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TO  THE 

Right  Honourable; 
the 

COUNTESS 

O  F 

BURLINGTON* 

Madam, 

Humbly  de- 
fire  Your  La- 
dyftiip  would 
forgive  the 
Prefumption  I  am  now 
guilty  of  in  prefenting 
A3  You 


Dedication 


You  with  this  Book.  I 
do  it  from  the  high 
Honour  and  Venerati- 
on I  have  for  Your 
great  Merit  and  Virtue. 
It  cannot ,  I  know  , 
furnifh  Your  Ladyfhip 
with  new  Reflections ; 
and  the  Ladies,  of  whom 
You  are  the  happy  Mo- 
ther, have  an  Example 
before  them,  more  pre- 
valent to  forin  them 
to  every  thing  Praife- 
worthy,  than  any  Pre- 
cepts they  can  find  in 

the 
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the  Works  of  the  befl 
Writers.    But  as  there 
is  much  Curiolity  in 
thefe  Papers,  and  great 
Strength  and  Force  in 
theReafoningsof  them, 
give  me  Leave  to  offer 
this  Collection  for  the 
Ufe  of  Female  Life,  as 
aTeftimony  of  the  Re- 
fped,  which  I,  with  all 
who  are  honoured  with 
the  leafl  Acquaintance 
with  You,  muft  pay  to 
Your  Lady fliip  for  the 
eminent  Example  You 
A  4  have 
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have  given  the  World 
in  the  important  Cha- 
racters of  a  Wife  and  a 
Mother. 

To  Command  with 
the  Mien  of  making  a 
Requeft,  to  Oblige  with 
the  AfpeCt  of  receiving 
Favours,  and  to  win  Af- 
fection without  other 
Deiign  than  making  all 
People  happy  who  con- 
verfe  with  Her,  or  de- 
pend upon  Her  ,  are 
Excellencies  peculiar  to 

my 
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my  Lady  Burlington. 
But  as  there  is  a  Com- 
plaifance  which,  like  fin- 
cere  Friendship,  fpeaks 
our  good  Opinion  in 
our  ordinary  Looks  and 
Actions,  more  than  any 
Language  can  do  it ,  I 
here  fhall  go  no  farther 
than  juft  to  declare  my 
felf,  with  great  Defe- 
rence ,  among  the  Ad- 
mirers of  Your  great 
Goodnefs  and  Vertuev 
and  beg  of  Your  Lady- 
fhip  to  forgive  my  fay- 
A  5  ing 
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ing  thus  much,  for  the 
Forbearance  of  faying 
more,  on  a  Subject  of 
which  I  am  fo  very  fond, 
as  that  of  expreffing  my 
felf, 

Madam, 

Tour Lady/hip' s  mofi  Devoted y 
mofi  Obedient,  and 
mofi  Humble  Servant y 


Richard  Steele. 


PREFACE. 


H  E  Reader  is  to  un- 
derfland  that  the  Pa- 
peA  which  compofe  the 
fo/IowingPoIumes  came 
tnto  my  Hands  upon 
the  frequent  mention  w  the  Specta- 
tor of  a  Ladies  Library.  They 
are  fuppos'd  to  be  collected  cut  of 
the  fever  al  Writings  of  our  great  eft 
Divines,  and  are  difpos'd  under 
proper  Heads ,  in  order  to  fix  hi 

A  6  the 
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the  Mind  general  Rules  for  Con- 
duel  in  all  the  Circumfiances  of 
the  Life  of  Woman. 

In  Matters  where  both  Sexes 
are  equally  concerned  the  Words 
Man  and  Men  are  made  ufe  of 
but  the  Matter  does  not  for  that 
Reafon  the  lefs  relate  to  W omen , 
or  argue  that  the  W wk  is  not  prin- 
cipally intended  for  the  Informa- 
tion of  the  Fair  Sen. 

Tljey  zvere  referred  to  me  as 
what  were  at  firjl  intended  by  the 
Compiler  for  a  Guide  to  her  own 
Conduct  y  and  if  thought  worth 
publifhingy  to  be  of  the  fame  Ser- 
vice to  others  of  her  Sex ,  who 
have  not  the  fame  Opportunities  of 

fearch- 
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fear  chin g  into  various  Authors  y 
and  laying  before  themfelves  y  by 
that  means ,  all  the  different  Re- 
lations m  which  they  are,  or  may 
be  engaged. 

I  put  them  into  the  Care  ef  a 
Reverend  Gentleman  much  better 
qualified  for  the  Publication  offuch 
a  W ?rky  and  whofe  Life  and  Cha- 
racter are  not  fubjeB  to  the  Excep- 
tions which  the  Levity  offome  of  my 
W ntings ,  as  well  as  other  Cir- 
cumflances  ,  may  expofe  a  Work 
as  paffing  through  my  Hands  only. 
Tho3  he  was  fo  good  as  to  perufe 
the  Papers ,  he  would  not  allow 
that  the  Exception  I  made  againjl 
my  being  the  Publifher  was  of 
Weight }  for  he  would  have  it } 
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that  its  coming  out  with  my  Namer 
would  give  an  Expectation  that  I 
had  affembled  the  Thoughts  of  ma- 
ny ingenious  Men  on  pious  Subjects, 
as  I  had  heretofore  on  Matters  of 
a  different  Nature :  By  this  means } 
he  believes ,  the  Work  may  come 
into  the  Hands  of  Perfons  who 
take  up  no  Book  that  has  not 
Promifes  of  Entertainment  in  the 
firft  Page  of  it.    For  the  reft 
he    was    of   Opinion  it  would 
make  its  own  way  y  and  I  eafily 
fubmitted  to  fujfer  a  little  Raille- 
ry,  zvhen  I  had  Hopes  of  being 
the  means  of  promoting  the  Inte- 
refis  of  Religion  and  V vrtue. 

I  wifh  there  was  <i  Word  to  de- 
[crib ethofe  Men  who  can  get  little 

farther 


Preface. 

farther  than  bare  Difpofitions  to- 
wards Goodnefs ,  and  are  Jo  un- 
happy as  to-  be  incapable  of  beco- 
ming themfelves  great  Examples  of 
what  theyprofefs  to  admire.  What 
I  mean  is,  that  I  want  to  find  a- 
Word  which  Jhould  as  mode  fly 
exprefs  a  vertuous  Man,  as  the 
Word  Philofopher  does  a  wife  one. 
This  would  introduce  the  Endea- 
vours of  Men  who  think  better  than 
they  live,  without  Prejudice  from 
any  ImperfeBion  in  their  ownCha- 
rafters. 

This  is  all  I  /hall  think  fit  to 
fay  in  Apology  for  my  being  the 
Publifher  of  this  Library. 

As  to  the  Work  itfelf  I  find  it 

will 
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will  not  be  pojjible  to  arraign  any 
Sentiments  In  It  without  falling 
upon  fome  eminent  Divine  from 
whom  this  Lady  has  borrowed  her 
Thoughts  -y  and  the  Variety  of  the- 
Writers  to  whom  /he  Is  beholden , 
as  well  as  of  the  Matter  which  Jhe 
treats ,  gives  a  jufl,  Pretenfwn  to 
the  Title  of  the  Ladies  Library. 

I  am  only  her  Gentleman-Ufher, 
and  If  I  can  be  fo  happy  as  to  lead 
the  Fair  Into  their  Clofits  ,  to  the 
perufal  of  this  ufeful  as  well  as 
delightful  Entertainment ,  I  [hall 
be  In  as  high  Joyy  as  ever  I  ob- 
served any  young  Man  In  leading 
out  from  a  Play  or  an  Opera. 
Farther  Merit  I  do  not  pretend  to 
have  In  a  Work,  which,  If  care- 
fully 
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fully  perufed ,  will  improve  the 
Readers,  ^Daughters,  Wives, 
Mothers,  and  Widows  and,  I 
humbly  conceive,  can  do  them  no 
Injury  in  general,  as  they  are  W ?- 
men,  or  as  they  are  Beauties, 


Bhctnsbttry-Square, 
July  ll,  1 7 14* 


R.  Steele. 
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THE 

Ladies  Library. 


INTRODUCTION. 

E I N  G  by  nature  more  incli- 
ned to  fuch  Enquiries  as  by  ge- 
neral Cuftom  my  Sex  is  de- 
barr'd  from ,  I  could  not  re* 
fid  a  ftrong  Propenfity  to  Rea- 
ding j  and  having  flattered  my  felf  that  what 
I  read  dwelt  with  Improvement  upon  my 
Mind)  I  could  not  but  conclude  that  a  due 
regard  being  had  to  different  Circum fiances 
of  Life,  it  is  a  great  InjuiHce  to  fhut  Books  of 
Knowledge  from  rhe  Eyes  of  Women. 

B  Muling 
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Mufing  one  Day  in  this  Trad  of  Thought, 
I  turned  over  fome  Books  of  French  and  £»- 
glijk$  written  by  the  moft  polite  Writers  of 
the  Age,  and  began  to  confider  what  Ac- 
count they  gave  of  our  Compofure ,  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  other  Sex.  But  in- 
deed ,  when  I  dipped  into  thofe  Writings , 
were  it;  pofflbie,  fq  conceive  otherwife*  I 
could  not  have  believed  from  their  general 
and  undiftinguifhed  Afperfions  that  many  of 
thefe  Men  had  any  fuch  Relations  as  Mo- 
thers, Wives  or  Sillers  >  one  of  them  makes 
a  Lover  fay  in  a  Tragedy 

Thou  art  Woman,  d  true  Copy  of  the  fir fl, 
In  whom  the  Race  of  all  Mankind  was  curfi  : 
Your  Sex  by  Beauty  was  to.  Heaven  ally'd, 
But  your  great  Lord,  the  Devil,  taught  youPride. 
He  too,  an  Angel,  till  he  durfl^  rebel, 
And  you  are,  jure,  the  Stars  that  with  him  fell. 
Weep  on  !  a  Stock  of  'Tears  like  Vows  you  have^ 
And  always  ready  when  you  would  deceive. 

Otway  "s  Don  Carlos, 

Another  fays, 

— i  Thy  All  is  but  a  Shew, 

Rather  than  [olid  Virtue ,  all  but  a  Rib, 
Crooked  by  Nature.    Oh  !  why  did  God, 
Creator  wife,  that  peopled  highefl  Heaven 
With  Spirits  mafculine,  create  at  laft 
This  JSyv.elty  on  Earth  ?  This  fair  defett 
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Of  Nature,  and  not  fill  the  World  at  once 
With  Men,  as  Angels,  without  Feminine, 
Or  find  fomc  other  way  to  generate  Mankind? 

Milton. 

And  a  third 

Ah  Traitrefs!  Ah  Ingrate  !  Ah  faithlefs 
Mind! 

Ah  Sex,  invented  firjl  to  damn  Mankind  / 
Nature  took  care  to  drefs  you  up  for  Sin  > 
Adorn" d  without,  unfiniflid  left  within: 
Hence  by  no  Judgment  you  your  Love  dire 61  $ 
Talk  much.,  ne'er  think,  and  Jlill  the  Wrong 
affett. 

So  .much  [elf-love  in  your  Compofure's  mix'd. 
That  Love  to  others  [ill  remains  unfix' d  \ 
Great ne[s, 9  and  Noife,  and  Shew  are  your 
Delight, 

Tet  wife  Men  love  you  in  their  own  defpight: 
And,  finding  in  their  native  Wit  m  Eafe, 
Are  fore yd  to  put  your  Folly  on  to  pleafe.   . . 

DrydenV  i\urengzebe. 

I  fhall  conclude  poetical  Teftimonies  to 
our  Disadvantage  with  one  Quotation  more, 

Int  oiler  able  Vanity  !  Tour  Sex 
Was  never  in  the  right :  Tou*re  always  falje, 
Or  filly  y  .-ev'n  your  Drejfes  are  not  more 
Fantaftick  than  your  Appetites :  Tou  think 
Of  nothing  twics:  Opinion  you  have  none: 
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Th  Day  you're  nice,  to  Morrow  not  fo  free ; 
Now  (mile i  thenfrown^  now  forrowful,  then 
glad^ 

Now  pleas }d,  now  not^  and  all  you  know  not 
why. 

Virtue  you  affedl ;  Inconfiancy  you  praftife? 
And  when  your  loofe  Defires  once  get  Donti- 
niony 

No  hungry  Churl  feeds  coarfer  at  a  Feaft  : 
Every  rank  Fool  goes  down. 

OtwayV  Orphan. 

It  may  be  faid  for  thefe  Writings ,  that 
there  is  fomething  perhaps  in  the  Chara£fcer 
of  thofe  that  fpeak ,  which  wouLd  circum- 
stantiate the  thing  fo  as  not  to  make  it  a  Re- 
proach upon  Women  as  fuch.  but  to  this 
it  may  be  eafily  and  juftly  anfwer'd  ,  That 
if  the  Author  had  right  Sentiments  of  Wo- 
man in  general,  he  might  more  empha- 
tically aggravate  an  ill  Chara&er,  by  Com- 
parifon  of  an  ill  to  an  innocent  and  vertuous 
one  ,  than  by  general  Calumnies  without 
Exception. 

But  I  leave  Authors,  who  are  fo  mean  as 
to  defire  to  pleafe  by  falling  in  with  corrupt 
Imaginations,  rather  than  affeft  a  juft  tho'  lefs 
extenfive  Efteem  by  labouring  to  re&ifie  our 
Affe&ions  by  Reafon  *  of  which  Number  are 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  have  fucceeded 
inPoetry,  either  inVerfe  orProfe  on  the  Stage. 

When 
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When  I  apply  my  felf  to  my  French  Read- 
ing, I  find  Women  are  ftill  worfe  in  pvopor- 
tion  to  the  greater  warmth  of  the  Climate  \ 
and  according  to  the  Defcriptions  of  us  in 
the  Wits  of  that  Nation,  tho'  they  write 
in  cool  thought,  and  in  Profe,  by  way  of 
plain  Opinion,  we  are  made  up  of  Affecta- 
tion, Coquettry,  Falfhood,  Difguife,  Trea- 
chery, Wantonnefs  andPerfidioufnels.  All 
our  Merit  is  to  be  left  guilty  one  than  ano- 
ther under  one  of  thefe  Heads. 

Diflertations  for  the  Conduit  of  Life  are 
as  gravely  compofed  upon  thefe  Topicks , 
as  if  they  were  as  infallible  as  mathematical 
Truths.  It  coft  me  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to 
ftudy  by  what  means  I  fhould  refute  fuch 
fcandalous  Intimations  againlt  my  very  Na- 
ture. But  the  more  I  refle&ed  upon  thofc 
Abufes,  I  grew  the  lefs  concerned  to  anfwer 
them,  and  finally  refolved  upon  this. 

They  are  perhaps  in  the  right  who  fpeak 
this  of  mere  Women  >  and  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of 
ingenious  debauch'd  Men,  who  regard  us  on- 
ly as  fuch,  to  give  us  thofe  Ideas  of  our  felves, 
that  we  may  become  their  more  eafy  Prey. 

I  believed  it  therefore  the  fafeft  and  furefl 
Method  of  gainfaying  fuch  light  Accounts 
of  our  Sex  to  think  them  a  truth,  till  I  had 
arrived  by  the  perufal  of  more  folid  Authors, 
to  a  Conitancy  of  Mind  and  fettled  Opini- 
on of  Perfons  and  Things ,  which  Ihould 

B  3  place 
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place  me  above  being  pleafed  or  diflatisfyed 
with  Praife  or  Difpraife  ,  upon  account  of 
Beauty  or  Deformity,  or  any  other  Advan- 
tages or  Difadvantages ,  but  what  flowed 
from  the  Habits  and  Difpofitions  of  'my 
Soul. 

I  refolve  therefore  to  confine  my  little 
Studies,  which  are  to  lead  to  the  Conduft 
of  my  Life,  to  the  Writings  of  the  moft  e- 
minent  of  our  Divines,  and  from  thence,  as 
I  have  heard  young  Students  do  in  the  ilu- 
dy  of  a  Science ,  make  for  my  own  private 
Ufe  a  Common-Place,  that  may  direct  me 
in  all  the  relations  of  Life,  that  ao  now,  or 
poffibly  may,  concern  me  as  a  Woman. 
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^^^^^^i  tor^  both  in  our  Creation  and 
Redemption.  Can  we  imagine 
that  God)  who  made  yothing  but  for  fome 
excellent  End,  Ihould  make  Man  for  no  End 
at  all,  or  for  a  very  filly  one  ?  The  Soul  is  a 
lively  a&ive  Principle,  and  for  what  was 
Reafon  given  us,  but  to  enable  us  to  do  good  ? 
This  is  the  trueft,  the  moil  natural  Pleafurc 
of  a  rational  Soul,  which  would  always  be  in 
Action  ,  and  fhould  always  have  Virtue  for 
its  Object.  Docs  it  confift  with  infinite 
Wifdom  to  endow  us  with  fo  noble  Quali- 
ties, that  we  might  trifle  them  away  in  Va- 
nity and  Impertinence?  And  if  we  confider 
the  Viceofldlenefs,  with  refpeft  to  our  Re- 
demption') did  not  our  Redeemer  gixc  himfelf 
for  us,  to  purifie  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  People 
zealous  of  good  IVorks  ?  How  can  anuna&ive 


JDlenefs  is  not  only  the  Road 
%  to  all  Sin)  but  is  a  damnable 
|f  Sin  itfelf,  quite  oppofite  to 
|  the  great  Ends  of  the  Crea- 
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ufelefs  Life  anfwer  the  Expe&ation  of  our 
Saviour?  Where  will  that  Zeal  appear  in 
Idlenefs  ?  How  dull  and  impure  will  be  its 
Flame  ?  What  is  more  bufy  than  the  Mind 
of  a  wicked  Man  ?  How  induftrious  is  it  in 
the  Purfuits  of  Pleafure  ?  How  patient  un- 
der Difficulties  ?  How  infenfible  of  Pain  ? 
And  fhall  we  not  be  as  a&ive,  as  lively,  in 
the  Purfuits  of  Virtue  ?  A  barren  Life  is  a 
miferable  Return  to  the  Sacrifice  of  the  fruit- 
ful Blood  of  Chrift.  It  difappoints  all  the 
Purpofes  of  his  Word,  which  every  where 
condemns  the  Sin  of  Idlenefs,  one  of  thofe, 
and  not  the  leaf!:, » that  drew  down  the  Wrath 
of  Heaven  on  Sodom  in  a  Show'r  of  Fire. 
To  what  does  the  barren  Fig-tree  allude,  but 
to  the  Deftru£tion  and  Damnation  of  the 
Lazy  and  Idle  ?  Why  perifh'd  the  unprofi- 
table Servant ,  but  becaufe  he  had  not  im- 
prov'd  his  Talents  ?  Many  are  the  Declara- 
tions in  Scripture  againft  the  Sluggifh  and 
Diforderly.  The  Son  of  God  was  an  Ex- 
ample of  Virtue  as  well  as  Innocence ,  and 
did  not  only  refrain  from  doing  Evil,  but  he 
ivcnt  about  doing  Good.  We  are  not  only 
forbidden  the  Filthinefs  of  the  Flejh  and  Spi- 
rit,  we  are  commanded  the  perfecting  Holi- 
nefs  in  the  Fear  of  God  >  when  we  are  pro- 
hibited to  do  Evily  we  are  at  the  dime  time 
enjoyn'd  to  learn  to  do  well.  Can  the  Ima- 
gination of  Man  form  a  ftronger  Image  of  a 
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Life  ofA£Hon,than  by  comparing  it  to  aRace? 
And  how  can  he  hope  to  finijh  his  Courfe 
with  Glory,  that  laggs  and  prefles  not  for* 
ward  to  obtain  the  Prize  ?  There  is  not  one 
Chriftian  Virtue  to  which  the  Vice  of  Idle- 
nefs is  not  entirely  contrary.  Faith,  Hope,, 
Charity,  Fear,  Vigilance  and  Mortificati- 
on, are  inconfiftent  with  it  >  and  the  Con- 
fequence  is,  that  it  muft  be  a  damning  Sin. 
All  thofe  Virtues  animate  and  invigorate  the 
Mind ,  whereas  Idlenefs  infeebles  and  fet- 
ters it.  Pure,  ftri&,  and  fevere  are  thofe 
Principles ,  Idlenefs  is  foft  and  indulgent  *r 
the  one  raife  and  exalt  the  Soul,  the  other 
debates  and  deprefics.  And  tho'  it  has  great 
Pretences  to  Innocence  and  Merit,  its  be- 
ginning is  in  Sin,  and  its  End  in  Infamy  and; 
Perdition.  Stupidity,  Ignorance,  Levity 
and  Senfuality  are  its  Companions ,  and 
harmlels  and  fiuiple  as  it  appears,  'tis  of  all 
Vices  the  moft  pernicious  and  dangerous. 

There  is  hardly  a  Sin  that  can  be  charg'd 
with  (b  many  tragical  Effects  as  Idlenefs..  It 
is  the  Mother  of  Difgrace  and  Poverty  y  yet 
it  deceives  itfelf  with  a  vain  Conceit  of  In- 
nocence ,  and  is  fo  foolilh  as  to  hope  that  it 
may  be  happy  without  labouring ,  or  even 
deuring  to  be  fo.  But  granting  it  were  as* 
inoffeniive  as  it  wou'd  feem  to  be ,  that  it 
is  negatively  good  y  let  us  confider  the  fad' 
State  of  this  negative  Gcodnefs.    It  robs  Re- 
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ligion  and  the  World  of  the  Service  due  tct 
both  ;  it  bereaves  us  of  the  Plea  fures  of  Life 
and  the  Comforts  of  Death.  Can  Idlenefs  main-' 
tain  the  Order  and  Beauty  of  human  Socie- 
ty ?  Does  it  poffefs  any  of  the  Virtues  that 
vindicate  the  Honour  of  Religion  and  demon- 
flrates  its  Divinity  ?  Is  it  Produ&ive  of  thofe 
bright  Examples  that  ftrike  Faith  into  Infi- 
delity, and  enflame  thofe  that  believe  with 
a  generous  Emulation  ?  Pleafure  of  Life,  if 
true,  mult  be  pure  and  fpiritual,  and  can  it 
be  drawn  from  fuch  a  ftagnated  Pool  as  that 
of  Idlenefs  ?  Virtue  is  a  clear  and  flowing 
Stream,  'tis  the  ftanding  Water  that  con- 
tra&s  Filth,  and  the  Mind  of  the  lazy  Man, 
like  the  bottom  of  a  Lake  is  all  Mire  and 
Impurity.  He  is  the  fame  with  refpeft  to 
both  Moral  and  Chriftian  Virtue.  What 
Hope  of  Happinefs,  what  Thirft  of  Glory 
is  he  fir'd  by  ?  How  flames  his  Devotion, 
how  fhines  his  Charity,  what  a  ftranger  is 
he  to  all  great  and  good  A&ions,  and  how 
can  his  Life  therefore  be  f >leaj ant ,  or  his 
Death  be  comfortable  ?  As  to  the  Comforts  of 
Death  ^  what  a  horrible  Defart  mult  Eter- 
nity be  to  a  Mind  that  has  been  ever  wan- 
dering mnvafi  Solitude.  If  Life  has  not  been 
enlighten'd  by  good  Works,  how  dark  and 
gloomy  will  Death  look,  when  Confcience 
iummons  the  dying  Wretch  to  account, 
and  he  has  nothing  but  a  Blank  to  produce  ? 

How 
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How  will  that  Discharge  the  Debt  he  owes 
to  his  Maker  ,  when  it  demands  the  Fruits 
of  many  idle  Years,  and  nothing  is  to  be 
found  but  Fancy  and  Fortune,  Humour  and 
Indulgence  ?  How  will  the  Soul  fhrink, 
faint  and  tremble  ?  What  Horror  and  Con- 
fufion  will  feize  on  all  its  Faculties,  when 
it  confiders  that  at  the  dreadful  Tribunal, 
before  which  he  is  going  to  appear,  every 
Man  will  be  judg'd  according  to  his  Works  ? 
What  then  will  become  of  him,  who  has 
none  ?  If  immortal  Glory  be  the  Reward  of 
^ell-doing ,  what  will  be  the  Fate  of  the 
Sluggard ,  who  has  loiter'd  and  flept  away 
that  precious  Time,  which  the  God  of  it5 
his  Judge,  had  given  him  to  improve? 

The  Guilt  of  this  Vice  might  be  aggra- 
vated by  enumerating  the  Talents  it  waites. 
the  Obligations  it  flights,  and  the  Hopes  it 
forfeits.  'Tis  indeed  a  general  one,  but  that 
inftead  of  rendering  it  familiar  to  us,  fhould 
alarm  us  the  more,  for  fear  of  yielding  to  the 
Strength  of  the  Temptation  :  We  are  apt 
to  flatter  our  felves  that  there  is  fome  fecicr 
Charm  in  it  j  but  it  confifts  only  in  that  we 
will  not  be  at  the  pains  to  break  it.  It  is 
an  old  Cheat  that  has  impos'd  on  Man- 
kind from  the  Beginning  of  the  World,  and 
will  continue  to  do  fo  to  the  End  of  it, 
Lifilefsnefs  will  ever  be  miftaken  for  Simpli- 
city and  Indifference  for  Innocence*  As  long 
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as  the  Path  to  Heaven  is  a  ftreight  one,  and 
there  is  the  leaft  Pain  in  Virtue  :  The  idle 
will  ever  miftake  the  Shadow  for  the  Sub- 
ftance  ,  and  be  contented  with  it  to  their 
Deftru£tion. 

Men  of  Fortune  may  flatter  themfelves 
that  they  are  not  concerned  in  the  Leflbns 
which  are  given  againft  this  Vice.  Their 
Subfiftence  does  not  depend  on  their  Induftry. 
They  are  Mafters  of  their  Time,  and  it  al- 
ways flicks  upon  their  Hands  >  but  fhou'd 
they  not  confider,  that  the  more  they  have 
of  it,  the  more  ought  they  to  devote  to  Re- 
ligion^ "To  whom  much  is  given^  of  him  muck 
is  required.  Such  a  one  has  no  Excufe  for 
neglefting  the  Worfhip  of  God ,  either  in 
publick  or  private  :  Or  if  he  has  an  Excufe, 
it  muft  be  Pleafure  or  Lazinefs^  which  alike 
encreafes  his  Guilt.  The  Bleffings  he  enjoys 
require  a  frequent  and  grateful  Acknowledg- 
ment to  the  bountiful  Giver  of  them.  What 
more  noble  Part  of  Life  is  there,  what  more 
tranfporting  Atl  of  Devotion,  than  the  Praife 
of  the  Omnipotent,  to  whom  we  owe  our 
prefent  Happinefs,  and  all  our  Hopes  of  fu- 
ture ?  The  Great,  whofe  good  or  ill  Exam- 
ple is  of  fuch  vail  Importance  to  the  Ser- 
vice or  Diflervice  of  Religion,  cannot  bet- 
ter improve  that  Leifure  which  an  eafy  and 
affluent  Fortune  gives  them  than  in  divine 
Meditation,  in  Prayer,  in  Reading  and  Inftru- 
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£Ho%  having  Opportunities  to  perform  all 
thofe  Duties  with  more  Zeal  and  Solemnity, 
than  thofe,  the  Neceffity  of  whofe  Affairs 
keep  them  in  a  continual  Hurry. 

They  ought  efpeciallyto  be  careful  in  the 
Choice  of  their  Friends :  Time  may  as  well 
be  gain'd  as  loft  by  Converfation .  The  Dif- 
eaurfes  and  Reflections  of  our  Acquaintance 
may  awaken  us  when  we  are  drowzy,  and 
relieve  us  when  we  forget  our  felves  in  the 
Difcharge  of  our  Duty.  Nothing  can  be 
of  greater  Ufe  to  us  in  a  virtuous  Life,  than 
the  Society  of  good  Men  whofe  Difcourfe 
is  feafon'd  with  Religion  and  Virtue.  On 
the  contrary,  how  mifchievmis  is  that  Com- 
pany whofe  Converfation  turns  all  on  Le- 
vity and  Wantonnefs.  Gay,  perhaps,  in  Ap- 
pearance, but  at  the  bottom  'tis  only  Froth 
suid  Impertinence.  Civility  and  good  Man- 
ners do  not  oblige  us  to  be  Fools ^  and  'tis  the 
higheft  Folly  to  be  fond  of  Society,  where 
we  cannot  maintain  our  Innocence,  and 
where  the  Joy  and  Mirth,  which  charm  us, 
corrupt  our  Minds,,  and  fill  'em  with  either 
Lightnete  or  Impurity,  and  too  often,  with 
both. 

'Tis  a  great  Misfortune  that  Perfons  of 
Condition  are  no  better  inftruded  by  their 
Tutors  in  ufeful  Knowledge,  that  they  might 
know  how  to  amufe  and  divert  themfelves  in- 
nocently }  and  find  Employment  for  thofe 
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Hours  which  otherwife  lye  fo  heavy  on  their 
Hands,  that  they  are  glad  to  while  'em  away 
in  Trifles.  But  fure  the  Greateft  need  not 
complain  of  want  of  Employment.  How 
many  are  the  Virtues,  how  many  the  Duties 
to  which  a  Chriltian  is  oblig'd  ?  How  ma- 
ny excellent  Qualities  are  neceflary  to  render 
a  Gentleman  worthy  the  Station  where  G^S$* 
has  plac'd  him  ?  Let  him  but  make  ufe  of 
thofe  Qualities,  and  attend  thofe  Duties  $ 
let  him  confider  what  is  requifite  to  make  a 
good  Mafter,  a  good  Husband,  a  good  Fa- 
ther, a  good  Son,  a  good  Neighbour,  a 
good  Subje£t,  and  a  good  Friend  -y  let  him 
lay  out  all  his  Leifure  in  endeavouring  to 
anfwer  all  thofe  Relations  as  Tie  ought,  and 
then  fee,  if  there's  any  Part  of  his  Time  in 
which  he  can  not  ufefully  and  pleafantly  em- 
ploy himfelf.  He  who  has  arriv'd  to  the 
higheft  Degree  of  Perfe&ion  in  the  Dis- 
charge of  all  the  Duties  of  Life,  will  at  the 
laft  be  found  wanting  in  many.  Some  he 
will  have  omitted,  and  performed  others 
with  lefs  Care  and  Diligence  than  he  ought. 
Who  therefore  can  complain  of  want  of  Bu- 
finefs  ?  He  that  has  a  juft:  Idea  of  his  Duty 
will  rather  think  his  Life  too  fhort,  and  his 
Work  too  great.  For  let  us  be  as  diligent  as 
we  can,  let  us  be  as  frugal  of  our  Time  as 
we  will,  we  arrive  much  fooner  at  a  Matu- 
rity of  Years,  than  of  Knowledge  and  Virtue, 
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People  of  Rank  and  Wealth  fhould  ,  in 
all  their  Diverfions,  confider  what  becomes 
theChara&er  of  a  Gentleman,  and  the  Dig- 
nity of  a  Chriftian.  He  errs  in  both  ,  in 
whatever  is  mean  or  vicious  in  any  of  his 
A&ions.  Strange  are  the  Notions  of  Ho- 
nour by  which  fome  Men  are  mifled>  they 
make  no  Scruple  of  corrupting  anotherMan's 
Wife  or  Daughter ,  of  defrauding  the  ho- 
neftTradefman  and  Artificer  \  but  theymuft 
by  no  means  bear  with  the  Sallies  of  another 
Man's  Paflion ,  nor  have  any  command  of 
their  own  >  they  every  Minute  affront  their 
Creator 5  in  prophaning  his  holy  Name, 
and  difobeying  his  Laws :  But  they  cannot 
live  if  they  are  themfelves  affronted, *  and 
Murder  isfo  far  from  being  a  Sin  with  them, 
that  it  never  gives  their  Confciences  the  leaft 
Difquiet.  Were  they  as  jealous  of  God's 
Honour  as  they  pretend  to  be  of  their  own, 
they  would  foon  fee  the  Folly  and  Madnefs 
of  their  wild  Purfuits  of  Revenge,  and  learn 
to  forgive  as  they  expert  to  be  forgiven. 

If  we  carry  our  Reflections  on  the  good 
Employment  of  Time  to  the  lower  Order  of 
Men ,  fuch  as  are  engag'd  in  any  Trade  or 
ProfeJJion^  we  fliall  find  room  enough  to 
condemn  thofe  for  mifpending  it,  who  have 
fo  little  to  fpare.  The  Crime  is.  highly  ag- 
gravated in  thofe  whofe  Idlcnefs  ruins  them, 
as  well  in  this  World  as  the  next.  Their 
2  Sin 
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Sin  is  the  greater  as  their  Temptation  is  the 
left  :  That  Time  which  is  given  up  entirely 
to  Gain,  cannot  furely  be  faid  to  be  well 
fpent  by  a  Chriftian  whofe  greateft  Gain  is 
Godlinefs  j  but  he  that  is  negligent  in  his 
temporal  Affairs ,  will  certainly  negledt  his 
fpiritual.  There  is  the  lefs  to  be  faid  on  this 
Subjeft  >  for  that  Avarice  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  hinders  the  Infection  of  Idlenefs  from 
fpreading  among  Men  of  meaner  Condition,, 
who  too  often  fuffer  the  Cares  of  this  Life 
to  thruft  out  thofe  of  another,  and  they  are 
then  truly  idle  and  flothful  Servants  to  God, 
how  induftrious  and  faithful  foever  they  are 
to  the  World.  'Ttme  is  but  wafted  and  mif- 
pent,  if  it  makes  not  Provifion  for  Eternity  y 
and  it  matters  little  whether  it  be  us'd  in 
Pleafure^  or  in  Drudgery. 

The  Ladies  are  apt  to  think  that  the  Soft- 
nefs  of  their  Sex  excufes  their  Idlenefs,  and 
a  Woman  who  can  do  nothing,  imagines 
therefore  that  Ihe  has  nothing  to  do. 

Is  it  not  ihameful  to  fee  how  Women  of 
Wit  and  Politenefs  negle£t  the  common  Ru- 
diments of  Education?  'Tis  enough  for  their* 
to  underftand  what  they  ready  if  they  do  not 
know  how  to  pronounce  it,  and  read  with  a 
Grace.  The  more  trivial  thefe  Faults  ap- 
pear, the  greater  Shame  for  fuch  as  cannot 
corre£t  them ,  and  how  can  they  without 
blufliing  be  in  Company  guilty  of  Errors* 

which 
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which  they  ought  not  to  have  brought  out 
of  their  Nurfery  ?  They  fhould  not  read 
with  a  Tonej  nor  hefitate  in  reading  5  they 
fhould  go  on  fmoothly,  and  with  a  plain, 
natural,  and  uniform  Pronunciation.  Their 
Deficiencies  in  Spelling  are  become  fo  faflii- 
onable,  that  to  fpell  well,  is,  among  the 
fair  Sex,  reckon'd  a  fort  of  Pedantry  5  they 
are  taught  a  little  more  care  in  Writing  a 
good  Hand ,  but  that  care  goes  no  farther 
than  the  making  their  Letters,  the  conne-  % 
ing  them,  and  an  orderly  placing  their 
Words  in  ftreight  Lines,  is  what  they  are, 
for  the  molt  Part,  utterly  Strangers  to. 

They  will  find  no  manner  of  Inconveni- 
ence in  acquainting  themfelves  a  little  with 
the  Grammar  of  their  native  Language  j 
not  to  learn  it  by  Rule,  as  Boys  do  Latiny 
fo  as  to  diftinguifh  one  Tenfe  from  ano- 
ther, to  exprefs  themfelves  in  proper  Terms, 
and  to  explain  their  Thoughts  with  Clearnefs 
and  Brevity.  'Tis  well  known,  that  in  old 
Rome^  Sempronia^  the  Mother  of  the  Gracchi^ 
contributed  very  much  to  the  forming  of  the 
Eloquence  of  her  Sons,  who  became  after* 
wards  fo  great  Men. 

If  the  Ladies  underftood  Arithmetick  bet- 
ter, perhaps  the  keeping  Family  Accounts 
wou'd  not  be  fuch  a  Piece  of  ill  Breeding, 
The  Convenience  and  Advantage  of  having 
thcMiftrefs  of  the  Houfe  the  Steward>  Ihou'd, 
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ttiethinks,  make  their  Learning  the  four  firft: 
great  Rules  of  Arithmetic!*:  be  thought  more 
neceflary  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Let  none  think 
themfelves  above  fuch  Bufinefs,  An  iHttftri* 
ous  Lady,  now  a  Dowager,  did  not  only 
help  her  Lord  in  examining  Bills ,  and  fta- 
ting  Accounts,  but  even  in  writing  his  Let- 
ters and  drawing  his  Covenants,  tho'  his 
Fortune  was  fo  large,  that  it  might  well  have 
excus'd  the  keeping  more  Stewards  than  one. 
Such  an  Employment  as  this  may  at  firft  feem 
too  troublefome*  but  if  the  Ladies  were  by 
their  Education  prepar'd  for  it,  and  us'd  to  it 
from  their  Childhood,  the  trouble  of  it  wou'd 
be  little,  the  moft  intricate  Accounts  being 
made  familiar  to  them,  wou'd  loofe  the  Ter- 
ror which  their  feeming  Difficulty  raifes  in 
the  Ignorant  >  and  the  Pleafure  of  reducing 
things  from  Confufionto  Order  by  thePower 
of  Numbers,  wou'd  be  the  greater  for  the 
Advantage  which  wou'd  accrue  to  them  by 
their  Exactnefs. 

The  very  Name  of  the  Law  is  frightful 
to  the  moft  of  the  weaker  Sex,  who  are  us'd 
to  depend  entirely  on  the  Prote6tion  of  the 
ftronger.  It  wou'd  be  well  however  if  they 
knew  fomething  of  the  common  Rules  of 
Right,  the  Difference  between  a  Will  and  a 
Deed  of  Gift j  what  a  Contract  is,  what  a 
Partition  of  Coheirs,  what  &  Legacy,  &Bond, 
or  the  like,  and  by  what  Laws  they  are  in 

force  j 
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force  *  what  Property  is  ,  what  a  per  fi- 
nal and  what  a  real  Eftate>  for  tho'  they 
may  not  truft  to  their  own  Judgment  in 
Matters  of  fuch  weight ,  yet  it  will  di- 
rect them  in  the  Ufe  of  that  of  others,  ei- 
ther in  a  Angle  or  a  married  Life.  Thofe 
of  them ,  who  out  of  a  vexatious  Humour 
are  for  flying  to  the  Laiv  upon  all  Occafi- 
ons,  or  rather  upon  no  Occafioi)  at  all,  are 
not  by  this  encourag'd  to  indulge  themfelves 
in  fo  expenfive  a  Folly,  which  a  great  Comick 
Poet  has  fo  happily  expos'd  in  the  Character 
of  the  Widow  BJackacre.  But  becaufe  that 
litigious  Widow  knew  too  much  Law,  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  reft  of  the  Sex 
fhould  know  none  at  all.  What  Know- 
ledge is  there  that  may  not  be,  that  is  not 
abus'd?  And  when  the  Ladies  are  advis'd  to 
acquaint  themfelves  with  fo  much  of  the 
Law  as  may  help  'em  to  demand  or  defend 
their  Right,  it  is  not  meant  that  they 
fliould  think  it  is  to  be  got  no  where  but 
in  a  Court  of  Juftice  \  that  they  fhould  fly 
all  Terms  of  Peace  and  Arbitrament ,  and 
put  themfelves  immediately  into  the  Hands 
of  Attorneys  and  Solicitors :  They  fhould 
only  fo  far  inform  themfelves  in  thefe  Mat- 
ters, that  they  may  know  what  is  their  due, 
and  not  lofe  it  for  want  of  claiming  y  which 
may  very  well  happen  by  the  profound  Ig- 
norance that  Women  are  bred  in  of  things 
of  this  Nature.  'Tis 
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'Tis  very  neceflary  that  Women  of  Qua- 
lity, and  of  Eftates,  fhould  know  exactly 
'what  thofe  Eftates  are  >  what  part  in  Land, 
what  in  Houfes,  what  in  Money,  where 
and  in  whofe  Hands :  They  fhould  be  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  Rentals  of  their 
Lands,  the  Draughts  of  them,  the  Situati- 
on, Leafes,  and  Condition  of  their  Houfes, 
as  their  Husbands  >  what  Debts  they  owe, 
as  well  as  what  are  owing  to  them.  By 
this  they  regulate  their  domeftick  and  other 
Expences,  provide  for  the  future  Settlement 
of  their  Children,  and  anfwer  the  Ends  of 
Marriage ,  to  be  Helps  to  their  Husbands 
in  the  Difcharge  of  paternal  Duties.  How 
far  it  is  convenient  for  them  to  understand 
well  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Kitchen,  to  be  the 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Village,  I 
fhall  not  meddle  with,  reckoning  fuch  Ac- 
complishments, as  cafual  only,  and  not  of 
abfolute  Neceffity  to  the  forming  a  complete 
Gentlewoman,  which  the  other  Qualities 
are,  and  none  more  fo  than  a  good  talie  of 
Books. 

In  order  to  which,  young  Ladies  fhould 
be  encourag'd  to  read  the  Greek  and  Roman 
Hiftories  in  the  beft  Translations  5  they  will 
find  in  them  wonderful  Inftances  of  Cou- 
rage,  Faith fulnefs ,  Generofity,  and  a 
great  "Contempt  of  their  own  private  Ad- 
vantage when  the  fublick  Good  was  in  que- 

ition. 
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flion.  Neither  fhould  they  be  ignorant  of 
the  Hiitory  of  Britain ,  which  furnithes 
them  with  many  Examples  of  brave  Actions, 
hardly  exceeded  by  any  thing  in  Antiquitv. 
Among  their  own  Sex  too,  they  will  in 
both  meet  with  illuftrious  Patterns  of  Vir- 
tue, which  will  make  the  ftronger  Impref- 
fions  on  their  Minds.  The  Hifiories  of  o- 
ther  NatienS)  Accounts  of  Voyages  and  Tra- 
wls ,  the  Lives  of  Heroes  and  Philofophersy 
will  be  both  a  pleaiant  and  inftructive  En- 
tertainment. The  reading  the  beft  Authors 
on  thefe  Subjects,  will  enlarge  and  elevate 
their  Souls,  and  give  them  a  Contempt  for 
the  common  Amulements  of  the  Sex.  Let 
them  in  their  reading  avoid  Vanity  and  Af- 
feftation  >  but  let  them  not  have  fo  mean  an 
Opinion  of  themfelves  as  to  think  they  are 
incapable  of  improving  by  it  y  nor  of  Books, 
as  to  think  they  are  incapable  of  improving 
them  5  there's  no  Lady,  let  the  Meafure 
of  her  Underftanding  be  what  it  will ,  but 
may  benefit  by  them ;  it  will  add  a  Lultre 
to  her  other  fhining  Qualities ,  and  help  to 
fupply  the  place  of  'em  where  fuch  Quali- 
teis  are  wanting.  The  Fair  may  be  fuppor- 
table  without  them,  but  with  them  they 
are  admirable.  Naked  Reafon  could  never 
dilcover  many  things,  which  we  acquire  the 
Knowledge  of  by  Reading.  It  gives  Soli- 
dity to  our  Thoughts ,   Sweetnefs  to  our 
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Difcourfe,  and  finifhes  what  Nature  begafl. 
Good  Wit,  without  Study,  is  like  a  good 
Face  without  Ornament.  The  brighter  the 
Genius,  the  more  worthy  is  it  of  Improve- 
ment, as  well  as  the  more  capable. 

To  Reading  muft  be  added  Convention, 


form  a  found  Underftanding  and  an  agreea- 
ble Temper.    No  Reading  better  qualifies 
a  Perfon  to  converfe  well  in  the  World  than 
that  of  Hiftory^  which  is  here  efpecially  re- 
commmended,  becaufe  moft  of  the  other 
Parts  of  Learning  are  clogg'd  with  Terms 
that  are  not  eafily  intelligible.  Reafon  fpeaks 
all  Languages,  and  there  is  no  part  of  Lear- 
ning but  may  be  expreft  in  Englijh^  as  well 
as  in  Greek  and  Latin.  'Tis  an  atife&ed  piece 
of  Pedantry  in  Men  of  certain  learned  Pro-* 
feflions  to  hide  their  Arts  with  a  peculiar 
Jargon^  as  if  Clearnefs  rendred  them  lefs  ve- 
nerable, and  Darknefs  added  to  their  Luflre 
and  Ornament.    While  Cuftom  makes  this 
Pra&ice  common  to  them ,  let  the  Ladies 
defpife  thofe  Arts  which  have  no  Compla- 
cency for  the  Deficiencies  of  their  Educa- 
tion, and  take  Pleafure  and  Profit  in  fuch  as 
freely  lay  open  all  their  Stores  to  them ,  as 
do  Hiflory ,  Poetry  and  Eloquence.  The 
Ladies  may  be  alfo  enlightened  by  moral  Phi- 
lofophyy  which  is  faid  to  give  Hands  to  Rea- 
fon as  well  as  a  Mouth.  Are  not  they  equally 
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concerned  v/ith  the  other  Sex  in  the  Divine 
Lectures  we  are  taught  by  it,  upon  the  Chief 
Good,  upon  the  Principle  of  human  Actions^ 
upon  the  Nature  and  Springs  of  Virtue  and 
yice^  and  upon  the  Pajjions  ?  which  in  the 
belt  Authors  are  not  wrap:  up  in  myftical 
Phrafes,  as  wert  xht  Oracles  of  old,  but  de- 
liver'd  in  plain  and  eafy  Language,  in  our  own 
Tongue,  either  Original  or  Translations. 

Languages  are  an  Accompliihment,  with- 
out which  it  is  hardly  poflible  for  a  Lady  to 
be  well  bred.  I  do  not  fee  the  Ncceffity  of 
a  Woman's  learning  the  ancient  Tongues , 
but  there  are  fo  many  polite  Authors  in 
French  and  Italian^  that  it  is  pity  the  Ladies 
fhould  not  have  the  Profit  and  Pleafure  of 
them.  To  learn  enough  only  of  a  Language, 
as  enables  'em  to  carry  on  a  trifling  Conver- 
sation, will  rather  teach  them  Impertinence 
than  Politenefs  >  but  to  be  able  to  read  Voi- 
turfy  Racine  and  Bolieau^  or  rather  Pafchal, 
among  the  French  -y  Tajfo  and  Guarimi  among 
the  Italians,  will  certainly  refine  their  "Fa  fie, 
and  add  that  Variety  to  their  Studies,  which 
will  very  much  contribute  to  the  Delist  of 
them.  If  a  Lady  knew  a  little  Latin ,  ihe 
wrould  find  no  manner  of  Inconvenience  in 
it,  not  fo  much  to  improve  her  felf  in  that 
Language  as  to  help  her  in  her  own.  The 
main  thing  is  to  put  good  Books  into  her 
Hands,  wherein  ihe  may  find  fo  much  Be* 

nefit 
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nefit  as  compenfates  for  the  Lofs  of  that 
Time  5  which  otherwife  will  be  wafted  in 
the  Study  of  her  own  Tongue  as  well  as  o- 
thers.  It  is  not  fo  ftrange  asfome  may  ima- 
gine it,  that  Improvement  \x\Englijlo  fhould 
be  recommended.  Our  Native  Language 
will  not  come  to  us  by  Infpiration,  and  we 
fhall  write  and  fpeak  with  Rudenefs  or  Affe- 
ctation, if  we  know  no  more  of  it  than  we 
are  bred  with.  'Twas  a  Saying  of  a  great 
Father  of  our  Church,  eminent  above  any 
in  the  learned  World,  to  a  Gentleman  who 
had  made  him  a  Compliment  on  his  general 
Knowledge  of  Tongues,  That  indeed  he  knew 
enough  of  other  Languages,  and  would  fpend 
the  reft  of  his  time  in  learning  EnglifJo,  which 
he  wrote  with  as  much  Force  and  Eloquence 
as  anyone.  Let  not  the  Ladies  then  defpife 
the  Study  of  a  Tongue  which  Nature  has 
given  'em,  and  with  it  a  Talent  of  fpeaking 
and  writing  it,  with  more  Grace  than  even 
the  Men  themfelves.  La  Bruyere  obferves, 
that  their  Converfation  is  one  of  the  beft 
Methods  to  make  Men  polite,  and  that, 
methinks,  fhould  incline  them  to  give  it  as 
many  Advantages  as  they  can  $  of  which,  to 
fpeak  politely  is  not  the  leaii.  Tho'  this  is 
often  acquird  by  thofe  Ladies  that  know 
no  Tongue  but  their  Native,  yet  thofe  fure- 
ly  will  have  it  in  greater  Perfection ,  who 
know  the  Beauties  of  other  Languages,  and 

how 


how  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  their  natural 
one.  The  gallant  Writers  have  diftinguifh'd 
themfelvcs  as  much  as  any  by  their  Polite- 
neis.  The  Poyfon  in  them  is  conceal'd  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  'tis  infenfibly  that 
they  would  lead  the  Heart  to  Love  :  Let 
them  therefore  be  avoided  with  Care  \  for 
there  are  elegant  Writers  enough  on  Moral 
and  Divine  Subjects,  'and  the  Danger  of  rea- 
ding foft  and  wanton  Writings,  which  warm 
and  corrupt  the  Imagination,  is  fo  great,  that 
one  cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  Choice  of 
our  Authors.  Too  much  of  this  will  be 
found  among  the  Works  of  Poetry  and  £- 
loquena >,  with  which  none  but  Ladies  of 
good  Tafte  and  folid  Judgment  fhould  be 
crafted. 

The  like  Cautions  are  neceflary  with  re- 
fpe<Sl  to  Mufick  and  Painting  >  the  Fancy  is 
often  too  quick  in  them ,  and  the  Soul  too 
much  affe&ed  by  the  Senfes.  Mufick  efpe- 
cially,  fo  foftens  that  it  enervates  it,  and  ex- 
pofes  it  to  be  conquer'd  by  the  firft  Temp- 
tation which  invades  it.  The  Antients  were 
fo  well  convinced  of  its  Pernicioufnefs,  that 
they  wou'd  never  fuffer  it  in  a  well-regula- 
ted State.  Why  are  languiftiing  Airs  plea- 
fant,  but  becaufe  the  Soul  gives  itfelf  to  the 
Cha  rms  of  the  Senfes?  What  is  it  you  mean 
by  tranfporting  or  moving  in  Mufick,  but 
the  Fuiy  or  the  Softnefs  of  Defire  ?  If  the 
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wife  Magiftrates  of  Sparta  broke  all  the  mu- 
lical  Inltruinents,  whofe  Harmony  was  too 
delicious  and  melting,  and  Plato  rejected 
all  the  fofter  Airs  of  the  Jfiatick  Mufick, 
what  fhould  we  Chriftians  do  with  the  Ita- 
lian^  as  moving  as  any  that  ever  were  known 
to  Antiquity  ?  How  can  chafte  Minds  delight 
in  the  Languifliments  of  wanton  Poetry, 
made  yet  more  ianguiHiing  by  the  Graces  of 
Mufick  ?  What  great  or  noble  is  there  in 
the  dying  Notes  of  foreign  Strumpets  and 
Eunuchs  ?  The  Power  of  Mufick  never  ap- 
pear'd  more  in  England  than  it  has  done  of 
latej  we  have  feen  it  draw  after  it  nu- 
merous Audiences  of  both  Sexes  at  a  ve- 
ry extravagant  Expence,  who  knowing  no- 
thing of  the  Language  were  bewitched  on- 
ly with  the  Magick  of  the  Sounds.  Was  it 
either  Vanity  or  Pleafure?  or  if  either,  was 
it  not  alike  criminal  ?  Should  Chriltians 
fquander  away  fo  many  precious  Hours  in 
Vanity  ,  or  take  Pleafure  in  gratifying  a 
Senfe  that  has  fo  often  been  a  Ttraytor  to 
Virtue? 

Not  that  all  Poetry  and  Mufick  is  of  the 
fame  dangerous  nature.  Retrench  from 
them  whatever  tends  not  to  the  true  End, 
and  they  may  be  very  ufefully  employ'd  to 
excite  in  the  Soul  lively  and  fublime  Noti- 
ons of  God  and  Religion.  As  for  Poetry, 
many  parts  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  Po- 
2  cms 
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cms,  and  were  Tung  by  the  Hebrews.  The 
firft  Precepts  of  Morality  were  delivered  in 
Verfe,  and  the  finging  the  Praife  of  God 
was  the  moft  ancient  Worfhip  among  Men. 
Our  Church  has  carefully  provided  for  the 
Refrefhment  of  the  Souls  of  her  Children  $ 
the  Mufick  of  our  Choirs  give  us  a  ravifh- 
ing,  tho'  a  faint  Idea,  of  the  happy  Choirs 
in  Heaven.  For  this  Reafon  ought  not 
thefe  Arts,  confecrated  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
to  be  condemned.  If  a  Chriftian  Turn  was 
given  to  Mufick  and  Poetry ',  it  would  be  the 
greateft  of  all  Helps  to  difrelifh  prophane 
Pleafures.  Thofe  Ladies  that  are  fenfible  of 
the  Impreflions  made  by  thefe  two  Arts, 
fhould  early  be  directed  to  put  them  to  Di- 
vine Ufes.  And  fuch  as  have  Genius's  and 
V oices  may  innocently  and  ufefully  indulge 
themfelves  in  them,  if  they  find  their  Souls 
rais'd  by  it  in  Devotion,  and  their  Paffions 
are  free  from  thofe  irregular  Emotions  which 
are  the  Effects  of  all  Pleafures  that  owe  their 
Birth  to  the  Senfes.  If  young  Gentlewo- 
men are  forbidden  Poetry  and  Mufick,  it 
will  onlyencreafe  their  Curiofity,  and  make 
'em  fancy  there's  more  in  them  than  they 
will  find  upon  the  Experiment.  If  they  have 
no  Tafte  nor  Genius ,  which  are  Bleffings 
that  every  one  is  not  endow'd  with,  without 
Genius  and  Tafte  they  will  foon  be  weary 
of  them :  wherefore  the  beft  way  is  to  hu- 
C  z  mour 
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mour  their  Inclinations,  and  take  Care  that 
what  Tallents  they  have,  may  rather  ferve 
to  improve  than  to  injure  their  Virtue.  The 
left  is  to  be  laid  of  Painting  ,  for  that  few 
have  a  Genius  for  it ,  and  thofe  that  have 
none  ,  would  reckon  it  ridiculous  to  have 
Advice  given  them  about  a  thing  they  de- 
fpife.  All  thefe  Arts,  Poetry,  Mufick  and 
Painting ,  are  proper  Entertainments  only 
for  Women  of  Quality  ->  not  for  fuch  as  the 
Duties  of  their  Families,  and  what  they  owe 
to  Heaven,  would  wholly  employ. 

The  common  Education  of  young  Gen- 
tlewomen at  Boarding-Schools  is  render'd 
ufelefs,  and  indeed  pernicious.  Whole  Years 
are  fpent  in  teaching  a  taitelefs  Girl  to  paint 
on  Glafs,  and  fuch  fort  of  ufelefs  Know- 
ledge, which  fhould  be  employed  in  form- 
ing their  Minds  to  Virtue,  and  the  moral 
Duties  of  Life.  To  draw  or  to  know  fortie- 
th ing  of  Defign  will  be  ufeful  in  feveral 
Works  that  pais  thro'  the  Hands  of  thofe 
Ladies,  who  do  not  take  Idlenefs  to  be  the 
greateft  Privilege  of  their  Sex  and  Quality. 
For  want  of  knowing  the  Rules  of  Draw- 
7><g  do  we  meet  with  fo  many  extravagant 
Figures  in  Laces ,  Linen ,  Stuffs  and  Em- 
broideries. Horace's  Human  Figure  with  a 
Pi/Fs  Tail  is  not  more  a  Monlter.  Every 
tiling  is  ill  defign'd  and  confus'd ,  without 
Art  5  without  Proportion.    Thefe  pals  for 
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fine,  becaufe  they  coft  a  great  deal  of  Labour  ? 
their  Luftre  dazles  thofe  that  fee  them  afar 
off,  or  do  not  underftand  them,  However 
the  Ladies  have  their  Rules  which  they  will 
not  depart  from,  and  as  irregular  as  they  are, 
Cuftom  has  fo  habituated  them  to  'em,  that 
they  reckon  nothing  more  fantaftical  than  to 
difpute  them.  The  Principles  of  Painting,  if 
known  to  them ,  would  make  them  look 
with  Contempt  on  things  they  otherwife  fet 
the  higheft  Value  upon.  This  Knowledge 
would  leflcn  the  Labour  and  the  Expence  of 
their  W arks,  and  give  them  that  Variety  and 
Beauty,  that  Regularity  and  Grace,  which 
can  only  fet  a  Price  upon  them. 

In  whatever  innocent  Employments  they 
fpend  their  time,  certain  it  is,  that  'tis  their 
Duty  to  employ  it  about  fomething,  and 
that  Idlenefs  is  a  Vice  as  well  in  Women  as 
in  Men.  The  Primitive  Chriftians  of  the 
higheft  Quality  wrought  with  their  own 
Hands.  The  very  Apoftles  themfelves,  and 
the  Saviour  of  the  World  ,  did  the  lamer 
They  did  not  work  to  pafs  away  their  time 
only,  they  made  of  Labour  a  ferious,  acon- 
tinu'd,  and  a  profitable  Employment.  Augu- 
wore  no  Cloaths  but  what  were  wrought 
and  made  by  his  Wife  Livia^  and  his  Daugh- 
ters ;  and  a  greater  than  Livia  y  becauie  a 
Chriflian  and  more  virtuous,  qur  late  Sove- 
reign Queen  Maryr  of  bleffedMemory,  was 
C  5  always 
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always  employing  her  leifure Hours  in  forrre 
Handy- work  of  Ufe  and  Convenience.  She 
had  an  Abhorrence  for  the  Idle^  and  fuffer'd 
none  of  her  Ladies  to  be  fo  in  her  Prefence  : 
She  knew  and  pra&ifed  the  Duty  of  Indu- 
ftry,  knowing  that  Labour  is  a  great  guard 
to  Innocence.  For  the  Mind  will  be  bufy, 
if  the  Hands  do  not  take  off  the  Head  and 
Heart  from  wandring-,  they  will  fometimes 
forget  their  Duty  ,  and  having  not  good 
Matter  to  aft  upon,  will  be  bufied  in  that 
which  is  ill.  When  it  wants  neceflary  and 
ufeful,  it  ftrives  by  all  means  to  amufe  itfelf 
with  needlefs  and  ufelefs  things.  This,  as 
it  is  the  moft  dangerous,  fo  it  is  the  molt 
ordinary  Cheat  of  the  Enemy  >  he  takes  from 
us  the  Occafions  of  employing  our  Time, 
by  prefenting  us  ways  of  lofing  it. 

Idlenefs  has  two  conftant  Companions,  lit* 
lution  and  Incunftancy.  The  Ladies  who 
are  infected  with  this  Vice,  no  fooner  have 
ixDefign^  but  they  prefently  change  it :  They 
lay,  indeed,  *  a  great  many  Foundations,  but 
they  never  finifh  the  Building  >  they  do  not 
fay  /  will}  but  /  am  inclined  to  will  fo  or  fo  $ 
not  this  I  defire  ,  but  this  I  could  deftre  : 
They  deliberate,  but  they  never  refolvej 
their  Motion  is  not  progreflive ,  but  circu^ 
kr*  they  advance  no  more  than  the  Perfon 
who  walks  in  a  Labyrinth .  And  how  fhould 
there  be  any  Progreft  in  the  Labours  of  thofe 
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that  have  no  Aim  ,  and  propofe  nothing 
but  to  fpend  time:  They  care  not  what  be- 
comes of  it  lb  they  can  but  get  rid  of  it. 
Some  perhaps  work  a  little  to  pafs  it  away , 
as  they  call  it,  and  to  divert  thcmfelves* 
they  overturn  thus  the  Order  of  Nature,  by 
which  they  are  to  rell  a  little,  that  they 
may  work  much  they,  on  the  contrary  , 
are  for  taking  much  reft,  that  they  may 
work  a  little.  Religion  ipeaks  after  quite 
another  manner  than  thefe  Ladies  feem  to 
underftand  :  It  does  not ,  'tis  true  ,  forbid 
us  to  ufe  Recreation ,  but  it  requires  that  it 
ihould  not  be  exceflive.  Whether  God  treats 
us  as  Mercenaries,  or  as  Children,  ftill  he 
enjoynsusto  work,  feeing  he  himfelf  works 
always.  We  have  to  animate  us  both  his 
Precept  and  his  Example.  It  is  herein  that 
we  imitate  him  as  a  Father,  when  we  ferve 
him  as  a  Mafter.  None  are  difpenfed  with 
from  this  Law,  either  upon  the  Advantages 
of  Nature  or  of  Fortune.  To  work  is  a  hard 
Word  with  fine  Ladies  $  their  delicate  Fin- 
gers make  it  grate  to  their  Ears ,  and  they 
can't  imagine  any  Obligation  lies  upon  them 
to  do  any  thing  ,  who  have  fo  many  to 
do  every  thing  for  them.  Their  Pleafure 
they  take  to  be  their  Bufinefs,  and  look  up- 
on themfelves  as  not  bound  by  thofe  facred 
Laws  which  bind  the  reft  of  Mankind  -y 
with  fuch,  good  Council  will  be  reckoned 
C  4.  ill 
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ill  Manners ,  and  one  cannot  hope  that  hu- 
man Advice  will  have  any  Influence  where 
divine  Command  has  none. 

How  far  might  our  Reflexions  run  on 
the  Virtue  of  the  good  Employment  of 
Time  in  both  Sexes,  and  on  the  Helps  we 
may  have  in  it. 

He  that  is  choice  of  his  Time  will  alfobe 
choice  of  his  Company  and  his  Actions  , 
that  there  be  nothing  vain  in  the  one  nor 
criminal  in  the  other.  God  has  given  us  a 
fhort  time  upon  Earth  ,  and  yet  upon  this 
ihort  time  depends  Eternity.  There's  not  ail 
Hour  of  our  Lives  (when  we  are  of  Years 
to  diftinguilh  Good  from  Evil)  but  we  muft 
account  for  to  God  who  gave  it  to  us.  If 
every  idle  TVord  will  be  put  to  our  Reckon- 
ing, what  will  every  idle  Day  ?  Many  Ene- 
mies have  we  to  conquer  ,  many  Evils  to 
prevent,  much  Danger  to  run  through,  ma- 
ny Difficulties  to  overcome,  many  Necefli- 
ties  to  ferve,  and  much  Good  to  do  >  w7 here 
then  is  the  Leifure  that  is  fo  burthenfome  to 
Perfonsof  all  Conditions  ?  Nor  were  we  born 
for  our  felves  only;  our  Children,  our  Re- 
lations, our  Friends,  our  Neighbours,  our 
Prince, ,  our  Country,  demand  their  feveral 
Duties  of  us,  after  we  have  difcharged  what 
are  owing  to  our  felves.  There  is  no  Station 
of  Life  but  a  Man  may  ferve  God  in.  All 
Bufinefsthati^neceflary,  charitable,  or  pro- 
fitable 
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fitable  in  order  to  any  of  thofeEnds,  which 
we  are  bound  to  anfwer,  is  the  doing  God's 
Work  y  who  has  given  the  good  things  of 
the  World  to  ferve  the  Needs  of  Nature, 
by  the  Toil  of  the  Ploughman,  the  Skill  of 
the  Artificer,  and  the  Traffick  of  the  Mer- 
chant :  Thefe  Men  are  the  Minifters  of  Di- 
vine Providence  y  and  the  Stewards  of  the 
Creation.  Thus  a  King,  a  Judge,  a  Prieft^ 
a  Lawyer,  a  Phyficianr  doing  the  Work  of 
their  Offices  ,  according  to  their  proper 
Rules,  are  doing  the  Work  of  God,  in  fer- 
ving  thofe  Neceffities  which  God  has  made, 
and  made  noProvifion  for  them  but  by  their 
Miniftry.  No  Man  can  complain  that  his 
Profeffion  takes  him  off  from  Religion  >  his 
Profeffion  itfelf  is  God's  Service  ,  and  if  it 
be  moderately  purfu'dy  and  according  to  the 
Rules  of  Chriftian  Prudence,  it  will  leave 
void  Spaces  enough  for  publick  and  private 
Devotions'. 

Who  is  it  that  can  pretend  to  be  idle  fox 
want  of  having  fomething  to  do  ?  Who  is 
there  that  can  fay  he  has  not  leifure  for 
Prayer  and  Meditation?  He  that  has  the 
molt  Buiinefs  may  fo  order  i&  that  he  fiiall 
ferve  God  in  his  very  Bufinefsr  and  find  va.- 
cant  Hours  for  Divine  Worfhip. 

What  furer  Remedy  is  there  againfl:  Wan- 
tonnefs^  Softnefs  and  Effeminacy,  than  La- 
bour and  Indufhy-   To  the  Laborious  there 
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is  but  little  room  left  for  Temptation,  which 
fteals  upon  them  5  whereas  to  the  Idle  it 
comes  with  open  Violence,  and  the  Impu- 
dence of  a  reftlefs  Importunity. 

Idlenefs  is  the  Burial  of  a  Living  Man; 
an  idle  Perfon  being  fo  ufelefs  to  any  Purpo- 
fes  of  God  and  Man,  that  like  one  that  is 
dead  he  is  unconcern'd  in  the  Changes  and 
Neceffities  of  the  World,  and  lives  only  to 
wafte  his  time  and  eat  the  Fruits  of  the 
Earth  5  like  a  Vermine  or  a  Wolf,  when 
their  time  comes  they  die  and  perilh,  and  in 
the  mean  while  do  no  Good  3  they  neither 
plough,  nor  carry  Burthens  5  all  they  do  is 
either  unprofitable  or  mifchievous. 

There  is  no  greater  Prodigal  than  the  la- 
zy Man  he  throws  away  that  which  is  in- 
valuable in  refpe£fc  of  its  prefent  Ufc,  and  ir- 
reparable when  it  is  pail.  No  Power  of 
Art  or  Nature  can  recover  it  5  wherefore  it 
mull  be  the  greateft  Folly  imaginable  not  to 
improve  it  to  our  utmoft  :  To  help  us  in 
which,  we  may  obferve  and  pra&ife  the  fol- 
lowing Rules. 

Let  us  accuftom  our  felves  when  we  awake 
in  the  Morning  to  think  firjl  upon  God  5  let 
our  lall  Thoughts  at  Night  be  the  fame,  and 
what  we  may  do  for  his  Service.  Let  us 
fleep  away  no  more  of  our  precious  Time 
than  is  neceflary  for  our  Health.  The  Glo- 
ry of  the  Morning  Sun  is  fufficient  to  invite 
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the  Sluggard  from  his  Down ,  did  not  his 
Duty  fummon  him  to  leave  it. 

Whatever  our  Profeflions  are,  we  fhould 
be  diligent  in  them,  and  give  none  of  thofe 
Hours  to  Idlenefs  or  Diverfion  which  Pru- 
dence and  good  Husbandry  dedicate  to  them. 

When  we  have  anfwered  what  we  owe 
to  the  common  Cares  of  Life,  in  our  feve- 
ral  Employments,  we  owe  the  Intervals  of 
our  time  to  our  Creator.  Not  that  we  may 
not  divert  our  felves  innocently ,  to  refrefh 
the  Soul,  and  make  it  the  livelier  in  its  other 
Operations.  The  Delight  good  Men  take 
in  Prayer,  Reading  and  Meditation ,  is  e- 
nough  of  Itfelf  to  recommend  it  5  and  the 
Exercife  of  Works  of  Charity,  Friendlinefs 
and  Neighbourhood,  is  fo  pleafont  to  a  hu- 
man Mind,  that  like  Virtue  'tis  its  own  Re- 
ward- Shall  we  forget  to  call  upon  God  tq 
relieve  our  Neceflities,  and  to  praife  him 
for  his  continual  Goodnefs  ?  Can  we  rife, 
can  we  lie  down,  without  Raptures  of  grate- 
ful Devotion  ? 

'Tis  matter  of  great  Lamentation  to  fee 
how  our  folemn  Fails  and  Feftivals  are  loi- 
ter'd  away,  inftead  of  being  fpent  in  Prayer 
and  Praifes.  Better  for  the  Husbandman  to 
follow  his  Plough,  and  the  Artificer  his 
Trade,  than  to  do  nothing,  or  to  do  wic- 
kedly. Such  Days  fhould  be  devoted  ta 
Works  of  Religion  and  Charity  :  inftead 
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of  which,  our  Fafts  are  Feftivals,  changing 
only  the  Form  $  and  our  Feftivals,  Days  of 
Riot  and  Debauchery, 

Let  not  the  Jollity  and  gay  Humour  of 
Sots*)  dignify'd  with  the  Title  of  good  Com- 
pany ,  tempt  you  to  wafte  that  Time,  of 
which  no  Man  can  be  too  provident.  Bu- 
fy  Bodies  are  almoft  as  dangerous  to  it  they 
fquander  it  in  Impertinence.  One  idle  Bab- 
ler  may  be  the  Lofs  of  many  Mens  time,  and 
the  talkative  Fool  is  not  more  guilty  than 
the  patient.  Avoid  alike  fuch  7riflers9  and 
xheLaugherS)  that  are  indebted  for  theirMirtli 
to  the  Fumes  of  Wine }  Falfe  is  that  Mirth^ 
and  the  Wit  that  makes  it.  Sobriety  re- 
ftores  them  to  their  native  Dulnefs,  and 
they  feem  not  to  have  any  Souls,  any  longer 
than  they  are  fodden. 

Never  make  your  felf  of  any  Parties  ta 
pafs  the  time  only  j  think  that  a  Day  well- 
fpent  may  be  the  Day  of  your  Salvation.  Is 
not  Eternity  of  Joy  worth  the  Sacrifice  of  a 
few  Hours?  Remember  they  were  given 
you  to  make  your  Peace  with  the  offended 
Majefty  of  Heaven }  to  pray  for  Pardon,  and 
to  lay  up  aTreafure  of  good  Works,  againft 
the  great  Day  of  Account,  for  all  our  Deeds 
Hone  in  the  Flejh ,  whether  they  be  good ,  or 
whether  they  be  evil. 

There  is  no  Man  fo  much  involv'd  in  world- 
ly Bufinefs,  but  his  Soul,  in  thegrcateft  Hurry 

of 
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of  it  5  may  by  an  Ejaculation  take  a  Flight 
to  Heaven.  Such  starts  of  Devotion  and 
Piety  are  a  pleafing  Offering  to  God,  who 
would  never  be  forgotten  by  his  Children. 
Thus  may  your  time  be  as  truly  improv'd  by 
your  Trade  as  by  your  Worfhip,  and  by  your 
own  fhort  Prayers,  as  by  the  long  Offices  of 
thofe,  who  have  no  Labour  nor  ufeful  Em- 
ployment to  fill  it  up. 

In  whatever  you  fpend  your  Leifure  or 
your  other  Hours,  let  it  be  in  fome thing 
reafonable  and  profitable ,  fuitable  to  your 
Years  and  Capacity  >  not  in  Trifles  like 
Children,  or  People  out  of  their  Wits.  For 
3  Man  may  be  idly  bufy,  and  the  time  he 
employs  in  Folly  and  Vanity  is  as  much  waft- 
ed,  as  that  which  he  fleeps  or  whiles  away, 
Such  as  fpend  it  like  D  omit  tan  in  catching 
Flies,  or  like  a  modern  Phyfician,  incolle&- 
ing  Butterflies  and  Cockkftjels.  If  it  anfwers 
no  good  End ,  to  be  employed  is  as  pernici- 
ous as  to  be  idle.  Suit  your  Employment 
to  the  Dignity  of  your  Perfon  y  remember 
you  are  a  Man,  and  let  your  Works  anfwer 
your  Charafber.  How  defpicable  did  the 
Tyrant  Nero  make  himfelf  to  all  Greece 
where  he  went  up  and  down  challenging 
the  Fidlers.  Antient  Hiftory  furniflies  us 
with  many  Inftances  of  Princes,  who  have 
fo  far  forgot  themfelves,  and  their  high  Sta- 
tion 5  as  to  take  delight  in  the  moll  trivial 
1  Employ^ 
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Employments.  JEropus^  a  Macedonian  King, 
made  Lanterns  •>  Harcatius,  a  King  of  Par- 
thia^  was  a  Mole-catcher  and  Biantes^  the 
Lydian,  fil'd  Needles.  How  ridiculous  would 
it  be  for  a  Judge  to  fpend  his  time  in  play- 
ing on  a  Flute  ,  or  a  Statefman  to  warte 
His  on  the  Title- Pages  of  old  Authors  ?  It 
was  a  great  Idlenefs ,  fays  a  learned  Prelate, 
in  the  Patriarch  Theophylaft  to  fpend  his 
time  in  his  Stable  of  Horfesy  when  he  Jhould 
have  been  in  his  Study  or  Pulpit.  And  was 
it  not  as  great  an  Error  in  a  more  modern 
Bifliop,  to  idle  away  as  many  Hours  on  his 
Hounds.  Such  Employments  are  the  Difea- 
fes  of  Labour  ,  and  the  Ruft  of  Time  3 
which  it  contrafts  not  by  lying  ftill,  but  by 
being  employ'd  in  Filth. 

Above  all  take  care  that  what  you  are 
bufied  about  becomes  a  Chriftian,  and  have 
no  Mixture  of  Sin  in  it.  He  who  labours 
in  the  Service  of  Avarice,  or  minifters  to 
another's  Luft,  or  deals  in  Impurity  and  In- 
temperance, is  Idle  in  the  worft  Senfe.  E- 
very  Hour  fo  fpent  runs  him  backward,  and 
the  remaining  and  fhorter  Part  of  his  Life 
may  not  be  long  enough  to  recover  what  is 
thus  mifpent.  People  of  Condition  ought 
to  be  very  curious  in  what  they  employ  them- 
felves  about.  Wretched  .are  they  if  their 
Education  has  been  foloofe,  that  they  know 
not  how  to  fpend  their  Time  to  any  Purpofe  > 
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if  they  are  forc'd  to  throw  themfelves  into 
bafe  Company,  purely  becaufe  they  cannot 
tell  what  to  do  when  they  are  alone.  No 
Solitude  is  fo  frightful  as  that  which  leaves 
fuch  Men  with  themfelves  \  and  nothing  fo 
welcome  as  that  which  delivers  'em  from 
fuch  Company.  They  that  have  Learning 
know  how  precious  every  Hour  is,  and  how 
to  improve  it  to  be  ufeful  to  themfelves  and 
the  Publick,  in  Arts,Counfel,  or  Arms :  They 
that  have  none,  fhou'd  in  the  Choice  of  their 
Society  obferve  where  they  can  make  moft 
ufe  of  others  Improvements  to  thofe  noble 
Purpofes,  and  aflbciate  with  fuch  as  will 
neither  tempt  them  to  any  Vice,  nor  join 
with  them  in  any  \  as  may  fupply  their  De- 
feds  by  Inftru6Hon  and  Example.  Such  as 
thefe  may  at  leaft  acquaint  themfelves  with 
Hiftory,  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  their 
Country,  their  own  domeftick  Affairs :  They 
may  learn  OEconony  and  good  Manage- 
ment, Humanity  to  theirTenants  and  Neigh - 
bours>  may  employ  themfelves  in  charitable 
Offices,  in  reconciling  Enemies,  and  pre- 
venting the  Mifchief  of  litigious  Spirits  > 
and  efpecially  ought  they  to  be  well  inftru- 
£ted  in  the  LefTons  that  have  been  already 
read  them ,  to  lay  out  all  the  Hours  they 
have  to  fpare  from  A6ls  of  Neceflity  and 
Charity,  on  Religion  and  Piety. 
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Thefe  Reflections  relate  chiefly  to  Men 
of  Quality,  not  but  they  are  many  of  them 
as  ufeful  for  Ladies,  whofe  Time  fliou'd  be 
employed  in  fuch  Works  as  feem  to  be  al- 
lotted them  by  God  and  Nature.  To  take 
a  Parent's  Care  in  the  Education  of  their 
Children  is  of  late  reckon'd  very  uncourtly  > 
as  if  Quality  was  above  Nature,  and  Title 
could  difcharge  the  Ladies  from  the  Obliga- 
tions of  the  Divine  Laws.  There  was  an 
Age,  when  Women  of  the  beft  Condition 
prided  themfelves  in  performing  Chriftian 
Duties,  in  viflting  and  aflifting  the  Sick, 
comforting  and  relieving  the  Poor  ->  but 
Shew  and  Vanity  ufurp  now  the  Places  of 
Reafon  and  Duty.  How  unmannerly  wou'd 
a  tedious  Difcourfe  be  on  their  Duties  y  as 
Wives,  Daughters,  Mothers?  Would  they 
forgive  the  Prelate  who  fliou'd  preach  to 
them  as  one  of  the  Fathers  of  our  Church 
does  Be  courteous  to  your  Neighbours,  learn 
in  filence  of  your  Husbands  and fpiritual  Guide  sr 
read  good  Books  \  pray  often,  and  [peak  little  y 
learn  to  do  Works  for  neceflary  Ufes  5  by 
which,  the  Reverend  Prelate  tells  us,  the  fa- 
cred  Writ  intends  good  Houfwifry  and  Cha- 
rity :  Virtues  that,  rare  as  they  are,  fhine 
ftill  in  fome  of  our  nobleft  Families  brighter 
even  than  Nobility  itfelf. 

Foppery  and  Wantonnefs  of  Drefs  are 
of  all  things  unbecoming    a  Chriftian 

Life  j 
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Life ;  a  worfe  Employment  Men  and 
Women  of  all  Conditions  cannot  be  bufy'd 
about.  To  Indulge  thei\ppetite  too  much, 
as  it  is  prejudicial  to  the  Health  of  the  Bo- 
dy, fo  alfo'is  it  to  that  of  the  Soul;  not  on- 
ly by  taking  up  too  much  time  in  contriving 
how  to  regale  the  Palate,  but  by  pampering 
the  Flefh,  and  preparing  it  for  Temptation. 
Moderate  Food  and  Apparel  diftinguifli'd  the 
-firft  Chriftians,  who,  upon  their  Converfion, 
renoune'd,  as  we  all  do  now  by  our  baptis- 
mal Vow,  the  Pomps  and  Vanities  of  this 
wicked  World,  the  Luxury  of  Diet  and 
Drefs. 

Thofe  that  are  over  curious,  and  always 
enquiring  after  things  which  concern  them 
not,  unprofitably  employ  their  Time.  The 
bearing  and  hearing  of  Tales  is  often  attended 
with  Scandal  and  Backbiting  5  Vices  for 
which  Chriftians,  who  have  a  New  Com- 
mandment to  love  one  another,  ihou'd  have 
an  Abhorrence.  How  it  has  prevaiPd  lately^ 
we  have  been  fad  Witnefles  of  $  Medlers  with 
other  Mens  Matters,  have  infected  the  World 
with  a  malignant  Spirit  of  Slander.  So  far 
only  fliou'd  we  be  concern'd  for  our  Neigh- 
bours, as  to  pity  their  Diftrefles,  and  relieve 
their  Wants.  If  unneceflary  and  fantaftick 
Vifits  are  forbidden  us  under  the  Vice  of 
Idlenefs,  what  will  become  of  great  Part  of 
the  Ladies  Time,  and  ho  w  will  they  account 
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for  it  ?  It  is  now  a  Piece  of  good  Breeding 
to  ramble  three  or  four  Days  in  a  Week  from 
Houfe  to  Houfe,  not  in  doing  good,  but  in 
doing  nothing,  and  to  fit  at  Home  the  reft 
of  it,  expedfcing  as  great  Triflers  as  themfelves, 
Drefs^  MealS)  Vifit^  Park,  Opera^  and  Play9 
take  up  all  the  Hours  that  are  not  given  by 
them  to  fleep  >  in  which,  if  the  Morning 
is  not  fpent,  Drefs  confumes  it  all  :  The 
Noon  is  not  long  enough  for  Dinner,  the 
Afternoon  is  loiter'd  away  in  the  Park^  and 
the  reft  of  the  Day  at  the  Theatres  :  What 
Part  of  it  can  they  fpare  for  the  Church  and 
theClofet?  What  Part  of  it  do  they  dedicate 
to  God,  who  will  moft  furely  demand  his 
Share,  at  the  laft  Judgment,  and  eternally  pu- 
niih  thofe  that  have  defrauded  him  of  it  ?  Re- 
creations, as  has  been  obferv'd,  however  in* 
nocent  they  are  in  themfelves,  become  cri- 
minal when  that  Time  is  mifpent  in  them, 
which  fhould  be  apply'd  to  religious  or  civil 
Ufes  i  choofe  therefore  fuch  as  are  healthy, 
fhort  and  refrefhing.  Never  make  a  Bun- 
nefs  of  your  Pleafure.  He  who  waftes  his 
Time  in  Sport  and  calls  it  Recreation^  is 
like  him  whofe  Coat  is  all  made  of  Fringes, 
and  his  Meat  nothing  but  Sawfes :  They  arc 
healthlefs,  expenfive,  and  ufelefs  $  none  are 
more  fo  than  thofe  that  Heal  your  Affe&ions 
from  feverer  Employments.  To  what  you 
give  your  Affections,  you  will  not  grudge  to 
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give  your  Time.  St.  John  diverted  himfelf 
with  a  tame  Partridge,  but  we  fhou'd  not 
for  that  reafon  fpend  our  Time  in  playing 
with  Lap-dogs  5  or  feeding  Canary-birds  $ 
Employments,  than  which  none  can  be  more 
innocent,  if  too  much  Time  is  not  wafted  on 
them  >  none  more  trifling  and  ridiculous,  if 
it  is.  The  Mind,  like  a  Bow,  muft  not  be 
always  bent  \  it  is  lawful  and  neceflary  to 
relax  it  \  but  we  muft  never  fuffer  it  to  be 
unready,  or  unftrung. .  What  has  been  faid 
of  Prayer  and  Meditation  will  inftruft  us  to 
let  nothing  but  a  violent,  fudden  and  impa- 
tient Neceflity  make  us  omit,  one  Day, 
our  Morning  and  Evening  Devotions :  Mi- 
nutes, fo  employ'd,  will  help  us  to  fpend 
Hours  the  more  ufefully  and  religioufly.  If 
People  wou'd  withdraw  themfelves  from  Bu- 
iinefs  and  Company,  to  offer  up  fome  fhort 
Prayers  or  Ejaculations  to  Heaven,  they 
wou'd  at  their  return  learn  to  feafon  them 
with  heavenly  things.  Thefe  tranflent  De- 
votions are  only  juftifiable  in  fuch  as  are  bu- 
fy'd  by  the  Cares  of  Life :  For  God's  Work 
is  not  to  be  done  negligently  and  idly  >  the 
Heart  muft  not  be  fet  upon  the  World, 
when  the  Hand  is  lifted  in  Prayer.  Be  fure 
to  prefer  an  Ad  of  Religion  in  its  Place  and 
proper  Seafon,  before  all  worldly  Pleafure, 
Let  Secular  things,  that  may  be  difpens'd 
with,  wait  upon  Spiritual.  Sir  Thomas  Mor% 
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Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England^  being 
fent  for  by  the  King  when  he  was  at  his 
Prayers  in  Publicity  return'd  anfwer,  He 
ivou'd  attend  him  ivhen  he  had  fir  ft  perform "d 
his  Service  to  the  King  of  Kings  :  And  it  did 
Honour  to  Rufticus^  that  when  Letters  from 
Ctefar  were  given  him,  he  refus'd  to  open 
them,  till  the  Philofopher  had  done  his  Le- 
cture. If  that  wife  Roman  thought  fuch  Ho- 
mage was  due  to  the  Difpenfitions  of  human 
Wifdom,  how  much  more  is  due  to  divine  ? 
If  to  know  how  to  govern  ones  felf  in  this 
tranfitory  Life  be  of  more  Importance  than 
imperial  Commands,  how  important  is  it 
for  us  to  do  our  Work  for  Eternity  ? 

When  the  Clock  ftrikes,  or  however  elfe 
you  meafure  the  Day,  'tis  good  every  Hour 
to  blefs  it  with  an  Ejaculation,  and  ufe  your 
felf  to  meafure  your  Time  by  your  Devotion, 
which  is  the  moft  infallible  way  to  improve 
it  :  Do  this  alfo  in  the  Breaches  of  your 
Sleep,  that  thofe  Spaces  which  have  in  them 
no  dired  Bufinefs  of  the  World,  may  be 
iill'd  with  Religion. 

If  it  has  been  your  Misfortune  to  have 
mifpent  any  of  your  precious  Time,  make  it 
your  firlc  Care  to  redeem  it  by  repenting  of 
what  you  have  loft,  and  putting  thofe  Parts 
of  it  which  were  wafted  on  Trivial  or  Crimi- 
nal Ufes,  to  Pious  and  Religious  ones.  Give 
thofe  Hours  efpecially  to  thofe  Graces,  ths 
[  contrary 
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contrary  of  which  you  formerly  pra&is'd* 
If  you  have  been  fo  wicked  as  to  wafte  any 
in  Luxury  and  Uncleannefs,  dedicate  a  grea- 
ter Part  of  your  future  Life  to  A&ions  of 
Chaftity  and  Temperance.  Be  on  the  Watch 
againft  prefent  and  future  Perils  $  and  from 
time  to  time  look  out  that  you  be  in  no  more 
Danger  of  falling;  this  will  be  to  redeem: 
it :  Andbelides  A€ts  of  Religion  and  Piety, 
you  may  buy  your  Security  of  it  at  the 
Price  of  any  Labour  or  honeft  Arts.  As  a 
part  of  every  Day  lhould  be  given  to  God's 
Service,  fo  alfo  mould  a  part  of  every  Year  j 
wherein  all  worldly  Bufinefs  fhou'd  be  quit- 
ted, and  that  folemn  Portion  of  it  be  fpent 
in  Fafting  and  Prayer,  Meditation  and  At- 
tendances upon  God}  in  examining  our 
felves  5  to  fee  how  we  grow  in  Godlinei% 
as  we  do  in  Age.  Yearly  ought  we  to  make 
up  our  Accounts  with  Heaven  5  to  renew 
our  Vows,  and  ftudy  to  amend  whatever 
has  been  amifs  in  the  former  part  of  our 
Lives.  In  this  we  fliall  be  much  aflifted  if 
we  examine  our  felves  daily ,  and  keep  our 
Accounts  fhort.  Take  a  particular  Scrutiny 
of  your  Actions  eveiy  Night  before  you 
ileep  y  and  clear  your  Confcience  by  Repen- 
tance and  Prayer,  if  you  have  any  thing  to 
charge  it  with,  as  the  pureft  Minds  will  al- 
ways have.  When  the  Temptations  of  the 
Day  have  been  great,  by  Feafts^  Sport j,  and 
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the  like,  the  more  ftrift  let  your  Examina- 
tion be ,  the  more  fevere  your  Penitence , 
the  more  firm  your  Refolutions,  with  the 
Divine  Grace,  to  be  upon  your  guard  againit 
them  for  the  future.  If  nothing  but  com- 
mon has  happened,  the  lefs  need  we  examine 
our  felves :  But  let  us  never  lie  down,  nor 
truft  our  Heads  to  the  Pillow,  without  fuch 
a  Recollection,  for  fear  fome  Sin  fhou'd  be 
forgotten,  and  paft  by  unrepented  of,  and 
we  fliou'd  accufto'm  our  felves  to  run  back 
in  our  Account  fo  far,  till  we  lhall  be  afraid 
to  retrofpeft,  and,  like  Bankrupts,  ruin  our 
Souls ,  becaufe  we  durft  not  look  into  the 
Book  of  our  Confciences.  By  running  over 
the  Aftions  of  every  Day  in  our  Minds  at 
Night,  wefhall  find  out  Matter  of  Thanks- 
giving, as  well  as  Sorrow,  and  commend 
our  felves  to  God  in  fweet  Ecftafies  of 
Praife. 

In  obferving  thefe  Rules,  for  the  ufeful 
and  pious  Employment  of  our  Time,  let  us 
prafticethem  with  Prudence  and  Moderati- 
on, not  with  Vexation  and  Scruple.  Let 
us  lay  hot  too  much  Strefs  on  our  over  Di- 
ligence, and  think  no  Merit  greater  than 
our  good  Works,  who  have  only  the  Me- 
rits of  our  Redeemer  to  rely  upon.  Civil 
Employments  are  good  Advantages,  but  ma- 
ny of  the  Particulars  recommended,  not  Di- 
vine Commandments  j  they  mult  therefore 
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be  us'd,  as  fhall  be  found  expedient  to  eve- 
ry one's  Condition.  For,  provided  our  Du- 
ty be  fecur'd,  the  Degrees  and  Inftruments 
of  it  are  permitted  to  every  Man,  according 
to  his  Station  and  Circumltances,  and  the 
Condu£t  or  fuch  as  are  appointed  to  be  his 
Guides.  Happy  is  he,  who  can  fecure  eve- 
ry Hour  for  pious  Ufes  $  but  the  Duty  con- 
fifts  not  fcrupuloufly  in  Minutes  and  Half- 
hours,  nor  in  greater  or  lefs  Portions  of 
Time,  but  in  appropriating  it  all  to  the  Du- 
ties that  are  required  of  us  as  Chriftians  and 
as  Men ;  remembring  none  of  it  mull  be 
fpar'd  for  Sin,  and  that  without  Sin  we 
cannot  be  idle. 

Were  there  no  other  Confiderations  than 
what  relate  to  this  World  only ,  one  idle 
Perfon  wou'd  be  a  Scandal  and  a  Nufance 
to  it.  From  Lazinefs  came  Knavery  and 
Theft,  Poverty  and  Beggary.  The  Laws  of 
Man  as  well  as  God  difcountenance  it  in  all 
well  govern'd  States.  The  Publick  exa£ts 
a  part  of  every  Man's  Time 3  and*  there  is 
not  a  Man  upon  Earth  of  fo  exalted  a  Sta- 
tion, that  he  can  fay  in  any  one  Minute  of 
his  Life,  that  he  has  nothing  to  do,  either 
for  himfelf  or  others.  In  the  lower  Order 
of  Mankind,  Idlenefs  is  not  only  finful  but 
criminal  >  and  the  Body  as  well  as  the  Mind 
is  fubje6t  to  Correction.  As  to  the  other 
World,  thefe  Confiderations  are  of  the  laft 
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Importance  on  this  account  only,  that  the 
good  ufe  of  our  Time  prepares  us  for  all  fud- 
den  Changes  •>  and  we  fhall  not,  if  we  have 
well  improved  it,  be  furpriz'd  at  the  fudden 
coming  of  the  Day  of  our  Lord.  We  fhall 
be  ready  and  willing  to  render  our  Accounts 
of  our  Adtions  5  becaufe  our  Days  have  not 
been  evil  Evil  indeed  are  all  our  Days  that 
have  been  beft  employ 'd  3  but  the  Mercy  of 
God  will  accept  of  our  Repentance,  when 
we  daily  beg  it  of  him  with  Sincerity  and 
Contrition. 

Beg  God's  Blefling,  intend  his  Honour, 
and  willingly  fubmit  to  his  Providence,  in 
complying  with  the  Duty  of  your  Calling  > 
be  diligent  and  careful  in  it,  and  endea- 
vour after  Perfection.  Do  not  adt  in  it 
with  too  much  Intenfcnefs  >  nor  difcompofe 
nor  hurry  your  felves  fo  far,  as  to  lofe  the 
Command  of  your  felves ,  and  lie  open  to 
the  Temptations  of  Avarice  and  Pride. 

When  you  go  from  one  Bufinels,  or  one 
Company  to  another,  confider  how  you  dif- 
charg'd  your  felves  in  it,  that  you  may  beg 
pardon  for  what  was  amifs  $  and  having  your 
Conferences  clear,  may  attend  what  you  are 
going  about  with  the  more  Eafe,  Applica- 
tion and  Chearfulnefs. 

If  your  Employment  admits  Conventi- 
on, and  your  Circumihmces  allow  it,  why 
may  you  not  ferve  both  Worlds  at  once  ? 

While 
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While  you  are  working,  let  your  Servants 
or  Children  read  to  you,  or  repeat  what  they 
have  learnt  from  the  Scripture  and  Catechife, 
or  from  Books  of  Morality :  Or  if  this  does 
not  fuit  with  your  Profeffion,  there  are  few 
but  may  mix  profitable  Difcourfes  and  pi- 
ous Thoughts  with  their  Labours. 

Exa£t  no  more  Work  of  any  than  their 
Strength  and  Health  enable  them  to  per- 
form $  and  take  not  from  them  all  their 
Time,  who  owe  a  Portion  of  it  to  Heaven 
as  well  as  your  felves  i  You  ought  rather  to 
inftruft  and  encourage  them  in  their  Devo- 
tion, than  to  interrupt  or  obftruft  it ':  You 
mayalfo  make  your  felf  accountable  for  their 
Sin,  of  which  your  Avarice  was  the  occa- 
fion. 

If  you  work  for  others,  do  it  with  as  much 
Diligence  and  Integrity  as  if  it  was  for  your 
felves  remembring  that  Divine  Law,  to  do 
in  all  things  with  your  Neighbour,  Friend, 
or  Enemy ,  as  you  wou'd  be  done  by.  Be 
exa&ly  faithful  in  Word  and  Deed  to  all, 
and  kind  and  charitable,  according  to  your 
Neighbour's  Wants,  and  your  own  Abi- 
lity. \ 

In  fine.  Let  thofe  who  flatter  themfelves 
that  they  are  not  fo  much  accountable  for 
mis-fpent  Time,  as  thofe  that  are  obliged  to 
ufe  it  for  the  Neceflities  of  Life,  hear  what 
God  laid  to  Adam  their  Father ,  and  then, 

Vol  I.  D  if 


50  Rmployment. 

if  they  can ,  prove  by  what  other  fuperior 
Law  they  are  exempted  from  that  fame 
Doom. 

Becaufe  thou  haft  hearkened  unto  the  Voice 
of  thy  JVife^  and  haft  eaten  of  the  free  of 
which  I  commanded  thee^  faying^  Thou  fhalt 
mt  eat  of  it  -y  cur  fed  is  the  Ground  for  thy 
fake  j  in  for  row  fhalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the 
Days  of  thy  Life.  Thorns  alfo  and  Thi files 
-  fhall  it  bring  forth  to  thee9  and  thou  fhalt  eat 
the  Herb  of  the  Field.  In  the  Sweat  of  thy 
Face  jh alt  thou  eat  Breads  till  thou  return  un- 
to the  Ground. 

Labour  is  partly  a  Command  and  partly  a 
Punifhment:  It  was  at  firfb  the  EfFeft  of 
Sin  5  'tis  now  the  Preferver  of  Innocence, 
There  will  be  no  Labour  in  Heaven  y  but 
then  there  will  be  no  Temptation.  This 
Life  is  a  State  of  Tryal  and  Action,  of  mu- 
tual Dependence  and  Improvement.  By 
Work  is  the  Body  fupported,  and  the  Mind 
inftru&ed:  God  can  inform  the  one  and 
prefervc  the  other,  without  our  Co-opera- 
tion i  but  he  has  not  been  pleas'd  to  give  us 
any  Promife  fo  to  do :  On  the  contrary  he 
tells  us,  In  the  Sweat  of  our  Face  fhall  we  eat 
our  Bread.  And  theHigheft  are  asfubje£fc  to 
his  Command,  as  well  as  the  Lowell  \  and 
no  more  exempted  from  Labour 9  than  from 
Travel  in  their  bringing  forth.  Both  were 
the  Puniihment  of  our  firft  Parent's  Difo- 
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bedience;  and  it  is  the  greateft  Prefumpti- 
on,  to  think  of  altering  or  not  complying 
with  this  fundamental  Law  of  the  Creator. 
A  contemplative  Life  is  the  Felicity  of  fepa- 
rated  Spirits  >  and  that  eternal  Reft  which 
they  enjoy  in  Heaven,  the  Reward  of  thofe 
that  fight  the  good  Fight  upon  Earth.  The 
common  Enemy  of  our  Souls  will  always 
be  tempting  us  to  Idlenefs-y  he  has  us  then 
at  the  greateft  Advantage:    'Tis  for  this 
Reafon  he  flatters  our  Imagination  with  the 
Charms  of  Eafe,  and  the  Delights  of  Soli- 
tude. When  our  Thoughts  are  wandering, 
as  the  Soul  will  be  always  in  motion,  'tis 
then  he  furprizes  us  and  mailers  them .  None 
but  our  Saviour  cou'd  have  refilled  him  in 
the  Wildernefs ;  and  the  Example  of  his  be- 
ing fo  long  tempted  there  5  is  given  us  to 
fliew  us,  that  we  are  not  of  our  felves  a 
Match  for  the  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the 
Air  5  and  that  'tis  only  the  Prerogative  of 
God  to  be  Independent.    If  we  call  in  the 
Help  of  Labour  and  Devotion ,  he  will  find 
us  too  well  prepared  for  his  Attacks ,  and 
will  wait  for  a  more  loofe  unguarded  Hour, 
There  is  no  Work  defpicable  becaufe  it  is 
mean ;  if  it  is  honeft  and  neceflary  'tis  ho- 
nourable.   I  am  render'd  important  to  the 
Creation ,  by  ferving  to  its  Neceffities.  It 
has  been  mention'd ,  that  Princefles  in  old 
Times  did  not  difdain  the  Diftaff  and  Nee- 
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die.  The  Golden  Age  is  painted  as  aPafto 
ral  one,  when  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  tilled 
the  Ground  ,  and  the  Princes  kept  Sheep. 
The  Mother  of  Chrift  had  a  Carpenter  to  her 
Husband ;  and  Turtle  Doves  and  Pidgeons^ 
were  all  the  Sacrifice  fhe  had  to  offer  at  the 
Nativity  of  our  Redeemer.  What  is  defer-- 
ving  Contempt  which  is  the  Gift  of  Provi- 
dence? Whatever  my  Employment  is,  let 
me  do  it  as  chearfully  and  as  perfe£lly  as  I 
can,  for  God's  fake,  and  in  a  Spirit  of  Obe- 
dience 5  that  I  may  be  of  the  Number  of 
thofe,  to  whom  it  lhall  be  pronounc'd, 
Well  done  ye  good  and  faithful  Servants,  &c. 

In  performing  the  Duties  of  Religion  and 
Life,  Diligence  in  both  promifes  us  alike 
with  Succefs ;  and  if  my  Diligence  arifes 
from  a  pious  Principle  to  pleafe  God,  and 
eonfidering,  that  every  thing  I  do  is  done  in 
his  Prefence,  I  fhall  not  only  have  the  tem- 
poral Reward,  but  the  eternal.  If  we  give 
our  Hands  to  the  World,  let  us  keep  our 
Hearts  from  it.  On  whatever  I  am  employed 
about,  let  my  AfFedHons  be  fet  on  things  a- 
hove.  If,  like  Martha,  I  am  cumbred  with 
many  things,  I  wou'd,  with  Mary,  be  ltill 
mindful  of  the  one  thing  needful 
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A  Prayer  for  thofe  that  Labour, 

OGood  and  gracious  God,  let  not  the  Cares 
of  this  World  deaden  the  Influences  of 
thy  holy  Spirit.  Let  my  End  in  all  -my  Acti- 
ons be  the  doing  of  my  Duty,  and  not  worldly 
Profit  only.  Let  no  I>  if  order  of  my  Jffefficns, 
indifpofe  my  Mind  forASls  o  f  Devotion,  be  a 
Temptation  to  Sin,  or  caufe  my  overlooking 
Opportunities  of  glorifying  thee ,  my  Creator, 
or  doing  good  to  my  Neighbour.  Shall  I  not 
fing  thy  Praifes  at  my  Labours,  when  St.  Paul 
and  Silas  fang  them  in  Prifon  ?  Thou  com- 
mandedfi  the  Israelites  to  fpeak  of  the  Law5  and 
the  great  things  thou  hadfl  done  for  them,  'when 
they  went  out,  and  when  they  came  in.  Let- 
that  be  my  Rule,  oh  my  Lord !  and  let  my 
Children  and  Servants  be  taught  the  excellent 
Precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  to  declare  thy  wonder- 
ful Love  to  Man,  in  thy  only  Son  Chrifl  Je- 
fus.  1 '  fubmit  to  thy  Providence  in  the  Work 
I  am  obliged  to  do  for  my  daily  Bread.  L  look 
tip  to  thee  as  the  Giver  of  it,  and  chear fully 
make  ufe  of  the  Means  of  obtaining  it.  Par- 
don my  want  of  Knowledge,  remove  my  dead- 
ly Ignorance,  afjifi  me  with  thy  divine  Gracey 
in  my  humble  readi?ig  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
attending  the  facred  Ordinances.  Let  me  not 
indulge  natural  Pride ,  or  Sloth ,  in  learning 
that  which  is  good.    Accept,  oh  Lord  I  of  the- 
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Improvements  I  ?nake  of  the  Talents  thou  hafl 
entrufied  me  with.  Give  me  Uprightness  of 
Hearty  and  forgive  my  unwilling  Mifiakes. 

A  Prayer  for  the  Rich. 

A.  thou,  oh  Lord !  hafl  made  me  able  to 
give,  ??iake  me  willing,  I  befeech  thee. 
Let  me  not  wafle  that  T'ime  in  Vanity  and  TVick- 
ednefs,  that  ought  to  be  employ }d  in  thy  Ser- 
vice. Since  thou  hafl  fet  my  Feet  on  high,  let 
my  Heart  be  alfo  lifted  up ,  not  to  clef  pi fe  my 
Brother,  but  to  glorifie  thee  >  and  by  a  higher 
Frofpett,  endeavour  to  guide  others  in  the  beau- 
tiful Paths  of  Life  and  Virtue.  Give  me  the 
Riches  of  Grace,  and  advance  me  in  the  School 
of  Wifdom  and  Knowledge, 

The  former  Refle&ions  concern  chiefly 
that  part  of  Life,  which  fits  us  for  another 
World :  The  following  are  intended  to  fit 
us  more  for  this,  by  making  us  agreeable 
to  our  felves  and  others, 


Wit 
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Wit  and  Delicacy, 

HE  Chara&er  of  Wit  is  alike 
affe&ed  by  both  Sexes:  If 
Learning  adorns  it  in  Men, 
Beauty  gives  it  as  much  grace 
in  Women;  and  makes  it 
more  dangerous  to  thofe  that  pofTefs  it.  La- 
dies of  a  lively  active  Spirit  are  very  apt  to 
turn  it  to  Intrigue  \  which,  perhaps,  may 
begin  in  Frolick  only,  but  too  often  ends  in 
Shame.  An  Aifeftation  of  Wit,  where  it 
is  not,  ferves  only  to  render  Folly  more  ri- 
diculous-, it  makes  both  Men  and  Women 
forward  in  fpeaking  they  fancy  they  fhew 
their  Wit  when  they  fhew  their  Ignorance  y 
and  expofe  themfelves  to  be  the  Jeft  of  the 
Company,  when  they  endeavour  to  be  the 
Admiration.  This  talkative  forward  Hu- 
mour fets  fuch  as  have  little  Wit  on  a  level 
with  thofe  that  have  none,  and  fpoils Talents 
which  are  capable  of  Improvement.  Give 
them  a  Relifh  of  Delicacy,  they  will  fooa 
be  afham'd  of  that  vain  Humour,  and  avoid 
D  4 
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the  Shelves  which  are  fo  fatal  to  Imperti- 
nence. 'Delicacy  is  of  the  Virgin  Kind,  the 
lefs  it  is  touch'd  the  more  it  is  admir'd,  and 
better  recommended  by  Modefty  and  Silence 
t^an  by  fine  Airs  and  turns  of  Fancy>  which 
ieldomdo  theBufinefs  they  are  defigned  for, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  offend  inftead  of  plea- 
fing.  A  young  Lady  flipuld  never  fpeak, 
but  for  Neceflity,  and  even  then  with  Dif- 
fidence and  Deference:  She  fhould  never 
talk  of  things  above  the  common  reach  of 
her  Age  and  Sex ,  however  Ihe  may  be  in- 
form'd  of  them  by  the  Advantages  of  her 
Quality  and  Education.  Let  her  not  be 
tempted  into  this  Error  by  a  happy  Memo- 
ry, by  a  quick  and  pleafant  Imagination,  by 
a  Fluency  of  Speech,  or  any  of  thofe  Quali- 
ties, which  fhe  may  enjoy  in  common  with 
a  great  Number  of  other  Women,  of  little 
Senfe  otherwife,  and,  in  fome  refpe£ts,  ve- 
ry contemptible.  Her  Behaviour  lhould  be 
exaft  and  regular,  her  Temper  even  and  or- 
derly, her  Judgment  juft  and  upright,  to 
know  when  to  talk  and  when  to  be  filent} 
and  if  in  all  her  Condu£t  there  appears  more 
Difcretion  than  Humour ,  her  other  Quali- 
ties will  fhine  the  brighter,  and  diftinguifh. 
her  from  the  reft  of  her  Sex. 

This  Prudence  is  a  much  more  neceflary 
Qualification  than  what  is  call'd  Wit :  It  will 
give  her  an  Air  of  Authority  and  Refpeft  r 
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inft.ead  of  a  vain  and  familiar  one.  Whate- 
ver other  Accomplifhments  fhe  has,  will, 
without  this ,  want  their  true  Ornament, 
and  have  no  more  Value,  without  good  Or- 
der, than  fcatter'd  Flowers  confufedly  blown 
about  by  the  Wind. 

There  is  a  fort  of  Difcretion  and  Pru- 
dence, by  which  even  the  Vicious  preferve 
their  Reputation  y  and  for  want  of  which, 
the  moft  Virtuous  lofe  theirs.  The  Efcapes 
of  little  Excurfions  of  Wit  are  often  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  it.  Young  Ladies  therefore  rauft  be 
upon  their  guard,  and  not  let  things  flip 
from  their  Tongues  which  ought  not  to 
dwell  in  their  Minds.  Delicacy  of  thought 
will  help  them  to  avoid  this  Wreck  >  no- 
thing can  be  delicate  that  is  not  true  and 
innocent.  Pertnefs  of  Fancy  and  Expreffi- 
011  has  a  falfe  Delicacy,  which  glares  per- 
haps in  Converfation  ,  but  never  pleafes. 
The  furefl:  Sign  of  want  of  Wit  is  a  Fond- 
nels  of  fhewing  it>  thofe  that  have  it  are 
fparing  of  a  Treafure  which  is  fo  j*are  and 
uncommon.  TrueWifdom  is  like  the  Lamps 
of  the  ancient  Sepulchres,  which  lalted  fa 
long  light  as  they  were  under  ground,  and 
were  extinguish' d  as  foon  as  they  took  Air, 
Wit  indeed,,  if  true,,  will  fhine  out,  but 
never  but  when  it  is  lure  of  firiking  ,  and 
to  have  the  Effect  it  intended, 
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To  affeft  a  niceTafte  of  things,  without 
Difcernment,  is  like  judging  of  Painting 
without  Sight.  The  beft  Tafte  in  the  Con- 
duct of  Life  is  the  accommodating  ourfelves 
to  Affairs,  according  as  they  are  more  or 
lefs  ufeful.  Nothing  is  really  eftimablebut 
good  Senfe  and  Virtue  ;  both  of  which 
make,  us  look  upon  Difguft  and  Nicenefs, 
not  as  laudable  Delicacies,  but  rather  as  the 
Weaknefles  of  a  fick  Mind  or  Body. 

Since  we  are  to  live  in  the  World  with 
the  Dull  and  Rude,  as  well  as  with  the  Po- 
lite and  Witty  5  fince  our  Affairs  will  not 
be  always  fo  very  delicate  \  Reafon,  the  on- 
ly true  Delicacy ,  bids  us  to  be  polite  with 
the  Polite,  and  delicate  with  the  Delicate ^ 
to  fuit  our  Behaviour  to  our  Company,  and 
-as  that  is,  to  be  either  witty  or  dull  5  if  it  is 
in  our  Power  to  be  either  the  one  or  the  o- 
ther.  A  difguflful  Temper  makes  us  unea- 
fy  both  to  our  felves  and  others.  If  we  dif- 
tafte  every  thing  ,  every  body  will  diftalte 
us  \  and  he  who  imagines  that  by  being 
over-nice  he  may  get  the  Charadter  of  being 
wife^  may  probably  meet  with  that  of  be- 
ing over-wife  ;  agreeably  to  the  State  of  a 
modern  Critick,  whofe  over-wifdom  and  over- 
delicacy  have  turn'd  at  laft  into  downright 
Madnete, 
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F  the  two  Sexes  the  fofter  one 
has  moft  need  of  Advice,  in  the 
life  of  their  Diverfionsj  there 
are  more  Eyes  upon  them,  from 
the  other  to  admire  and  pleafe 
them  ,  than  their  own  to  obferve  and  cen- 
(lire.  Befides  the  Temptations  of  their  own 
Hearts,  they  have  thofe  of  the  Men  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  5  and  if  they  fhew  the  leaft  Dif- 
pofition  to  Pieafure,  they  will  find  enough 
to  encourage  them  in  it.  To  be  eager  in 
the  Purfuit  of  it,  while  they  are  young,  is 
dangerous ;  to  catch  at  it,  when  they  are 
old,  is  catching  at  a  Shadow :  When  it  be- 
comes lefs  natural  it  grows  to  be  indecent, 
Diverfions  are  for  the  Oppreft  by  Labour,  tOi 
eafe  and  relieve  them*  the  Idle  want  not 
Relief  and  Eafe,  and  yet  they,  above  all,, 
are  ever  crying  they  want  fpmething  to  di- 
vert themfelves.  'Tis  as  neceffary  as  natu- 
ral, to  unbend  our  Thoughts,  when  they 
are  too  much  ftretch'd  by  our  Cares  j  but 
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to  turn  our  whole  Lives  into  a  Holy  Day  , 
is  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  deftroying  Pleafure 
inftead  of  promoting  it.    The  Mind ,  like 
the  Body  ,   is  tir'd  in  being  always  in  one 
Pofture.   The  moft  picquant  Sawces  wou'd 
lofe  their  Tafte,  if  we  were  to  be  always 
eating  them.    Too  ferious  Application  of 
Mind  breaks  it ,   too  diverting  loofens  it ; 
Variety  gives  the  Relilh.    Diver fions  too 
frequently  repeated  become  at  fir  ft  indiffe- 
rent, andatlaft  tedious >  whenwell-chofen, 
and  well-tim'd  ,  they  are  without  Blarney 
when  us'd  to  an  Excels  their  Innocence  turns5 
if  not  to  a  Crime,  at  leaft  to  Impertinence. 
Ladies  are  now  engaged  for  Atfemblies^  Par- 
ties ,  Vifits  and  Mafquerades^  as  Bejffus  was 
for  Duels.    They  live  in  a  Circle  of  Idle- 
nefs,  w7here  they  turn  round  for  the  whole 
Year,  without  the  Interruption  of  a  ferious 
Hour*    they  know  what  Plays  are  on  the 
Stocks,  what  Singers  are  come  or  coming 
from  Italy :   No  Trooper  is  more  obedient 
to  the  Sound  of  his  Captain's  Trumpet,  than 
they  are  to  that  w7hich  fummons  them  to  a 
Puppet-Show  or  a  Monfter.     The  Spring 
that  brings  out  Flies  and  Fools  drives  them 
to  Hide  Park.    In  Winter  they  are  an  In- 
cumbrance to  the  Theaters ,   and  the  Bal- 
lad of  the  Drawing-Room  -y    the  Streets 
are  all  this  wThile  fo  weary  of  thefe  daily  Fa- 
ces, that  Mens  Eyes  are  overlaid  with  them  ^ 

they 
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they  ride  about  fo  long  to  be  gafc'd  upon , 
that  at  laft  they  are  a  Surfeit  to  the  Sights 
which  is  glutted  with  fine  things,  as  the  Sto- 
mach is  with  fweet  ones.  The  Indian^  and 
other  Ladies,  who  want  the  Charms  of  the 
EugUflO)  excite  by  Curiofity  the  Paffion  they 
cannot  affe£t  by  Beauty.  But  as  if  ours  were 
always  fure  of  Conqueft5  they  do  not  con- 
fider  that  by  giving  too  much  of  themfelves 
to  the  World,  they  grow  lufcious,  and  op- 
prefs  inftead  of  pleafe.  Thefe  jolly  Dames^ 
fo  continually  feek  Diverfion,  that  in  a  little 
time  they  grow  into  a  jeft,  yet  are  unwil- 
ling to  remember  that  if  they  were  feldomer 
feen  they  would  not  be  fo  often  laugh'd  at. 
Who  will  chufe  to  look  on  a  Face  he  is  fure 
to  fee  to  morrow  ,  who  to  day  has  a  new 
one  to  entertain  him  ?  The  Ladies  grow 
cheap  by  growing  familiar,  and  cheap  is  the 
unkindeft  Word  that  can  be  beftow'd  upon 
the  Sex. 

To  game  a  little  for  theDiverfion  of.your 
fclf  or  your  Company,  has  no  harm  in  it  , 
but  to  do  it  fo  often  as  to  be  call'd  a  Game- 
fier  is  to  be  avoided  next  to  things  that  are 
criminal.  And  if  Gaming  is  a  Vice  in  Men, 
it  is  much  more  fo  in  Women  >  for  that  one 
of  its  Confequences  is  often  the  lofs  of  what 
is  much  more  valuable  than  Gold  or  Dia- 
monds, their  Reputation,  if  not  their  Ho- 
nour.   It  engages  both  ia  a  Habit  of  Idle- 
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nefs  and  ill  Hours ,  draws  them  into  mixt 
Company,  makes  them  negleft  their  Civi- 
lities abroad,  and  their  Bufinefs  at  home  >  in 
a  Word,  the  Gamefter^  whether  Man  or 
Woman,  has  neither  God ,  Father,  Huf- 
band  nor  Friend  >  at  leaft  they  live  as  if  they 
had  neither,  and  give  up  to  Chance  the  Em- 
pire of  Providence. 

The  Obje&ions  are  much  ftronger  ftill 
to  the  Ladies  than  to  the  Men,  with  refpe£fc 
to  deep  play  5  it  gives  occafion  to  the  World 
to  ask  fpiteful  Queftions :  How  they  dare 
venture  to  lofe  ?  and  what  Means  they  have 
to  pay  fuch  great  Sums  ?  The  Winner  and 
the  Lofer  are  alike  in  Danger :  If  fhe  wins, 
it  puts  her  into  fo  good  a  Humour  nothing 
can  put  her  into  an  ill  one  5  if  ihe  lofes,  fhe 
runs  in  Debt,  and  there  are  more  ways  than 
one  to  difcharge  it.  The  Debtor  is  at  the 
Mercy  of  the  Creditor ,  and  exa£t  are  both 
Sexes  in  paying  thefe  Debts  of  Honour.  If 
the  Ladies  pay  in  Money ,  it  will  be  ask'd 
how  they  come  by  it  ?  If  they  owe,  and  es- 
pecially to  a  Man,  he  will  be  thought  an 
unfair  Creditor,  if,  when  the  Eftate  fails, 
he  feizes  upon  the  Perfon.  Add  to  this, 
if  a  lovely  Woman  cou'd  fee  her  own  Face 
upon  an  ill  Run^  the  fullen  Looks,  and  the 
Contorfions  of  Countenance,  fhe  wou'd  for- 
fwear  any  thing  that  gives  fuch  a  Difadvan- 
tage  to  her  Beauty, 

Dancing 


Recreations.  6$ 

Dancing  is  not  of  itfelf  a  Fault,  but  all 
thatfhou'dbeaim'd  at  in  learning  it,  is  how 
to  move  gracefully  >   all  beyond  it  may  be 
calPd  excelling  in  a  Miftake.    A  Man  or 
Woman  had  better  never  dance,  becaufe 
they  have  no  Skill  in  it,  than  dance  often 
becaufe  they  do  it  well.    The  eafieft,  as 
well  as  fafeft  Method  of  doing  it,  is  in  pri- 
vate Companies^  amongft  particular  Friends, 
and  then  carelefily,  like  a  Diverfion,  never 
folemnly  like  aBufinefs.   A  Year,  or  indeed 
a  Month's  converfe  with  a  Dancing-Mafter, 
wou'd  be  very  ill  fpent,  if  one  learnt  of  him 
to  mif-fpend  the  reft  of  our  Time  by  it. 
Dancing  is  a  Recreation  that  contributes  to 
Health  of  Body,  as  well  as  to  Deportment, 
and  ceafes  to  be  innocent  only  when  we  do 
it  not  fo  much  for  our  own  fake  as  the 
fake  of  others.    TheEffeft  it  has  upon  the 
Body  and  Mind,  when  us'd  to  Excefs,  fhou'd 
frighten  us  from  fuch  Ufe  of  it  5  fo  contra- 
ry to  the  Prayer  taught  us  by  our  Saviour , 
to  be  delivered  fromTemptation,  into  which 
we  then  blindly  throw  our  felves.  The 
Freedoms  familiariz'd  by  Cuftom,  are,  what 
at  other  times  would  fhock  the  Delicacy 
and  Decency  of  Ladies ,  who  may  aflure 
themfelves,   that  no  Diverfion  is  warranta- 
ble that's  fhocking  either  to  Decency  or 
Delicacy. 
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All  Recreations  are  defign'd  to  relieve,  and 
not  to  foften  the  Mind  $  they  are  no  longer 
kwful  than  they  anfwer  that  Defign :  And 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  carry  our  Reflection 
upon  Recreations  to  what  is  lawful  and  un- 
lawful in  them. 

To  be  lawful,  they  mult  be  fuch  as  have 
no  Sin  in  them  y  by  which  Dancing  and 
Gaming,  lafl  fpoken  ofy  are  in  great  Dan- 
ger of  being  excluded :  They  are  placed  on 
the  very  Margin  of  Virtue ,  and  the  leaf!: 
flumble  flings  one  into  the  Precipice  of  Vice. 
Whatever  is  difhonourable  to  God ,  or  in- 
jurious to  your  Neighbour,  cannot  be  lawful 
Diverfion  y  and  prophane  and  wanton  Dif- 
courfe  y  Scandal  and  Slander ,  are  certainly 
not  to  be  delighted  in,  or  to  be  any  part  of 
the  Employment  of  our  Time.  All  Recrea- 
tion mull  be  moderate  as  well  as  innocent. 
Minutes,  and  not  Days  or  Hours,  fhou'd 
only  be  given  to  them.  For  thePurpofe  of 
Diverfion  is  not  to  exempt  us  from  Labour 
but  to  tit  us  for  it.  If  our  Pailions  are  too 
much  affe&ed  by  our  Recreations ,  if  we 
have  them  too  much  at  Heart,  they  are  no 
longer  lawful  >  becaufe  they  will  take  ofF 
our  Minds  from  our  fpiritual  or  temporal 
Duties :  Wefliallbe  like  School-Boys*  who 
after  Play -time  cannot  fettle  to  their  Books 
again.  Time,  as  has  been  obferv'd,  is  to  be 
redeem'd,  and  not  flung  away ;  And  when 
ilk  ~  WC 
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we  confider  what  a  great  Work  we  have 
here  to  do,  and  how  uncertain  we  are  how 
long  time  we  fhall  have  to  do  it,  we  fhou'd 
rather  feek  for  Recreation  in  the  fublime 
Meditations  on  the  wonderful  Works  of  the 
Almighty,  than  in  the  Follies  and  Trifles  of 
this  tranlitory  Life. 

Little  need  have  we  to  contrive  ways  to 
while  away  our  Time,  which  flies  fo  fait 
from  us,  and  returns  no  more.  Remember 
this,  you  that  loiter  away  your  Days  y  and 
revel  away  your  Nights :  Remember  this,  ye 
Gamellers,  by  whom  Days  and  Nights  are 
confounded  thro'  an  infatiable  Luft  of  Gain. 
That  Luft  ,  the  mod  extravagant  Inftance 
of  Avarice,  renders  it  almoft  impoffible  to 
game  and  not  to  fin.  For  if  Play  be  any 
way  lawful ,  'tis  when  we  play  for  nothing 
confiderable  \  otherwife  we  fhall  fall  into 
the  Vice  of  Covetoufnefs,  and  take  Pieafure 
in  winning,  or  be  tranfported  with  Rage  at 
ill  Luck  in  lofing  \  both  which  Vices  fel- 
dpm  come  unattended.  Covetoufnefs  will 
tempt  you  to  trick  at  leaft,  if  not  to  cheat  > 
and  Anger,  to  fwear,  and  perhaps  blafpheme. 
Go  to  a  Gaming-Table  at  the  Publick  Pla- 
ces, fee  the  Tranfports  of  the  Winners  and 
Lofers  at  Bath^  Tunbridgey  Epfomy  &c. 
and  then  ask  your  felf ,  Can  Diverfions^ 
that  fo  ruffle  and  diforder  the  Soul ,  that 
,  keep  it  in  a  perpetual  Tumult  of  Paflion  ^ 
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that  make  Men  forget  what  they  owe  to 
God  and  to  Men,  Can  they  be  lawful? 
The  contrary  fpeaks  itfelf,  and  whoever  fins 
this  way,  does  it  againft  Convi&ion,  and  in 
Defiance  of  the  Almighty.  Thofe  that  find 
themfelves  too  much  inclin'd  to  Game,  and 
have  not  a  due  Government  of  their  Paffi- 
ons  at  it,  will  do  well  to  lay  themfelves  un- 
der fome  voluntary  and  valuable  Mulft,  that 
the  tie  of  Intereft  may  help  to  reftrain  them. 
Yet  one  wou'd  think  that  Chriftians ,  who 
are  bid  to  pluck  out  their  very  Eyes  ,  and 
cut  off  their  very  Hands,  it  they  offend 
them  ,  fhou'd  not  need  to  be  inftru&ed  to 
part  with  unneceffary  Sports  rather  than  to 
fall  into  Temptation.  He  that  plays  finful- 
Jy  lays  his  Soul  at  Stake,  which  is  furely  of 
too  great  Worth  to  be  ventur'd  on  the  Caft 
of  a  Die.  Thofe  that  give  themfelves  up 
to  Gaming ,  make  it  no  more  a  Recreation. 
Such  a  Man  toils  as  much  at  it  as  he  who 
labours  for  Work  5  is  there  any  fo  painful 
as  that  of  the  Mind,  as  the  Hopes  and  Fears 
of  the  covetous  Man,  and  the  Impatience 
and  Rage  of  the  Angry  ? 
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F  Drefs,  as  we  are  told  in  Scri- 
pture, was  to  cover  Naked- 
nefs,  it  feems  in  our  Days  not 


W^^J^m  to  anfwer  the  End  of  it,  efpe- 
'  '  daily  with  the  Ladies -y  who, 

one  wou'd  imagine  by  their  Drefs,  are  fo  far 
from  reckoning  themfelves  obliged  to  their 
Mother  Eve,  for  drefling  them,  that  they 
are  for  throwing  away  the  very  Fig-Leaves  j 
they  have  already  uncover'd  their  Shoulders 
and  Breafts,  and  as  they  have  gone  fo  far  in 
a  few  Months,  what  may  they  not  do  in 
Years  ?  They  fhould  confider  that  Cloaths 
were  not  the  EfFedt  of  Pride  but  of  Sin,  and 
that  inftead  of  making  them  vain,  it  ihou'd 
humble  and  mortifie  them  ,  as  having  loft 
that  Innocence  which  was  a  much  greater 
Ornament  to  them  than  the  moft  glorious 
Apparel  can  be.  Since  Shame  was  the  O- 
riginal  of  Cloathing,  it  ought  to  be  modeft, 
and  all  Faihions  which  are  not  fo  are  finful  > 
arguing  the  Wantonnefs  of  the  Wearer,  and 
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provoking  that  of  the  Spe&ator  }  both 
which  carry  Sin  in  them. 

The  defending  the  Body  from  Cold,  feems 
to  be,  to  many,  not  a  principal  but  an  acci- 
dental End  of  Apparel.  Naked  Breafts  and 
naked  Bofoms,  in  both  Sexes,  fhew  us  that 
Health  ,  as  defirable  as  it  is ,  is  not  confi- 
der'd  by  Youth,  when  any  ftrong  Paffion  is 
in  the  way.  Thofe  Ladies  that  wou'd  catch 
Gold  at  the  fanning  of  a  Summer-Evening's 
Breeze ,  bear  the  rudeft  Wintcr-Blafts ,  to 
lay  open  their  Breaih  and  Shoulders  5  the 
moft  delicate  of  'em  are  infenfible  of  Wind 
or  Weather.  Wou'd  one  not  believe  they 
are  fo  warm'd  from  within ,  that  they  are 
infenfible  of  Cold  from  without?  And  what 
mud  Men  think  of  fuch  Women,  who  will 
endure  fo  much  to  be  fo  much  feen  ?  No- 
thing in  the  World  is  fo  eafily  communica- 
ted as  Defire  3  and  inftead  of  mortifying  it, 
the  very  Churches  are  the  Places  that  help 
now  to  enflame  it  >  People  drefs  for  them  as 
wantonly  as  for  the  Play-Houfe :  And  a  Wo- 
man has  not  any  Beauty  which  {he  will  not 
take  Care  to  expofe  there  to  Advantage. 
Hence  it  is,  that  Divine  Service,  inftead  of 
raifing  Men  and  Women's  Souls  in  Devoti- 
on to  the  great  Great  or y  is  often  made  ufe  of 
to  convey  wanton  Glances  to  each  others 
and  when  they  pretend  to  be  praying  to  be 
delivered  from  Temptation,  they  with  Plea- 
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fure  give  themfelves  up  to  it.  God  ,  who 
will  not  be  mock'd,  knows  the  Heart,  and 
will  at  the  laft  Day  call  them  to  a  dreadful 
Account  for  this  wicked  Abufe  of  Holy  Or- 
dinances. 

Another  End  of  Apparel  is  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  of  Sexes  and  Qualities^  which,  like  the 
other  two  Ends  of  it,  Mode  fly  and  Healthy 
is  negle£ted  and  defpis'd.  Women,  with- 
out blufhing,  afliime  the  CW,  Periwigs 
Hat  and  Feather ,  and  ride  as  furioufly  as  if 
there  was  really  nothing  in  Sex,  or  they  de- 
fired  there  fhould  be  no  Difference.  What 
a  mean  Opinion  muft  fuch  Ladies  have  of 
the  Delicacy  of  the  Heirefs  of  Burgundy , 
Grandmother  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  wrho  fal- 
ling from  her  Horfe,  and  breaking  her 
Thigh ,  refus'd  the  Affiftance  of  the  Sur- 
geon, and  chofe  to  die  rather  than  have  her 
Modefty  offended.  God  himfelf  expreflly 
commanded  the  Jews  that  the  Man  lliould 
not  wear  the  Apparel  of  the  Woman ,  nor 
the  Woman  that  of  the  Man :  But  our  La- 
dies, like  our  Politicians,  think  the  Jewifli 
Laws  do  not  extend  to  Chriftians,  and  re- 
folving  at  any  rate  to  pleafe,  will  wear  a 
Hat  or  a  Head^  as  it  fets  them  off  bell.  To 
diltinguifh  Qualities  by  Drefs  was  one  of 
the  ancient  Ufes  of  it :  The  Romans  were 
very  ftri£b  in  their  feveral  Diftinftions.  Gor- 
geous Apparel  is  for  Kings  Court  s^  as  our  Sa- 
viour 
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viour  himfelf  tells  us.  Men  and  Women 
fhould  content  themfelves  with  that  fort  of 
Cloathing  which  agrees  with  their  Sex  and 
Condition,  not  ftriving  to  exceed  or  equal 
that  of  a  higher  Rank ,  nor  raife  Envy  in 
their  own.  What  Difference  is  there  now 
between  the  Drefs  of  a  Citizen  and  a  Cour- 
tier,  of  a  Baylor  and  a  Gentleman,  of  a  Ser- 
vant and  a  Mafter :  The  Maid  is  very  often 
miftaken  for  the  Miftrefs,  and  the  V %let  for 
my  Lord.  The  general  Depravity  of  Mens 
Minds  appears  as  much  in  this  Corruption  , 
as  in  any  ^  the  Negled  of  Decency  and  Or- 
der ,  the  Confulion  of  Ranks  and  Degrees, 
produce  Contempt  of  them  y  and  Men  fail 
in  the  Refpe£t  Inferiors  owe  to  Superiors. 
Honour  to  'whom  Honour,  is  one  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Gofpel,  which  are  forgotten  ,  and 
Men  live  in  all  things  as  if  they  were  their 
own  Matters,  and  had  no  Rule  to  walk  by 
but  their  Wills. 

Foppery  in  Drefs  has  been  fo  well  ridicuPd 
by  Men  of  Wit  that  we  are  lefs  troubled 
with  it  than  ever.  While  it  was  a  Sin  only, 
and  was  rank'd  under  the  Heads  of  Pride 
and  Vanity,  while  Damnation  was  only  the 
Punifhment ,  it  flourifh'd  amain,  but  now 
it  is  become  a  J  eft,  and  the  Fop  is-fure  to 
be  laugh'd  at  $  he  avoids  that  for  the  Sake 
of  his  Character,  which  he  would  not  have 
avoided  for  the  Sake  of  his  Salvation. 

Cloaths 
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Cloath  s  add  no  true  Worth  to  any  one,  and 
'tis  therefore  foolifli  as  well  as  finful  to  wafte 
Time  or  Thought  in  Drefs.  Beauty  needs 
no  Ornament,  and  Deformity  admits  none, 
but  what  we  ought  all  to  covet ,  that  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  Spirit.  Cloath  your  felves  as 
richly  as  you  can  with  all  Chriftian  Virtues, 
which  can  only  render  you  lovely  in  God's 
Eyes,  and  will  not  a  little  help  to  render 
you  amiable  in  thofe  of  Man.  The  Beauty 
of  the  Mind  charms  more  than  that  of  the 
Body,  and  no  Beauty  of  it  is  fo  charming  as 
Virtue.  Charity  will  incline  you  to  look 
to  your  Neighbour's  Cloathing  as  well  as 
your  own.  To  cloath  the  Naked  is  one  of 
the  Duties  that  have  eternal  Blifs  for  their 
Reward  y  and  the  Saying  of  a  good  Chri- 
ftian  on  that  Subject,  tho'  a  homely  one,  is 
a  folid  one,  One  plain  Coat  thou  putteft  upon 
a  poor  Alan's  Back  will  better  become  thee , 
than  twenty  rich  ones  thou  JJjalt  put  upon 
thy  own. 

Youth  is  very  apt  to  run  into  Error  in 
Drefs.  Vanity  proceeds  from  Levity  of 
Mind,  for  which  the  Young,  and  efpecial- 
ly  of  the  fofter  Sex,  want  Ball-aft;  they 
have  an  inborn  violent  Defire  of  pleafing  $ 
the  ways  which  lead  Men  to  Authority  and 
Glory  being  fhut  to  them ,  they  ftrive  to 
make  amends  for  that  Lois  by  the  Graces 
of  their  Perfon.    And  'tis  on  this  account 
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that  the  Colour  of  a  Ribbon,  the  Curl  of  the 
Hair,  or  the  fetting  on  a  Patch  too  high  or 
too  low,  are  with  them  Matters  of  Impor- 
tance. This  Excefs  is  become  very  extra- 
vagant, and  we  are  not  fatisfy'd  with  our 
own  Modes  and  Fajhions,  but  are  mad  after 
thofe  of  our  Neighbours.  Thus  to  the 
Love  of  Drefs  is  added  that  of  Novelty. 
They  do  either  bewitch  weak  Minds,  and 
filling  them  with  Pride  and  Folly,  drive 
out  every  good  thing,  and  choak  the  Seeds 
of  Religion  and  Virtue.  Wife  States  have 
not  only  fet  Rules  for  Habits ,  but  alfo  for 
Furniture  of  Houfes,  and  the  Decorations 
of  Gardens.  Our  neighbouring  State,  that 
of  the  United  Provinces,  reftrain'd  by  a  Law 
the  extravagant  Expence  of  Flowers }  and  our 
own  Statute-Books  fhew  us,  that  feveral 
Laws  have  been  made  with  refpe£t  to  Cloaths, 
which  are  not  the  more  unreafonable  for 
their  being  obfolete.  The  Houfes  and  Ta- 
bles of  private  Perfons  not  being  regulated 
by  Publick  Authority ,  every  one  lives  ac- 
cording to  his  Fortune  and  Ambition  >  and 
perhaps  a  Regulation  of  fuch  Abufes  wou'd 
not  be  thought  confident  with  the  Liberty 
of  a  Free  People.  The  Romans  made  Laws  to 
ixguhtcEating,  grown  to  an  extravagant  Ex- 
pence  by  the  Afiatick  Luxury,  introduced  by 
theirEaltern  Conquefis.  But  thofeLaws  were 
not  effe&ual,  and  if  Reafon  will  not  dircft 
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Peopk  not  to  wafte  their  Health  and  Eftates 
on  Superfluities  5  Edi&s  and  Statutes  will 
have  no  Force ,  and  Sickneis  and  Poverty 
will  only  reform  thern.  How  ruinous  this 
Pomp  has  been  to  Families  is  too  notorious 
to  need  Explanation.  The  Ruin  of  Fami- 
lies draw  after  it  Corruption  of  Manners , 
and  thence  follows  the  Ruin  of  States. 

This  Vanity  excites  in  Perfons  of  mean 
Birth  an  inordinate  Defire  of  Gain,  which 
proftitutes  them  to  all  Meafures  that  may 
get  them  Wealth  to  fupport  it.  It  runs  Peo- 
ple of  Quality  fo  deeply  into  Debt,  that 
they  not  only  dip  their  filiates  beyond  Re- 
covery, but  do  a  thouiand  mean  things  which 
an  honeft  poor  Man  would  be  alham'd  of, 
to  maintain  their  Expence.  How  often  has 
the  gilt  Coach  been  feiz'd  by  the  Mercer, 
aifd  all  the  fine  Furniture  been  the  Prey  of 
Executions  ?  How  fcandalous  is  it  to*  fee 
a  Gentleman's  Gate  crouded  with  Dunwi  C 
while  the  Lord  himfelf  fneaks  out  at  the 
Back-Door,  mocks  their  Impatience,  and 
laughs  at  their  Credulity.  Modes  and  Fa- 
Jhions  are  the  main  Caufes  of  this  Luxury7 : 
Drefs  and  Furniture  mud  be  chang'd  accor- 
ding to  the  Whim  of  the  Ufholfterer  and 
Taylor^  or  thofe  fantaftick  Men  and  Women 
who  prefide  over  them.  This  Inconftancy 
creates  a  vaft  Lofs  in  what  you  are  to  part 
with,  and  as  great  an  Expence  in  what  vou 
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are  to  purchafe.  The  Seller  will  have  cun- 
ning enough  to  make  you  pay  for  your  Love 
of  Novelty,  and  the  Buyer  cheat  you  as  much 
for  your  DeJire  of  Change.  The  Mind  is 
thus  conftantly  taken  up  with  this  coftly  Va- 
riety 3  Gravity  and  Simplicity  of  Manners 
are  exploded,  and  Levity  and  Folly  take 
place  of  them. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  fhould  learn  that 
true  Honour  is  acquir'd  by  nothing  but  good 
Conduft,  and  that  good  Senfe  is  preferable 
to  either  Gold  or  Diamonds.  The  Young 
fhou'd  often  be  put  in  mind  of  things  ufeful 
and  folid  ,  but  not  fo  often  as  to  tire  them 
with  your  Le&urcs.  Endeavour,  you  that 
are  their  Teachers,  to  divert  the  Thoughts 
of  the  Ladies,  efpccially  from  a  vain  Affe£hx+ 
tion  of  the  Beauty  of  the  Body,  by  draw- 
ing them  to  a  Confederation  of  that  of  the 
Mind  "not  that  outward  Beauty  is  to  be 
negle&ed,  and  'twou'd  be  too  fevere  a  Lef- 
fon  to  teach  it  to  fuch  as  Nature  has  been 
liberal  to.  Whoever  lhall  affect  to  aft  the 
Philofopher  on  this  Head,  will  fooner  make 
himfelf  ridiculous  than  his  Pupil  wife.  Beau- 
ty has  too  fenfible  Effects  in  thofe  that  pof- 
fels  it,  and  'thole  that  behold  it  for  them, 
to  be  convinced  by  all  your  grave  Arguments 
that  'tis  not  worth  taking  Care  of.  If  you 
advife  them  not  tofet  their  Hearts  too  much 
upon  it,  you  mult  at  the  fame  time  let  them 
3  know 
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know  you  are  fenfible  that  the  Heart  will 
be  touch'd  by  it  $  and  that,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
greateft  of  temporal  Bleflings,  fo  they  Ihould 
be  thankful  for  it  to  Heaven,  and  regard  it 
as  the  Gift  of  God*   to  preach  againft  it 
would  be  to  as  little  purpofe  as  to  preach  a- 
gainft  Health,  Riches  and  Peace.    All  thefe 
Blefiings  may  be  abus'd  as  well  as  that  of 
Beauty     but  it  will  not  hinder  the  World 
from  defiring  them,  and  from  envying  thole 
that  enjoy  them.  The  chief  thing  you  have 
to  do  is  to  give  young  Perfons  true  Notions 
of  Nature,  and  fhew  them  how  Religion 
improves  and  betters  it  >  how  it  turns  tevery 
thing  to  its  true  End  -7  what  great  Wifdom 
it  is  to  make  temporal  Blefiings  infirumental 
to  eternal,  and  the  Excellencies  of  the  Body 
fubfervient  to  thofe  of  the  Soul\  that  Reli- 
gion and  Virtue  are  the  greateft  Beauties  in 
Chriftians,  and  Chriftianity  the  highelt  Ex- 
altation of  Nature,  and  of  right  Reafon. 
To  rail  at  Beauty  would  be  as  impertinent  as 
to  rail  at  Light :  Give  it ,  on  the  contrary, 
its  due  Praifc}  confefs  it  is  a  natural  Splen- 
dor, lovely  in  itfelf,  and  charming  to  the 
Beholder  $  but  tell  thofe  amiable  Creatures, 
that  if  a  lovely  Soul  animates  a  lovely  Body^ 
the  Charms  of  Beauty  receive  new  Graces. 
Piety  gives  a  Check  toLuft,  and  turns  De- 
fire  into  Admiration.     Virtue  and  Beauty 
joyn'd  together  have  great  Advantages  above 
Ei  Virtue 
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Virtue  alone  appearing  in  a  homely  Drefs ; 
but  if  Virtue  gives  not  fo  much  Luftre,  it 
has  fewer  Temptations,  and  is  alaftingBlef- 
fing.  Beauty  wears  and  decays  ,  Virtue 
fhines  on  with  one  continued  Brightnefs  ; 
Beauty  occafions  daily  Torments  and  Dif- 
quiets  ,  Virtue  is  always  full  of  Peace  and 
Joy;  Beauty  however  will  always  find  Ad- 
vocates, and  plead  for  itfelf  fo  ftrongly,  that 
let  us  declare  as  warmly  as  we  will  on  the 
fide  of  Virtue ,  we  muft  not  abandon  that 
of  Beauty,  but  inculcate  the  Mifchiefs  that 
attend  the  priding  one's  felf  in  it,  and  fet- 
ting  one's  Mind  too  much  upon  it.  Beau- 
ty has  as  well  Power  over  the  Judgment  as 
over  the  Eyes,  and 'tis  more  eligible  to  make 
it  a  Friend  to  Virtue  than  an  Enemy. 

It  is  laid  of  the  Judges  at  Athens,  who 
were  fo  celebrated  over  all  the  World  for 
their  Juftice,  that  by  a  Woman  they  loft  the 
Name  of  uncorrupt,  becaufe,  believing  her 
innocent,  after  they  had  feen  her  they  cou'd 
not  judge  her  guilty.  Another  Lady,  as 
fam'd  for  her  Eloquence  as  her  Antagonift 
was  for  her  Beauty,  had  by  her  Pleading 
won  the  Caufe,  till  the  lovely  Creature  came 
into  Court ,  and  ,  by  her  Prefence  only , 
turn'd  the  Scale  of  Juftice.  Nothing  more 
cheats  and  impofes  on  the  Judgment  than 
Beauty,  and  the  Athenian  Lady  is  not  the 
only  one  that  has  gain'd  her  Caufe  by  Ihew- 
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ing  herielf.  Yet  after  all,  the  Vi&ory  is  i- 
maginary  ,  not  real :  The  more  vi&orious 
Beauty  is,  the  more  is  it  expos'd  to  be  con- 
quer'd.  That  which  many  love,  is  not  ea- 
fily  guarded  -y  the  Heart  may  refift  the  At- 
tacks of  feveral  open  Invaders,  but  while  it 
is  defending  itfelf  againft  them,  a  fecret  one 
will  ileal  in  and  furprife  it.  What  Security 
is  there  in  thePofleflion  of  a  thing  that  eve- 
ry one  covets  ?  The  more  that  beautiful  Wo- 
men conquer,  the  more  Danger  are  they  in  > 
New  Befiegers  will  come  to  the  Aflault,  and 
how  can  that  Fort  always  defend  itfelf  from 
without,  which  has  a  Traytor  ready  to  be- 
tray it  from  within  ?  Flattery,  like  the  Voice 
of  the  Syren,  draws  them  op  to  their  Ruin  y 
the  Heart  greedily  fucks  in  the  Poyfon,  and 
when  they  are  infinitely  pleas'd  themfelves, 
they  think  'tis  a  fort  of  Ingratitude  not  to 
be  pleafing.  Nothing  therefore  is  more 
dangerous  and  deceitful  than  folitary  Beau- 
ty: It  deceives  the.Perfon  that  poiTefTes  it 
more  than  thofe  that  are  dazled  with  it:  It 
difturbs,  weakens  and  intoxicates  the  SouL 
There  are  fome  .Ladies  fo  fond  of  their  own 
Faces,  that  they  have  not  fo  itrcng  Rivals 
in  the  other  Sex  as  they  are  to  themfelves. 
But  Age  will  not  fail  to  punifli  them  for  this 
Idolatry  >  and  the  Wrinkles  in  their  Faces 
flull  in  their  turns  make  them  look  as  hi- 
deous y  as  ever  their  Charms  made  them 
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lovely  in  their  own  Eyes.  What  is  it  that 
young  Ladies  propofe  to  themfelves  by  the 
mighty  Pains  they  are  at  to  appear  beauti- 
ful? Is  it  to  gain  Lovers  or  Husbands?  Dare 
they  anfwer  for  the  former  ?  No  >  they  will 
hardly  own  they  have  any  Meaning  at  all  in 
it ,  and  do  not  think  of  Men ,  when  their 
whole  Soul  is  employed  in  contriving  to 
charm  them.  Let  us  fuppofe  for  them  that 
they  have  a  lawful  End  in  view,  to  marry 
to  their  Advantage  :  How  can  they  hope  to 
have  good  Husbands  if  they  have  not  wife 
ones  ?  And  Beauty  without  Merit  and  Vir- 
tue is  a  Bait  for  Fools.  ,  To  marry  happily^ 
a  Woman  mull  marry  prudently  ,  and  if  fhe 
makes  choice  of  a  Fop9  {he  will  not  be  the 
happier  ,  as  {lie  is  not  the  wifer,  for  her 
Beauty.  Let  her  think  that  the  lliining 
Luftre,  even  of  Youth ,  wears  off,  when 
feen  too  often,  and  at  too  near  a  Diftance* 
that  PoJfeJJion  fees  with  other  Eyes  thanZte- 
(ire ,  and  that  Beauty  will  not*make  an  ill— 
natur'd  Fellow  a  good  Husband,  nor  a  filly 
Woman  a  good  Wife.  Wifaom  will  be 
too  hard  for  the  Forwardnefs  of  a  peevifii 
Temper,  which  is  foften'd  by  Management 
more  than  Beauty:  A  Man  cannot  fee  it 
when  he's  out  of  Humour  >  then  Art  and 
Complacency  will  open  his  Eyes,  and  re- 
ltore  it  to  its  former  Empire.  What  a 
Curfe  is  it  to  Ladies ,  to  have  this  Pride  of 
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Beauty  laffc  when  they  are  old  ?  How  ridi- 
culous is  it  in  them  to  confound  Age  and 
Youth,  to  fill  up  and  hide  the  Breaches 
of  Time  with  Patches  and  Paint  >  to  place 
the  gay  Decorations  of  'Twenty  on  a  wither'd 
Carcafs  of  Three/core  ?  yet  how  many  Ex- 
amples of  this  kind  do  we  daily  meet  with 
in  the  World?  Women  that  think  their 
Beauty  is  the  laft  thing  that  fades,  and 
that  their  Spring  holds  all  the  Year?  Thefe 
Reflexions  on  Beauty  have  interrupted  thofe 
on  Drefs  -9  they  cannot  however  be  term'd 
a  Digreflion,  for  why  elfe  do  Women  drefs 
out  as  they  do,  unlefsit  istobehandfome? 

Aff eolation  in  Drefs  always  miffes  the  End 
it  aims  at,  and  raifes  Contempt  inftead  of  Ad- 
miration. Negligence  is  on  the  other  Hand 
an  Error  that  ought  to  be  corrc£ted  >  Neat- 
nefs,  Proportion,  and  Decency  of  Drefs,  are 
always  commendable.  Virtue  itfelf  is  difa- 
greeable  in  a  Sloven  >  and  that  Lady  who 
takes  no  Care  of  herfelf  will  find  no  body 
will  care  for  her.  The  Fault  is  the  Excels ; 
Mind  your  Perfons^  but  mind  your  Under- 
ftandings  too,  and  do  not  be  Fools  to  be 
Beaus  and  Belles.  Look  on  the  Simplicity 
of  the  Ancients  in  their  Statues  >  obferve 
efpecially  the  Figures  of  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man Ladies,  you  will  find  the  Hair  tyed 
negligently  behind,  the  Draperies  full,  and 
carelefily  hanging,  which  give  Grace  and 
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Majefty  to  the  Body.  I  doubt  not,  Wo- 
men that  are  not  well  inftru&ed  in  thefe 
things ,  wou'd  by  the  Statues  have  a  forry 
Opinion  of  the  antique  Dreflesj  but  when 
they  are  well  taught  what  Elegance,  what 
Proportion,  and  what  Convenience  there  are 
in  them,  they  will  be  apt  to  think  that  the 
Ladies  of  Athens  and  Rome  were  as  much 
politer  than  the  Moderns  in  their  Drefs  as 
the  Men  in  their  Learning.  Avery  learned 
Prelate  of  this  Age  has  endeavour'd  toreftore 
antique  Habits ;  but  all  that  Endeavour  to  go- 
vern the  Nation  of  Fops,  will  find  they  have  * 
to  do  with  a  moft  unruly  People,  whofe 
Heads  being  never  fettled,  how  can  we  ex- 
pe&  their  Habits  fhould  be?  Were  TVomens 
Souls,  fays  the  Bifliop,  ever  fo  little  elevated 
above  the  Prejudice  of  Fajhions ,  they  would 
prefently  have  a  great  Contempt  for  their  af- 
fected Curlings  and  Frizlings,  which  are  fo 
remote  from  the  natural  Hair,  and  for  Drejes 
of  too  fafhionable  and  exaft  Figure.  I  am  fa- 
tisfyed,  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  expected  they 
jhou^d  take  up  an  antique  outfide ,  it  would 
be  an  extravagant  thing  to  defire  it  3  but  yet 
they  might,  without  any  Singularity,  take  the 
Relifh  of  the  ancient  Simplicity  in  Habits, 
which  is  fo  noble,  fo  gracious,  fo  comely  j  and 
befides,  fo  proper  fot "Chrifian  Manners.  Thus 
conforming  themfelves  to  the  prefent  Cuftoms, 
they  would  underjiand  at  le aft  what  they  ought 

to 
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to  think  of  the  old  one:    'They  wourd  herely 
learn  to  obey  the  Mode  as  a  trouble fome  Slave- 
ry 5  and  then  ivou'd  only  allow  it  what  they 
cou'd  not  refufe  it.    Let  Ladies,  above  all 
things  5  confult  Decency  and  Eafe;  never 
to  expofe  nor  torture  Nature.    Fafhion  is 
always  aiming  at  Perfe£tion,  but  never  finds, 
it,  or  never  flops  where  it  Ihou'd :   'Tis  al- 
ways mending,  but  never  improving:  A 
true  Labour  in  vain  5  and  confequently  thofe 
that  follow  it,  are  guilty  of  the  highelt  Fol- 
ly and  Madnels.    To  change  for  the  lake  of 
Changing,  is  to  fubmit  to  the  Government 
of  Caprices  and  that  Man  or  Woman  that, 
is  given  up  to  it,  will  furely  be  as  whimfi- 
cal  in  the  other  parts  of  their  Conduct.  Is 
it  fufficient  for  a  reafonable  Mind,  to  like  & 
thing  purely  becaufe  'tis  new,  or  to  diflike  it 
becaufe  it  is  not  ?    Mult  a  foolifh  Fafhion, 
pleafe  me,  for  that  'tis  a  Novelty,,  and  a 
good  one  difpleafe,  becaufe  I  have  try'd  it 
and  found  it  fo  ?    If  Fops  reckon  wife  Men 
out  of  their  Wits  when  they.are  out  of  the 
Fafhion,  wife  Men  have  certainly  much 
more  ground  to  think  them  mad  whenthey 
are  in  it. 

Thefe  Conliderations  wou'd  arife  from 
right  Reafon,  if  we  had  not  the  divine  Light 
of  Scripture  to  be  our  Guide.  As  Men  on- 
lyy  we  Ihou'd  avoid  Foppery  and  Extrava- 
gance j  as  Chriftians5  we  ihou'd  ftudy  Mo- 
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defty  and  Convenience.  There  are  two 
Paflagcs  in  the  NewTeftament  which  let  the 
beftRule,  particularly  to  Women  with  re- 
ipe6t  to  their  Habits.  Let  not  your  Adorning, 
lays  the  Apoftle,  be  that  outward  Adorning  of. 
plaiting  the  Hair,  and  of  wearing  of  'Gold \  or 
&f  putting  on  of  Apparel-,  but  let  it  be  the  hid* 
den  Alan  of  the  Heart,  in  that  which  is  not  cor* 
ruptible,  even  the  Ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet 
Spirit  i  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price. 
And  again y  In  like  manner  alfoy  that  Women 
adorn  themfelves  in  mode  ft  Apparel \  with 
Shame  faced/iefs  and  Sobriety  $  not  with  broi* 
^er'd  Hair^  or  Gold}  or  Pearls^  or  coftly  Ar~ 
rayj  but  {which  becometh  Women  profejfing 
Godiinefs)  with  good  Works,  Thofe  who  con- 
ilrue  every  thing  in  the  Sacred  W ritings  to 
the  Letter 5  will  run  into  innumerable  Errors. 
Many  thouland  Herefies  have  fprung  up  from 
this  pretended  fcrupulous  Exa&nefs.  If  Al- 
lowances are  not  to  be  made  for  figura- 
tive Expreffions,  we  fhou'd  meet  with  in- 
fuperablc  Difficulties.  The  Ancient  atfdifc- 
ftern  way  of  Thinking  and  Writing,  cannot 
in  all  things  be  accommodated  to  the  We+ 
ftern  and  Modern.  Our  Duty  then  is  to  keep 
as  clofe  to  the  Scnfe  as  we  can,  and  not  al- 
ways to  be  confin'd  to  the  Letter.  The 
Quakers  interpret  thefe  Paflages  of  Scripture, 
as  a  Prohibition  to  Women  to  wear  Gold} 
cither  in  Earingsy  or  about  their  Cloaths  y  ei- 
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ther  in  Lace  ,  or  interwoven  ,  or  embroi- 
der'd,  and  all  plaiting  of  Hair :  'Tis  true,  they 
have  lately  enlarged  their  Borders,  and  taken 
or  rejected  what  Part  of  the  Prohibition  fuit- 
ed  their  Fancies  beft.  Cojily  jipparel  is 
much  forbidden  as  Lace ;  yet  what  People 
are  at  greater  Coft  in  their  Silks  and  Li- 
nen ?  But  Habits  of  Price ,  and  all  Pearls- 
and  Jewels,  Necklaces  or  Bracelets,  and 
'  Cloaths  of  Expence,  are  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  the  ftrift  and  literal  Senfe  y  the 
Nature  of  the  Thing  requires  it  not,  any- 
more than  the  Way  and  Manner  of  Expref- 
fion. 

No  body  can  difcern  any  greater  Danger 
and  Malignity  in  Gold  or  rich  Habits,  than 
in  any  other  Metal ,  other  Stones,,  or  coar- 
fer  Garments.  Whether  it  be  the  Wifdom* 
or  Folly,  or  the  Fancy  of  People,  that  has> 
fee  a  greater  Value  upon  thefe  things  than 
on  others,  is  no  matter,  there  is  certainly  no 
greater  Evil  in  one  than  another  >  they  are 
all  in  their  own  Natures  alike  innocent  y 
and  tho'  they  prove  fometimes  the  Occaft- 
ons  of  great  Mifchicfs ,  yet  they  are  never 
properly  theCaufes  of  them,  but  the  Paifi- 
ons  and  Defires  of  People  towards-  them  5 
who,  to  compafs  them,  will  take  Courfcs 
which  muft  confequently  produce  mifchie^ 
vous  Effe&s.  They  are,  in  this  Cafe,  not 
unlike  to  good  Countries,,  that  border  on.  the 
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Kingdoms  of  two  mighty  Princes  j  whor 
finding  their  Convenience,  fall  to  Wars  a- 
bout  them,  tho'  the  Countries  gave  no  Pro- 
vocation or  Encouragement  to  either.  If 
the  Weight,  Luftrc,  or  Rarity  give  thefe 
things  any  extraordinary  Excellence  above 
others,  the  Delight  and  Pleafure  People  take 
therein  is  but  reafonable  >  and  whatever  Evils 
follow  thence,  are  by  no  means  chargeable 
upon  thofe  Inanimate  things,  but  on  the 
Men  that  caufe  them.  Thefe  things  natu- 
rally are  no  worfe  than  Light  and  Luftre  in 
the  Sun,  Shape  and  Comelinefs  in  a  Tree, 
or  Beauty,  Fragrance,  and  variety  of  Form 
and  Colour  in  the  Flowers  and  Herbs.  They 
are  all  of  them  God's  Creatures,  and  confe- 
quently  good.  The  Creator  has  made  no- 
thing in  vain  3  and  of  what  other  ufe  are 
thefe  glorious  Parts  of  his  Creation,  than 
that  to  which  Man  puts  them  ?  When  by 
great  Induftry  and  Toil  he  has  dug  the  Oar 
out  of  the  Mine*)  and  the  Diamond  out  of 
the  Rock;  whenhehasrefin'd,  with  a  great 
Toil,  the  one,  and  polifh'd  the  other  >  fhall 
he  not  have  the  Pleafure  of  ufing  them? 
Were  thofe  Riches  intended  to  be  hid  for 
ever  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  ?  Has  he 
err'd  in  tearing  them  up  to  take  thepi  out 
of  them  ?  Or  were  they  conceal'd  thereby 
Providence  to  give  a  Price  to  them,  by  the 
Difficulty  and  Labour  of  their  Difcovery  ? 


Can  they  be  better  employ'd,  if  they  mud 
be  employ'd  at  all,  than  in  Ornaments  to 
the  moll  beautiful  Part  of  Mankind ,  for 
whom  the  World,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  was 
created  ? 

Suppofing  Pearls,  Diamonds,  and  other 
fuch  Treafure ,  acquire  their  Value  and  E- 
fteem  from  the  Opinion  of  the  World,  and 
Peoples  Fancies,  and  that  this  be  ill  ground- 
ed, and  run  out  into  a  blameable  Excefs,  yet 
it  is  not  reafonable  to  think  they  are  all  of 
them  abfolutely  prohibited,  becaufe  Men  en- 
tertain falfe  Notions  of,  and  are  deceiv'd  in 
them.  Men  have  as  much  true  Reafon  to 
value  thefe  as  any  other  material  things  what- 
ever. If  we  can  judge  of  Beauty  or  of  Ufeful- 
nefs,  what  is  there  more  ufeful  and  beauti- 
ful ?  Whether  their  Worth  lies  in  Opini- 
on or  Judgment  5  yet  as  the  World  was 
formerly,  is  now,  and  always  will  be  or- 
der'd,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  fome 
things  ihou'd  be  accounted  of  greater  Va- 
lue and  Excellence  than  others  -y  there  cou'd 
be  otherwife  no  living  in  the  World  ->  no 
Trade  or  Commerce  cou'd  be  carry'd  on 
without  fuch  Change  and  Bargain.  And  if 
the  Wifdom  of  all  the  World,  in  all  Ages, 
has  centered  in  this,  that  fuch  and  fuch  things 
fhou'd  be  accounted  beft  and  valued  high- 
elt,  'tis  great  Prefumption  that  they  are  tru- 
ly the  moll  excellent  and  valuable  things, 
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T'is  downright  Demonftration  that  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  account  them  fo ,  and  that  fuch 
Opinion  is  well  enough  grounded  ;  becaufe 
'tis  of  abfolute  Neceflity,  that  fomething 
fhou'd  be  reckon'd  belt,  and  better  than 
another*  and  nothing  has  at  any  time  pre- 
vail'd  above  thefe  things  in  civiliz'd  Coun- 
tries. If  then  any  thing  is  better  than  ano- 
ther, what  muft  it  be  that  gives  it  a  Price  ? 
Its  Beauty,  itsBrightnefs,  its  Solidity.  Are 
there  more  valuable  Qualities  in  other  things,  I 
or  are  Diamonds  and  Gold  defervedly  rec- 
kon'd the  Riches  of  this  World  ? .  Are  not 
Riches  Bleflings,  the  Reward  of  Induftry, 
and  the  Inftruments  of  Charity,  the  moil 
amiable  of  all  Chriilian  Virtues? 

It  may  be  obje&ed,  that  the  Indians  par- 
ted with  their  Gold  and  Pearhy  for  Glafs  and 
Trifles  ,  to  their  firft  Difcoverers :  But  it 
does  not  thence  folio w,  that  what  the  com- 
mon Efteem  of  Mankind  makes  valuable  is 
not  truly  foy  for  tho' Glafs  and  Gold  are  of 
equal  Value  to  a  Man  that  neither  ufes,  nor 
knows  how  to  make  ufe  of  either  >  yet  to 
one  that  does  both,  they  are  very  unequal: 
And  when  the  Indians  knew  how  much  their 
Traders  valued  Gold^  what  a  deal  of  Glafs9 
and  other  gaudy  things  were  to  be  bought 
by  a  little  of  it,  they  grew  wifer,  and  learned 
its  Excellence.  Neverthelefs  it  mull  be 
own'cl,  that  if  all  the  World  fhoad  fet  a 
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Stamp  of  Value  upon  Glafs ,  or  any  thing 
elfe,  it  wou'd  bring  the  now  cheap  Orna- 
ments of  it,  us'd  by  mean  People,  under  the 
dime  Prohibition  as  Gold  and  Diamonds  are 
laid  to  be,  by  the  two  Texts  before  cited  3 
and  no  body  will  pretend  that  to  wear  them 
now  is  unlawful -7  and  therefore  to  wear  Or- 
naments of  Diamonds,  of  Gold,  cannot  be  fo 
of  themfelves,  but  muft  be  made  fo  by  the 
Pride  and  Extravagance  of  thofe  that  wear 
them. 

If  we  confider  the  way  and  manner  of  Ex- 
preffion  in  thofe  two  Texts,  tho'  it  is  very 
pofltive,  yet  the  Meaning  of  the  Words  is 
not  abfolutely  to  prohibit  People  the  ufing 
of  Gold,  Pearls  and  precious  Stones  in  their 
Apparel.  To  find  out  what  is  really  meant 
by  it  we  muft  examine  fome  other  PaiTage 
of  Scripture,  where  the  Negative  is  as  ftrong, 
and  yet  the  Prohibition  cannot  in  the  lea  It 
be  thought  to  be  general.  We  are  forbidden 
to  lay  up  'Treafures  upon  the  Earthy  where 
Moth  and  Ruji  doth  corrupt ,  and  where  Thieves 
break  through  and  fieal^  but  to  lay  up  for  our 
[elves  7i -'eajures  in  Heaven.  Tho'  the  Expref- 
ilon  here  be  very  podtive,  yet  the  Meaning 
of  thefe  Words  is  not  abfolutely  to  prohibit 
People  to  treafure  up  Wealth }  for  the  Ne- 
ceffities  and  Duties  of  Life  make  it  unavoid- 
able. There  can  be  no  Provifion  made  for 
Families  and  Children  without  fuch  treafu- 
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ring  $  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  Stoclc, 
Subftance,  Trade  or  Commerce,  unlefs  fome 
People  do  it ,  to  be  ready  at  an  Exigence  : 
And  we  mult  imagine ,  Chrift  intended  to 
forbid  all  Merchandize  and  Trafficked  Pro- 
vifion  for  Children  and  Families,  if  we  think 
we  are  abfolutely  prohibited  to  lay  up  Trea- 
fures  here  on  Earth :  As  abfolutely  and  pofi- 
tively  as  the  Injun&ion  is  exprefs'd  ,  the 
Meaning  of  the  Expreflion  is,  That  Chri- 
ftians  fhou'd  be  more  iijtent  upon  the  fecu- 
ring  everlafting  Happinefs  to  themfelvesr 
than  the  lhort  and  perifhing  Riches  of  this 
World.  Abundance  of  fuch  ftrong  Expref- 
fions  are  to  be  met  with  in  Scripture,  which 
taken  in  the  literal  Senfe  are  directly  oppo- 
fke  to  other  Parts  of  it.  The  not  taking 
care  of  ones  Family  is  faid  to  be  a  Sin  worfe 
than  that  of  Infidelity,  and  what  Care  can 
be  taken  of  it  without  laying  up  of  Riches  ? 
When  things  are  of  themfelves  unlawful,  as 
Rioting  and  Drunkennefs ,  Chambering  and 
IVantonnefs,  Strife  and  EnvyingSy  the  nega- 
tive muft  be  always  taken  in  the  full  Senfe : 
But  when  things  are  not  unlawful  of  them- 
felves, there  is  a  Senfe  of  Reafon  and  Equi- 
ty to  be  enquir'd  after,  which  the  Circum- 
fiances  of  Time,  Place  and  Perfon  muft  de- 
termine. Things  that  are  of  their  own  Nature 
indifferent,  and  made  criminal  only  by  the 
Abufe  of  them  ,  tho'  the  Words  of  the 
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Prohibition  be  general,  yet  they  can  be  no 
farther  underftood  to  be  prohibited  than 
they  are  abus'd.  So  the  Apoftle  prohibited 
Women  plaited  or  braider' d  Hair  ,  Gold , 
Pearls  and  expenfive  Apparel  3  yet  we  muft 
not  underftand  the  Injun&ion ,  to  prohibit 
the  Ufe  and  Ornament  of  any  of  thofe  things 
in  general,  tho'  it  be  exprefs'd  in  very  posi- 
tive Terms  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  their 
Natures  evil,  but  what  is  evil  is  by  abufe,  and 
accidentally  become  fo  5  and  though  there 
are  feveral  Places  in  Scripture ,  an  Inftance 
of  one  of  which  has  been  given,  exprefs'd  as 
generally  and  abfolutely  as  thefe,  yet  they 
bear  Exceptions,  Referves,  and  a  more  limit- 
ed Senfe. 

The  Defign  and  Purpofe  of  the  Injuncti- 
on, feem  to  be  the  recommending  fuch 
things  to  the  Women,  aswou'd  make  them 
good  Wives  and  good  Chriftians ,  as  good 
iVorks  will  do  5  as  alfo  fuch  decent,  grave* 
external  Habit,  as  wou'd  anfwer  and  become 
thofe  good  Works  5  give  no  Scandal  and 
Offence,  and  minifter  no  Temptations  to  a- 
nother.  Such  a  Defign  is  no  way  obflru- 
fled,  by  a  moderated  and  well  regulated 
Ufe  of  all  or  any  of  thefe  Ornaments  -3  and 
therefore,  there  is  neither  Need  nor  Reafon 
to  conclude,  that  all  or  any  of  thefe  Parti- 
culars here  mention'd  are  univerfally  forbid- 
den to  Women}  either  from  the  Mature  of 
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the  things  themfelves,  or  from  the  Way  and  \ 
Manner  of  Expreflion,  or  from  the  End  pro- 
posal by  the  Apoftle. 

But  notwithftanding  it  may  be  reafona- 
ble  to  think  ,  this  Prohibition  is  not  to  be 
underftood  literally  and  ftri&ly ,  yet  fome- 
thing  is  undoubtedly  forbidden  by  it  as  all 
fuch  Gaiety  and  Coftliaefs  of  Attire,  as  pro-  J 
voke  Pride,  and  fofter  Vanity.  Every  thing 
finful,  and  tending  to  God's  Diflionour,  is 
here  prohibited  -y  and  if  either  newnefs,  ra- 
rity ,  or  richnefs  of  Drefs,  occafion  Vani- 
ty and  Pride ,  they  are  certainly  here  con-  - 
demn'd.  'Tis  true,  it  feems  difficult  to  be 
conceiv'd,  what  kind  of  Pride  it  is  that  can 
be  raised  in  Peoples  Minds  on  thefe  Accounts  > 
how  they  can  think  more  highly  of  them- 
felves  than  others,  and  than  they  ought  to 
do,  becaufe  they  have  other  Cloaths ,  and 
are  what  they  call  better  dreft  than  they 
are.  Be  it  what  it  will  5  'tis  evident  that 
the  Effe&,  and  not  the  Caufe,  is  here  for-? 
bidden,  fjnce  the  Caufe  is  every  thing  by 
which  the  Fancy  is  blown  up  5  and  it  is  not 
only  Gold,  Pearls  and  coftly  Apparel  that 
blow  it  up,  but  any  thing  People  put  a  Va- 
lue and  Elteem  upon,  and  think  it  raifes 
them  above  their  Neighbours :  For  'tis  not 
the  Richnefs  of  a  thing  that  is  always  the 
ground  of  its  Efteem if  'tis  of  lefs  Price 
and  more  Modifti  it  is,  more  defir'd,  and 
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more  valu'd  by  the  Wearer ;  and  if  loofe  and 
flowing  Hair  were  fafhionable,  it  wou'd  oc- 
cafion  more  Pride  and  Vanity  than  the  plai- 
ting or  broidering  it.  Who  does  not  know 
that  the  things  that  coftmoftdo  not  always 
pleafe  befl?  they  mull;  be  in  the  Fafhion  al- 
f&i  and  if  they  do  not  pleafe,  and  are  not 
fafhionable,  they  are  not  fo  apt  to  create 
that  fecret,  vain  Complacence  in  the  Mind, 
which  arifes  from  the  Conceit,  that  what 
they  wear  becomes  them,  and  fets  them  in 
Rank  above  their  ^Neighbours :  Wherefore 
'tis  plain,  that  this  kind  of  Pride,  whatever 
it  is,  is  not  grounded  upon  Coftlinefs  or 
Worth,  but  upon  Comelinefs  and  Fafhion  > 
for  that  People  wou'd  be  proud  of  Toys  and 
Tinfel,  Straws  and  Rufhes,*  if  the  Court 
and  City  brought  them  into  a  Mode :  And 
one  cannot  doubt,  but  that  vain  Fellows 
were  as  proud  in  their  Doyley  Stuffs,  when 
they  were  in  the  Mode,  as  in  their  embroi- 
dered Coats  5  and  that  Women  may  have  as 
much  Pride  in  Calicoes  as  in  Brocades.  Since 
'tis  Haughtinefs  and  Conceit  of  Mind  which 
the  Scripture  intends  to  forbid  >  therefore 
Diamonds,  Gold,  rich  Cloaths,  or  plaited 
Hair,  are  not  particulary  intended,  any  far- 
ther than  they  prove  the  Occafion  of  that 
Conceit  and  Haughtinefs ;  becaufe  other 
meaner  things,  if  in  Fafhion  and  Ufe,  occa- 
fion them  as  commonly  and  as  certainly  as 
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the  moll  coftly  things.    Is  not  a  Lady  as  j 
proud  of  her  Straw  Hat  and  Country  Habit ! 
as  of  her  Park  and  P/;y/-drefs,  for  that  it 
makes  her  pleafe  as  well,  Ihe  thinks,  and  to 
pleafe  is  the  End  of  all  Drefs  y  in  the  light 
Vein? 

What  has  been  faid  for  the  Matter  of  At- 
tire is  alfo  faid  as  true ,  for  the  Manner  of 
it.  No  one  particular  Mode  either  is  or 
can  poflibly  be  forbidden,  as  that  which  ne- 
ceflarily  occafions  or  prevents  this  Vanity  and 
Levity,  becaufe  it  is  not  This  or  That  parti- 
cular Fafhion  that  only  occafions  Levity  or 
Vanity :  For  another  Drefs  does  the  fame 
thing  when  'tis  become  the  Mode  >  and  'tis 
foolifh  to  imagine  fuch  a  Mode  is  the  Prou- 
deft  that  ever  was ,  fince  People  are  alike 
proud  in  all  3  and  few  or  none  were  ever 
proud  of  their  Drefs  if  they  thought  it  out 
of  Fafhion  ,  or  did  not  wear  it  in  Spight 
and  Oppofition  to  the  Faftiion.  No  body 
can  imagine  a  great  Lady  wou'd  never  throw 
afide  her  Forhead  Cloath $  and  another,  as 
great  a  one,  her  High-Crown' d  Hat,  out  of 
a  Spirit  of  Humility :  Such  are  as  proud  in 
Singularity  as  others  in  thtFaflrions.  Whatever 
Pride  arifes  from  Drefs  is  owing  chiefly  to 
the  Opinion  People  have ,  that  what  they 
wear  is  modiih  and  becoming  wherefore  all 
Fafhions  are  very  near  alike  hazardous,  one 
as  the  other,  and  as  apt  to  raife  the  Conceit 
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|of  weak  and  trifling  Minds.  If  Faihion  be 
the  moll  obvious  and  apparent  ground  of 
Vanity,  and  the  Foundation  of  this  foolilh 
Pride,  it  mull  certainly  be  reafonable,  if  not 
abfolutely  neceflary  ,  to  avoid  Conformity 
and  Compliance  with  it.  This  would  be  a 
natural  Confequence  of  the  Effe£ts  of  Mode, 
if  thofe  Effects  were  true,  which  they  are  not, 
lince  the  avoiding  the  Faihion  would  fignifie 
nothing  at  all.  For  what  is  on  this  account  ab- 
folutely neceflary  to  fome,  is  as  neceflary  to  all. 
If  one  mull  not  be  proud  and  vain,  neither 
mull  another  be  fo ;  if  one  mull  avoid  the  com- 
mon and  ordinary  Occafion  of  Pride,  fo  mull 
another,  fo  mull  all.  Now  'tis  impoflible 
for  all  to  avoid  the  Fafliion,  for  if  all  avoi- 
ded it,  how  could  any  thing  be  the  Faihion? 
And  that  which  all  or  moil  agree  in,  and 
confent  to,  will  be  neceflarily  the  Faihion  : 
So  all  Peoples  avoiding  the  Fafliion  would 
be  only  fetting  up  another  Faihion,  if  they 
all  fell  into  one  and  the  famej  or  leaving 
every  one  to  their  own  Fancies  and  Whim- 
lies,  it  wou'd  occafion  as  much ,  and  per- 
haps more  Pride ,  than  their  all  agreeing  in 
one.  There  would  be  Emulation  and  Out- 
vying one  another  *  Envy  wou'd  be  added 
to  Pride,  and  neither  the  Levity  or  Rich- 
nefs  of  Drefs  be  a  whit  the  more  abated  for 
it.  Upon  the  whole,  the  general  Confent 
of  moll  Wearers  makes  a  Drefs  modijh^  and 
2  when 
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when  that  has  once  prevailed,  it  unavoidably 
becomes  the  Standard  and  Meafure  of  De- 
cency. If  we  think  aFafhion  aukward  and 
unbecoming,  it  is  becaufe  we  have  not  long 
enough  been  us'd  to  it,  or  do  not  find  it 
generally  approv'd  ,  or  becaufe  it  has  been 
long  laid  alide*  but  to  think  it  finful  to  fol- 
low aFafliion,  becaufe  new,  and  to  conform 
in  thefe  Cafes  to  Cuftom ,  is  to  fet  up  our 
own  Imaginations  againft  the  wholeWorld's, 
not  only  of  our  Time,  but  of  all  former 
Times,  whofe  Modes  and  Garbs  have  all  a- 
long  been  very  different :  And  tho'  fome  ap- 
pear more  antick  and  extravagant  than  o- 
thers,  yet  that  proceeds  rather  from  a  Fond- 
nefs  for  our  own  Conceits  andCurtoms,  and 
a  liking  to  what  we  have  been  us'd  to  in  our 
own  Nation  and  Times,  than  from  any  true 
grounds  in  Nature  or  in  Reafon.  To  con- 
clude, that  one  Fafliion  is  more  proud  and 
finful  than  another^  argues  weaknefs  of  Judg- 
ment, or  want  of  Consideration :  Not  that 
fome  fort  of  Fafliions  do  not  minifter  more 
to  Wantonnefs  and  Immo-defty  than  others, 
and  take  up  much  more  Time,  and  hinder 
People  from  doing  the  Good  they  would  o- 
therwife  do  5  but  that  one  Fafhion  is  prou- 
der than  another,  is  not  at  all  evident,  tho* 
it  is  commonly  thought  fo. 

When  things  are  generally  decry'd  with- 
out any  Reafon,  or  good  Foundation,  good 
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and  honeft  People  are  fcandahYd  at  they 
know  not  what,  and  Scruples  are  begotten 
in  fome  weak  Minds  which  they  cannot  ea- 
filyget  rid  of.  Such  as  have  been  miftaken 
to  a  Compliance  with  the  literal  Senfe  of  thefe 
Injun£tions,  are  apt  uncharitably  to  cenfure 
fuch  as  have  not  taken  thefe  Injunctions,  to 
be  general  and  unlimitted  ,  and  have  inno- 
cently followed  the  Fafliions.  This  Cenfo- 
rioufnefs  is  a  much  greater  Fault  than  what 
they  condemn,  and  perhaps  has  more  Pride 
in  it  than  they  imagine  others  take  in  their 
Drefs.  The  Superiority  they  fecretly  afiiime 
over  them ,  by  their  pretended  Innocence, 
is  more  exalted  than  anything  that  can  arife 
from  Conceit  of  Habit.  And  let  thefe  over 
fcrupulous  Men  and  Women  think  what 
they  pleafe,  till  they  can  difcover  the  Un- 
reaibnablenefs  and  Unlawfulnefs  of  comply- 
ing with  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Times,  which 
are  not  in  themfelves  finful)  or  'till  they 
can  difcover  a  better  Standard  of  Decency 
than  the  general  Confent  of  People,  there 
is  no  reatbn  to  judge  otherwife  than  that 
the  common  Garb  is  innocent  and  fafe.  It 
may  indeed  become  theGccafron  of  Peoples 
Pride  and  Vanity  ,  and  fo  in  any  thing 
elfe^  wherefore  when  we  find  our  felves 
exalted  by  fuch  Trifles,  and  humbled  by  for- 
bearing them,  'tis  our  Duty  to  quit  and 
change  them  immediately  ->  for  the  belt  En? 

dowments 
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dowments  of  Body  and  Mind  cannot  excufe 
Conceit  of  our  felves ,  or  Contempt  of  o- 
thers,  and  much  lefs  any  gay  Attire,  that  is 
truly  none  of  ours,  but  borrow'd  from  the 
Earth  and  Sea,  and  Birds  and  Beads,  and 
little  ugly  Infers,  and  only  ferve  to  conceal 
our  Imperfections  and  Deformities. 

Virtue  and  good  Qualities  muft  needs  run 
very  low,  when  People  feek  for  Honour 
and  Efteem  from  fuch  poor  Vanities  as  thefe, 
and  fcorn  and  injure  too,  perhaps,  their 
Neighbours  for  the  want  of  them  >  of  which, 
if  they  had  but  a  little  more  ,  they  would 
envy  and  hate  them :  Not  that  every  Aft  of 
Complacence  in  Apparel,  or  everyThought, 
that  fuch  and  fuch  a  thing  becomes  them 
better  than  another,  is  finful,  but  the  Ex- 
cels of  fuch  Complacence,  and  the  fetting  a 
greater  Efteem  upon  themfelves,  and  a  lefs 
on  others ,  than  is  due  upon  thefe  filly  Ac- 
counts which  elate  the  Hearts  of  foolifti 
Creatures  with  idle  Fancies  of  Dignity  and 
Honour,  and  withdraw  them  from  more 
grave  and  ferious  Objects,  on  which  they 
might  and  {hou'd  be  better  employed.  The 
Applaufe  that  arifes  from  Nicenefs  or  Rich- 
nefs  of  Drefs ,  is  apt  to  puff  up  fuch  airy 
Spirits,  tho'  at  the  bottom  'tis  falfe,  and  fo 
generally  accompany'd  with  Envy,  that  'tis 
far  from  being  an  Advantage  to  the  Perfons 
to  whom  it  is  given.  If  you  are  compli- 
mented 
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mented  on  the  Gaiety  or  Coft  of  your 
Cloaths ,  when  prefent ,  you  are  as  fure  to 
be  rally'd  when  abfent  for  your  Affectation 
in  the  Choice  of  them ,  or  your  aukward- 
nefs  in  wearing  them. 

Ladies  are  loath  to  allow  any  Excellence 
in  each  other  that  they  have  not  themfelves 
in  as  great  Perfe&ion,  and  there  is  a  way  of 
fetting  off  native  Beauty  with  Eafe  and  In- 
nocence, which  will  charm ,  without  the 
Danger  of  running  outward  Ornaments  into 
Folly  and  Extravagance.  'Tis  a  hard  Mat- 
to  drefs  Age  and  Deformity  into  Beauty; 
whereas  any  thing  with  Decency  will  look 
well  on  thofe  whom  Nature  has  given  good 
Looks  to>  and  this  Confideration  fhou'd 
have  weight  with  the  Sex,  if  the  other 
moreferious  one  cannot  affect  them  \  which 
wou'd  be  very  much  to  be  lamented ,  fince 
the  Beauty  and  Grace  they  aim  at  in  their 
Drefies,  if  they  attain  k,  is  no  fuch  migh- 
ty Prize  5  a  fickly  Creature  of  the  Ima- 
gination, born  and  nourifli'd  unaccounta- 
bly, and  loll  by  Humour ,  and  a  thoufand 
Accidents. 

This  we  may  reft  aflur'd  of,  that  all  fuch 
Attire  as  ferves  to  Loofenefs  and  Immodefty 
is  forbidden  by  the  Scripture  •>  and  this  not 
only  if  it  be  deiign'd  to  ferve  fuch  wicked 
Purpofes,  but  alfo  if  it  has  a  natural,  an  ea- 
fv,  or  an  ufuai  Tendency  to  it:  TheDefign 
"  Vol  I.  F  itielf 
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itfelf  is  abominable  $  the  heating  of  the  Fan* 
cy,  the  enflaming  the  Heart,  the  kindling 
impure  Defires  that  will  at  laft  confume 
both  Body  and  Soul ,  is  what  one  fhou'd 
not  think  of  but  with  Terror  and  Abhor- 
rence. T-o  drefs  with  this  Defign,  is,  to 
be  fure,  not  only  blameable  but  damnable^ 
without  Repentance  :  'Tis  the  worlt  they 
can  do,  and  all  they  can  do  $  for  nothing  is 
wanting  on  their  fide  to  compleat  the  Sin* 
Ask  your  felves  then,  you  of  the  weaker  Sex5 
when  you  are  putting  on  your  odious  and 
unnatural  Paints,  Why  do  I  redden  this 
Cheek ,  and  whiten  this  Forehead  ?  Why 
jhide  that  Wrinkle,  and  expofe  that  Charm  ? 
What  is  it  for  but  to  heat  and  enflame3  and 
to  raife  thofe  Paffions  which  you  arc  afraid 
the  Ruins  of  Time  or  Accident  \l  ou'd  not 
otherwife  raife  ?  Be  not  anxious  that  the 
Beauties  of  Nature  will  not  render  you  a- 
greeable  enough ;  if  you  wou'd  not  be  more 
agreeable  than  confilis  with  Religion  and 
Virtue,  think  on  what  has  been  faid  before 
with  ihe  utmoit  Truth ,  that  to  drefs  with 
Defign  to  pleafe  unlawfully,  is  to  drefs  to 
Damnation.  As  the  Defign's  taking  Effeffc 
4oes  not  at  all  depend  upon  you,  neither 
will  its  miffing  its  Effect  excufe  you,  or  .di- 
minifli  any  thing  of  your  Guilt  or  Puniih- 
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Thofewhofe  only  Intent  in  Drafting  is  to 
appear  gracious  and  amiable  in  the  Sight  of 
People,  and  to  gain  Affe&ion  and  Good 
Will,  mayconfider  this  general  Rule,  That 
the  Intending  any  thing  is  more  or  lefs  in- 
nocent in  kfelf,  and  would  be ,  ihould  it 
take  Effe6t.  If  to  appear  gracious  and  a- 
miable  be  in  itfelf  good,  bad,  or  indifferent, 
the  intending  to  appear  fo,  whether  it  take 
effeft  or  no,  will  be  good,  bad,  or  indiffe- 
rent accordingly  -y  wherefore  to  know  how 
far  you  may  drefs  with  this  Defign ,  you 
muft  demand  of  your  felf  what  you  defire 
that  Grace  and  Comelinefs  for,  and  what 
Ufe  you  defire  to  make  of  Peoples  admi- 
ring you  j  according  as  that  is  better  or 
worfe,  fo  will  your  dreffing  and  adorning 
your  felf  be  more  or  lefs  innocent. 

Some  of  the  ancient  ChrifHans ,  as  Ter- 
tullian  and  others,  feem  to  allow  Wives  a 
greater  Liberty  in  dreffing  than  Virgins,  but 
they  fay  it  fhould  be  only  where  'tis  fairly 
probable,  atleaft,  that  the  Affe&ions  of  the 
Husbands  cannot  otherwife  be  eafily  retain'd  : 
But  they  at  the  fame  time  reproach  the  Folly 
and  Lightnefs  of  thofeMen,  who  confiderd 
fuch  Appearances  more  than  the  true  and 
only  Ornaments,  the  Virtues  and  good  Qua- 
lities of  Women  *  and  they  reiirain  the 
Wives  appearing  handfomer  than  ordinary 
to  the  Husbands  only  ,   which  may  indeed 
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be  done  in  the  Defign ,  but  not  as  to  the 
Effe£ts,  which  will  alfo  have  Influence  upon 
other  People.  Neverthelefs ,  tho'  there 
may  be  fomething  of  Reafon  in  fatisfying 
fome  Defires,  yet  there  will  be  a  great  deal 
of  Imprudence  and  Infecurity  in  it.  Some 
Husbands  may  be  light,  wanton  and  fanta- 
Hical  themfelves ,  and  their  Fancies  prove 
but  weak  and  fimple  Guides  s  they  may  in 
vain  drefs  for  them ,  but  drefs  for  others  to 
purpofe:  Wherefore  tho'  they  fhou'd  be 
permitted  to  take  a  greater  Liberty  with  re- 
fpect  to  their  Husbands,  and  the  pleafing 
diem  5  yet  becaufe  they  live  and  converfe 
with  other  People,  they  are  prohibited,  as 
well  as  other  W omen ,  fuch  Drefs  as  not- 
withltanding  they  defign  to  hurt  or  pleafe 
no  body  at  all,  yet  may  have  in  itfelf  a  na- 
tural,  eafy,  or  an  ufual  Tendency  to  Evil, 
and  prove  Temptations  to  another. 

All  Men  and  Women  are  prefum'd  to  a£fc 
upon  fome  Grounds ;  our  Reafon  and  Facul- 
ties are  given  us  to  dire£t  and  govern  us  in 
all  our  A&ions ,  and  to  confider  with  their 
Caufes  and  Efte£ts,  A£tions  and  Events, 
natural  and  neceflary,  probable  and  acciden- 
tal, fuch  as  are  like  to  be,  and  fuch  as 
may  poflibly  be  >  and  from  thefe  Abilities  of 
confidering,  judging  and  determining,  ari- 
fes  the  Guilt  and  Condemnation,  of  Preci- 
pitancy, Heedlelhefs,  and  a&ing  inconfide- 

rately. 


in 

Drefs.  101 

rately.  And  as  a  Man  is  pity'd  reafonably, 
who  tails  into  Misfortunes  which  he  could 
notforefee,  nor  poiHbly  prevent >  butblam'd 
and  condemned ,  who  fuffers  what  he  nei- 
ther needed  nor  fhou'd  have  done :  So  is  a 
Man  or  Woman  excused  for  what  Events 
are  accidental  and  unufual  from  their  A£ts  3 
but  blameable  and  chargeable  with  fuch  E- 
vents  as  might  be  reafonably  expected,  and 
were  both  natural,  and  eafily  coniequentiai 
of  fuch  their  x^&ions,  tho'  they  thought  not 
on  them,  or  at  leaft  defign'd  them  not-  When 
Men  take  the  proper,  natural T  and  ready 
means  to  the  attaining  of  an  Endr  and  £uch 
as  could  not  probably  mifcarryr  fuch  as  they 
mull  needs  have  taken  had  they  purpofely 
defign'd  that  End,  it  will  be  prefum'd  they 
intended  it  whether  they  did  or  no.  Thus 
tho'  a  Drefs  orTafhion  ihou'd  not  be  at  all 
defign'd  to  ferve  any  evil  or  immodeft  Pur- 
pofes,  yet  if  it  naturally  did  fo,  if  it  eafily 
tempted  unwary  forward  Hearts,,  warm  and 
•  deprav'd  Fancies,  if  it  rais'd  unclean  Ideas 
in  the  Minds  of  ill-difpos'd  People,  it  were 
undoubtedly  unlawful.  Siich  Drefs  andFa- 
ihion  muft  unqueftionably  be  forfaken:  There 
neither  Multitude  nor  Quality,  nor  Cultom, 
cou'd  excufe  j  it  wou'd  be  to  no  purpofe  to> 
fay  they  meant  no  Harm,,  for  'tis  not  enough, 
not  tG-defign,  but  they  muft  give  no  man- 
ner of  jult  Occafion  of  it :  Tho'  the  Parties 
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take  not  this  Occafion  as  a  thing  that  is  of* 
fered  them  on  purpofe,  yet  if  it  may  be 
eafily  and  naturally,  according  to  the  wic- 
ked Inclinations  and  Propenfities  of  Peo- 
ple y  taken  and  laid  hold  on,  it  is  to  be 
look'd  upon  as  given.  'Tis  true  indeed  he 
is  in  fault,  and  fhall  be  punifh'd,  that  takes 
the  bad  Occafion  not  defign'd  to  be  given  j 
but  'tis  alfo  true ,.  that  {he  is  to  be  blam'd* 
and  fhall  be  punifh'd,  that  offered  fo  proper 
and  fo  eafy  a  Temptation. 

Thefe  Refle£lions  are  fufficient  to  alarm 
both  Sexes,.and  make  them  cautious  of  giving 
or  taking  Temptations  by  Drefs ,  fo  com- 
mon now-a-days,  that  there  is  no  Immode* 
ily  which  Faihion  does  not  feem  tojuftifie; 
and  the  Extravagance  is  fo  great,  not  fo  much 
as  to  the  Expence  as  to  the  Mode,  that  in 
a  little  while  the  fair  Sex  will  have  loft  their 
diftinguifhing  Quality,  Shame,  and  that 
which  of  all  Charms  is  mod  winning,  Mo- 
defty.  They  have  been  fo  us'd  to  drefs  at 
Pleafure,  that  they  will  hardly  be  brought  to  • 
believe  but  they  are  left  at  entire  Liberty  in  it, 
and  may  wear  what  Cloaths  they  pleafe,  or 
even  none  at  all,  if  it  was  the  Faihion. 

Thofe  of  them  who  would  neither  aban- 
don Modefty ,  nor  be  confin'd  by  Scruple  , 
may  confider,  that  if  the  Garb  be  fuch  as 
cannot  eaiily  and  naturally  tempt ,  then  let 
the  Event  be  what  it  wiU  y  the  Party  gave 


Drefs.  10  3 

it  not,  and  To  it  is  innocent.  In  a  Word* 
to  defign  a  thing  that's  Evil,  is  Snr7  thor 
you  don't  effed  it,  becaufc  you  have  done  all 
you  cou'd;  to  dreis  with  a  Defign  to  catch 
unwary  and  wicked  Hearts*  is  therefore  a 
Sin,  whatever  the  Effed  be.  To  effe£t  an 
evil  End  may  be  a  Sin ,  tho'  you  don't  de- 
fign it,  becaufe  you  took  the  proper  and  u~ 
fual  Courfes  to  effeft  it,  and  becaufe  the  Ef~ 
fe&  depends  not  on  Defigns  and  Purpofes  y 
but  upon  natural  and  proper  Means,  and 
becaufe  you  knew,  or  ought  to  know,  that 
that  was  very  likely  to  be  the  Effect  and 
Confequence  of  fuch  your  Actions, 

The  Truth  is,  'tis  too  obvious,  that  Wo- 
men of  all  Conditions  do  not  ftand  now  to 
confider  whether  their  manner  of  Drefs  be 
lawful,  but  whether 'tis  modifh  and  takings 
they  are  fo  far  from  not  defigning  to  pleafe 
in  their  Drefs,  that  they  have  no  Notion  of 
dreffing  to  any  other  Purpofe.  It  is  to  be 
hop'd  that  this  Rule  has  a  great  many  Ex- 
ceptions, and  that  there  are  many  good  Wo- 
men who  wou'd  be  glad  to  be  inform'd  how 
far  they  may  comply  with  Modes,  and  not 
injure  their  Virsue.  It  is  not  eafy  to  de- 
termine what  kind  of  Drefs  does  naturally,,* 
eafily,  and  ufually  produce  bad  Effects,,  for 
Modeftyand  Shame  itfelf  in  many  Cafes  de- 
pend upon  Ufages  and  Cuftoms  of  Places, 
and  theConfent  of  fuch  a  Peoples  and  that* 
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which  is  accounted  Modefty  in  fome  Coun- 
tries is  lightly  regarded  in' another.  The 
Opinions  of  the  fame  Nation  alter  by  Time 
and  Circumftances,  and  a  toohaftyand  un- 
kind Cenfure  may  pafs  on  thofe  Occali- 
ons ,  unleis  things  are  maturely  confider'd. 
However  Men  and  Women  are  not  left  in 
flich  Uncertainties,  but  they  may,  if  they 
will,  guefs  pretty  tolerably  where  the  Dan- 
ger lies,  and  whence  the  Temptation  fifes  J 
according  to  their  Knowledge,  and  the  bell 
of  their  Guefs,  they  are  oblig'd  to  remove 
the  grounds  of  fuch  Temptation,  or  elfe 
they  will  offend  againft  the  Rules  of  Scri- 
pture, which  forbid  Chriftian  Women  fuch 
Drefles  as  ferve  to  Immodefty  and  Loofenefs  -9 
as  alfo  all  fuch  Attire  as  takes  up  too  much 
of  their  Time,  which  is  given  to  better 
Purpofes ,  as  has  been  already  obferv'd  on 
the  Head  of  Employment.  What  Account 
can  thofe  Ladies  give  of  it ,  that  wafte 
whole  Mornings  in  the  Decorations  of  their 
Head  only,  and  leave  the  reft  of  their  Drefs 
to  confume  their  Afternoons  ?  that  are  Hours 
at  their  Glafs  in  adjulting  themfelves ,  and 
pra&ife  over  the  languifhing  Looks  they  are 
to  carry  abroad  with  them  ?  that  will  not 
ftir  from  it  as  long  as  there  is  a  Hair  out  of 
its  Place,  and  think  a  Day  well  fpent  if  they 
have  been  well  dreft  in  it  ?  Mull  not  fuch 
ftt  a  higher  Price  on  the  Grace  of  their  Bo- 
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dy  than  on  the  Beauty  of  the  Mind  ?  and  can. 
they  be  laid  to  be  all  that  while  working  out 
their  Salvation?  If  they  wou'd  refleft  a  lit- 
tle on  that  great  BulTnefs  fo  neceflary  to  their 
eternal  Felicity,  how  much  they  have  to  dp* 
that  is  more  confiderable  than  what  they  are- 
about,  and  that  too  little  expended  in  ador- 
ning and  fetting  out  themfelves  is  much: 
more  tolerable  and  fafe  than  too  much  , 
they  wou'd  want  no  great  Advice  in  thefe 
Cafes,  nor  much  offend  by  fuch  a  Negli- 
gence.    They  mull:  needs  determine-  for 
themfelves  in  all  thefe  Matters,-  and  they 
may  do  it  fafely,   on  the  better  lider.  the 
Rule  being  fhort  and  eafy.    'Tis  unlawful: 
to  bellow  that  time  in  dreffing  ones^  felf 
which  is  due  to  God  and  Religion  r  which 
fliou'd  be  fpent  in  his  Worfhip  and  Service.,, 
and  which  is  given  on  purpofe  to  us  to  fe- 
cure  our  everlaiting  Intereit  with  him  5,  or 
that  Time  we  owe  to  our  Neighbours,,  our 
Relations,  orourfelves,  in  the  feveral  States 
of  Life,  and  in the  different  Refpech  we 
have  to  them  all, .  Tho' a  Woman  may  be 
conltant  in  her  Prayers  and  Reading,,  or 
what  other  fpiritual  Exercifes  fhe  may  be- 
upon,yet  it  is  not  enough  if  lhe  employs  thole 
Hours  on  adorning  her  felf, ,  that  are  due  to. 
the  Difcharge  of  the  Office  of  a  good  Wife*, 
or  Parent,  or  theMiftrefs  of  aJFamily;  For 
thefe  are  all  of  them  Duties  r  and.  mull,  be 
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paid,  whereas  the  other  might  be  better 
fpar'd.    It  is  not  only  an  imprudent  but  a 
criminal  Negledt  in  any  Woman ,  to  dedi- 
cate thofe  Hours  to  Drefs,  which  ought  to 
be  fpent  in  looking  after  the  Concerns  of 
her  Husband  and  Family,  her  Children  and 
her  Servants  5  the  End  and  Bufinefs  of  her 
Relation  as  a  Wife.    Great  Ladies  will  not 
have  patience  to  read  fo  uncourtly  a  Ledfcure.. 
What !  take  them  from  their  Toilets  to  turn- 
them  into  the  Kit  chin  or  Laundry  ?  Have- 
not  they  Servants  enough  to  look  after  the 
Affairs  of  the  Family?  And  what  have  they 
to  do  in  the  Nurfery,  but  to  play  away  a 
Minute  or  two,  which  hangs  on  their  Hands,, 
with  their  Children?   After  this  rate,  they 
mud  be  always  in  a  Dijhabilk^  fo  ill-becom- 
ing every  one  that  is  not  better  dreft  by  Na- 
ture.   They  cannot  imagine  the  time  ill— 
fpent,  that  is  innocently  employ 'd  over  a 
Drefling  Box  ;  but  when  they  fee  Death 
at  a  nearer  Diftance,  and  remember  what 
little  Preparations  they  made  for  it,  they 
will  with  horror  look  back  on  a  Life  of 
Pride,  Vanity  and  Idlenefs,  which  general- 
ly are  Companions  y  and  wilh  in  vain,  that 
they  had  madeufe  of  it  in  drefling  out  their 
Souls  for  Eternity. 

As  to  coftly  Array ,  mentioned  by  the  Apo- 
file,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  he  forbids 
fiich  Drefs,  as  by  its  Expence  prevents  Peo- 
ple 
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pie  from  doing  that  Good  which  they  might 
otherwife  have  done,  by  Charity  in  its  fe- 
veral  InftanccS:    Not  that  all  Money  ex- 
pended on  things  pleafant  and  delightful  is- 
illfpent,  or  ought  to  have  been  beftow'd  on 
charitable  Ufes  :    An  Opinion  that  has  nei- 
ther Truth  nor  Reafon  in  it  y  for  many  things 
that  are  neither  abfolutely  neceflary,  nor  yet 
fo  ftri&ly  convenient,  but  that  one  may  be 
well  without  them ,  are  neverthelefs  very 
lawful,  and  indifferent  to  be  us'd  or  let  alone  * 
as  we  fee  fit.  Otherwife  it  wou'd  be  unlaw- 
ful to  do  almoft  any  thing  in  the  World  but 
Alms :  No  one  muft  purchafeany  thing,  but 
what  was  of  abfolute  Neceffity,  becaufe  the 
Superfluity  might  be  better  employed  >  and 
even  of  things  of  abfolute  Neceflity,  no  one 
muft  take  the  better  when  the  worfe  wou'd 
ferve,  becaufe  the  Surplufage  of  Price  might 
ferve  to  charitable  Ufes  >  whereby  the  Mind 
wou'd  be  perpetually  perplex'd.  Sometimes 
the  innocent  and  lawful  Pleafures  of  this 
Life  are  in  a  manner  neceflary,  to  the  fweet- 
ning  of  Men's  Cares  3  but  as  in  this,  fo  it  is 
in  Drefs,  the  Excefs  of  it  is  only  blameable, . 
and  the  Extremity  to  be  avoided.  That  Ex- 
pence  in  it  which  difables  People  from  lay- 
ing out  any  thing  on  good  Ufes  is  to  be 
condemn'd }  when  a  Woman  carries  the  For-  - 
tune  of  a  Family  about  her,  and  almoft  la- 
bours under  the  Weight  and  Preflure  of  herv 

F  6  Or- 
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Ornamentsi  when  Ihe  is  really  in  pain  her 
felf,  for  the  fantattick  Pleafure  of  thinking 
ihe  is  pleating  to  another :  This  rauft  needs 
be  faulty,  becaufe  it  is  choofing  to  do  thar, 
which  is  at  lead  neither  neceflary,  nor  con- 
venient, nor  commanded,  before  that  which 
is  both  excellent  and  neceflary,  as  are  A6ts 
of  Charity  and  Kindnefs,  in  their  feveral 
Relations,  and  according  to  their  feveral 
Qualities  and  Abilities.  Since  Charity  and 
doing  Good  is  the  very  End  of  God's  be- 
llowing Riches  upon  People,  and  the  Pre- 
tence and  Ground  of  their  deferving  them  % 
as  alfo  the  beft  and  truelt  Ufe  they  can  pof- 
fibly  make  of  them,  they  mult  furely  be  felf- 
condemn'd  that  hinder  themfelves  from  put- 
ting Riches  to  this  good  Ufe,  by  laying, 
them  out  fo  very  extravagantly  ani  unpro- 
fitably,  to  pleafe  a  viciated  Imagination,  and 
attract  the  Eyes  of  others :  Thus  they,  in 
iome  fenfe,  defraud  the  Poor  and  Needy  of 
the  true  and  folid  Comforts  of  Life,  that 
fweep  the  Ground  with  that*  whole  Pur- 
€hafe  wou'd  h?ve  fed  the  Hungry,  fatisfy'd 
theThirfty,  !  comforted  the  Hearts  of 
the  Sick  and  Imprifon'd. 

What  Ihining  Examples  have  we  of  the 
Primitive  Chriitians,  who  parted  with  their 
coftly  Apparel,  their  Jewels  and  Ornaments^ 
to  feed  and  cloath  the  needy  Servants  of 
Quill !  They  are  glorious  ones,  'tis  true 
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but  are  Lights  hung  out,  to  fhew  Men  ra- 
ther where  they  may  go  ,  than  to  direct 
them  where  they  muft.  To  imitate  them 
in  this  is  unqueftionably  very  good,  but  yet 
not  neceflarily  requir'd  of  thofe  that  are  not, 
nor  'thofe  that  are  in  the  fame  Circumftan- 
ces  \  but  they  may  ferve  to  fliew,  that  theie 
excellent  ancl  charitable  Chriftians  wou'd 
have  thought  it  an  unpardonable  Fault,  to 
have  beftow'd  any  exceflively  fuperfluous 
Coft  upon  themfelves ,  when  they  thereby 
difabled  themfelves,  from  imitating  fo  many 
noble  and  human  Precepts  in  behalf  of  Cha- 
rity, as  we  find  in  Scripture.  Reafon,  as 
well  as  the  Divine  Command,  forbids  all  fuch 
Coftlinefs  of  Apparel,  as  exceeds  the  Qua- 
lity, and  Ability  of  the  Wearer.  This  Er- 
ror is  one  Offence  againft  Decency,  and  that 
natural  and  becoming  Order,  which  the 
Wifdom  and  Cuftom  of  all  Times  and  Pla- 
ces have  agreed  upon ,  as  moft  convenient 
to  difcriminate  the  People  one  from  another, 
to  prevent  Difrefpeft,  Diforder  and  Confu- 
fiori.  The  Power  of  Drefc  isvory  great  ia 
commanding;  Refpe£fc  :  P  .  -r's  Robes 
ftrike  a  greater  Awe  in  the  Vulgar  than  his- 
moft  pompous  Titles  y  and  what  wou'd  the 
grave  and  iblemn  Decifions  of  the  Magillrate 
iignifie  to  moft  Peopler  if  they  were  not 
wrap'd  in  Furr  and  Ermine?  This  Diftinr 
ction  of  Garment  has  a.  more  folid  Founda- 
tion* 
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tion,  than  to  humour  the  Pride  of  the  Judges 
or  the  Vanity  of  the  Peer :  All  Nations  a- 
gree  in  it  y  and  we  err  when  we  any  way 
endeavour  to  confound  it.  Tho'  Excefs  in 
Apparel  is  not  an  Offence  againft  God,  bare- 
ly confider'd,  yet  all  kinds  of  Luxury^  and 
this  efpecially  of  Drefs,  in  wife  Govern- 
ments, Has  more  or  lefs  been  frequently  re- 
ftrain'd  by  Penal  Laws*  which  wou'd  not 
have  been  done,  had  there  been  no  Incon- 
venience, and  no  kind  of  Deformity  and  na- 
tural Indecency  in  it.  The  Inconvenience  • 
is  moll  certainly  the  greateft  that  can  hap- 
pen to  us,  that  occafions  Poverty  and  Want  y 
it  exhaufts  the  Gain  of  honeft  Traffick  and 
Labour :  What  fhou'd  fubfift  the  Family  y 
breed  up  the*  Children ,  and  fupport  Trade 
and  Credit, .  is  trifled  away  in  Shew  and  gay 
Appearance ,  not  only  to  the  Shame,  but  to 
the  Ruin  of  the  Husband.  The  beft  a  Mair 
can  hope  for  from  fuch  a  coftly  Wife,  is  to 
be  pity'd,  after  he  has  a  while  been  laugh'd* 
at  by  the  World.  Husbands  are  difcourag'd 
in  the  Profecution  of  their  Bufinefs ,  when 
they  fee  the  Fruits  of  their  Induftry  fo  la- 
vifhly,  fo  fillily,  and  fuddenly  fquander'd  a- 
way ,  by  the  light  and  wanton  Fancies  of 
their  Wives  :  This  frequently  tempts  them 
to  acarelefs  and  defperate  fort  of  Manage- 
ment, which  quickly  ends  iivDeftruftion  : 
They  firft  run  into  Debt  to  fupport  the  Va- 
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nity  of  their  Wives ;  and  the  beft  way  they 
at  laft  find  to  get  out  of  it,  is  Bankrupcy r 
They  cannot  pay  all,  and  therefore  will  pay 
none :  Fools  in  contracting  their  Debts,  and 
Knaves  in  the  Difcharge  of  them.  'Tis  im- 
poflible  for  a  Woman  to  be  a  good  Wife, 
that  does  not  fuit  her  Expences  to  her  Hus- 
band's Circumftances  :  If  flie  lov'd  himfhe 
wou'd  confult  his  Eafe  more  than  her  Vani- 
ty fhe  wou'd  tremble  to  think  on  the  Tor- 
ture he  mull  endure,  from  the  Importunity 
of  Creditors^  to  fupport  her  Luxury.  No 
Pretence  of  Birth  or  Quality  is  an  Excufe 
for  this  ruinous  Excefs.  Ladies  are  not  to 
confider  what  they  were  born,  but  to  what 
their  Children  are  born  $  nor  when  they 
pride  it  in  their  own  Quality  forget  their 
Husbands :  'Tis  by  his  Rank  and  his  Eftate 
they  are  to  govern  themfelves  in  thefe  Mat- 
ters. They  call  their  Marriage  Changing 
their  Condition^  and  fhou'd  remember,  among 
other  Senfes  of  thofe  Words,  that  they 
change  their  own  Condition  for  that  of  their 
Husband,  be  it  what  it  will,  better  or  worfe  5 
they  mud  fuit  their  Minds  to  it,  and  then 
the  relt  will  follow  as  it  ftiou'd.  Content 
is  requifite  to  Happinefs  in  all  Stations,  but 
molt  in  a  marry'd  cnej  and  that  Wife  who 
afpires  to  a  Figure  above  her  Husband's  A- 
bility  in  Drefs,  fhews  all  the  World  ihe 
defpiies  his  Condition,  which  mult  render 
WSmP-  her 
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fcermiferable*  and  no  Appearance /he  makes 
will  raife  the  Envy  of  the  Beholder  5  but  on 
the- contrary,  move  their  Contempt  for  a 
Creature ,  that  amidft  fo  much  Mifery  can 
fancy  her  felf  happy.  Pride  is  the  occafion 
of  this  exceflrve  Coftlinefs,  and  gaiety  of 
Apparel  \  and  fhe  muft  have  little  Reafon 
to  be  proud  of  her  felf,  who  is  fo  afham'd 
*of  her  Husband  as  to  defpife  his  Rank,  and 
ufurp  a  Figure  which  does  not  belong  to  it. 
It  is  very  poffible,  and  I  queltion  not,  very 
frequent,  for  Men  and  Women  to  bear  as 
good  and  humble  Minds  under  the  richelt 
Attire,  as  under  the  pooreft :  When  they 
go  according  to  their  State  and  Quality,  they 
do  no  more  than  is  expe&ed  of  them ,  and 
it  is  not  taken  fo  much  notice  of.  Pride  is 
generally  fed  by  the  Admiration  of  others  y 
and  we  are  not  apt  to  admire  that  great  and 
rich  People  go  fine  ?  their  Quality  and  State 
are  an  Excufefor  their  Drefling  at  more  Ex- 
pence  than  is  neceflary  y  but  'tis  impoflible 
for  them  to  have  humble  and  good  Minds,, 
to  exceed  their  Quality  and  Eitates,  with- 
out Pride  y  which  other  Women  as  well  as 
Wives  ought  to  confider,  for  they  are  as 
guilty  of  this  Extravagance,  and  from  the 
feme  Motive,  Pride,  which  is  a  moft  dam- 
nable Sin,,  and  was  undoubtedly  forbidden 
in  the  very  Texts  we  have  before  cited  on. 
the  Subject  of  Drefs-  What  makes  us  over- 
value 
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value  our  felves,  and  under- value  others,  muft 
be  finful  in  Chriftians  >  in  whom  Meeknefs 
and  Modefty  ought  always  to  be  confpicu- 
ous ,  from  a  Confcioufnefs  of  our  own  De- 
merits. If  we  refleft,  that  Chrift,  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  World,  dy'd  for  the  poorelt 
Man  as  well  as  for  the  Rich  >  for  the  Beg- 
gar in  his  Rags,  as  well  as  for  the  Prince  in 
his  Purple  $  how  can  we  fet  our  felves  fo 
much  above  our  Fellow-finners,  only  for  a 
little  Difference  in  Appearance,  and  that  all 
accidental  ?  for  Nature  has  made  the  Beg- 
gar as  beautiful  as  the  Prince*  and  if  renoun- 
cing the  Helps  of  Art ,  the  poor  Woman 
fhou'd  appeal  to  Nature,  how  vainly  wou'd 
the  rich  Lady  have  dreft  out  in  Gold  and 
Diamonds,  if  ihe  laid  by  her  Beauty  witii 
her  Garments  ?  For  'tis  remarkable,  that 
every  thing  extravagant  in  the  Condu& 
of  Life ,  miHes  even  the  Purpofes  it  inten- 
ded. 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  con* 
cerning  Errors  in  Drefs ,  we  muft  not  run 
away  with  Miftakes,  nor  conclude  all  things 
unlawful,  becaufe  fome  things  are.  To  think 
there  is  Merit  in  rejecting  all  Gaiety  and  Ex- 
pence  in  Apparel,  is  as  dangerous  as  to  launch 
out  into  it.  There  are  Niceties  and  Diffi- 
culties in  the  Injun6tions  we  have  been  treat- 
ing of,  which  are  well  worth  confidering  5 
for  without  luch  Confideration,  People  will 

argue 
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argue  obflinately,  and  cenfure  confidently 
and  uncharitably. 

That  may  be  accounted  Pride  and  Haugh- 
tinefs,  which  is  perhaps  the  natural  Air 
and  Mein  of  a  Perfon.  A  Gentleman  of 
good  Senfe,  and  eafinefs  of  Converfation  % 
has  the  Misfortune  to  have  paft  all  his  Life 
time  for  a  Fop  >  and  aflerted,  purely  becaufe 
by  Nature  or  ill  Cuftome  he  has  acquir'd 
fuch  a  Gait ,  that  he  cannot  turn  his  Head 
without  trouble  to  him  ,  thence  it  is  that 
he  is  reckon'd  Stiff  and  Proud  $  whereas  his 
Converfation,  and  manner  of  living  with  all 
his  Acquaintance  5  is  the  freeft  imaginable* 
There  is  a  Shynefs  alfo  in  feveral  People  y 
which  is  taken  for  Contempt  of  others,  and 
is  a  very  Diffidence  of  themfelves  *  and  there 
is  alfo  a  Delicacy  and  Decency  of  both  Sexes, 
which  is  miftaken  for  Pride :  This  in  all  Ages 
has  produced  a  Set  of  flovenly  Chriftians,  who 
think  'tis  not  Saint-like  to  be  neat.  The 
Cloyfters  of  Popifh  Countries  are  very  well 
furnifh'd  with  them  5  becaufe  the  Inlide  of 
the  Cup  is  commanded  to  be  kept  clean,  they 
are  of  Opinion  'tis  finful  to  beftow  any  Care 
on  the  Outfide.  Some  Men  of  warm  and  cor- 
rupt Imaginations,  may  receive  Temptation 
from  Drefles,  that  are  not  naturally  and  de- 
fignedly  immodeft :  In  fuch  Cafes  the  Sin  is 
their  own,  and  they  are  not  to  be  avoided  be-*  t 
caufe  they  abufe  themj  tho'  to  drefs  on  cer- 
tain 
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tain  Occaflons  may  take  up  more  time  than 
one  can  fuppofe  fhou'd  be  allow'd  for  it^ 
and  caufe  one  to  negleft  a  Duty  required  of 
us  :  After-diligence  may  make  it  up  when 
fuch  Negligence  is  not  a  common  Pra&ice. 
Accidents  may  happen  which  require  coftly 
Habits ,  and  may,  for  the  prefent  5  hinder 
doing  that  Good,  for  which  Compenfation 
may  be  made  for  the  future.  Every  thing 
has  its  Seafon :  Occafions  may  offer  where 
it  may  be  lawful  and  expedient,  for  People 
to  exceed  themfelves  in  Habits ,  to  forget 
their  Qualities  and  Stations  >  which  they 
may  after  as  reafonably  remember,  and  re- 
turn in  Sobernefs  and  Conftancy  again  to 
themfelves :  For  this  Reafon,  we  fhou'd 
not  be  over  {crapulous  our  felves  in  thefe 
Matters,  nor  hafty  in  cenfuring  others.  There 
are  too  many  things  to  be  confider'd  to  de- 
termine quickly :  One  may  with  much  more 
eafe  acquit  or  condemn  ones  felf  than  others 
in  thefe  Particulars ,  becaufe  we  know  our 
felves  much  better ,  and  can  frequently  re- 
cover to  our  Memory  the  Principles  we  go 
upon ,  and  in  what  they  are  firm ,  and  in 
what  they  fail.  A  little  Underfknding  with 
a  great  deal  of  Sincerity  and  good  Intenti- 
ons, will  be  able  to  dire£t  us  fufficiently  and 
fafely  in  all  thefe  Cafes. 

All  our  Reflexions  on  Drefs  have  hither- 
to turn'd  on  the  Negative ,  what  .it  is  the 

Divine 
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Divine  Laws  wou'd  not  reftrain  us  from : 
What  follow  will  be  more  in  the  Affirma- 
tive^ and  what  it  is  we  are  pofitively  en- 
joyn'd*  particularly  what  Ornaments  all 
Chriftian  Women  fhou'd  adorn  themfelves 
with,  the  hidden  Man  of  the  Hearty  the  Or- 
naments of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit.  To  a- 
dorn  the  Mind,  and  not  lay  all  their  Time 
and  Thoughts  out  in  adorning  the  Body  $  to 
fill  it  with  Chriftian  Virtues,  Charity,  Hu- 
mility, Meeknefs  and  Modeilyj  fet  out  the 
Heart  with  all  Spiritual  Graces,  make  it  as 
fine  as  you  can  with  Divine  Love.  Its  Beau- 
ty conhfts  in  its  Purity ,  and  tho'  it  is  hid- 
den to  Man  in  a  great  Meafure,  'tis  known 
to  the  Omnifcient,  who  takes  delight  in  a 
pure  Hearty  and  prefers  it  to  Diamonds  and 
Gold.  The  Minds  of  Chriftian  Ladies  fhou'd 
be  fiU'd  with  good  Principles  j  their  Hearts 
ihou'd  be  ftor'd  with  fuch  good  Qualities 
as  are  truly  ornamental,  and  will  make  them 
as  lovely  and  defirable  as  any  exterior  Garb 
can  do.  This  Adorning  is  to  be  in  that  which 
is  not  corruptible.  Gold,  Pearls  and  coftly  Ray- 
ment  are  of  themfelves  periihable  things  $ 
things  that  corrupt,  confume  and  wear  a- 
way  in  time;  things  that  are  eaten  up  with 
Ruftznd  Moth,  fubje£fc  to  Thieves  and  many 
Accidents.  Whatever  ferves  the  Body,  ei- 
their  for  Ufe  or  Ornament,  is,  like  its  Bo- 
dy, corruptible;  But  the  Mind,  immaterial 
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and  immortal  ,  requires  and  looks  for  Or- 
naments fuited  and  proper  to  it.  Among 
which,  one  confiderable  is  a  meek  and  quiet 
Spirit a  good  and  gentle  Temper,  a  lowly 
and  modelt  Opinion  of  themfelves,  a  Mind 
content  with  their  Q^idition,  which  is  of 
more  Value  than  the  moft  coftly  Apparel , 
being  of  great  Price  in  the  fight  of  Gody 
commanded  and  approved  by  him.  This 
is  the  readieft  way  for  Chriftian  Women 
to  recommend  themfelves  to  God,  and  to 
their  Husbands.  What  a  weak  hold  has  that 
Woman  of  her  Husband's  Heart ,  that  ties 
him  only  wit&  a  Curl  or  a  Ribbon  ?  Vir- 
tue and  Innocence  will  not  fail  of  keeping 
the  Ground  they  gain.  All  inward  Accom- 
plifliments  are  lafting ,  they  depend  not  on 
Caprice  and  Humour.  Husbands  that  can- 
not be  reftrain'd  by  Duty,  will  not  long  be 
kept  by  Drefs  j  their  Inclinations  vary  oft- 
ner  than  the  Mode,  but  the  good  Qualities 
of  the  Mind  have  a  commanding  as  well  as 
engaging  Influence  \  they  make  Husbands 
afraid  of  injuring  fo  much  Goodnefs,  and 
engage  their  AfFe&ions  by  Refpeft  and  fi- 
fteens The  Soul ,  as  the  better  part  of 
Man ,  deferves  the  more  of  our  Care  in  a- 
dorning  it  ^  'tis  the  Guide  to  the  Body,  'tis 
its  Governor,  and  fhou'd  be  fet  out  to  the 
beft  Advantage :  The  Soul  renders  him  a 
reafonable  and  religious  Creature  j  the  grea- 
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teft  Privilege  and  Honour  he  is  capable  of 
enjoying :  And  'tis  equally  foolifh  and  finful 
to  negle&  it,  whofe  Being  is  eternal  >  and 
be  more  folicitous  for  the  Body,  whofe  Be- 
ing is  tranfient  and  uncertain.    When  we 
drefs  the  Mind  out,  m£  drefs  for  Eternity  j 
when  we  decorate  the  Body,  'tis  but  for  a  few 
Moments  only.   How  invaluable  then  is  our 
fpiritual  Cloathing  in  Comparifon  with  our 
temporal?  How  much  more  Pains  Ihou'd  we 
take  in  cultivating  and  improving  the  Mind, 
when  we  once  are  convinc'd  of  the  Neceflity 
of  doing  it  ?  We  {hall  want  no  Motives  to  it, 
no  Arguments  againft  the  Vanity  and  Sin  of 
fpending  our  Riches  and  Time  in  outward 
Ornaments,  for  the  neglecting  the  Soul  to 
adorn  the  Body  $   as  if  a  Man  Ihould  be  at 
great  Expence  to  build  the  Walls  and  out- 
fide  of  his  Houfe  very  fine  and  ftately,  and 
fhew  no  manner  of  Contrivance  in  the  in- 
fide  of  it  j   regarding  neither  Beauty  nor 
Convenience,  nor  intending  any  Furniture. 
This  wou'd  be  building  for  the  Sight  and  Plea- 
fure  of  People  pafling  by,  and  wanting  in  the 
mean  time  an  Habitation  for  himfelf  -9  every 
one  wou'dcry  out  fuch  a  Man  is  either  a  Fool 
or  a  Madman,  negle£ting  that  which  is  moft 
properly  the  Houfe,  and  ought  to  be  the 
moil  ferviceablc  and  convenient,  for  the  fake 
of  appearing  well  to  Strangers,  without  any 
farther  Ufe,  They  arc  as  foolifh  and  ftlame- 
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worthy,  who  labour  to  adorn  their  Bodies, 
while  the  Mind  lies  wafte  and  wild :  What 
Hopes  can  they  have  to  gain  Admiration  ? 
The  Mind  is  the  Principle  of  Life  and  Mo- 
tion ,  and  is  to  give  true  Grace  and  Orna- 
ment to  all  their  Actions.  How  fhocking 
does  a  Body  look  with  all  the  Advantages  of 
Drefs,  when  the  Soul  is  incultivated  and  un- 
improv'd  ?  Nay,  Beauty  itfelf,  tho'  much 
more  amiable  and  charming  than  Drefs,  re- 
ceives a  good  part  of  its  Graces  from  the 
Mind.  Let  a  Body  be  fram'd  ever  fo  fine 
and  handfome  by  Nature  ,  if  the  Mind  be 
weak  or  filly,  the  firffc  Motive  ftiews  it,  ^nd 
as  foon  as  it  is  feen  ,  it  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing admir'd ,  that  a  fine  Statue  pleafes  as 
much ,  or  rather  more ;  (bra  fine  Statue 
pleafes  always  ,  a  fine  fooliih  Woman  no 
longer  than  me  is  like  a  Statue,  dumb  j  when 
flie  fpeaks  fh.e  turns  to  an  aukward  irregular 
Figure,  and  lofes  her  Comelinefs  immediately. 
This  proves  from  whence  that  Beauty  of  all 
exterior  Gefture  and  A£tion  proceeds,  from 
the  Mind  ,  which  being  in  itfelf  accom- 
plifh'd  inwardly,  fo  governs  and  directs  the 
outward  Carriage  and  Behaviour  of  the  Bo- 
dy, as  to  make  it  handfome  and  becoming. 
This  Reflection  fiiou'd,  methinks,  be  fuffi- 
cientof  itfelf  to  put  all  fuch  asdefire  Favour 
and  x-\cceptance ,  upon  cultivating  and  im- 
proving the  Mind ,  which  would  heighten 
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all  the  Advantages  of  the  Body,  and  brighten 
their  very  Beauty.  It  wou'd  better  anfwer 
the  Ends  they  propofe  to  themfelves  by  Dreft, 
than  any  other  Ornaments,  how  modeft, 
how  coftly  foever.  The  Heart  of  Man  is  of 
itfelf  invifible,  fo  is  God  who  a£ts  all  *  there 
is  nothing  difcovers  itfelf  fooner  than  the 
Heart,  as  hidden  as  it  is,  wherefore  no  Pains 
fliou'd  be  thought  too  much  to  let  it  appear 
well.  As  it  is  the  mighty  Spring  that  com- 
municates Life  and  Motion  to  all  the  reft, 
fo  it  is  the  Source  of  all  beautiful  and  grace- 
ful A£Hons  *  and  as  it  is  pure-  or  impure,  the 
Streams  that  flow  from  it  will  partake  of 
its  Corruptions  or  Cleannefs.  How  to  im- 
prove the  Mind  has  been  fpoken  of  already  > 
every  thing  that  drives  Levity  and  Vanity 
from  it,  helps  to  its  Improvement  j  every 
thing  that  fills  it  with  them,  adds  to  its 
Corruption,  and  fhou'd  be  avoided.  Peo- 
ple come  to  obtain  good  Qualities  of  the 
Mind,  as  they  come  by  feveral  Habits  of  the 
#  Body,  by  Ufe  and  Cuftom.  Thofe  that  de- 
light in  Reading ,  in  Praying  and  Medita- 
tion ,  will  take  no  more  Delight  in  Drels 
than  ferves  to  keep  them  from  giving  Of- 
fence :  They  will  find  enough  in  the  Heart 
not  to  make  them  in  love  with  themfelves  > 
and  then  they  will  not  be  fo  apt  to  flatter 
themfelves,  that  others  will  be  in  love  with 
them  j  nor  labour  much  to  effeft  it.  They 
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will  be  more  defirous  of  the  Efteem  of  wife 
and  good  Men,  and  that  they  know  is  not 
to  be  obtained  by  Shew  and  Expence.  A 
fure  way  to  drive  fuch  vain  Thoughts  out 
of  their  Heads,  is  to  ulethemfelves  to  think 
of  the  Dignity  of  their  Being,  of  the  Du- 
ties they  were  born  to  perform ,  and  their 
Capacity  to  perform  them  they  will  per- 
ceive they  have  Power  and  Faculties  diffe- 
rent from,  and  fuperior  to,  thofe  of  other 
Creatures  5  that  they  can  call  to  mind  things 
paft,  can  confider  things  prefent,  and  com- 
pare them  one  with  another,  know  their 
Difference,  and  determine  what  to  do  in 
time  to  come  ,5  they  can  inquire  into  their 
own  Original,  and  find  their  Species  has  not 
been  from  all  Eternity,  but  was  in  time  crea- 
ted by  a  Being  exifting  neceflarily  itfelf,  and 
voluntarily  producing  all  things  elfe.  They 
find  this  powerful  Being  has  created  them 
with  fo  many  Wants,  that  they  mult  needs 
depend  upon  him  for  Supply,  which  brings 
them  by  Neceffity  to  worfhip  him  by  Prayer  j 
yet  has  he  crown'd  them  with  fo  many  Blef- 
lihgSj  and  good  things,  that  natural  Grati- 
tude excite  them  to  return  him  Praife.  This 
will  unavoidably  make  them  religious  $  Reli- 
gion will  as  unavoidably  make  them  defpife 
the  Pomps  and  Vanities  of  this  frail  Life } 
and  when  once  their  Hopes  are  in  Heaven, 
they  will  not  diiturb  their  pious  and  pleafant 
Vol  I.  G  Medita- 
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Meditations  with  Cares  of  rich  and  gay  Ap- 
parel :  They  fee  evidently  God  made  them 
for  more  fublime  Offices,  that  he  has  given 
them  Abilities  and  Powers  to  worlhip  and 
ferve  him ,  and  they  will  not  fpend  their 
Lives  in  ferving  themfelves,  their  Pride  and 
Pleafure.  Such  Reflections  as  thefe  will  in- 
duce them  to  ftrive  with  all  their  Might  to 
obtain  that  Purity  of  Heart,  which  is  fo 
lovely  in  the  Eyes  of  God  and  Man  >  and  in 
this  Labour  will  the  Glad  employ  all  that 
Time  which  the  Light  and  Vain  confume 
on  Drefs  3  they  will  be  convinc'd  that  it  is 
the  moft  jut!  and  reafonable  thing  in  the 
World,  that  God  who  has  been  fo  benefi- 
cent and  good  to  them  as  to  make  them 
what  they  are,  and  to  give  them  what  they 
have ,  and  is  fo  powerful  as  to  flipply  them 
with  what  they  ask  and  want,  Ihould  be 
worfhipp'd,  honoured  and  rever'd  ;  and  find- 
ing that  no  part  of  the  Creation  is  capable 
befides  Mankind  of  paying  him  this  Wor- 
fhip  ,  and  religious  Honour  and  Service , 
they  cannot  help  concluding  that  it  lies  on 
them  to  do  it,  and  that  it  is  one,  and  a 
mighty  End  of  their  Creation. 

'Tis  probable,  worldly  Minds  will  not  be 
delighted  with  thefe  Speculations  ,  they 
wou'd  rather  have  Matter  to  feed  than  to 
correct  their  Vanity  >  they  want  Novelty  e- 
ycn  in  Leflbns  that  are  intended  to  give  a 
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Check  to  their  Impatience  after  it :  Andthefe 
ferious  Confiderations  will  not  be  fo  agreea- 
ble to  them  as  Inftru&ions  which  are  gay 
and  gallant,  defign'd  to  form  their  Manners 
for  this  World  more  than  for  the  next.  But 
my  Intentions  being  to  endeavour,  as  much 
as  in  me  lies,  after  a  Reformation  in  Morals, 
only  to  prepare  their  Minds  for  that  Grace 
which  is  eternal;  I  cannot  out  of  Compla- 
cency to  the  Weaknefles  of  Nature  humour 
them  in  their  Follies,  nor  inftrudfc  any  other 
way  than  as  I  am  my  felt  guided,  by  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  good  Dodtrine  of  thole 
that  preach  them.    By  ufing  our  felves  to 
contemplate  our  Creation  ,  and  the  Creati- 
on of  all  the  wonderful  Works  that  we  be- 
hold around  us,  our  Souls  will  be  fill'd  with 
the  Knowledge  and  Belief  of  God,  and  con- 
vinc'd  of  the  Duty  of  adoring  him.  We  fee 
fo  much  Beauty  and  Excellence  in  every 
thing  lie  has  created,that  we  muft  have  a  Con- 
tempt for  whatever  is  not  immediately  of  the 
Hand  of  the  great  Author  of  Nature.  Such 
Thoughts  will  lead  us  to  the  Study  and  Pra- 
ctice of  Vertue,  which  will  render  us  more 
agreeable  to  our  felves  and  the  World,  than 
the  Fopperies  of  Air  or  Drefs,  by  which 
Fools  endeavour  to  get  Diltinction.  With- 
out Virtue  there  can  be  no  Religion,  'tis  the 
Foundation  of  it :    And  when  we  confider 
God  in  all  his  Excellencies,  we  find  him  in 
G  z  himfclf 
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himfclf  Eternal  and  Omnipotent,  All-wife, 
and  Pure  and  Holy  }  with  refpeCt  to  us,  as  all 
his  Creatures,  Juit  and  Righteous,  Merci- 
ful and  Good  :  Thefe  are  the  adorable  Per- 
fections we  find  in  this  molt  perfect  Being  f 
and  thence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  nea- 
rer we  approach  to  thefe  Perfections,  the 
more  perfect  Creatures  we  our  felves  are, 
and  the  more  lov'd  and  valu'd  by  the  Crea- 
tor. This  will  naturally  make  us  in  Love 
with  thole  Virtues  which  lead  us  to  that  De- 
gree of  Perfection  to  which  we  afpire :  'Twill 
raife  in  us  a  Defire  of  being  as  excellent  as 
our  Nature  is  capable  of,  and  rendring  our 
felves  molt  acceptable  to  God,  the  Rewar- 
der  of  fuch  as  endeavour  to  be  like  him. 
This  will  excite  us  to  be  pure,  holy,  chafte 
and  clean,  to  preferve  our  felves  fpotlefs  and 
undefiFd^  becaufe  we  know  this  SanCtity 
and  Innocence  are  a  great  Perfection  to  our 
Nature ,  and  maintains  the  Dignity  of  it  f 
whereas  Pollution  and  Impurity  degrade  and 
fink  us  below  our  felves,  letting  us  on  a  Le- 
vel with  the  Bealts  that  are  void  of  Under- 
ihmding.  We  know  likewife  this  Virtue  is 
altogether  heavenly,  and  of  the  fweeteit  O- 
dour  before  God  3  that  it  will  be  recom- 
pene'd  by  him  with  the  molt  pure  and  un- 
difturb'd  Pleafures  in  Heaven,  the  Seat  of 
Holinefs.  This  will  initigate  us  to  be  jult 
and  righteous  to  one  another  in  all  our  Deal- 
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ings,  as  our  God  is  righteous  and  juft  5  and 
to  manage  our  felves  with  that  Fairnefs,  that 
Humanity  in  all  things,  that  we  never  re- 
proach our  own  Conferences  with  having 
done  to  others  what  we  would-  not  have  had 
them  do  to  us.  We  muft  not  fet  up  our 
private  Will  and  Humour  inftead  of  the  e- 
verlafting  Rule  of  Righteoufnefs,  nor  ftudy 
our  Convenience  and Pleafure  only,  without 
having  any  Regard  to  the  Convenience  and 
Pleafure  of  others. 

There  is  indeed  nothing  more  natural  , 
than  that  every  one  fhou'd  confult  his  own 
Benefit  and  Eafe  in  the  firft  Place  5  but  be- 
caufe  what  belongs  to  every  one  is  really  no 
Privilege  to  any  one,  every  one  muft  depart 
from  his  natural  Right  in  Tome  Cafes-,  and 
fubmit  to  Rules  that  are  unexceptionable 
and  impartial,  and  favour  all  the  World  a- 
ke.  The  beft  Rule  of  Reafon  and  Religi- 
n  is  To  do  as  we  woWd  be  done  by :  No  bo- 
dy can  efcape  feeing  the  Reafonablenefs  of 
this  Rule,  and  the  Neceffity  of  obferving  it 
to  the  Security  of  our  Being ,  and  all  we 
poflefs :  The  clofer  we  keep  to  it,  the  better 
and  more  perfeft  we  are  in  our  felves,  and  the 
more  ufeful  to  others.  It  gives  Pre-eminence 
above  all  that  negle&  it,  and  as  it  likens 
us  to  God  himfelf,  fo  nothing  will  render 
us  more  acceptable  to  him  than  Righteoui- 
nefs  and  Juftice.  ThefeRefledions  will  ba* 

G  3  nifti- 
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niih  from  our  Minds  all  bafe  and  felfiih 
Principles,  they  will  enlarge  our  Souls,  and 
make  us  look  on  thofe  narrow  and  ungene- 
rous A6tions  which  center  all  in  our  felves 
with  Difdain.    This  Rectitude  of  Soul, 
which-  is  of  the  Divine  Effence,   will  keep 
us  from  offending  and  injuring  others  -y  and 
if  we  give  no  Offence  'tis  the  fureft  way  to 
prevent  receiving  any.    There  is  hardly  a 
Chriftian  Virtue  which  has  not  its  Reward 
in  this  Life ,   and  did  our  Works  end  with 
us,  it  wou'd  be  both  for  our  Intereft  and  Plea- 
Hire  that  they  fhou'd  be  good.  Howfweet 
is  that  Benignity  of  Mind  which  excites  to 
Charity  ?   Pity  is  an  Excellence,  and  great 
Perfeftion  of  our  Nature,  and  the  doing 
good  to  thofe  that  ftand  in  need  of  our  Af- 
iiftance :  To  pardon  Affronts  and  Injuries, 
to  feed  the  Hungry,   to  cloath  the  Naked, 
to  vHk  the  Sick  and  Imprifon'd  ,   to  conw 
fort  the  Diftrefs'd,  to  protect  the  Weak  ana 
Innocent,  to  right  the  Injur'd  and  Opprefs'd, 
naturally  gives  Men  an  uncontroul'd  in- 
difputable  Power  and  Superiority.    The  Be- 
nefa&or  will  be  always  uppermoft  in  the 
Praife,  Honour,  and  Efteem  of  all  that  fee 
and  know,  as  well  as  of  all  that  feel  his 
Goodnefs.   Thefe  Confiderations  are  howe- 
ver mean  in  Companion  of  that  which  ought 
to  be  our  ftrongeft  Motive  for  doing  Good ; 
that  by  fo  doing  we  refemble  molt  our  hea- 
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venly  Father,  the  Giver  of  all  good  things, 
who  bellows  his  Favours  and  Bleflings  on 
Men  with  this  Defign,  that  they  fhoird  al- 
io favour  and  be  kind  to  one  another ,  and 
be  themfelvesa  Blefling  to  their  Generation. 
What  Promifes  of  Reward  have  we  from 
him,  if  we  prefer  the  being  like  to  him* 
and  doing  all  the  good  we  can,  to  any  lit- 
tle private  Intereii  and  Advantage  of  om 
own  ? 

Thefe  Reflexions  on  Virtue  are  far  from 
being  a  Digreffion  from  our  Subject.  If  we 
can  eftablifh  this  of  Goodnefs  in  the  Minds 
of  Men^  if  we  can  bring  them  to  be  in  love 
with  Afts  of  Charity ,  we  ihall  eafily  per- 
fuade  them,  not  to  be  fofond  of  themfelvcs 
as  to  forget  others  >  not  to  lay  out  their 
whole  Souls  in  ftudying  how  to  decorate 
their  Perfons,  and  negle£t  the  pleafant  Du- 
ties of  Mercy  and  Kindnefs  :  When  the 
"Mind  is  well  furnilh'd  and  adorn'd,  it  will 
have  a  Contempt  for  the  Ornaments  of  the 
Body*  and  next  to  Religion  and  Virtue, 
Wifdom  and  Difcretion  are  the  molt  amia- 
ble and  dellrable  Graces  of  the  Soul. 

By  Difcretion  and  Wifdom  is  to  be  under- 
Itood,  not  only  the  Knowledge  of  Virtue 
and  Religion,  which  are  always  imply'd  in 
them,  but  alio  an  Ability,  of  behaving  ones 
felf  prudently  and  decently  on  all  Occafions 
towards  all  People.  It  is  poflible  to  be  both 
G  4  Righ- 
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Righteous  and  Virtuous  without  Difcreti- 
on  3  but  neither  Virtue  nor  Religion  are 
credited  or  promoted  by  thofe  that  are  fo  : 
They  are  good  to  themfelves,  but  their 
Good  is  not  at  all  edifying,  but  rather  hurt- 
ful :  The  Extravagance  of  their  Zeal,  the 
indifcreet  Management  of  their  Devotion, 
the  Indecency  of  their  unufual  Way  and  Ge- 
ihire,  are  fo  far  from  inviting  to  Religion, 
that  they  rather  excite  Pity  in  the  Wife  and 
Good,  and  Scorn  in  the  Light  and  Profane  > 
whereas  a  fober,  unaflfc&ed,  and  difcreet 
Deportment,  both  of  Mein  and  Voice,  in 
the  publick  W orlhip  of  God ,  is  not  only 
handfome  and  becoming  in  it  felf,  but  docs 
infenfibly  provoke  the  Zeal  of  others  :  This 
difcreet  and  fober  Deportment  is  inconfiltent 
with  gaudy  and  wanton  Drefs.  How  ri- 
diculous is  it  to  fee  a  Lady  bare  to  her 
Brealts,  affe&ing  an  Air  of  Devotion,  and 
fnatching  the  affeftionate  Glances  of  her' 
Eyes,  from  her  Lover  or  Gallant,  to  turn 
them  up  to  Heaven?  If  we  examined  curi- 
oufly  the  Looks  and  Behaviour  of  fuch  as 
attend  Divine  Worlhip,  what  Caufe  fhall 
we  have  to  lament  the  Decay  of  true  Chri- 
ftian  Piety  ?  We  fhall  find  fome  fo  far  over- 
acting their  Parts ,  that  we  have  reafon  to 
think ,  they  are  like  the  hir'd  Mourners  of 
ancient  and  modern  Times,  who  tho'  they 
wept  moll  at  Funerals,  were  ilill  the  Per- 
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fons  that  were  leaft  affli£ted :  Others  on  the 
contrary  carry  themfelves  with  fo  much  Neg^ 
ligence,  that  one  fees  plainly,  their  Worfhip 
is  as  much  a  Fafhion  with  them  as  their  Drefs  : 
The  Bows,  the  Cringes,  the  Laughs,  the 
Fleers,  all  at  the  fame  time  that  they  pray  to 
God  to  be  in  the  midit  of  them,  and  profefs  to 
be  adoring  theAlmighty  in  hisimmediate  moll: 
holy  Prefence,  has  fomething  fo  wicked  and 
fo  dreadful  in  it,  that  'tis  amazing  that  Chri- 
ftians  fhou'd  not  better  know,  what  is  De- 
cency and  what  is  Duty  >  I  queftion  whe- 
ther the  Pagan  Temples  were  ever  defil'd 
with  fo  much  Levity.  And  this  Error,  as 
fcandalous  and  crying  as  it  is,-  is  grown  fo 
common^  that  if  there  is  no  other  Reftraint 
put  upon  it  than  the  Fear  of  eternal  Punifh- 
ment,  'tis  to  be  fear'd  that  Example  will  Itill 
prevail  over  Precept. 

Many  are  the  Virtues  which  lofe  much  of" 
their  Power  and  Efficacy^  for  want  of  pru- 
dent and  difereet  Conduct.  Jultice  may  ceafe 
to  be  refpe&ed ,  when  one  fees  a  Criminal < 
barbaroufly  treated  by  either  Judge  or  Coun^ 
oil,  or  condemn'd  with  unfeafonable  Sar- 
cafm,  and  in  a~Vein  of  Lightnefs,  tho'  his 
Sentence  and  Punifhrnent  are  jult.  Juftice 
thus  adminifter'd,  will  have  quite  other  Ef* 
feds  on  the  Mind  of  the  Spe&ators,  than 
it  wou'd  if  they  faw  fuch  Gravity,  fach 
Galmnefs,  .and  becoming  Evennefs  of  Tern- 
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per,  as  wou'd  fhew  neither  Difpleafure  at 
the  Offender's  Perfon,  norUnconcernednels 
at  his  Offence  5  but  a  due  Mixture  of  Zeal 
for  the  Security  of  Laws  and  Government, 
and  of  Humanity  and  Pity  for  the  Mifera- 
ble.  'Tis  the  Bufinefs  of  Difcretion  to  at- 
tain ones  End,  by  Means  not  only  juft  and 
righteous  in  themfelves,  but  alfo  well-ap- 
prov'd  of ,  and  beft  lik'd  by  others ,  to  do 
what  fhou'd  and  muft  be  done,  but  in  the 
molt  decent  and  mod  acceptable  manner. 

Clemency  and  Levity  may  be  fo  indis- 
creetly exercifed  to  fome  Delinquents,  with 
xefpe<5t  to  the  Manner,  and  fo  unfeafonably, 
with  refpeft  to  Time  and  Opportunity,  that 
it  fhall  rather  feem  a  Difregard  to  Juftice, 
than  an  Effe£t  of  Mercy  and  Companion. 
Tho-  Nature  ftrongly  inclines  to  pity,  yet 
when  it  is  not  exercis'd  in  a  proper  Objed, 
•it  miffes  its  Effeft  upon  Men's  Minds,  and 
is  neither  approv'd  nor  prais'd.  The  parti- 
al Diftribution  of  Juftice  being  downright 
Sin,  and  its  Punifhment  Damnation,  is  not 
to  be  reckoned  among  indifcreet,  but  among 
wicked  A6ts.  When  what  is  Merit  at  one 
time  fhiall  be  Criminal  at  another  5  when 
Offences  againft  certain  Perfons  are  taken 
fevere  Cognizance  of,  and  againft  others  en- 
courag'd  and  rewarded  5  when  for  the  In- 
terefts  or  Paflions  of  Men  in  Power,  Men 
out  of  it  are  perfecuted  and  opprefs'd  }  this 
%  is 
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is  a  Crime  of  the  blacked  dye,  and  there 
can  be  no  Virtue  dwell  in  Minds  that  are 
capable  of  it :  No  Ornament  will  become 
fuch  Souls  ,  no  Splendor  render  their  Per- 
fons  amiable,  no  Dignity  obtain  them  Re- 
verence 5  their  Cunning  is  fo  far  from  beings 
Difcreet  or  Prudent,  that  it  is  of  the  fame 
Kind,  and  will  have  the  fame  End,,  with. 
Hypocrify  and  Deceit. 

If  Difcretion  gives  fo  great  Advantage  to 
Religion  and  Virtue,  which  can  bear  them- 
felves  out  without  it,  'tis  certainly  neceftaiy 
in  Mattel's  of  lefs  moment :  It  adorns  and 
guides  Converfation ,  it  gives  Grace  to  all 
we  fay  or  do,  and  is  to  be  negle£fced  in  no- 
thing :  It  is  hard  to  tell  how  'tis  to  be  ac- 
quir'd  >  yet  the  want  of  it  is  fenfibly  to  be 
difcern'd,  and  appears  in  all  the  Follies  and 
Abfurdities  that  People  commit.  It  is  a 
Dexterity  and  Ability  of  behaving  ones  felf 
prudently  and  decently ,  and  fo  very  ufeful 
and  graceful,  that  it  ought  to  be  one  of  our 
principal  Studies  >  every  one  being  the  bet- 
ter for  it  themfelves,  and  the  more  fervice- 
able  to  others.  It  is  perhaps  defin'd  to  us 
in  part  by  the  wife  Solo?non ,  when  he  tells 
us,  There  is  to  every  thing  a  Sea/on  ^  and1  a 
time  to  every  Purpofe  under  Heaven,  a  timz 
to  break  downy  and  a  time  to  build  up\  atim? 
to  iveepy  and  a  time  to  laugh  y  a  time  ta  get^ 
.and  a  time  to  lofe  >  a  time  ta  keep^  and  a  time 
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to  caft  away  -y  a  time  to  keep  filence^  and  a  time 
to  [peak.  That  is,  there  is  a  Seafon  and  Time 
fo  proper  and  convenient  for  all  Purpofes, 
that  they  who  obferve  it  not,  will  infallibly 
fall  into  great  Abfurdities,  and  commit  a 
world  of  Errors  and  Indecencies.  On'the 
contrary,  they  who  do  obferve  thefe  proper 
Times,  fhallfhewthemfelves  to  be  wife  and 
confiderate,  effe£t  their  Purpofes  much  bet- 
ter, and  live  in  more  Efteem.  Regard  to 
Time  is  undoubtedly  a  neceflary  part  of  Dis- 
cretion y  but  to  that  muft  alfo  be  joyn'd,  a  due 
Regard  to  Age  and  Place,  Perfon  and  Qua- 
lity, both  with  refpe£t  to  our  felves  and 
others,  which  reduces  the  general  Rule  of 
Difcretion  to  the  Article  of  Drefs,  and  has 
been  already  enlarg'd  upon.  But  we  do  not 
confine  our  felves  t&  it ;  it  being  of  fo  abfo- 
lute  Neceflity  in  all  the  Parts  of  Life,  'twou'd 
be  abfur'd  to  negle£t  it  for  the  fake  of  one  > 
and  where-ever  we  introduce  our  Reflexions 
on  any  Virtue  or  Vice,  it  cannot  be  imperti- 
nent if  it  tends  to  Improvement. 

The  more  general  and  extenflve  our  Con-, 
lideration  and  Obfervation  of  thefe  things  are, 
the  likelier  is  our  Conduct  to  be  prudent 
and  difcreet  \  the  lefs  Offence  fhall  we  give, 
and  be  guilty  of  the  fewer  Abfurdities  5  the 
more  decent,  the  more  ufeful  will  our  Con- 
rerfation  and  Behaviour  be,  I  have  infilled 
the  more  on  this,  becaufe 'tis  probable,  that 

more 
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more  domeftick  Evils  arife  from  Waftt  of  Dis- 
cretion, than  want  of  either  Virtue  or  Re- 
ligion >  and  therefore  in  Ihewing  how  the 
Mind  was  to  be  adorn'd,  I  cou'd  not  avoid 
adding  Wifdom  and  Difcretion  to  Religi- 
on and  Virtue :  For  fince  the  Precept  en- 
joyns,  that  Chriftian  Women  fhou'd  be  good 
Wives ,  as  well  as  virtuous  and  religious , 
and  it  is  their  Duty  to  be  one  as  well  as  the 
other*  it  muft  needs  be  neceflary  for  them 
to  provide  fuch  Qualities  ,  as  are  requifite 
to  the  difcharging  the  Duty  next  to  Religi- 
on and  Virtue :  Wherefore  fince  without  a 
competent  Share  of  Prudence  and  Difcreti- 
on, it  is  not  poflible  to  be  either  good 
Wives,  or  good  Mothers,  or  good  Miitref- 
fes  of  Families,  it  is  to  be  no  little  part  of 
their  Concern  to  get  as  much  of  Difcretion 
and  Prudence  as  they  can :  And  when  they 
are  furnifh'd  with  thefe  excellent  Qualities, 
they  will  want  no  Leflbns  againft  Vanity  of 
Behaviour  or  Drefs  y  they  will  make  De- 
cency their  Rule  in  both,  and  never  fall  in- 
to Extravagance  or  Impertinence. 

There  remains  ftill  to  confider,  that  the 
Ornaments  of  the  Mind  enjoyn'd  by  the  A- 
poftle,  is  to  be  in  that  'which  is  not  corrupti- 
ble. Whatever  we  can  poflibly  adorn  the 
Body  with  is  corruptible ,  and  wears  away 
with  time  5  all  the  Beauty  and  Comelinefs  it 
gives  is  ihort  and  perifhing.  Sometimes  it 
*     ~  hap- 
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happens,  that  thefe  coftly  Ornaments  and 
gay  Attire,  are  fo  far  from  adding  any  Beau- 
ty and  Grace  to  the  Parties,  that  they  are 
rather  to  their  Difadvantage,  expofe  them 
to  Derifion,  and  deceive  none  but  them- 
felves.  But  granting  they  obtain  their  End, 
and  render  them  as  lovely  as  they  wou'd  ap- 
pear, how  long  does  fuch  a  vain  Delufion 
laft,  and  what  is  the  ufe  of  being  fo  pleas'd  ? 
How  many  various  Accidents ,  how  many 
cruel  Difeafes,  in  a  little  time,  quite  dertroy 
this  Creature  of  the  Fancy?  Ifitfcape  thefe 
Hazards,  how  ftrangely  do  a  few  Years  dif- 
guife  the  faireft  Face  ?  One  cannot  too  of- 
ten put  the  Fair  in  mind  of  the  Folly  of 
priding  themfelves  in  Glories  which ,  like 
that  of  the  Lilly,  fo  foon  fade  and  die  away. 
Soufelefs,  fo  fantaftick,  fotranfient  a  thing 
as  Beauty ,  cannot  be  worth  the  Care,  and 
Pains,  and  Coft  that  People  are  at  about  it. 
The  Praife  and  Pleafure  of  it  while  it  lafts' 
is  inconfiderable  and  empty ,  and  when  'tis 
gone,  as  it  is  quickly  gone,  it  leaves  either 
Shame,  or  Grief,  or  both,  to  fuch  as  have 
over-rated  it  whilft  they  had  it,  and  valu'd 
themfelves  upon  that  weak  account  \  they 
are  punifh'd  in  fome  Proportion  to  the  vain 
Efteem  they  held  themfelves  in. 

But  the  Mind,  when  that  is  cultivated  and 
improved ,  anfwers  fufficiently  for  all  the 
Gare,  and  Time,  and  Pains,  that  are  be- 

•  ftow'd 
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flow'd  upon  it.  The  Ornaments  of  that  are 
fuch,  as  always  obtain  the  End  propos'd  by 
them:  They  always  reprefent  it  beauti- 
ful and  lovely  to  all  People :  It  does  not 
depend  upon  the  Humour  or  Fancy,  whe- 
ther Religion,  Virtue  and  Difcretion,  fhall 
find  Favour  and  Acceptance ,  for  they  will 
always  find  their  Force  irrefiftible*  while 
Mefn  h  ave  Reafon  and  Underftanding,  they 
cannot  help  approving  and  defiring  thefe  Ac- 
complifhments  of  the  Soul:  We  may  in 
this  cafe  truft  them  with  their  Pafiions  3  for 
tho'  their  own  Pra&ice  be  againft  them  , 
guided  by  their  inordinate  Defires,  yet  is 
their  fecret  Judgment  always  on  the  fide  of 
Religion,  Virtue  and  Difcretion  5  and  they 
always  like  them  in  others,  how  much  fo- 
ever  they  negle£t  them  in  themfelves.  The 
loofeft  People  in  the  World ,  wou'd  have 
their  Mothers,  their  Wives,  their  Daugh- 
ters ,  their  Sifters  and  all  their  Relations  y 
Religious,  Virtuous  and  Difcreet,  rather 
than  Beautiful  5  and  therefore  'tis  the  fetled 
Judgment  of  Mankind ,  that  thefe  are  the 
beft,  the  trueft  and  molt  lafting  Ornaments 
of  Women.  Indeed  when  Beauty  alfo  meets 
and  joyns  with  thefe  excellent  Qualities, 
they  give  a  natural  Luftre  to  each  other,  and 
fet  each  other  off  to  great  advantage :  Beau- 
ty adds  Grace  to  them,  and  they  prefent  the 
greateft  Beauty  yet  more  beautiful.  But  thefe 


1 3  6  Drefs. 

are  Ornamdnts  when  that  is  gone,  and  where 
it  never  was 5  thefe  are  incorruptible,  and 
laft  as  long  as  the  Mind  it  felf,  which  they 
adorn  and  beautifie  y  thefe  are  of  great  Ufe 
and  Service  j  thefe  deferve  the  greateft  Praife 
and  Honour,  and  thefe  will  Hand  them  in 
ftead  when  all  things  elfe  fail  them .  All 
Beauty  and  external  Ornaments  are  of  very 
little  Ufe  and  Service,  either  to  fuch  as  fiave 
them,  or  to  fuch  as  behold  them  3  whereas 
Religion,  Virtue  and  Difcretion,  are  of  ge- 
neral Ufe  and  Benefit  >  they  are  ferviceable 
to  every  one :  They  do  not  only  make  thofe 
who  poffefs  them  goodr  but  they  make  them 
do  good  to  all  that  are  concern'd,  or  have  to 
deal  with  them.  Beauty,  Wit,  Birth,  Qua- 
lity, and  fine  Attire  attract  the  Eyes  and  Ad- 
miration -y  but  'tis  another  fort  of  Admira- 
tion, which  is  raised  by  Virtue  and  Religi- 
on y  'tis  always  attended  with  Efteem  •  and 
fecret  Veneration,  the  other  with  Envy,  or 
perhaps  Contempt  :  For  if  Men  fee  we  are 
too  vain,  and  puft  up  with  Conceit  for  ei- 
ther Beauty,  Wit,  Birth,  Quality  or  fine 
Attircy  they  will  refufe  us  the  Superiority 
we  wou'd  ufurp,  and  look  with  Difdain  on 
what  we  expeft  they  fhou'd  admire.  The 
Admiration  rais'd  by  thofe  outward  Quali- 
ties ,  as  excellent  as  they  are  in  themfelves, 
is  only  a  tranfient  Wonder  y ,  fomething  that 
glitters  and  dazles  the  Eyes }  a  fine  Sight , 

which 
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which  works  on  the  Fancy  a  little,  and  then 
gives  way  to  other  Novelties,  that  ftill  oc- 
cafions  the  fame  Wonder:  But  the  Admi- 
ration rais'd  by  the  true  Ornaments  of  the 
Mind,  Religion,  Virtue  and  Difcretion,  is 
from  the  Contemplation  of  fome  great  and 
noble  Work  of  Nature,  which  by  its  Beau- 
ty and  its  Uiefulnefs  begets  Efteem  and  Like- 
ing  in  the  Mind  5  immediately  a  Liking  and 
Eiteem  that  continues  there,  and  are  exci- 
ted as  often  as  the  Objeft  or  Idea  of  it  rifes 
or  appears.  There  is  therefore  no  Compa- 
rifon  between  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Beauty  and 
the  Ornaments  of  the  Body,  and  thofe  good 
Qualities  and  Graces,  that  are  the  Orna- 
ments and  Beauties  of  the  Soul.  Nor  is  there 
any  Comparifon  between  the  Praifes,  Ho- 
nour and  Efteem,  that  all  good,  wife  and 
fober  People  give ,  and  have ,  for  virtuous 
and  religious  Women  5  and  that  fliort  Gaze 
and  Compliment  which  vain  and  idle  Spi- 
rits pay  to  Beauty  and  gay  Cloaths.  Favour , 
fays  one  that  knew,  is  deceitful,  and  Beauty 
is  vain,  but  a  JVorban  that  feareth  the  Lord, 
JJje  Jhall  be  praifed.  Favour  and  Beauty  have 
their  Praife,  vain  and  deceitful  as  they  are, 
beftow'd,  with  the  mifchievous  Purpofe  of 
enfnaring  and  corrupting ;  But  they  who 
fear  the  Lord  in  Wifdom  and  Virtue ,  are 
prais'd  in  earneft,  and  honour'd  and  eiteem'd 
with  all  Sincerity. 

There 
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There  can  be  no  Difficulty  therefore  in 
the  Choice  of  thefe  different  Ornaments  and 
Beauties  >  the  one  are  vain  and  ufelefs,  the 
other  folid  and  ferviceable  j  the  one  belov'd 
and  had  in  Veneration  by  all  good  People, 
the  other  valu'd  for  a  time  by  the  Young 
and  Giddy  j  the  one  will  ftand  thofe  that 
have  them  in  ftead,  when  the  other  fail  them 
and  are  gone.  The  Favour  and  Aife6tion 
which  are  only  built  upon  good  Features, 
Colour,  Shape,  Drefs  and  Ornament,  mult 
necefTarily  decay  and  die.  This  Affection 
depends  upon  Difeafes,  Accidents  and  Hu- 
mour for  its  Being.  Can  this  be  fufficient 
to  fecure  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  mar- 
ry'd  Women,  who  have  it  not  in  their  Pow- 
er to  fecure  themfelves  againfl:  Difeafes,  Ac- 
cidents, and  Change  of  Humour  ?  If  their 
Happinefs  confided  in  fuch  Affe&ion,  how 
precarious,  dependent,  and  uncertain  wou'd 
it  be  ?  Certain  it  is,  they  cannot  be  happy 
without  Affe£tion  and  Good-will,  which 
are  necefTary  to  make  them  eafy  and  conten- 
ted as  long  as  they  live ,  much  longer  than 
they  can  hold  their  Beauty  and  their  Come- 
linefs.  They  are  oblig'd  then  in  common 
Prudence,  to  fecure  the  Affe&ions  of  their 
Husbands,  by  adorning  themfelves  with  thofe 
good  Qualities,  that  will  render  them  for 
ever  acceptable  to  wife  and  fober  Men,  even 
when  the  Ruins  of  their  Beauty  are  defac'd. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Qualities  are  Godlinefs,  Virtue  and 
Difcretion  wherever  they  appear  there  will 
be  no  want  of  any  thing  elfe,  or  if  there  be, 
thefe  will  excufe  it  or  fupply  it.  Where 
Men  difcern  a  good  Senfe  of  Religion  prevail- 
ing in  their  Minds,  and  influencing  them 
to  the  Exercife  of  all  the  Virtues  that  are 
proper  to  them,  according  to  their  Oppor- 
tunities and  Abilities  5  where  they  fee  them 
manage  their  Affairs  with  Care,  Wifdom 
and  Difcretion,  and  difcharge  the  Duties  of 
every  Relation ,  whether  Mother,  Wife, 
or  Miftrefs  of  a  Family,  with  Diligence  and 
Prudence,  they  will  defpife  the  Entertain- 
ments of  a  light  and  idle  Imagination  >  they 
will  fee  no  want  of  Beauty  in  the  Body, 
where  the  Soul  fhines  out  with  fo  much 
Luftre  >  the  Accomplifliments  of  the  Mind 
will  fo  charm  them,  that  they  will  be  blind 
to  all  other  Imperfections  >  they  will  find  the 
Ufe  and  Pleafare  of  the  excellent  Qualities  of 
the  Soul  in  every  Adtion  of  their  Lives  >  it 
will  be  a  Comfort  to  them  in  Affli&ion,  and  a 
Joy  in  Profperitys  'twill  give  Grace  and 
Comelinefs  throughout ,  hide  every  native 
Blemifh ,  and  what  is  infinitely  more  than 
rendering  them  amiable  in  the  Eyes  of  Men, 
it  will  give  them  Grace  and  Favour  in  the 
Sight  of  God,  which  is  to  be  their  princi- 
pal Aim.  For  what  wou'd  it  avail  them  to 
be  amiable  to  all  the  World,  if  under  God's 

Dif- 
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Difpleafure?  To  be  in  favour  with  God  is 
the  fureft  way  to  be  in  favour  with  Man : 
Good-Willisone  of  theBleflings  hefhow'rs 
down  on  his  Favourites,  and  there  is  no 
Means  of  obtaining  that  Felicity  but  by  Re- 
ligion and  Virtue. 

One  wou'd  think  by  the  Conduct  of  the 
modifti  Ladies,  that  they  flatter'd  themfelves 
with  a  Belief  of  being  what  the  Folly  of 
fond  Men  call  them ,  Goddeffesy  and  their 
Being  and  Beauty  immortal ,  that  Sickne£ 
and  Death  durft  not  approach  them>  but 
the  time  will  come,  and  perhaps  fhortly  too, 
when  they  who  have  mifpent  their  Life  in 
thefe  or  other  idle  and  unprofitable  Exer- 
cifes,  tho'  not  dire&ly  finful,  when  they 
who  have  neglected  to  improve  their  better 
part,  to  drefs  up  and  adorn  their  Souls ,  to 
cloath  themfelves  with  Virtues  and  good 
Works,  fhall  fee  their  Crime,  and  how  na- 
ked and  defencelefs  they  fhall  ftand  before 
the  Throne  of  God,  where  they  are  to 
give  an  Account  how  they  have  pafs'd  their 
Lives  in  this  World :  They  who  have  been 
virtuous  and  holy ,  conftant  and  fervent  in 
their  Prayers  and  Praifes ,  frequent  in  read- 
ing of  the  Scriptures  and  other  good  Books, 
in  meditating  on  the  Promifes  and  Threats 
they  find  in  them,  and  who  have  all  along 
been  careful  to  be  rich  in  good  Works*  bu- 
fled  in  the  Exercife  of  Virtue,  and  conftant- 
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ly  doing  the  feveral  Duties  oF  their  Life^ 
fhall  find  the  Advantage  of  having  thus  im- 
proved their  Time,  their  Talents,  and  Abi- 
lities j  they  fliall  fee  that  this  was  trimming 
of  their  Lamps,  and  living  in  aReadinels  and 
Expectation  of  the  Bridegroom's  calling 
them  j  that  this  was  the  adorning  of  the  kid- 
den  Man  of  the  Heart,  which  was  not  corrup- 
tible ,  and  is  in  the  Sight  of  God  of  great 
Price. 

If  a  Chriftian  Woman  wou'd  demand  of 
her  own  Confcience,  whenfhe  is  confuming 
Hours  at  her  Glafs,  and  contriving  how  to 
prepare  herfelf  for  the  unchafte  Glances  of 
wanton  Spectators  :  Is  this  the  Trimming 
which  the  wife  Virgins  adorn'd  themfelves 
with  ?  Shou'd  I  meet  the  heavenly  Bride- 
groom in  thefe  Garments,  fo  difpos'd  to 
tempt  and  to  be  tempted ,  ihou'd  I  not  be 
condemn'd  wTith  the  fooliih  Virgins?  And 
what  is  that  Condemnation  but  eternal  Tor- 
ment? She  wou'd  furely  fhorten  the  Time 
ihe  fet  apart  for  Vanity,  and  giv.e  more  to 
the  adorning  her  Soul  with  Ornaments  of 
Religion  and  Virtue  ,  and  efpecially  with 
that  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit,  which  the 
Apoftle  tells  is  moll  becoming  and  precious 
in  the  Sight  of  God.  By  this  meek  and  quiet 
Spirit  is  to  be  underftood  a  foft  and  gentle 
Temper,  a  peaceful,  calm  and  patient  Mind, 
oppos'd  to  Anger,  Pride  and  Fiercenefs, 

Noifi- 
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Noifinefs,  Impatience,  and  a  reftlefs  Dif- 
content.  This  kind  of  Temper  is  the  grea- 
teft  Happinefs  that  can  befal  any  one  ,  ma- 
Icing  them  eafy  to  themfelves,  and  to  all  a- 
bout  them.  Molt  of  the  Troubles  and  Mif- 
fortunes  of  Life  are  more  or  lefs  uneafie  and 
afflicting,  as  their  Minds  are  more  or  left  pre- 
pared to  entertain  them.  Thus  we  fee  the  fame 
Evil  that  opprefles  and  overwhelms  one  Man, 
makes  very  little  Impreffions  upon  another; 
one  Man  grows  loud  and  paflionate  on  the 
leaft  Occafion,  a  Look  of  flight,  a  doubt- 
ful or  an  angry  Word,  fets  him  immediate- 
ly in  aFlam6,  while  another  bears  the  moft 
apparent  Infults,  and  heavieft  Injuries,  with 
great  Evennefs  and  Patience  >  one  Man  is 
calm  and  eafy  under  great  Lofles ,  wfcile  a- 
nother  ftorms  and  rages  at  little  reappoint- 
ments. A  meek  and  quiet  Spirit  therefore 
does  molt  evidently  give  the  Advantage  to 
fuch  as  have  it,  and  delivers  them  from  ma- 
ny Sufferings,  to  which  the  Fierce  and  An- 
gry, Hafty  and  Impatient,  are  fubje&.  This 
renders  it  the  moft  defirable  Temper  that 
can  be,  in  a  Life  that  is  the  Scene  of  fo 
much  certain  Mifery  and  Trouble. 

The  beft  Qualities  of  the  Mind  are  de- 
prav'd  and  corrupted  by  Cuftom  and  Fafhi- 
on.  Vapours  and  Spleen  are  now  afFefted 
as  much  as  Gaiety  and  Wit.  Ladies  are  a- 
iraid  of  being  thought  Fools  if  they  are  good- 

natur'd, 
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tiatur'd,  and  fancy  they  arc  never  fo  witty 
as  when  they  are  fplenetick,  and  out  of  hu- 
mour, with  every  thing  and  every  body  about 
them  y  they  feem  to  ftudy  the  Scriptures, 
to  aft  quite  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  them. 
Inftead  of  the  hidden  Ornaments  of  the 
Heart,  all  their  Thought  and  Care  is  to  fet 
themfelves  off  with  the  outward  Ornaments 
of  the  Body  y  inftead  of  a  meek  and  quiet 
Spirit ,  they  are  for  a  peevifh  and  froward 
one.  There  is  no  greater  Sign  that  Modes 
are  of  the  Devil's  Invention,  than  that  they 
are  generally  oppofite  to  the  Laws  of  God, 
and  that  almoft  all  Fafhions  have  a  tendency 
to  Evil,  whether  in  Drefs  or  Manners. 

It  may  be  objected  that  a  meek  and  quiet 
Spirit  is  not  a  thing  to  be  acquir'd,  but  the 
Gift  of  God ,  and  what  we  bring  into  the 
World  with  us,  if  we  have  it  at  all.  How 
then  can  we  be  exhorted  to  get  it,  fince  it 
is  not  to  be  got  by  us ,  but  to  be  born  with 
us?  Every  one  allows  it  to  be  very  defira- 
ble,  if  Nature  had  been  fo  gracious  to  him 
as  to  make  it  apart  of  their  Being.  It  mult 
be  acknowledg'd  that  the  Seeds  and  Prin- 
ciples of  all  our  Paffions  and  Humours  are 
born  with  us,  and  there  is  generally  a  Pre- 
dominancy of  fome  one  Humour,  that  from 
our  Infancy  bears  Sway  above  the  reft,  that 
fhews  itfelf  confpicuoufly ,  and  peculiarly 
marks  out  a  Man  fo  tempered.  'Tis  alfo  fure, 
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that  this  mechanical  Propenfity  of  Nature  , 
is  not  by  any  Care  or  Pains ,  by  any  Art  or 
Diligence,  to  be  quite  extinguiih'd,'  or  en- 
tirely chang'd  in  Education  j  there  will  be 
always  a  Byafs  to  that  Side,  as  all  Men  feel," 
but  'tis  as  fure  that  Care  and  Pains,  Art, 
Diligence  and  Time,  Cuftom,  and  good 
Confideration  will  go  a  very  great  way  to 
the  changing  and  corre&ing  any  Temper. 
U[e,  we  lay  with  Reafon  enough,  is  a  fecond 
Nature ,  and  we  fee  People  by  habituating 
themfelves  do  almoft  become  what  they  will  > 
wherefore  tho'  they  have  it  not  in  their  Power 
to  change  their  Tempers  entirely ,  yet  they 
always  have  it  in  their  Power  to  change 
them  as  far  as  they  are  required  to  do  it,  as 
far  as  he  enables  them  by  Reafon  and  Ufe  to 
prevent  all  the  mifchievous  Effe&s  that  flow 
from  them>  not  to  indulge  themfelves  in 
Frowardnefs ,  Peevilhnefs ,  or  fly  out  into 
Paffion  and  Rage,  but  always  to  have  a  Guard 
on  their  Spirit,  to  keep  it  quiet,  that  it 
may  be  in  the  Sight  of  God  of  great  Price. 
Men  and  Women  are  not  required  to  put  off 
their  natural  Temper,  and  put  on  a  new 
one  prefently ,  but  fo  to  govern  themfelves 
as  to  be  quiet  and  meek  on  all  Ofccafions* 
to  reftrain  themfelves  by  Reafon  and  Confi- 
deration from  falling  into  Bitternefs,  Impa- 
tience ,  Mutiny  and  Clamour ,  not  to  take 
Delight  in  teaming  and  vexing  one  another , 

nor 
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t  nor  ftudy  to  find  out  trivial  Occafions  of 
Quarrel  >  not  to  chide  their  Servants  for 
Trifles,  and  to  fhew  their  Authority,  but  to 
be  calm  in  all  things,  and  eafy  to  all. 

Many  are  the  crofs  perverfe  Accidents 
which  will  happen  in  the  courfe  of  their 
Lives,  many  Difappointments,  many  Provo- 
cations will  they  meet  with  ,  fevere  Tryals 
mult  they  go  through,  and  if  they  do  not  arm 
themfelves  again  ft  them,  with  a  patient  and 
prudent  Spirit ,  their  Sufferings  will  be  al- 
moil  doubled  on  their  Heads.  Now  they 
are  not  called  upon  to  be  infenfible  and  flu- 
pid  under  what  befalls  them,  but  fo  to  pre* 
pare  and  behave  themfelves,  that  they  may 
do  nothing  which  misbecomes  them,  in 
which  they  are  to  exercife  their  Re^fon  and 
beft  Abilities.  Thefe  are  the  Proofs  of  their 
Obedience,  Patience  and  Difcretion.  The 
Doctrine  of  Obedience  is  not  eafily  to  be 
taught ,  to  fuch  as  have  been  flatter'd  with 
the  fooliih  Adoration  of  thofe  ,  to  whom 
when  they  marry  they  vow  it :  Women 
Teem  to  look  upon  it  as  Words  of  Form,  and 
not  as  taken  out  of  the  Scripture  to  be  put 
into  the  Service  of  Matrimony :  Some  o- 
penlydifown  it,  others  refufe  to  pra&ife  it  5 
many  look  upon  it  as  an  Ufurpation,  and 

,many  more  treat  it  as  a  Jell  5  few  there  are 
that  regard  it  as  a  Command  ,  the  Breach 
*^f  which  is  a  Sin,   and  die  Puniihment  of 
Vol  L  11  all 
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all  Sin,  Death  eternal.  No  wonder  thofe 
that  will  not  obey  their  Husbands ,  are  fo 
impatient  under  the  leaft  Difobedience  or 
Negligence  of  Servants  and  Children,  that 
they  are  never  eafy  but  when  they  are  ex- 
erting their  Superiority  5  but  they  would  do 
well  to  confider,  that  Matters  are  feldom 
mended  with  them^  by  all  the  Noife  and 
Contention  that  is  rais'd  \  they  are  often 
madeworfe,  but  feldom  better  \  neither  the 
Folly  nor  Perverfenefs  of  Men  are  cur'd,  nor 
any  unlucky  Accidents  remedy'd,  by  Impa- 
tience and  Fury.  Things  which  of  them- 
felves  wou'd  have  done  but  little  Hurt,  do, 
by  indifcreet  and  halty  Management,  become 
the  Occafions  of  great  Mifchief.  Sometimes 
for  a  fmall  inconliderable  Matter  they  fall 
into  fuch  Excels  of  Anger  and  Diforder  , 
that  they  hazard  by  it  all  the  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  their  Lives,  even  the  Affe&ion  of 
their  Husbands,  of  which  they  ought  to  be 
moil  tender,  knowing  their  Happinefs  muft 
end  when  that  is  alienated  from  them.  The 
Mifchiefs  that  have  been  occafion'd  by  the 
Perverfenefs  and  Petulancy  of  fome  Wives 
arc  inconceivable  -y  it  has  run  fome  Husbands 
on  Excefs  of  Drinking,  to  drive*  as  they 
call  it,  their  Cares  aivay.  Foolifh  Men! 
their  Cares  return  with  double  Bitternefs, 
and  the  Potion  tho'  never  fo  often  repeated, 
no  longer  cures  than  it  drowns  them.  Or 
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ther  Husbands  are  put  upon  feeking  in  other 
Women  that  good  Nature  which  they  can- 
not find  in  their  Wives ,  and  by  a  criminal 
Paffion  dellroy  a  vexatious  one :  Some  grow 
to  Fury,  and  lofe  the  Rcfpeft  and  Tender- 
nels  due  to  the  Sex:  Others  deipife  the  Fol- 
ly of  thofe  Wives  that  cannot  be  quiet  them- 
felves,  and  therefore  will  let  no  body  elfe  be 
quiet  near  them  *  they  mind  not  their  ill 
Humours,  and  by  their  Contempt  add  Fuel 
to  the  Flame,  for  nothing  feeds  it  more  than 
to  fee  it  has  no  Effect.  How  often  have  Wo* 
men  wept  with  defpight,  that  their  Hui- 
bands  wou'd  not  be  angry  with  them?  Is 
this  termagant  Spirit  becoming  Chriitians  ? 
If  Si  meek  and  quiet  one  is  of  great  Price  m 
God's  Sights  what  mull  this  turbulent  and 
furious  one  be,  but  one  of  thofe  evil  things 
which  the  Lord  abhors,  and  which  he  will 
furcly  punifli  to  all  Eternity  ? 

Having  confider'd  thefe  things  fo  amply  , 
and  in  their  full  Extent ,  let  us  from  thefe 
Conliderations  proceed  to  others,  to  direct 
us  in  leading  a  devout  Life. 

Supprefs  all  vain  Complacency  in  looking 
in  the  Glafs  ,  all  unneceflary  Nicenefs  and 
Curiofity  >  if  you  perceive  fuch  vainThoughts 
Healing  upon  you,  turn  them  into  Praife, 
that  God  has  given  you  a  comely  Body,  de- 
lire  it  may  not  be  an  Occafion  of  Sin  in  your 
ielf  or  others.    If  you  are  lefs  beautiful,  be 

H  z  not 
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not  peeviili  or  repining;  take  Care  tofectire 
a  happy  Refurrection,  you  will  then  be  per- 
fe£fc  in  Body  and  Soul.  San&ifie  this,  and 
all  your  Actions  ,  with  holy  Ejaculations, 
that  all  may  be  to  the  Glory  of  God ,  and 
converted  from  common  to  religious  Ufes. 

Obferve  a  decent  Frugality,  the  better  to 
enable  you  for  A6ls  of  Chanty.  Let  your 
Behaviour  be  ftri&ly  modeft,  following  no 
Fafhion  inconfiftent  with  it. 

Whatever  has  been  faid,  that  all  Anions 
ihould  begin  with  an  adtual  Intention  of 
offering  it  up  to  God,  it  is  not  to  be  under- 
itood  to  be  fo  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  to 
omit  it  is  a  Sin  }  only  our  habitual  Intention 
ihouldbefor  his  Glory,  and  all  other  things 
be  coniider'd  as  conducive  to  a  fpiritual  Life. 

By  no  means  entangle  your  Confcience 
with  Difquiet  on  every  Omiffion  or  Forget- 
fulnefs,  which  the  Hurry  of  Bufmefs,  great 
Intenlcnefs  of  Study,  Conversion ,  &c. 
may  often  occafion. 

Redeem  the  Time  by  Difcourfe  of  Virtue 
and  Religion. 

Be  not  too  long  in  eating  and  dreffing. 

Dives ,  we  read,  was  cloathed  in  Purple, 
and  yet  Lazarus  was  not  relieved  and  need- 
lefs  Excels  devoured  the  Supply  of  his  real 
Wants,  leaving  no  Ability  perhaps  to  do  it, 
'had  he  been  willing. 


We 
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We  do  not  find  that  Dorcas's  Garments 
are  mention'd,  but  the  Widows. 

Give  not  more  Time  to  Drefs  than  ic 
Service  of  God, 

A  Prayer, 

OMy  God)  give  me  Grace  not  10  cmfattii 
that  07i  vain  Superfluities  which  is  due 
to  the  Necefjlties  of  thy  Creatures :  Let  tn#  not 
(lop  at  Jujiice :  Give  me  Grace  to  be  charita- 
and  to  fubjlraft  fo?nethingfrom  my  oivn  fcjKKfr 
ful  Portion^  out  of  Love  to  thee  and  my  Neigh- 
bour ,  that  fo  I  may  in  Corns  Meafure  fuppiy 
their  Wants ,  and  caufe  many  fhmkfgivingt 
ante  thee,  thro"  Jcfas  thrift*  Amen* 

Left  fome  ovcr-ferupuious  People  fhould 
be  apt,  from  what  has  been  faid,  to  raife 
vain  Terrors  to  themlelvcs  concerning  Ap- 
parel, it  is  convenient  to  remove  them ,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  the  falling  into  the  con- 
trary Extremity. 

We  are  not  to  conclude  that  all  rich  and 
gay  Attire  is  alike  forbidden  to  all  Ages  and- 
Qualities,  for  Chrill  himielf  tells  us-,  The  fir 
ivho  are  in  King's  Houfes  are  cloatheel  in  /off 
Raiment.  Realbn  feems  to  allow  a  Dispa- 
rity in  Drefs,  as  God  allows  a  Difference  in 
Pofleilions  -y  neverthelefs  the  Command  a- 
gainft  Extravagance  and  Wantonneis  in  it  y 
H  3,  fhou'd 
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fhou'd  be  more  regarded  than  it  generally 
is.  Inftead  of  uflng  thefe  outward  Orna- 
ments with  Sobriety,  how  many  beftow 
that  Time  in  cloathing  the  Body  which  they 
owe  to  the  adorning  of  the  Mind  ?  and  that 
Money  on  vain  Superfluities,  which  is  due 
not  only  to  the  Neceflities  of  the  Miferable, 
but  to  the  Support  of  their  Family  and  Chil- 
dren? The  Miftreis  of  the  Houfe  often 
fhines  in  her  Gold  and  Pearl,  while  her 
Children  and  Family  are  in  Want  and  Raggs  $ 
and  the  Mafter  is  forc'd  to  lay  out  thofe  Sums 
in  Watches,  Necklaces,  Brocades,  and  the 
like  ,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  his  impa- 
tient Creditors.  Not  only  Time  is  wafted, 
and  Wealth  confum'd,  but  the  Mind  is  filFd 
with  fantaftick  Images,  by  which  the  Devo- 
tions and  Conventions  of  Women  are  in- 
fected. Such  Solicitoufnefs  about  Drefs  is 
more  fuitable  to  thofe  unhappy  and  wretched 
Women  whofe  Beauty  is  fet  to  Sale,  than 
to  thofe  who  make  Profeilion  of  Religion, 
whofe  End  in  Cloathing  fhou'd  be  Chan- 
nels and  Decency :  If  marry'd  ,  the  plea- 
ling  their  Husbands,  join'd  with  a  due  Re- 
gard to  their  Age  and  Degree.  But  thofe 
who  adorn  themfelves  to  attract  the  Eyes 
and  Admiration  of  the  Unwary,  lay  Snares 
for  themfelves  as  well  as  others,  and  it  is 
juft  if  they  fall  into  them.  Such  fhall  be 
anfwerable  not  only  for  their  own  Sins , 
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but  for  all  that  they  willingly  occaflon  in 
others. 

A  Prayer. 

OMy  Gody  fince  thou  haft  been  picas' d  to 
keep  me  from  Deformity  ^  let  not  the  De~ 
vil  pollute  my  Heart ,  and  make  me  all  Rotten- 
nefs  within.  Keep  my  Mind  pure^  that  evil 
thoughts  may  never  lodge  within  me  that  I 
may  find  a  Loathing ,  not  a  Complacency  5  in 
all  unclean  Imaginations  or  filthy  Conmiunica- 
tions  >  much  more  in  all  finful  and  unhallowed 
Actions.  What  greater  Glory  can  Idefirc  from 
my  outward  Comelinefs  5  than  to  be  a  Temple 
for  thy  Holy  Spirit  ?  had  I  yet  a  ?nore  curious 
Cafe ,  it  wou'd  be  too  mean  for  fo  bright  a 
Jewel  as  a  Soul  fancliffd  by  Grace.  1  defy- 
no  other  Triumphs^  than  to  be  thy  Servant  5  and 
iffuch  outward  Advantages  may  make  my  Re- 
ligion appear  better  5  and  bring  greater  Glory 
to  my  Maker ^  I  rejoyce  in  it.  Buty  Lordy  I 
pray  thee>  never  let  my  outward  Comelmefs  be 
a  Snare  or  caufe  of  Sin  to  my  felf  or' others! 
Amen. 

The  King's  Daughter  was  all  beautiful 
within :  If  I  want  outward  Beauty  I  only 
want  what  is  often  a  Temptation ;  and  if  I 
am  contented  with  this  Defe£tr  I  practice 
an  Aft  of  Virtue  which  the  more  Beautify! 
cannot. 

H  4  Sub- 
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Submit ,  oh  my  Soul,  to  this  Abafement,  as 
a  Punifbment  o  f  Sin :  For  Sin  was  the  great 
Deformity  that  introduced  all  others  into  ihi 
iForld.  At  the  RefurreElion^  if  thou  rife  ft  in 
Grace  ^  all  thefe  bodily  Deformities^  the  Marks 
of  Siti)  fall  be  done  away,  and  the  mo  ft  pure 
and  perfect  Soul  have  the  mo  ft  bright  and  glo~ 
riff  d  Body. 

Much  have  we  to  do,  much  to  learn,  and  no 
Time  to  lofe  5  do  not  therefore  fpend  To  pre- 
nous  aTreafure  on  fopoor  an  Improvement 
as  adorning  the  outward  Man,  and  negle- 
cting the  hidden  Man  of  the  Heart.  Re- 
deem what  you  can  to  improve  your  Mind, 
or  to  other  neceflary  Duties  y  fo  fhall  you 
fupprefs  vain  Complacencies,  and  a  needlefs 
Delicacy.  Remember  'tis  a  Sin  and  Shame 
to  give  Hours  to  Drefs,  and  to  think  half  \ 
one  long  in  Prayer. 

In  considering  this  Subjeft,  it  is  probable 
fome  of  thefe  Considerations  may  have  been 
tirg'd  more  than  once  5  and  the  Evil  is  come 
to  fuch  a  Height,  that  a  Reformation  can- 
not be  too  much  prefix  nor  the  Duties  of 
avoiding  Vanity,  and  improving  Time,  be 
too  much  iniifted  upon.  What  fays  Wif- 
dom  it  felf  ? 

I  beheld  among  the  fimple  Ones  a  young  Man 
void  of  Under  ft  anding  \  And  behold  there  met 
him  a  Woman  with  the  Attire  of  an  Harlot^ 
and  fubtle  of  Heart, 

How 
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How  it  is  that  wicked  Women  adorn 
themfelves,  we  read  in  the  Story  of  Jezebel^ 
who  hearing  Jehu  was  come  /ajezreel,  pain* 
ted  her  Face,  and  tired  her  Head.  Dinah  was 
beautiful,  and  what  Evil  did  her  Beauty  oo 
cafion  ?  How  was  David  enfnar'd  by  the 
Beauty  of  Bathfljeba?  That  Man  after  God's 
own  Heart,  was  fo  fir  bewitch'd  by  it,  as 
to  run  at  once  into  the  damnable  Sins  of 
Murder  and  Adultery.  How  often  ha^the 
beautiful  Mask  gilded  the  ptherwife  de- 
formed Vice  of  Impurity  ?  Learn  that  qui- 
et and  meek  Spirit,  that  Modefty  and  Hu- 
mility in  all  your  Actions,  and  efpecially  in 
your  Drete,  which  becomes  the  Religion  you 
profefsj  J  ft  er  this  manner,  fays  the  Apoltlc, 
m  the  old  Time,  the  holy  Women  alfo  who  trufted 
in  God,  adorned  them (elves  ^  being  in  fubjeclion 
to  their  own  Husbands. 
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CHASTITY. 

F  all  the  Chriftian  Virtues,, 
there  is  none  that  fhews  the 
Dignity  and  Power  of  the 
Soul  fo  much  as  Chaftity : 
'Tis  a  Triumph  over  a  De- 
fire  which  Nature  has  im- 
printed in  the  Heart  of  Man,  fierce  and  un- 
ruly, full  of  falfe  Hopes  and  imaginary  De- 
lights, which  too  often  blinds  the  Under- 
Handing,  and  leads  to  Deftrudtion..  Cha- 
tlity  fupprefles  whatever  is  unlawful  in  this 
Pafiioos  and  aH  Defire  is  unlawful  which  is. 
not  warranted  by  Marriage,,  which  is  not 
within  the  Order  of  Nature,  and  the  Mo- 
deration of  Chriftian  Modefiy. 

This  is  a  very  tender  Subject,  and  is  hard- 
ly to  be  touched  upon  without  giving  Of- 
icace.  Fornication  is  of  late  foften'd  by  the 
gentle  Name  of  Gallantry.  The  Whore- 
monger^  whom  God  will  judge  and  condemn,, 
is  BOW  the  gallant  Many  and  thzj4clultererr 

whole 
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whofe  Portion  fhall  be  in  the  Lake  that  burns 
with  eternal  Fire,  glories  in  his  Adulteries, 
as  if  they  were  not  lb  many  Triumphs  ovit 
Innocence  and  Virtue.  The  hidden  Sins  of 
both  Sexes  are  not  fit  to  be  expos'd  to  light  -y 
they  are  too  well  known,  and  too  common- 
ly pradtis'd,  to  need  any  Explanation :  But 
let  all  voluntary  Polluters  of  themfelves 
know,  that  they  mull;  be  judg'd  for  thofe 
their  fecret  Pollutions,  by  a  Judge  who  tries 
the  Heart,  and  whofe  all-fearching  Eye  no- 
thing can  efcape.  Thanks  be  to  God ,  as 
wicked  as  we  arer  there  are  Sins  of  this  kind 
which  are  unknown  to  us,  or  if  known, 
held  in  Deteftation.  All  unnatural  Lulls  are 
abhorr'd,  and  inceftuous  Enjoyments  feldom 
or  never  heard  of.  'Tis  the  infinite  Mercy 
of  God  that  keeps  us,  by  his  retraining 
Grace,  from  thefe  detefted  and  damnable 
Crimes:  Wou'd  the  fame  infinite  Mercy 
purify  our  Hearts  as  he  is  pure,  and  cleanle 
'em  of  all  Luft,  we  fhou'd  have  equal  Ab- 
horrence for  all  Impurity,  and  excufe  none 
on. account  of  the  Degree  of  it. 

The  immoderate  Ufe,  even  of  lawful 
Love,  is  one  of  thcie  irregular  Defires  which 
is  fuppreft  by  Cbaftity.  The  fame  Judg- 
ment is  to  be  made  in  this,  as  concerning 
Meats  and  Drinks  y-  there  being  no  certain 
Degree  prefcrib'd  to  all  Perfons  j  but  it  is 
to  be  rul'd,  as  tbe  other  Actions  of  Men,,  by 
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proportion  to  the  End.  Let  us  in  all  of 
them  have  in  remembrance,  that  we  fhou'd 
in  every  thing  have  the  Glory  of  God  m 
view,  and  we  lhall  never  abufe  the  Liberty 
of  the  Nuptial  Bed,  nor  turn  a  chaftePaffi- 
on  into  Luft.  For  this  is  the  Will  of  Gody 
as  St.  Paul  tells  us ,  even  our  SanElification^ 
that  we  Jhou'd  abftain  from  Fornication,  that 
every  one  of  us  JlooiCd  know  how  to  fiojjefs  his 
V >(fcl  in  SanSlification  and  Honour^  not  in  the 
Lufl  of  ConcHpifcence ,  even  as  the  Gentiles 
which  know  not  God. 

Chaftity  is  either  Abftinence  or  Conti- 
nence. Abftinence  is  that  of  Virgins  or  Wi- 
dows, Continence  of  marry'd  Perfons.  Chafte 
Marriages  are  honourable  and  pleafing  to 
Gody  Widowhood  is  pitiable  in  its  Solita- 
iinels  and  Lois,  but  amiable  and  comely 
when  it  is  adorn'd  with  Gravity  and  Purity, 
not  fully'd  with  the  Remembrances  of  palt 
Enjoyments ,  nor  with  the  prefent  Deiires 
of  a  fecond  Bed. 

A  Virgin  Life  gives  us  an  Image  of  charm- 
ing Eafe  and  fpotlefs  Innocence,  when  it  is 
bleft  With  a  juft  Contempt  of  thofe  Carnal 
Delights,  that  are  apt  to  bury  the  Soul  too 
much  in  the  Senfes  5  when  it  is  not  diiturb'd 
with  Dedres  of  Change,  and  is  always  hap- 
py in  full  Content  with  its  prefent  Condi- 
tion. The  vow'd  Virginity  of  People  in 
Cloyflers,  is  capable  indeed  of  very  pious 

Reprc- 
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Reprefentations  :  But  as  thofe  Vows  are 
generally  conftrain'd,  or  if  fometimes  taken 
by  Choice,  are  as  often  afterwards  repented 
of :  Thofe  only  who  build  too  much  on  Ap- 
pearances, on  outward  Works,  and  not  on 
the  Sincerity  of  the  Mind,  the  only  Sacri- 
fice that's  pleafing  to  God  -y  thofe  only  who 
run  their  Devotion  to  Idolatry,  and  their 
Zeal  to  Supei  ftition ,  can  be  lavifh  in  the 
Praife  of  it.  A  voluntary  Virginity,  where 
the  Perfon  choofes  it  to  be  entirely  devoted 
to  the  Service  of  God,  is  certainly  commen- 
dable, when  it  does  not  incapacitate  the  Per- 
fon from  anfwering  other  Duties  of  Life  ; 
Not  that  a  Virgin  State  is  more  holy  than  a 
marry" d  onty  in  any  thing,  but  that  it  has 
more  Opportunities  to  be  holy,  is  lefs  in- 
cumber'd  with  Cares,  and  has  more  time  to 
converfe  with  God.  Some  Perfons  better 
pleafe  him  in  a  marry'd  State,  than  Virgins 
in  their  Virginity  5  by  giving  great  Exam- 
ples of  Conjugal  Affection,  by  preferving 
their  Faith  unbroken,  by  educating  their 
Children  in  his  Fear,  by  Patience,  andCon- 
tentednefs^  and  the  Exercife  of  the  Virtues 
proper  to  it.  Such  do  not  only  pleafe  God> 
but  do  it  in  a  higher  Degree  than  thofe  Vir- 
gins, whofe  Piety  is  not  anfwerable  to  their 
greater  Advantages  and  Opportunities :  E- 
fpecially  if  their  Virginity  is  the  Effe£t  of 
Nicencfs,  Pride  or  Avarice*  If  they  keep  it 
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becaufe  they  cou'd  not  fell  it  at  their  own 
Price,  or  value  it  fo  high  that  they  think 
none  worthy  of  it.  This  Virginity  will  al- 
ways be  attended  with  Peevifhnefs  and  Sul~ 
lennefe,  and  render  fuch  Perfonsill  qualify'd 
for  religious  Duties,  as  the  moft  anxious 
Cares  of  the  World,  In  a  Word  r  every 
State  of  Life,  whether  of  Marriage,,  or  Wi- 
dowhood or  Virginity  ,  is  of  its  felf  alike 
virtuous  and  innocent.  Every  one  has  its 
particular  Advantages,  and  to  fay  which  is 
moft  holy  is  to  circumfcribe  the  Divine 
Grace,  which  can  make  every  State  to  be 
alike  pure  and  holy ,  and  without  it  there 
can  be  no  Purity  and  Holinefs. 

If  we  confider  the  equal  Confequences 
of  Luft  and  Uncleannefs ,  both  as  to  this 
World  and  the  next,  we  fhall  avoid  all  Fil- 
thinefs  of  the  Flefh,.  and  endeavour  to  live 
ehaftly,  temperately,,  juftly  and  religioufly, 
The  Obfcenity  of  it  appears  in  nothing  more,, 
than  the  Shame  it  is  attended  with  :  It 
choofes  Night  and  Darknefs,  and  trembles 
at  the  approach  of  Light.  The  Eye  of  the  A- 
dulterer  wait eth  for  the  Twi-light^  faying^  no 
Eye  fhall  fee  me,  and  difguifeth  his  Face :.  In 
the  Dark  they  dig  through  Houfes^.  which  they 
bad  marlCd  for  themfehes  in  the  Day-time : 
T'hey  know  not  the  Light y  for  the  Morning  is  to 
them  as  the  Shadow  of  Death.  He  is  fwift  as 
the  Waters,  th^ir  Portion  is  cur  fed  in  the  Earthy 
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he  beholdeth  not  the  JVay  of  the  Vineyards  % 
Shame  is  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  Uncleannefs-, 
A  very  lively  Defcription  of  the  lewd  Ii> 
trigues  of  the  Children  of  Luft.  Night  is 
the  Seafon  of  Murder  and  Adultery,  which 
are  often  Companions  j  and  if  the  latter  is 
not  ftain'd  with  Blood  ,  it  is  always  in  fear 
of  fpilling  it  or  having  it  fpilt.  Confciencc 
awakens  fometimes  the  moft  harden'd  of 
thefe  Sinners  5  but  the  Tempter  foon  ftifles 
all  its  Motions,  where  thofe  of  Religion  and 
Virtue  are  ftifled. 

Did  we  refledt  a  little  on  the  Cares  and 
Troubles  that  attend  the  Appetites  of  Un- 
cleannefs,  that  its  Fruition  is  Sorrow  and 
Repentance,  that  the  way  of  the  Adulterer  is 
hedgd  with  Thorns  y  that  it  is  full  of  Fears 
and  Jealoufies,  burning  Defires,  impatient 
Waitings,  tedioufnefs  of  Delay,  fuffering  of 
Affronts  y  and  confufion  of  Difcovery,,  it 
wou'd  certainly  give  an  Horror  for  a 
Sin,  which  is  fo  fatal  in  its  Effe&s  and  its 
Punifhment.  Moft  of  its  kinds  are  of  that 
Nature,  that  they  involve  the  Ruin  of  two 
Souls :  The  Fornicator  or  Adulterer  Heals 
the  Soul,  as  well  as  injures  the  Body  of  his 
Neighbour :  They  are  the  Inftruments  the 
common  Enemy  of  Mankind  makes  ufe  of 
to  people  his  infernal  World :  How  often 
have  fuch  Wretches  funk  from  the  lawlefs 
Embraces  of  Harlots  and  Adulterefles  to  the 

1  bot- 
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bottomlefs  Pit,  from  whence  there  is  no 
Refcue,  nor  no  Companions  but  of  the  Ac-* 
curs'd,  and  the  Worm  which  never  dies.  In- 
deed there  is  no  ConfiderationT  moral  or  di- 
vine, which  does  nor  warn  us  to  deteft  the 
Sin  of  Whoredom  ,  which  has  a  profefs'd 
Enmity  againft  the  Body  it  felf  y  Every  Sin 
which  a  Man  doth  is  without  the  Body  ,  but 
be  that  committeth  Fornication  finneth  againfi 
his  own  Body. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  Govern- 
ment, by  debafing  the  Spirit  of  a  Man,  ren- 
dring  him  foft  and  effeminate,  without  Cou- 
rage or  Confidence.  David  felt  this  after  his 
Folly  with  Batbfbeba  y  he  fell  to  unkingly 
A6ls  and  Stratagems  to  elude  the  Crime  y 
and  he  did  nothing  but  encreafe  it  5  he 
remained,  timorous  and  poor  fpirited,  till  he 
pray'd  to  God  to  reftore  him  to  his  former 
Boldnefs  and  Vigor  of  Mind.  He  order'd 
Uriah  to  be  plac'd  in  the  Front  of  the  Bat- 
tle, to  give  him  by  his  Death  the  entire  En- 
joyment of  his  Wife  5  the  firlt  A£t  that  fol- 
low'd  his  Uncleannefs ,  was  the  Murder  of 
a  brave  Man,  his  Rival  :  ShoiC d  we  not,  oh 
God,  be  in  continual  Fears  of  a  Sin,  capable 
of  -putting  fo  good  and  great  a  Prince  on  fb 
bafe  and  fo  bloody  an  Action  ?  Flow  can  we 
refift  Temptation  without  a  double  Portion  of 
thy  Grace,  as  when  the  l  ight  of  thy  Counte- 
nance has  not  fofk  itfd  ?  We  find  Arguments  a- 
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gainft  Uncleannefs  in  the  New  Teftament, 
which  cou'd  not  be  us'd  in  the  Old.  Indeed 
Chaftity  is  a  Duty,  which  was  myftically 
intended  by  God  in  the  Law  of  Circumci- 
fion  >  but  in  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm  we 
receive  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  our  Bodies  are 
made  living  Temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
which  he  dwells  >  and  therefore  Unclean- 
nefs is  Sacrilege,  and  defiles  a  Temple  or 
the  living  God.  Know  ye  not  that  your  Bo- 
dy is  the  'Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  And  he 
that  defiles  a  Temple,  him  will  God  defiroy  : 
Therefore  glorify  God  in  your  Bodies,  that  is, 
flee  Fornication :  To  which, .  for  the  likenefs 
of  the  Argument,  we  may  add,  that  our  Bo- 
dies are  Members  of  Chrift,  and  God  forbid 
that  we  fhou'd  take  the  Members  of  Chrift  , 
and  make  them  the  Members  of  Harlots.  T  hus 
then  Uncleannefs  difhonours  Chrift,  and 
difhonours  the  Holy  Spirit :  It  is  a  Sin  a- 
gainft  God,  and  in  this  Senfe  a  Sin  againft 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Thefe  are  Arguments  us'd  by  Divines, 
who  are  our  beft  Guides  in  matters  where 
our  own  Judgments  are  apt  to  bebyafs'd  by 
the  Flefh.  They  add,  with  refptxt  to  A- 
dultery,  "  That  Marriage  is  by  Chrift  hal- 
"  low'd  into  a  Myftery ,  to  fignify  the  fa- 
"  cramental  and  myftical  Union  of  Chrift 
cc  and  his  Church  ;  he  therefore  who  breaks 
"  the  Knot,  which  the  Church  and  their 
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<c  mutual  Faith  have  ty'd ,  and  Chrift  has 
"  knitupintoaMyftery,  dishonours  a  great 
u  Rite  of  Chriftianity,  of  high,  fpiritual 
"  and  excellent  Signification.  The  Church 
of  Rome^  which  turns  all  her  Worfhip  into 
Idolatry,  turns  this  Contract  into  a  Sacra- 
ment y  but  tho'  we  rauft  not  pay  it  fuch 
idolatrous  Reverence,  we  mull  look  upon 
it  as  a  (acred  Vow ,  folemnly  made  before 
God,  whom  we  call'd  to  witnefs  before  the 
Congregation  5  and  who  has  denounc'd  a 
thoufond  Woes,  both  here  and  hereaf  ter,  a- 
gainft  thofe  that  break  it. 

One  of  the  ancient  Fathers  reckons  Un- 
cleannefs  to  be  the  Parent  of  blindnefs  of 
Mind  ,  Inconfideration ,  Precipitancy ,  or 
Giddinefs  in  A&ions,  Self-love,  Hatred  of 
God,  Love  of  prefent  Pleafures,  aDefpight 
or  Defpair  of  the  Joys  of  Religion  and  Hea- 
ven 7  whereas  a  pure  Mind  in  a  chafte  Body, 
is  the  Mother  of  Wifdom  and  Deliberation, 
fober  Counfel  and  ingenious  Adtions,  open 
Deportment  and  fweet  Carriage,  fincere 
Principles  and  unprejudic'd  Underftanding, 
Love  of  God  and  Self-denial,  Peace  and 
Confidence,  holy  Prayers,  and  fpiritual  Com- 
forts, a  Joy  of  Spirit  infinitely  greater  than 
the  carnal  and  fleeting  Joys  of  Unchaftityy 
For  to  overcome  Pleafure  is  the  great  eft  P  lea- 
fur  ey  and  no  Victory  is  greater  than  that  which 
k  gat  over  ourLufts  and  filthy  Inclinations. 

Com- 
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Common  Honefty,  methinks,  isofitfelf 
fufficient  to  prevent  us  from  falling  into  the 
Sins  of  Fornication  and  Adultery  *  and  com- 
mon Shame,  enough  to  deter  Men  from  gi- 
ving way  to  fo  beaftly  an  Appetite :  How 
are  fuch  abhorr'd  by  all  fober  and  religious 
Pcrfons  ?  they  are  pointed  at  as  fo  many  ug- 
ly Monfters ;  and  while  the  Adulterers  and 
Whoremongers  pride  it  perhaps  in  their  own 
Imaginations,  that  they  have  made  Conquefts 
of  their  Neighbours  Wives  and  Daughters,all 
good  People  look  upon  them  as  the  Scandal 
and  Pefts  of  Mankind.  In  Scripture  wc 
read,  that  Abimelech  made  it  Death  for  the 
Men  of  Gerar  to  meddle  with  the  Wife  of 
Ifaacy  and  Judah  condemn'd  Thamar  to  be 
burnt  for  her  Adultery.  Besides  the  Lav/ 
made  to  put  the  adulterous  Perfon  to  death* 
God  conftituted  a  fettled  and  conftant  Mi- 
racle to  difcover  the  Adultery  of  a  fufpe&ed 
Woman,  that  her  Bowels  Jhou'd  burft  with 
drinking  the  Waters  of  Jealoufy.  The  Egyp* 
tian  Law  was  to  cut  off  the  Nofe  of  the 
Adulterefs,  and  the  offending  Part  of  the  A- 
dulterer.  The  Locrians  put  out  both  the 
Adulterer's  Eyes.  The  Germans ,  as  Tacitus 
reports,  plac'd  the  Adulterefs  amidft  her 
Kindred  naked,  fhav'd  herHead,  and  caus'd 
her  Husband  to  beat  her  with  Clubs  thro* 
the  City.  The  Gortynceans  crown'd  the 
Man  with  Woolr  to  expofe  him  for  his 

Effe- 
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Effeminacy  :  And  the  Cumani  caus'd  the 
Woman  to  ride  upon  an  Afs  naked,  and  be 
hooted  at,  and  for  ever  after  to  be  calPd  in 
fcorn,  A  rider  upon  an  Jfs.  All  Nations 
barbarous  and  civil  agreeing  in  their  general 
Defign,  of  rooting  out  fo  difhoneil  and 
fhameful  a  Vice  from  under  Heaven.  Seve- 
ral Attempts  have  been  made  in  our  own 
Country  to  deftroy  it :  The  Puritans  were 
for  punifhing  it  with  Death,  and  a  Law  had 
like  to  have  paft  fome  Years  fince  to  the 
fame  good  Purpofe :  But  to  our  Shame  be 
it  fpoken,  the  Crime  was  too  general,  the 
Offenders  too  great,  and  not  the  Nation  too 
merciful  >  for  God  forbid,  that  thofe  who. 
with  pleafure  fee  daily  poor  Criminals  car- 
ry'd  to  the  Gallows  for  little  Thefts  and 
Robberies,  fhou'd  not  be  griev'd  to  fee  thofe 
puniih'd  with  Death,  that  had  robb'd  whole 
Families  of  their  Peace,  and  Honour,  and 
Eftates,  by  bringing  into  them  Baftardy  and 
Infamy. 

The  middle  Ages  of  the  Church  were  not 
pleas'd  that  the  Adulterels  iliou'd  be  put  to 
Death  >  as  the  Church  grew  more  dege- 
nerate, the  Manners  of  Chrillians  grew  al- 
fo  more  deprav'd :  But  in  the  Primitive  Ages, 
the  Civil  Laws,  by  which  they  were  then 
governed,  gave  leave  to  the  injur'd  Husband 
to  kill  his  adulterous  Wife,  if  he  took  her  in 
the  Fact.    The  Partiality  of  this  Law  to- 

Men 
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Men  having  caus'd  an  Enquiry,  Whether  is 
worfe,  the  Adultery  of  the  Man  or  the  Wo* 
man  ?  Let  us  examine  that  Queftion :  In 
doing  which  we  muft  obferve,  that,  in  re- 
fpeft  of  the  Perfon ,  the  Fault  is  greater  in  a 
Man  than  a  Woman,  w7ho  is  of  a  more  pli- 
ant and  eafy  Spirit,  of  a  weaker  Underftan- 
ding,  and  has  nothing  to  fupply  the  unequal 
Strengths  of  Men  but  the  Defence  of  a  paf- 
five  Nature,  and  the  Armour  of  Moderty,  the 
natural  Ornament  of  that  Sex.  It  is  unjuft, 
faid  the  good  Emperor  Antoninus,  that  the 
Man  flood d  demand  Chafiity  and  Severity  from 
bis  Wife ,  which  himfelf  will  not  obferve  to- 
wards her.  But  this  Injuitice  is  become  fo 
common,  that  if  Adultery  is  ftill  reckon'd  a 
Sin  towards  God,  yet  Men  are  far  from  ha- 
ving Remorfe  of  Confcience  for  it,  as  it  is 
an  Injury  to  their  Wives  5  tho'  to  exad: 
Chaftity  of  them,  and  not  to  practife  it 
themfelves,  is  as  if  a  Man  fliou'd  perfuade 
his  Wife  to  fight  againft  thofe  Enemies  to 
which  he  had  yielded  himfelf  a  Prifoner. 

Now,  in  refjpeSl  of  the  evil  Conferences  of 
Adultery ,  it  is  worfe  in  a  Woman  than  a 
Man,  as  bringing  Baitardy  into  a  Family, 
Difinherifons,  and  great  Injuries  to  the  law- 
ful Children  ,  infinite  Violations  of  Peace, 
Murders ,  Divorces ,  and  all  the  Effe&s  of 
Rage  and  Madnefs.  In  refpeci  of  the  Crime, 
and  as  relating  to  God,  they  are  equal,  in- 
tolerable 
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tolerable,  and  damnable.  It  is  noftioreper* 
mitted  to  Men  to  have  many  Wives,  than 
to  Women  to  have  many  Husbands  in  this 
refpeft  they  have  the  fame  Privileges,  and 
their  Sin  is  the  {ame.  Adulterous  Perfons 
were  reflifed  the  Holy  Communion  by  the 
Ancient  Church,  till  they  had  done  feven 
Years  Penance  in  Failing  and  Sackcloath, 
in  fevere  Infli&ions,  and  Inftruments  of 
Chaftity  and  Sorrow,  according  to  the  Dis- 
cipline of  thofe  Ages. 

How  many  are  now  admitted  daily  to 
that  Blefled  Ordinance,  who  boaft  of  their 
Adultery,  and  glory  in  their  Filthinefs  ? 
How  many  do  our  Laws  oblige  to  this  Com- 
munion of  Saints ,  or  to  renounce  the  Pro- 
visions of  Life  ?  The  Sin  of  thofe  that  take 
it  unworthily  muft  lie  in  part  at  their  Doors 
who  lay  fo  violent  a  Temptation,  as  is  Bread, 
in  their  way.  Where  is  the  Purity,  the 
Severity  of  the  ancient  Difcipline  ?  How  is 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Body  of  Chrift  profti- 
tuted  to  mean  and  mercenary  Ufes  ?  Is  the 
Adulterer  forbidden  to  approach  it  ?  Is  the 
facred  Cup  taken  from  the  foul  Hand  of  the 
Whoremonger?  Are  Communicants  fo  ex- 
amin'd  as  to  intend  a  thorough  Inquiry  into 
their  Preparednefs  to  fit  at  the  Table  of  the 
Lord  ?  Or  are  are  not  the  open  Whoremon- 
ger and  Adulterer  taken  on  their  own  Cre- 
dit, becaufe  the  Law  has  enjoy n'd  them  to 

com- 


Chaftity.  1 67 

communicate  or  ftarve  ?  I  muft  confefs ,  I 
think  of  this  moft  Holy  Ordinance  with  fo 
much  Reverence,  that  I  cannot  without 
trembling  confider  what  Herds  of  adulterous 
Beafts  have  the  glorious  Privilege  of  the  E- 
le&  and  Chofen  of  God. 

Having  treated  of  the  Virtue  of  Chaftity, 
with  refpe£t  to  its  oppofite  Luft,  let  us  re- 
fled  on  its  proper  Offices,  and  in  what  that 
Grace  and  Duty  is  exercis'd. 

We  muft  refill:  all  unclean  Thoughts,  and 
not  indulge  our  Fancies  with  Uncleannefs, 
tho'  poftibly  it  may  not  always  enflame  De- 
fire.  We  muft  never  Humour  our  felves 
with  fantaftick  Notions  of  Love;  for  tho' 
cither  by  Shame,  Impatience,  or  want  of 
Opportunity,  we  may  be  reftrain'd  from  the 
Act,  it  will  not  be  our  Faults  that  the  Sin 
was  not  committed  -y  the  Mind  is  as  crimi- 
nal as  the  Body,  and  our  Punilhment  will 
be  the  fame. 

Have  a  chafte  Eye  and  a  chafte  Hand,  it 
being  all  one  with  what  part  of  the  Body 
we  commit  Adultery.  If  a  Man  lets  his 
Eye  loofe,  and  enjoys  the  Luft  of  it,  he's 
an  Adulterer.  Look  not  on  a  IVoman  to  lufl 
after  her  \  wanton  Glances  will  create  lewd 
Wifhes  and  Ideas,  and  fuppofing  all  the 
Members  to  be  reftrain'd,  yet  if  the  Eye  be 
permitted  to  luft ,  a  Man  can  no  otherwife 
be  called  chafte  than  he  can  be  call'd  fevere 
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and  mortify'd,  who  fits  all  Day  feeing  Plays 
and  Reveliings,  and  out  of  Greedinefs  to  fill 
his  Eye  neglects  his  Belly,    There  are  fome 
Veffels,  which,  if  you  offer  to  lift  by  the 
bottom,  you  cannot  itir  them,  but  are  foon 
remov'd  if  you  take  them  by  the  Ears.  It 
matters  not  with  which  of  your  Members 
yew  ire  c;  tj  d  fioota  your  Duty.  The  fure 
Confequence  of  ull  wanton  Dalliance  is  De- 
fire  ,  and  if  you  refrain  from  the  A6t  it  will 
not  be  our  of  Fear  of  God,  but  Fear  of 
Man,  of  your  (elf,  or  others.   Had  you  fear'd 
God,  you  would  not  have  run  into  Temp- 
tation j  and  the  Pleafure  you  take  in  gazing 
on  and  lulling  after  a  beautiful  Woman  , 
carries  as  much  Guilt  with  it  as  her  Em- 
braces.    For  'tis  not  Virtue  that  reftrains 
you   from  them  ,    but  Neceffity  -y  you 
cou'd  not  enjoy  any  more,   therefore  you 
did  not  j  you  wou'd  not,  becaufe  a  Wron- 
ger Paffion,  Terror,  at  that  time  mafter'd 
you ;  God  was  not  all  that  while  in  your 
Heart.    Can  you  fay  that  your  Heart  and 
Mind  were  chafte  ?  Did  you  deteit  all  Un- 
cleannefs  ?  Did  you  check  the  Motions  the 
tempting  Objefts  infpir'd?   If  it  was  not 
thus  with  you,  you  are  as  much  a  Whore- 
monger and  Adulterer  ,   as  much  lies  upon 
you  to  be  repented  of,  as  if  your  whole  Bo- 
dy had  been  involv'd  in  the  Crime.    To  de- 
teiiUncleannefs,  to  diilrke  its  Motions,  paft 
3  Anions, 
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AcHons,  Circum fiances,  Difcourfes,  ought 
to  be  the  Chaftity  of  Virgins  and  Widows, 
of  old  Perfons  and  Eunuchs  efpecialiy,  and 
generally  of  all  Men  according  to  their  fcve- 
ral  Neceffities.  Filthy  Difcourfe  is  a  great 
Enflamer  of  Luft.  Avoid  all  Indecencies  of 
Language  with  a  great  Care  5  keep  the 
Tongue  chaitej  good  Manners  has  banifli'd 
this  Impurity  from  Converfation.  It  as 
much  misbecomes  a  Gentleman  as  a  Ghrt* 
ftian  to  accuftom  himfelf,  or  allow  himfelf 
in  the  Language  of  the  Stews :  But  that's 
but  a  poor  Coniideration,  in  Companion  of 
the  Prefence  we  fliou'd  always  remember  we 
are  in,  that  of  the  All-hearing  and  All-fee- 
ing God. 

Temptations  to  Luft  are  of  too  prevailing 
a  Nature  to  be  difputed  with  :  Do  not  think 
to  reafon  your  felves  out  of  them,  when 
the  very  workings  of  the  Mind  in  all  fuch 
Difputes  ferve  to  create  Defire  5  Paffion  will 
be  tooftrong  for  your  Arguments  5  you  will 
foon  give  up  a  Caufe  you  wifh  to  lofe,  Fly 
therefore  all  Temptation  $  think  not  at  all  of 
it>  drive  it  immediately  out  of  your  Head 
with  Religion  or  Bufinefs.  St.  Jerom  re- 
proves the  Gentile  Superftition,  who  pain- 
ted Diana  w7ith  a  Shield  and  a  Lance,  as  if 
Chaftity  could  not  be  defended  without  Bat- 
tel y  a  wretched  Compliment  on  the  Power 
of  Pagan  Virtue,  and  the  Strength  of  their 
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Minds.  If  the  Mind  has  not  conquered  Lufl:, 
theRefiftance  from  the  Body  will  be  but  ve- 
ry weak  ->  'tis  an  Enemy  that  is  to  be  treated 
otherwife  than  with  direft  War  and  Conten- 
tion: If  you  hear  it  fpeak,  tho'  not  to  dif. 
pute  with  it,  it  ruins  you,  and  the  very  Ar- 
guments you  go  about  to  anfwer,  leave  a 
Kelifh  upon  the  Tongue.  A  Man  may  be 
burnt  if  he  goes  near  the  Fire,  tho'  but  to 
quench  his  Houfe$  and  by  handling  Pitch, 
tho'  but  to  take  it  from  your  Cloaths  you 
defile  your  Fingers.  Befides,  to  argue  with 
Temptation  fhewsaPleafure  in  being  temp- 
ted 5  if  you  had  fuch  an  Abhorrence  for  the 
Sin  as  you  ought  to  have  had ,  you  wou'd 
not  dare  to  have  debated  it ,  you  wou'd  be 
frighten'd  at  the  diftant  Approach  of  it,  and 
fly  from  it  as  from  Deltrudtion. 

Idlenefs  is  a  great  Incentive  to  Luft,  and 
mult  on  that  Account  be  avoided  3  it  creeps 
in  at  thole  Emptinefles  of  Time,  when  the 
Soul  is  unemploy'd,  and  the  Body  is  at  eafe* 
No  eafy,  healthful,  and  idle  Perfon,  was  e- 
ver  chalte,  if  a  Temptation  fell  in  his  way. 
Of  all  Employments,  bodily  Labour  is  molt 
■ufeful  to  anfwer  this  good  End.  When  the 
Body  is  tir'd  with  honelt  Toil,  'twill  give 
jqo  Encouragement  to  the  Tempter  to  at- 
tack }  he  will  never  venture  upon  you  if  he  is 
lure  of  having  the  Flefli  on  hisjide. 
The  Soul  of  ltlelf  wou'd,  in  molt  Cafes,  be 
3  too 
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too  hard  for  him,  and  in  this  particularly  j 
there  is  nothing  in  Impurity  which  does  not 
fliock  it  when  'tis  not  byafs'd  by  the  Lnft 
of  the  Body ;  keep  that  low  and  the  Mind 
will  raife  itfelf  above  Temptation.  Church 
Difcipline  enjoyns  Corporal  Mortifications, 
and  hard  Ulages  of  the  Body,  to  its  Mem- 
bers. Fallings,  folemn  and  real,  maybe 
Helps  to  Chaftity}  but  the  Mind  mult  be 
firft  well  convinc'd  of  the  Danger  of  this 
Sin ,  or  all  thefe  outward  Penances  will  a- 
vail  little,  thofe  efpecially  that  are  purely 
nominal.  There  is  no  greater  Farce  phy'd 
than  fach  Fafters  a£  towards  Heaven,  who 
will  not  indeed  eat  Fldh,  but  will  mortifie 
themfelves  with  the  molt  exquifite  Delica- 
cies in  Fiilt  improv'd  for  the  Palate  by  the 
molt  heartning  Sauces :  Thefe,  iniodifcipli- 
ning  themfelves,  mock  him  who  will  not  be 
mock'd  and  inftead  of  mortifying  pamper 
the  Me/h,  and  add  new  Fuel  to  the  Flame 
?,;Lufn  ^fpareDiet,  a  thin  courfe Table, 
ieldom  Refreihment,  frequent  and  real  Fall- 
ings, are  of  fome  Profit  againlt  the  Spirit  of 
Fornication.  By  cutting  ofF  the  Enemies 
Provisions  we  doubtlefs  weaken  his  Strength  - 
yet  all  this  will  not  avail  unlefs  we  conceiv* 
a  Detection  of  the  Evil  of  it,  as  an  Offence 
toOod,  and  arm  our  Minds  againlt  it  by  his 
Grace.  Poverty  fins  againlt  Chaitity  as  well 
as  Riches,  and  Colleges  are  equally  pollu- 
1  2  ted 
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ted  with  Courts.    One  wou'd  think  that 
the  Anxiety  of  fuch  as  are  in  Want  fhou'd 
not  give  room  for  thofe  hot  Defires  which 
are  the  natural,  and  often  the  intended  Ef- 
fects of  Luxury ;  yet  in  Prifons,  where  the 
confin'd  Wretches  feed  hard  and  lie  hard. 
Lull  frequently  awakens  them  in  their  refe- 
rable Nights  ,   and  the  Devil  flatters  them 
that  the  Enjoyment  of  one  vile  Pleafure  , 
which  is  in  their  Power,  will  compenfate 
for  the  Lofs  of  all  others  that  are  not  fo. 
The  extraordinary  Mortifications  enjoyn'd 
by  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  recommended 
by  fomeProteltants  who  lay  too  much  Strefs 
on  outward  Difcipline,  are  not,  methinks, 
worthy  the  Dignity  of  Chriftianity.  Shall 
I  boall  of  my  Purity  when  I  am  reduc'd  to 
Impotence  ?   or  confide  in  that  Chaftity 
which  is  the  Effect  of  Pain?  When  Eafe 
and  Strength  are  recover'd  ,   and  the  Body 
will  not  bear  to  be  always  in  Pain  and  In> 
potency,-  if  the  Mind  has  no  better  Defen- 
ces, howfoon  will  Temptation  break  in  up- 
on it,  and  fill  up  that  dangerous  Interval 
with  Sin.    To  bring  the  Body  under,  was 
St.  PauFs  Remedy,  and  it  is  a  good  one, 
but  it  may  deceive  us     if  is  aTraytor  that 
will  deceive  itfclf  when  we  moft  truft  to  i 
it  5  the  Spul  mult  be  always  upon  the  W  atch, 
and  then  outward  Difcipline  may  and  will 
be  effectual.    What  a  noble  Chaitity  was 
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that  Nicomcdian  Prince  bleft  with,  who,  as 
St.  Jerom  tells  us  y  being  tempted  upon 
Flowers,  and  a  perfum'd  Bed,  with  a  loft 
Violence  ,  and  fo  far  ty'd  down  to  the 
Temptation  ,  that  he  cou'd  not  difengage 
himfelf,  being  follicited  with  all  the  wan- 
ton Circumftances  of  Afian  Lewdnefs,  by  an 
impure  Courtezan,  left  the  Eafinefs  of  his 
Pofture  fhould  betray  him ,  he  fpit  out  his 
Tongue  into  her  Face,  to  reprefent  that  no 
Virtue  cofts  fo  much  as  Chaftity. 

Fly  then  from  all  Occafions  of  Impu- 
rity :  From  loofe  Company,  Balls,  Revel- 
lings,  indecent  Mixtures  in  Dancings,  idle 
Talk,  private  Society  with  ftrange  Women, 
gazing  upon  a  beauteous  Face ,  from  fing- 
ing  Women,  amorous  Geftures,  loofe  At- 
tire, Fcafts  and  Perfumes,  from  Wine  and 
Strong  Drinks  made  to  perfecute  Chaftity  : 
Some  of  thefe  are  the  very  Prologues  to 
Luft.  Remember 'tis  eafier  %q  die  for  Cha- 
ftity than  to  live  with  it,  and  the  Execution 
ner  cou*d  not  extort  a  Confent  from  fome 
Perfons  from  whom  a  Lover  wou'd  have  en- 
treated it.  The  Glory  of  Chaftity  will  ea- 
fily  overcome  the  Rudenefs  of  Fear  and 
Violence,  but  Eafinefs  and  Softnefs,  Perfua- 
fion  and  Tendernefs,  like  the  Sun,  make  a 
Virgin  lay  by  her  Veil  and  Robe  3  which  Per- 
fecution,like  the  Northern  Wind,\vou'd  make 
her  hold  faft  and  wrap  clofe  about  her. 

I  3  When 
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When  a  Woman  thinks  fhe  is  belov'cf, 
lire  is  very  far  gone  in  the  way  of  Loving  y 
and  apt  to  believe  there  cannot  be  fo  much 
harm  as  is  reprefentcd  to  her,  in  what  is  fo 
generous  and  grateful.  Poor  Delufion  : 
Shou'd  Generofity  and  Gratitude  make  her 
damn  her  own  Soul,  becaufe  her  Lover 
wou'd  damn  his?  But  the  Devil  puts  on  all 
Shapes,  and  appears  fometimes  like  an  An* 
gel  of  Light  i  he  puts  fair  Glofles  on  the 
tbulcft  Actions,  confounds  Vice  and  Virtue, 
and  covers  a  pleating  Temptation  with  the 
mo  ft  fpecious  Pretences. 

He  who  willfecure  his  Chaftity,  mull  firft 
cure  his  Pride  and  his  Rage.  Luft  is  often 
the  Punifhment  of  a  proud  Man,  to  tame 
the  Vanity  of  his  Pride,  by  the  Shame  and 
Affronts  of  Unchaftity  y  and  the  fame  in- 
temperate Heat  which  makes  Anger  kindles 
Luft. 

A  fure  way  to  efcape  Temptation  is  to  fly 
ones  felf.  Avoid  being  alone  when  you  are 
afraid  of  it  5  feek  Relief  in  Company,  whofe 
Modefty  may  fupprefs,  or  their  Society  di- 
vert, all  unclean  Thoughts  3  and  not  thatr 
whofe  wanton  Mirth  may  awaken  Luft 
when  it  was  afleep,  as  is  commonly  the  Ef- 
fedfc  of  the  joyous  and  gallant  Converfation 
of  this  Age.  There  is  a  Reverence  due  to 
Numbers  which  checks  theLewdnefs  of  the 
Tongue,  and  take  care  not  to  aflbciate  with 

fuch 


Chaftity.  17  > 

flich  as  are  infenfible  of  that  Reverence,  and 
had  rather  be  merry  than  difcreet  and  chalie  * 
tho'  what  they  call  Mirth  is  generally  fo 
beaftly  when  it  turns  on  Chaftity,  that  wife 
Men  wou'd  have  an  equal  Contempt  and 
Abhorrence  for  their  Ribaldry  and  Folly. 

Pray  often,  and:  fervently,  to  God,  who 
is  the  Eflence  of  Purity,  that  he  wou'd  be 
pleas'd  to  reprove  and  call  out  the  unclean 
Spirit ;  For  befides  the  Bleffings  of  Prayer, 
by  way  of  Reward,  it  has  a  natural  Virtue 
to  reftrain  this  Vice. ,  Prayer  againft  it  is 
an  unwillingnefs  to  a£t  it,  and  fo  long  as  wc 
heartily  pray  againft  it,  our  Defires  are  fc- 
cur'd,  and  the  Tempter  has  no  Power.  This 
was  St.  Paul's  other  Remedy,  For  tbisCau 
I  be  fought  the  Lord  thrice  \  and  there  is  equal 
Reafon  and  Advantage  in  theUfeofit.  The 
main  thing  that  is  to  be  fecur'd  in  this  Af- 
fair,, is  a  Man's  Mind.  He  who  goes  about 
to  cure  Lull  by  bodily  Excrcife  alone,  or 
Mortifications,  fhall  find  them  fometimes 
inftrumcntal  to  it,  always  infufficient,  and 
of  little  Profit :  But  he'  who  has  a  chalte 
Mind,  fhall  find  his  Body  apt  enough  to  take 
Laws :  Let  it  do  its  worit  it  cannot  make 
a  Sin,  and  in  its  greateft  Violence,  can  only 
produce  a  little  natural  Uneafmefs,  not  fo 
much  Trouble  as  a  fevere  Fall ,  or  a  hard 
Lodging.  If  a  Man  be  hungry  he  mud  earv 
if  he  be  thirrty  he  mull:  drink"  at  fome  con- 
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venient  time,  or  elfe  he  dies;  but  if  the  Bo- 
dy be  rebellious,  provided  the  Mind  be 
chafie,  let  it  do  its  worft,  if  you  refolve  per* 
fe£tl y  not  to  fatisfie  it  >  you  can  receive  no 
great  Evil  by  it. 

Thefe  Confiderations  may  give  room  for 
others,  arifing  from  ev'ry  one's  own  Expe- 
rience. The  Subje£t  it  felf  is  fo  nice,  that 
it  muft  be  touch'd  with  Delicacy.  'Twill 
be  eafily  comprehended,  what  are  the  Evils 
we  wou'd  exhort  to  be  avoided  ,  what  the 
Helps  we  may  find  in  order  to  it.  'Tis  a 
fad  thing,  that  a  Sin  which  carries  along 
with  it  eternal  Damnation,  fhou'd  pafs  off 
as  a  Trifle  5'  that  it  ihou'd  be  a  fort  of  ajeft 
to  fpeak  ill  of  it  y  and  that  without  being 
Advocates  for  Whoremongers  and  Adulte* 
rers,  one  can  hardly  efcape  the  Scandal  of  be- 
ing precife.  The  Souls  of  Men  are  not  ta 
be  complimented  into  Security  3  and  letche 
greateft  and  the  faireft  of  Mortals  know,  the 
time  will  come,  when  to  have  been  Fair  and 
Gteat  will  avail  them  nothing,  and  to  have 
been  Pure  and  Holy  will  crown  them  with 
immortal  Glory. 

The  Remedies  we  have  mention'd ,  are 
of  univerfal  Efficacy  againft  Lewdnefs  in  all 
Cafes  extraordinary  and  violent  y  but  in  or- 
dinary and  common,  the  Remedy  which 
God  has  provided,  honourable  Marriage, 
has  a  natural  Efficacy,  befides  a  Virtue  by 
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divine  Blefling,  to  cure  the  Inconveniences 
which  otherwife  might  afflift  Perfons  tem- 
perate and  fober. 

*Tis  title.  Marriage  is  ,  like  other  good 
things,  feldom  fpoken  of  but  in  fport}  it  is 
generally  taken  to  prevent  the  Inconvenien- 
cies  of  Fortune,  rather  than  thofe  of  Vir- 
tue :  The  Punifhment  as  generally  follows 
the  Crimea  and  thofe  that  marry  for  Money 
only,  have  rarely  any  thing  elfewith  it  that 
tends  to  Happinefs.  No  wonder  People, 
fo  given  up  to  Avarice,  fhou'd  fall  into  o- 
therSinsy  that  the  Negleftof  thofe  Wives, 
whom  they  took  out  of  Covetoufnefs  and 
not  out  of  Love,  fhou'd  end  in  Adultery  on. 
both  fides,  and  fuch  vicious  Marriages  be 
the  Ruin  of  their  Peace  here,  and  their  Hap- 
pinefs hereafter. 
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ILL  not  the  Ladies  take  them- 
felves  to  be  affronted  5  if  we 
iTiou'd  fo  much  as  queftion 
that  they  want  Leflbns  on  this 
Virtue  ?  Will  not  Men  defpife 
us  for  thinking  it  becomes  them?  Is  not  the 
bzjhful  Man  in  the  Cavalier  Phrafe  a  C&wafd  ? 
Is  it  not  a  Term  of  Reproach  ?  'Tis  very 
hard,  that  in  a  Country  profefling  Chriftia- 
nity  and  Reformation,  moil;  of  thefe  Virtues 
are  fo  out  of  Faihion,  that  it  is  a  molt  un- 
Courtly  Bufinefs  to  endeavour  to  recommend 
them,  Thofethat  do  it  are  forc'd  to  affe6t 
Ludicrous  Turns ,  and  to  reform  by  Satyiv 
and  not  by  Inftru&ion.  Peopkwho  are  not 
afraid  of  being  damn'd,  are  afraid  of  being 
laugh'd  at,  and  fuch  as  reprove  with  Gravi- 
ty and  Concern,  may  anfwerthe  Dictates  of 
iheir  own  Conferences,  but  will  have  very 
Effeft  on  their  Neighbours.. 
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Let  us,  however,  do  our  Duty  $  let  us 
ftudy  to  find  out  the  Paths  of  Truth  and 
Salvation,  and  put  thofe  that  err  in  the  right 
way  in  which  they  fhould  walk.  No  Vir- 
tue will  give  more  Grace  to  all  their  Acti- 
ons than  this  of  Modefty,  whether  we  con- 
fider  it  as  oppos'd  to  Bbldnefs  and  Indecen- 
cy, or  to  Lightneis  and  Wantonnefs. 

Zeno  has  not  ill  defin'd  it  to  be  the  Science 
of  decent  Motion?  it  being  that  which  guides 
and  regulates  the  whole  Behaviour,  checks 
and  controuls  all  rude  Exorbitancy ,  and  ir 
the  great  Civilizer  of  Converfation  :  'Tis 
indeed  a  Virtue  of  general  Influence-,  it  does 
not  only  ballaft  the  Mind  with  fober  and 
humble  Thoughts  of  ones  felf,  it  alfo  fteers 
every  part  of  the  outward  Frame  :  It  ap- 
pears in  the  Face  in  calm  and  meek  Looks; 
the  Impreffion  of  it  is  fo  ftrong.  there,  that 
it  has  thence  acquired  the  Name  of  Shame- 
faceclnefs,  Certainly  nothing  gives  fo  great 
a  Luftre  to  Beauty  in  Women  >  'tis  of  it  felf 
fo  beautiful,  that  it  has  been  a  Charm  to 
Hearts  infenfible  of  all  others,  and  conquer'd 
when  a  fair  Face  has  without  it  fet  out  all 
its  Glories  in  vain.  An  innocent  Modefty^ 
a  native  Simplicity  of  Look,  eelipfe  all  the 
glaring  Splendors  of  Art  and  Drefs.  Let  Na- 
ture and  Art  contribute  to  render  a  Woman 
lovely,  if  Boldnefs  be  to  be  read  in  her  Facer 
it  blots  out  all  the  Lines  of  Beauty^  and  like 
I  6  x  Cloud- 
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^  Cloud  over  the  Sun,  intercepts  the  View  of 
all  that  was  otherwife  amiable,  rendering 
its  Blacknefs  the  more  obfervable,  by  being 
placed  near  fomewhat  that  was  apt  to  attract 

the  Eyes. 

Modefty  confines  not  its  felf  to  the  Face, 
it  is  there  only  in  Shadow  and  Effigy  $  it  is 
in  Life  and  Motion,  in  the  Words,  whence 
ihe  baniihes  all  Indecency  and  Rudenefs,  all 
Infolence  and  Difdain ,  with  whatever  elfe 
may  render  a  Perfon  troublefom  or  ridiculous 
to  Company.  It  does  not  only  refine  the 
Language,  it  often  modulates  the  Voice  and 
Accent,  it  admits  no  unhandfome  Earneft- 
nefsor  Lewdnefs  ofDifcourfe;  the  latter  of 
which  was  thought  fo  indecent  in  Carneadesr. 
tho'  in  his  publick  Le£ture,  that  the  Gym- 
nafiarch  reprov'd  him  for  it  -9  and  fure,  if  it 
were  not  allowable  to  a  Philofopher  in  his 
School,  it  will  lefs  become  a  Woman  iri  or- 
dinary Converfation.  A  Woman's  Tongue 
fhou'd  be  like  the  imaginary  Mufick  of  the 
Spheres,  fweet  and  charming,  but  not  to  be 
heard  at  a  diftance.  As  Modefty  prefcribes 
the  manner,  fo  it  does  alfo  the  meafure  of 
fpeakings  it  reftrains  all  excels  of  talking,  a 
Fault  incident  to  none  but  the  Bold.  To 
monopolize  the  Difcourfe  of  the  Company,, 
is  a  certain  Sign  of  the  good  Opinion  a  Per- 
fon has  of  himielfj  and  as  certain  a  way  to 
lofc  that  of  the  Company  y  every  onedefires 
i  to 
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to  be  heard  in  his  turn,  every  one  expe6te 
Applaufe  from  what  he  fays  ,  as  well  as  he 
who  woif  d  ingrofs  all :  He  who  wou'd  pleafe 
in  Convention,  muft  endeavour  to  pleafe 
others,  and  that  cannot  be  done  without 
hearing  them  with  good  liking,  with  which 
they  will  then  hear  you.  The  divine  Poet 
Herbert  fays  on  this  Oecafion,, 

.  A  civil  Gueji 

Will  no  more  talk  all^  than  eat  all  at  a  Feafi. 

To  be  always  talking  in  Company  is  af- 
fuming  an  infiifferable  Superiority  over  it  $ 
it  looks  as  if  you  took  them  for  your  Pupils, 
and  thought  they  wanted  your  Inftru&ion. 
The  wife  Socrates  faid,  It  is  Arrogance  to  [peak, 
all^  and  to  be  'willing  to  hear  nothing.  .  This 
is  a  Vice  in  both  Sexes  *,  the  forward  Cox* 
comb  is  fure  to  be  the  Jeft  or  Contempt 
of  thofe  he  is  eternally  talking  to,  and  the 
as  forward  Coquet  renders  her  felf  as  ridicu- 
lous as  fhe  thinks  fhe  is  engaging :  'Tis  an 
Infolence  unbecoming  a  Man,  and  more  e- 
fpecially  a  Woman. 

This  was  fo  much  the  Sentiments  of  the 
antient  Romans  ^  that  they  allow'd  not  Wo- 
men to  fpeak  publickly^  tho' it  were  in  their 
own  neceflary  Defence  3  infomuch ,  that 
when  Amafia  flood  forth  to  plead  her  own 
Caufe  in  the  Senate,,  they  look'd  on  it  as  fo. 

prodigious 


r8x  Mode  fly. 

prodigious  a  thing,  that  they  Tent  to  confult 
the  Oracle  what  it  portended  to  the  State: 
And  tho  thefe  firft  Severities  were  foon  loft 
in  the  Suceefles  of  that  Empire,  tho'  their 
Eaftern  Gonquefts  introduc'd  Luxury  and 
Corruption  of  Manners  y  yet  Valerius  Maxi- 
mus  cou'd  find  but  two  more  whofe  either 
Neceffity  or  Impudence  perfuaded  them  to 
repeat  this  unhandfome  Attempt. 

Is  not  the  Indecency  of  Talkativenefs  in 
Women  one  of  the  chief  Reafons  of  the 
Scandal  they  lie  under  on  that  Account, 
Tis  faid,  they  talk  too  much  becaufe  they 
fhou'd  talk  but  little,  and  when  they  err  in 
it,  'tis  the  more  obfervable  becaufe  it  is  un- 
handfome 5  whether  it  were  from  the  un- 
gracefulnefs  of  the  thing  or  from  the  Pro- 
penfion  Women  have  to  it,  I  fhall  not  deter- 
mine, but  we  find  the  Apoftle  very  earnefl  in 
his  Cautions  againft:  it :  In  his  Epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians  y  he  expreflly  enjoyns>  Women  to 
keep  Silence  in  the  Churchy  where  he  affirms 
it  a  Shame  for  them  to  fpeak.  Our  Quakers 
have  broke  in  upon  this  Injun&ion  y  the 
Pretence  they  have  for  it  is  no  great  Com^ 
pliment  to  the  Sex  5  they  alledge,  that  St. 
Paul  did  not  forbid  Women  to  teach  when 
infpir'd,  but-to  fpeak  to  one  another  and  di- 
llurb  the  Congregation,  as  if  their  Tongues 
were  always  fo  unruly,  that  Devotion  it  felf 
cou'd  not  keep  them  within  Bounds.  But 

leaving 


Modefly*  183 

leaving  thefe  Enthufiafts  to  their  Whimfies7 
tho*  St.  Paul's  Injunctions  ieem  here  only  re- 
ftrain'd  taEcclefiaftical  Aflemblies,  yet  there 
are  other  places  where  he  is  more  general, 
as  in  his  Epiillc  to  timothy j  Let  Women  learn 
in  Silence^  and:  again,  to  be  in  Silence.  I  hope 
we  lhall  not  be  accus'd  of  ill  Breeding,  for 
fetting  Scripture  before  the  Sex,  and  iliew- 
ing  what  they  are  enjoyn'd  to  there.  The 
Apoftle  grounds  his  Phrafe  not  only  on  the 
inferiority  of  the  Women  in  regard  of  the 
Creation  and  firft  Sin,  but  alfo  on  the  Pre- 
emption that  they  needed  Inftruction,  to* 
wrards  which.  Silence  has  always  been  reck- 
on'd  an  indifputable- Qualification,  the  intro- 
ductory Precept  in  all  Schools,  as  that  in 
which  all  Attention  is  founded.  If  feme  Wo- 
m  1  of  our  Age ,  favs  a  ferious  and  fenfible 
Author,  think  thsy  have  outgone  that  Novice 
State  the  Apoftle  foppofes^  and  want  no  teach- 
ing  ?  I  muft  crave  leave  to  believe  they  want 
that  very  firft  Principle  which  jhoitd  fet  them 
to  learny  the  Knowledge  of  their  own  Ignorance. 
A  Science  which  fo  grows  with  Study,  that 
Socrates  after  a  long  Life  fpent  in  purfuit  of 
Wifdom,  gave  this  as  the  Sum  of  his  Learn- 
ing, 'This  only  I  know^  that  I  know  nothing  •> 
a  Proficiency  that  is  much  wanting  to  the 
Talkers  of  both  Sexes,  who  confute  the  com- 
mon Maxim,  and  give  what  they  have  not 
by  making  their  Ignorance  vifible  to  others, 
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tho'  it  be  undifcernable  to  themfelves.  To 
fuch  may  not  unfitly  be  apply'd  the  Sarcafm 
of  Zeno  to  a  talkative  Youth  5  Their  Ears  are- 
fallen  into  their  Tongue.  Men  muft  not  af- 
fume  to  themfelves  a  Privilege  of  perpetually 
fpeaking,  becaufe  it  is  deny'd  to  Women.  It 
is  not  becoming  in  the  one  ,  becaufe  it  does 
not  become  the  other.  But  it  being  more 
indecent  and  more  obfervable  in  Women,  it 
is  therefore  preft  the  more  home  to  them 
to  beware  of  it. 

For  thofe  of  the  Sex  who  are  guilty  of 
this  Vice  are  generally  guilty  of  another , 
which  is  Slander  their  Tongue  runs  moft- 
ly  againft  fomebody  or  other^  whether  they 
have  or  have  not  offended  them :  They  ne- 
ver want  Matter,  either  from  their  own  In- 
vention, or  the  Invention  of  others.  Truth 
will  not  furnilh  them  with  half  an  Hours 
Converfation,  the  reft  of  it  is  made  up  with 
what  they  have  heard  or  invented  of  their 
Neighbours.  They  begin  always  with  a  due 
Abhorrence  of  the.  Crime  they  are  about  to 
commit.  They  will  by  no  means  wrong  the 
injur'd  Perfon,  and  then  they  do  it  as  mali- 
cioufly  and  effe£hially  as  they  can.  It  is  to 
be  hop'd  it  prevails  moftly  among  the  Vul- 
gar \  but  the  Great  have  alfo  their  fcandalous 
Chronicles^  and  they  manage  themfelves  in  a 
great  meafure,  as  if  the  belt  way  for  them 
to  fecure  their  own  Reputation,  was  to  black- 
en 
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en  others.  The  Education  of  the  Noble 
fiiou'd  fet  them  above  fuch  bafe  and  mean 
Entertainments.  But  as  Tatling  is  the  Ef- 
fect of  Idlenefs,  it  is  not  unreafonably  to  be 
fear'd,  that  where  there  is  moft  of  the  Caufe, 
there  will  be  fome  of  the  Effect  $  and  indeed 
it  wou'd  puzle  one  to  conje&ure  how  that 
round  of  formal  Vifits  among  Perfons  of 
Quality  ihou'd  be  kept  up  without  this  in- 
ceflant  Chat  of  Calumny.  Can  their  Vifits 
only  be  a  dumb  Shew  ?  Does  the  Converfa- 
tion  roll  upon  the  unfalhionable  Theme  of 
Piety,  Virtue,  Wifdom  and  Difcretion  ?  Is 
good  Houfewifery  one  of  the  dull  Topicks 
they  handle  there?  When  the  News  from 
the  Opera  and  Play-houfe  is  run  over,  what 
remains  but  that  of  the  Park  and  the  Aflem- 
bly  ?  Thence  arife  a  thoufand  Subjefts  of  Scan- 
dal, which  is  a  moft  inexhauitible  Referve.  It 
has  fo  many  Springs  to  feed  it,  it  is  fcarce 
poffible  it  fhould  fail.  It  flatters  the  Envy 
of  fome,  the  Spleen  of  others,  the  Revenge 
of  Rivals,  either  in  Love  or  Splendor,  Paf- 
fions  which  the  Sex  are  the  more  fubjeft  to, 
the  lefs  they  are  naturally  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  them .  But  this  Vice  of  Slander  is 
not  more  frequently  introduced  by  any  thing 
than  the  Vanity  ot  the  Wit,  which  has  no 
where  a  more  free  and  exorbitant  Range,  than 
in  cenfuring  or  deriding :  It  finds  not  only  Ex* 
evcife  but  Triumph  too.    Vain  Perfons  fek 

dom 
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dom  confidering  the  Infirmities  or  Follies  of 
others  without  fome  Complacences  andaflii* 
ming  Refle&ions  on  themfelves,  which 
how  difegreeable  it  renders  this  Liberty  of 
Talking  to  that  Modefty  we  recommend, 
is  obvious  enough :  and  would  God  it  were 
only  oppofite  to  that.  It  is  no  lefs  fo  to  all 
the  Obligations  of  Juftice  and  Charity,  which 
are  fcarcely  fo  frequently  violated  by  any 
thing,  as  by  this  Licence  of  the  Tongue. 

Another  Vice  of  this  kind  which  the  Sex 
is  generally  charg'd  with,,  is  the  revealing  of 
Secrets  >  an  Infirmity  prefum'd  fo  incident 
to  them,  that  Arifiotle  is  faid  to  have  made 
it  one  of  the  three  things  he  folemnly  re- 
pented of,  that  he  had  ever  trufted  a  Secret 
with  a  Woman-  By  how  much  the  grea- 
ter Prejudice  they  lie  under  in  this  refpefr, 
the  greater  ought  to  be  their  Caution  to 
vindicate,  not  only  themfelves ,  but  their 
Sex  from  the  Imputation,  which  is  indeed 
extreamly  reproachful.  This  blabbing  Hu- 
mour  being  a  Symptom  of  a  loofe  impotent 
Soul,  a  kind  of  Incontinence  of  the  Mind, 
that  can  retain  nothing  committed  to  it  > 
but  as  if  that  alio  had  its  diabetick  Paflion, 
perpetually  and  almoft  infenfibly  evacuating 
all.  However  willing  Men  are  to  appropri- 
ate this  to  the  Sex,  yet  the  Fault  is  owing 
only  to  an  ill  Conftitution  of  Mind  >  for 
there  are  Liitancesof  heroickTaciturnitv  in 

Wo* 
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Women ,  as  fhining  as  any  the  Men  can 
boaft;  in  whom  this  ill  Conftitution  is  often 
no  lefs  vifible.  Thofe  Women  who  byRea- 
fon  and  Virtue  have  acquired  a  Firmnefs  and 
Solidity  of  Soul,  are  as  fbre  Repositories  of 
a  Secret  as  the  moft  mafculine  Confident  : 
Such  therefore  fhou'd  be  clear'd  of  the  ge- 
neral Aceufation  5  and  their  Example  ftiews 
the  reft,  that  Nature  has  put  them  under 
no  fatal  Neceflity  of  being  thus  impotent. 
A  Secret  is  no  fuch  unruly  thing  but  it  may 
be  kept  in ;  they  may  take  the  wife  Man's 
Word  for  it,  If  thou  haft  heard  a  Word  let 
it  die  with  thee,  and  behold  it  will  not  bur  ft 
thee. 

Thefe  Reflections  are  in  a  particular  man- 
ner addreft  to  the  fofter  Sex  5  not  but  that 
they  are  ufeful  to  Men  too ,  Modefty  being 
a  Virtue  in  them  as  well  as  Women,  as  ii  is 
oppos'd  to  Impudence.  To  have  that  Com- 
mand of  ones  felf,  as  faithfully  to  keep  the 
Secrets  we  are  intruded  with,  ftiews  a  ltrong 
Mind ,  and  is  a  piece  of  daring  Manlinefs, 
which  Women  may  affeft  without  breach  ot% 
Modefty.  It  wou'd  be  well  if  they  wou'd  take 
it  in  exchange  for  that  virile  Boldnefs  which 
is  now  too  common  even  among  Ladies.  Such 
a  degenerate  Age  do  we  live  in,  that  every 
thing  feems  inverted  >  the  different  Manners 
of  Sexes  are  confounded  5  Men  fall  into  the 
Effeminacy  and  Delicacy  of  Women ,  and 

Wo- 
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Women  take  up  the  Confidence,  the  Bold- 
ne&ofMen,  under  a  Notion  of  good  Breed- 
ing. A  Blufh ,  formerly  reputed  the  Co- 
lour of  Virtue,  is  reckon'd  worfe  Manners 
than  thofe  things  which  ought  to  occafion 
it.  How  do  they  fland  the  Infults  of  Lewd- 
nefs  at  the  Theatre?  and  to  blufh  at  them 
wou'd  be  accounted  a  Weaknefs,  which  no- 
thing but  the  Simplicity  of  a  Country  Girl 
cou'd  exciile.  A  Weaknefs  that  foon  wears 
offin  thofe  who  bring  it  to  Town  with  them  : 
A  few  Weeks  Play-houfe  Difcipline  polifhes 
them  of  that  Rufticity,  and  advances  them 
to  a  modifh  Aflurance,  which  feldom  termi- 
nates in  it  felfj  but  is  defign'd  tocaiTy  them 
on  till  they  arrive  at  a  perfeft  Metamorpho- 
fis.  Their  Gefture,  their  Language,  nay, 
their  Habit  too,  being  affe£tedly  Mafculine, 
they  have  Men  to  ferve  them  even  in  their 
Bedchambers,  and  make  no  fcruple  of  re- 
ceiving Vifits  in  their  Beds,  to  imitate  the 
Freedom  of  the  French^  free  only  in  Vanity 
and  Impudence,  and  Slaves  in  every  thing 
die.  I  have  already  obferv'd  under  the  Arti- 
cle of  Drefs,  what  Offence  they  give  to  Mo- 
defty by  their  Riding  Habits  >  we  may  apply 
to  them  what  'Tacitus  fpeaks  of  Vitellius^  in 
relation  to  his  being  a  Prince,  If  others  did 
not  remember  them  to  be  IVomen ,  them/elves 
courd  eaftly  forget  it. 
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Was  this  Affectation  confin'd  to  indiffe- 
rent things  it  were  more  tolerable  >  but  alas! 
it  extends  farther  5  and  there  are  Women, 
who  think  they  have  not  made  a  fufficient 
Efcape  from  their  Sex,   till  they  have  af- 
finrfd  the  Vices  of  Men  too.  A  fober,  mo- 
deft  Dialed:  is  too  effeminate  for  them  5  a 
bluftering,  ranting  Stile  is  taken  up  j  and  to 
Ihew  their  Proficiency  in  it,  adorn'd  with 
as  manv  Oaths  and  Imprecations,  as  if  they 
had  had  their  Breeding  in  a  Camp,  and 
meant  to  vindicate  their  Sex  from  the  Im- 
putation of  Timeroufnefs,  by  daring  God 
Almighty.  Whatfliall  we  lay  of  thole  Great 
Ones,  whom  neither  the  Majefty  of  Heaven, 
nor  the  Prefence  of  their  Prince,  can  keep 
within  the  Bounds  of  Religion  and  Decen- 
cy ?  who  think  their  Quality  excufes  their 
Boldnefs,  and  takes  off  all  that  Y  fhocking 
in  Impudence.    Fly  them,  ye  Fair  ones,  as 
you  wou'd  Infection^  for  know,  there  is  no 
Peftilence  fo  fatal,   as  that  which  touches 
the  Mind    and  no  Death  fo  dreadful,  as  that 
which  is  eternal.  An  Oath  has  a  harlh  Sound 
in  any  ones  Mouth,  but  it  is  horrible  out  of 
aWomansj  there  is  no  Noife  on  this  fide 
Hell  which  can  be  more  amazingly  odious  y 
yet  this  terrible  Difcord  has  fome  exaited 
Names  introduced  in  theMufick  of  ih&Brir 
1  '  ti]h  Language.    Happy  for  us  had  we  been 
j '  ltiii  Strangers  to  them,  and  to  their  bold  and 
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wanton  Airs  in  all  things.  'Tis  fcandalous 
among  civiliz'd  People  in  the  dark  Kingdoms 
of  Popery  what  then  {hou'd  it  be  in  thofe 
that  have  the  glorious  Light  of  the  Refor- 
mation ?  Female  Swearers  want  the  wret- 
ched Pretence  Men  make  ufe  of  to  excufe 
them.  Cuftomwasfo  far  from  drawing  them 
into  it,  that  they  muft  have  been  forc'd  to 
ftruggle  hard  with  it,  and  cou'd  not,  with- 
out taking  Pains,  acquire  fo  hateful  and  fo 
unnatural  an  Habit.  They  have  been  very 
kind  to  the  other  Sex  in  this  Experiment , 
by  fhewing  the  World  there  can  be  fome- 
thing  worfe. 

Few  of  thefe  She  Bullies  flop  here.  If 
they  Swear,  they  will  very  often  ufurp  ano- 
ther beaftly  Vice  of  the  Mens,  Drinking  : 
A  Vice  deteftable  in  all ,  but  prodigious  in 
Women;  who  put  a  double  Violence  on 
their  Nature,  the  one  in  the  Intemperance, 
the  other  in  the  Immodefty  5  and  tho'  they 
may  take  the  immediate  Copy  from  Men,, 
yet  to  the  Praife  of  their  Proficiency,  they 
outdo  their  Exemplar,  and  draw  nearer  the 
Original  y  nothing  humane  being  fo  much 
a  Bead  as  a  drunken  Woman.  This  is  evi- 
dent, if  we  look  only  to  the  meer  Surface 
of  the  Crime  >  but  if  we  dive  farther  into 
its  Inferences  and  Adherences  ,  the  BealHi- 
nefs  of  it  is  equally  abominable  and  damna- 
ble.   She  who  is  firft  a  Proftitute  to  Wine 
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will  foon  be  to  Luft  alfo  ->  fhe  has  difmift  her 
Guards,  difcarded  all  the  Suggeftions  of  Rea- 
fon  as  well  as  Religion,  and  is  at  the  Mercy 
of  any,  of  every  Aflailant  :  And  when  we 
confider  how  much  fuller  the  World  is  of 
jimmonsxhzn  of  Jofephs,  it  will  not  be  hard 
to  guefo  the  Fate  of  that  Woman's  Chafti- 
ty,  which  has  no  other  Bottom  than  that  of 
Mens.  Thus  unlefe  her  Vice  fecure  herVir- 
rue,  and  theLoathfomenefsof  one,  prevents 
Attempts  on  the  other  ,  'tis  fcarce  to  be 
imagin'd,  that  a  Woman  who  lofes  her  So- 
briety fhou'd  keep  her  Honefty.  This  Vice, 
as  well  as  others,  has  gain'd  ground  in  our 
Days  more  than  ever.  It  is  to  be  hop'dtbat 
the  Scandal  of  the  Times  abufes  the  Sex,  in 
the  Reports  of  their  immoderate  Ufe  of  ftrong 
Drinks :  Let  them  have  a  care  how  they  give 
way  to  it  3  'twill  fteal  upon  them,  and  in- 
creafe  infenfibly,  and  what  they  at  firfl:  dare 
not  do  out  of  their  Clofets,  they  will  in  time 
<lo  openly  and  without  Shame.  Let  them  af- 
fect Indigeitions  for  the  fake  of  the  Cordials, 
that  little  Piece  of  Modelty  will  leave  them, 
when  Cuftom  has  taken  off  the  Indecency  of 
drinking  them.  It  feldom  Hops  there,  and 
was  the  Infamy  that  attends  it  in  this  World 
its  only  Puniihment,  a  Woman  fhou'd,  me- 
thinks,  have  an  Abhorrence  for  a  Vice  which 
will  certainly  make  her  abhorr'd. 
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Having  confider'd  Modefty  ,  as  it  is  op- 
posed to  Boldnefs  and  Indecency,  let  us  now 
confider  it  as  opposed  to  Levity  and  Wan- 
tonnefs. 

In  this  Senfe  we  {hall  find  it  the  moll  in- 
■difpenfible  Requifite  of  a  Woman,  fo  eflen- 
tial  and  natural  to  the  Sex ,  that,  <is  far  as 
{lie  departs  from  it ,  fo  far  does  {he  depart 
from  Womanhood  itfelf  y  but  the  total  a- 
bandoning  it  ranks  Women  among  Brutes  y 
nay ,  it  lets  them  as  far  below  them  as  ac- 
quir'd  Vilenefs  is  below  a  native:  'Tis  fo 
much  an  Inftinft  of  Nature  that  tho'  many 
fupprefs  it  in  themfelves,  yet  they  may  not 
fo  darken  the  Notion  in  others  but  that  an 
impudent  Woman  is  lookt  on  as  a  kind  of 
Monfter,  a  thing  diverted  and  diftorted  from 
its  proper  Form. 

The  Repugnancy  there  is  in  Nature  to 
Impudence  appears  in  the  Struggling  and 
Difficulty  in  the  firft  Violations  of  iVlodeity, 
which  always  begins  with  Regrets  and 
Blufhes,  and  requires  a  great  deal  of  Self-De- 
nial, much  of  vicious  Fortitude  to  encounter 
with  the  Recoilings  and  Upbraidmgs  of  their 
own  Minds. 

'Tis  a  melancholy  Refle&ion  that,  in  this 
alfo,  our  Age  has  arriv'd  to  as  compendious 
Arts  of  this  kind  as  induftrious  Vice  can 
fuggeil,  and  we  have  but  too  many  Inftan- 
ces  of  early  Proficients  in  this  Learning* 

yet 
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vet  I  dare  appeal  even  to  the  forwarded  of 
them,  whether  at  firll  they  cou'd  not  with 
more  Eafe  have  kept  their  Virtue  than  loll 
it?  The  Horrors  and  Shame  which  precede 
thofe  firft  Guilts  are  fo  great,  that  they  muft 
certainly  commit  a  Rape  upon  themfelves, 
force  their  own  Reluctances  and  Averfions 
before  they  can  become  willing  Proftitutes 
to  others.   This  their  Seducers  feemwell  to 
underftand,  and  upon  that  Score  are  at  the 
Pains  of  fo  many  preparatory  Courtings  , 
fuch  Expence  of  Time  and  "Money,  as  if 
this  was  fo  uncouth  a  Crime  that  there  was 
no  Hope  to  introduce  it ,   but  by  a  Confe- 
deracy of  fome  more  familiar  Vices ;  their 
Pride  or  Covetoufnefs,  their  Love  of  Mirth 
and  good  Cheer  ,    Dancings  and  Mufick  $ 
where  feveral  Freedoms,  innocent  in  them- 
felves, lead  the  way  to  others  which  are  cri- 
minal :  Wherefore  the  bell  way  for  Women 
to  countermine  thofe  Stratagems  of  Men  is 
to  be  fuperciliouily  vigilant  even  of  the  fir  ft 
x^pproaches.    He  who  means  to  defend  a 
Fort  muft  not  abandon  the  Outworks  5  and 
fhe  who  will  fecure  her  Chaftity  muft  never 
let  it  come  to  a  clofe  Siege ,  but  repel  the 
moft  remote  Infinuations  of  a  Tempter. 
When  we  fpeak  of  Modefty,  in  our  prefent 
Notion  of  it ,  we  are  not  to  oppofe  it  only 
to  the  grofler  A£l  of  Incontinency, .  but  to 
all  thofe  Misbehaviours  which  either  difco- 
VoL  L  K  ver 
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ver  or  create  an  Inclination  to  it ;  of  which 
fort  is  all  Lightnefs  of  Carriage,  wanton 
Glances,  obfcene  Difcourfe,  things  which 
fhew  a  Woman  fo  weary  of  her  Honour, 
that  the  next  Comer  may  reafonably  expcft 
a  Surrender,  and  confequently  be  invited  to 
the  Aflault.  There  is  a  Lightnefs  of  Car- 
riage which  may  be  criminal,  tho'  without 
any  intended  Incontinency,  as  it  enflamcs 
Defire  in  the  Beholder,  whether  it  is  grati- 
fy'd  or  not.  This  Lightnefs  is  what  Women 
are  far  from  thinking  a  Vice  ->  it  gives  them 
an^/V,  as  they  call  it,  and  Affe&ation  which 
is  always  an  Offence  to  Modefty.  As  for 
the  Efiraitcrie  of  vicious  Women ,  it  is  fo 
grofs  that  it  deferves  not  to  be  corrected  with 
Lectures  only  >  and  where  fomc  have  not  a- 
bandoned  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  Licence 
in  Lewdnefs,  yet  their  Looks,  their  Ge- 
ftures,  their  Wit  if  they  have  any,  tend  all 
to  Temptation,  they  will  charm  at  all  Ven- 
tures, they  will  be  admir'd,  be  belov'd,  and 
to  compafs  their  Ends,  exchange  that  truly 
lovely  Simplicity,  which  was  the  Ornament 
■of  the  Women  of  old,  for  a  forward  bidding 
Impudence,  which  is  forbidding  to  all  Men 
of  Senfe  and  Delicacy.  One  wonders  how 
young  Women  fo  ibon  acquire  this  impu- 
dent Carriage ,  fo  contrary  to  their  native 
.Modefty :  It  may  firft  be  taken  up  as  Faihion 
inDrefs,  merely  in  Imitation  of  others,  and 
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embrac'd  implicitly  upon  the  Authority  of 
thofe  whofe  Examples  govern  the  Mode, 
When  a  filly  Girl  has  ftill  fo  much  of  the 
Child  as  to  admire  everything  that  glitters, 
fees  thefe  things  praftis'd  by  the  gay  People 
of  the  World ,  'tis  not  ftrangc  if  fhe  takes 
them  as  a  part  of  their  Accomplishments,  and 
upon  peril  of  that  formidable  Calamity  of 
being  unfafhionable,   conforms  to  them  5 
which  does  not  fo  much  extenuate  the 
Guilt  of  thofe  few  feduced  Perfons,  as  it 
aggravates  that  of  the  Seducers,  and  attefts 
the  Corruptions  of  rthe  Age  ,    that  thofe 
things  which  thelefs  harden 'd  fort  of  Profti- 
tutes  were  formerly  afham'd  of,  fhould  now 
pafs  into  the  Frequency  and  Avowednefs  of  a 
Fafiiion,  and  become  a  part  of  the  Difcipline 
of  Youth  >  as  if  Vice  now  difdain'd  to  have 
any  Punies  in  its  School ,  and  therefore  by 
a  prepofterous  Anticipation  makes  its  Pupils 
begin  where  they  were  wont  to  end,  initia- 
ting them  firft  into  that  Shamefulnefs,  which 
was  wont  to  be  the  Produd  only  of  a  long 
Habit.    This  is  not  the  only  State  of  Dan- 
ger, they  who  keep  their  Ranks,  and  tho* 
they  do  not  provoke  AfTaults,  yet  ftay  to 
receive  them,  may  be  far  enough  from  Safe- 
ty.  She  who  lends  a  patient  Ear  to  the  Praife 
jof  her  Wit  and  Beauty ,   may  do  it  at  firft 
perhaps  to  gratifie  Vanity  only  >  but  the 
Flattery  bewitches  her  in  the  end,  and  fhe 
K  z  infenfibly 
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infenfibiy  declines  to  a  Kindnefs  for  that 
Perfon  who  values  her  fo  much :  She  will 
begin  with  thinking  his  Paflion  is  only  an 
Eiteem,  and,  as  fuch ,  chcrifli  that  out  of 
Vanity  which  {he  afterwards  will  reward 
out  of  Love :  She  will  be  apt  to  put  the  beft 
Conftru6tion  on  whatever  he  fays  and  does  $ 
his  RudenefTes  will  be  taken  for  the  Vio- 
lence of  his  Paflion,  and  eafily  obtain  Par- 
don :  She,  by  degrees,  fuffers  in  him  what 
fhe  wou'd  take  to  be  infolent  in  another  -y 
and  fancying  in  herfelf  that  one  who  loves 
her  fo  much  can  never  have  a  Thought  that's 
injurious  to  her  ,  fhe  forgets  that  all  his 
Compliments  are  mercenary ,  all  his  Paflion 
Luft ,  that  to  hear  him  is  immodeft,  to  be 
pleas'd  with  him  wicked  \  and  if  fhe  does  not 
fly  in  time,  fhe  will  catch  the  Flame  that  is 
kindled  in  him ,  and  they  both  perifh  in  it 
for  ever. 

Have  a  care  how  you  prefume  on  the  In- 
nocence of  your  firit  Intentions  you  may 
as  well,  upon  the  Confidence  of  a  found 
Conititution,  enter  a  Peft-Houfe,  and  con- 
verfe  with  the  Plague,  whofe  Contagion 
does  not  more  fubtly  infinuate  itfelf  than 
this  fort  of  Temptation.  And  as  in  that 
Cafe  a  Woman  wou'd  notftayto  defirewhat 
were  the  critical  .Diftance  at  which  flie 
might  approach  with  Safety,  but  wou'd 
run  as  far  from  it  as  Hie  cou'd  5  fo  in  this  it 
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no  lefs  concerns  her  to  remove  herfelf  from 
the  Poflibility  of  Danger,  and  how  unfafhio- 
nable  foever  it  be  ,  to  put  on  fuch  a  fevere 
Modefty,  that  her  very  Looks  may  guard 
her,  and  difcourage  the  moft  impudent  At- 
tack. For  'tis  certain  a  modeft  Countenance 
gives  a  Check  to  Luft  y  there  is  fomething 
awful,  as  if  there  was  fomething  divine  in 
it  j  and  with  all  the  Simplicity  of  Innocence, 
it  has  a  commanding  Power  that  reftrains 
the  Fury  of  De-fire.  'Tis  faid  of  Philope- 
mer^  that  the  Spartans  found  it  their  Interelt 
to  corrupt  him  with  Money,  they  were  vet 
fo  poflelt  with  the  Reverence  of  his  Vir- 
tues that  none  durft  undertake  to  attack  him, 
and  Women  may  very  well  arrive  at  the  fame 
Security.  Such  an  Authority  there  is  in 
Virtue,  that  where  'tis  eminent,  'tis  apt  to 
controul  all  loofe  Appetites,  and  he  mull 
not  only  be  luftful  but  facrilegious,  who  at- 
tempts to  violate  fuch  a  San£hiary. 

A  great  Hindrance  to  the  putting  on 
this  Bufinefs  of  Behaviour  is  the  Fear  of 
Women  to  lofe  any  of  the  Glory  of  their 
Beauty  by  it>  a  fettled  Look  does  not  give 
fo  much  Grace  as  a  Smile.  They  learn  the 
Art  of  Languifhments  of  the  Eye,  to  give 
Life  to  unborn  Paffion,  even  by  dying  Glan- 
ces ;  and  they  flatter  themfelves  that  the 
Tendernefs  they  affe£t  to  move,  may  pafs  off 
for  Innocence,  and  thofe  Languilhments 
K  3  them- 
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themfelves  for  Modefty.    There  is  an  Im* 
pudence  in  the  very  bafhful  part  of  their  Be- 
haviour* the  Flutter  of  the  Fan,  theAuk- 
wardnefs  of  the  Look,  the  Diforder  of  the 
Gefture  at  hearing  what  they  fhou'd  know 
nothing  of,  warm  the  Imagination  of  thofe 
Men  that  fee  them  ->  and  if  thefe  modeft  Wo- 
men cou'd  not,  as  they  pretend,  bear  the  In- 
folence  of  Vice,   they  wou'd  rather  avoid 
than  defy  them.    Thofe  who  to  make  fure 
work  leave  no  Beauty  conceaPd ,  thinking 
Cuftomexcufes  the  expofingall ,  have  been 
taught  already,  that  miferable  are  the  Tro- 
phies of  Beauty  which  are  raised  on  the  Ru- 
ines  of  Vertue  and  Honour  •>  and  fhe,  who 
to  boaft  the  length  of  her  Hair,  fliou'dhang 
her  felf  in  it,  wou'd  but  a6t  the  fame  Folly 
in  a  lower  Inftance.    It  has  been  obferv'd, 
that  the  Ends  of  Vice  are  very  feldom  gained 
by  the  Means  it  makes  ufe  of  -y  and  in  this 
of  Immodefty,  the  bold,  forward  Beauty 
is  not  fo  fure  of  Conqueft  as  the  fhy  and 
innocent.    Mankind  elteems  thofe  things 
moft  which  are  at  a  diftance  5  whereas  an  eafy 
and  cheap  Compliance  begets  Contempt. 
While  Women  govern  themfelves  by  the 
exa£fc  Rule  of  Prudence,  their  Luftre  is  like 
the  Meridian  Sun  in  its  Brightnefs,  which, 
tho'  lefs  approachable,  is  counted  more  glo- 
rious.   How  often  do  you  hear  Men  com- 
mend that  Afpeft  of  Modefly  which  they 
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wou'd  fain  circumvent  ?  If  Women  affeft 
Finery  and  Comelinefs  to  render  themfelves 
agreable  only,  let  them  know,  they  are  never 
fo  comely  and  fine,  as  when  they  are  cloathed 
in  Virgin  Modefty  never  fo  amiable  as  when 
they  are  adorn'd  with  the  Beauties  of  Inno- 
cence and  Virtue  :  By  being  referv'd,  their 
Triumph  will  be  the  move  illuftricus  3  Parley 
and  Conqueft  are  the  molt  diliant  things.  She 
who  defcends  to  treat  with  an  Aflailant, 
whatever  he  may  tell  her  of  being  her  Cap- 
tive, his  Purpofe  is  to  make  her  his.  He 
pretends  to  be  entirely  at  her  Devotion,  when 
all  the  while  he  is  working  her  Deftru&ion* 
The  Servitude  of  a  Proltitute  is  the  moll 
flavilli  in  the  World  5  for  befides  all  the  In- 
terefts  of  another  Life,  which  (he  bafely  re- 
figns,- fhefacrificesall  that  is  valuable  in  this; 
She  puts  her  Reputation  wholly  in  the 
Power  of  him  who  has  debauch'd  her,  and 
which  is  worfe,  her  Reformation  too.  If 
fhe  fhou'd  have  a  mind  to  return  to  Virtue* 
£he  dares  not  for  fear  he  fhou'd  divulge  her 
former  ftrayings  from  it.  Thus,  like  Cata- 
line^  fhe  is  engag'd  to  future  Evils ,  to  fe- 
cure  the  paft  :  She  fubje&s  her  felf  not 
only  to  his  Luft  ,  but  to  all  his  Humours 
and  Fancies  i  and  not  only  to  his  r  but  to 
the  Fancies  and  Humours  of  all  thofe  who 
had  been  inltrumental  to  their  Privacies: 
None  of  them  all  mull:  be  difpleas'd,  for  fear 
K  4  tiiey 
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they  fhould  blab  >  and  when  'tis  remember'd 
what  fort  of  Cattel  they  are,  which  are  Enqui- 
rers in  fuch  Affairs,  there  can  fcarce  be  any 
thing  more  deplorable,  than  to  be  within 
their  Lafh.  'Tis  true  indeed,  fome  have 
found  a  way  to  cure  this  uneafinefs,  by  be- 
ing their  own  Delators,  not  only  confeiling, 
but  boafting  the  Crime  :  They  imagine 
they  can  prevent  Accufation  by  Impudence, 
and  by  feeming  to  defpife  Shame ,  endea- 
vour to  avoid  it.  What  Mifery  are  fuch 
Creatures  fallen  into  !  need  there  be  a  Hell 
to  punilh  them  ?  They  are  infulted  by 
Wretches  as  miferable  as  themfelves,  and 
have  no  Defence  againft  their  Infults,  but 
that  of  Infallibility.  Thofe  of  them  that 
are  lead  abandon'd,  have  often  Recourfe  to 
this  worft  of  Mifchiefs  to  refcue  them  from 
Infamy,  impatient  of  being  always  in  Awe, 
they  think  as  Ccefar  did,  "Tis  better  to  die 
once  than  be  always  in  Fear  $  tho'  an  o- 
pen  Defiance  of  Reproach  may  cure  the 
Fear,  yet  it  proves  the  Fault j  whereas 
in  the  Impeachment  of  others  ,  there  is 
place  for  Doubt,  and  Charity  may  incline 
fome  to  disbelieve  it.  To  juiiify  the  Fact 
makes  the  Evidence  uncontroulable  ,  and 
renders  the  Offender  doubly  infamous  -y  for 
belides  the  Infamy  which  adheres  to  the 
Crime,  there  is  a  diftinft  Portion  due  to 
the  Impudence  }  yet  like  the  Scorpion ,  it 
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muft  cure  its  own  Sting,  and  tho'  it  en- 
creafes  the  Obloquy,  yet  it  deadens  theSenfe 
of  it. 

When  their  Foreheads  are  thus  fteePd  a- 
gainft  all  Impreftions  of  Shame,  they  are  ftill 
liable  to  any  other  painful  Effe&s  of  their 
Sin.    What  Fears  of  being  left,  what  Jea- 
loufies  of  Rivals  do  often  torture  them  ?  and 
not  without  Ground ,  for  they  cannot  but 
know ,  that  the  fame  Humour  of  Variety 
which  engag'd  their  Gallants  in  their  Love, 
may  do  the  fame  for  another,  and  another, 
and  fo  on  •>  in  which  they  will  often  have 
the  Mortification  to  fee  themfelves  negledtcd 
and  forfaken  for  fuch  as  have  neither  their 
Beauty  nor  their  Wit :  Fancy  being  the  Ty- 
rant of  this  Paffion,  it  is  as  poflible  to  grafp 
Air,  as  to  confine  a  wandring  Luft.  Befides, 
what  anxious  Apprehenfions  have  they  of  the 
Approach  of  Age,  which  they  are  fure  will 
render  them  loath'd  and  defpicable,  as  al- 
fo  of  all  intermediate  Decays  of  Beauty  ? 
How  critically  do  they  examine  their  Glafs  ? 
and  every  Wrinkle  it  reprefents  in  their 
Face,  becomes  a  deep  Gafh  in  the  Heart. 
But  if  they  have  at  any  time  the  Leifure^ 
or  indeed  the  Courage  to  look  inward  y 
the  View  is  yet  more  dreadful,  a  deform'd 
Soul,  fpoiPd  of  its  Innocence,  and  render'd 
almoft  as  brutifh  as  the  Sin  it  has  confented 
to.    Tho'  it  be  in  fome  Refpeft  like  the  Beaft 
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that  perijheth^  it  is  not,  it  cannot  be  in  that 
which  wou'd  avail  it  moft :  An  cndlefs  Be- 
ing it  cannot  lofe,  nor  can  it  expe6t  any  thing 
from  that  Pre-eminence  of  its  Nature,  but 
an  infinity  of  Mifery.  This  isfuch  an  ama- 
zing Confideration,  as  methinks,  fhou'd  al- 
lay the  hotteft  Blood  ,  no  impure  Flames 
being  fo  fierce  as  to  conteft  with  thofe  of 
unquenchable  Fire :  'Tis  therefore  a  very  im- 
pious, yet  no  unskilful  Artifice  of  thofe  who 
wou'd  corrupt  the  Manners  of  Women,  to 
vitiate  their  Principles,  and  by  extinguifh- 
ing  all  Hopes  or  Fears  of  another  World,  per* 
fuade  them  to  immerfe  boldly  into  all  the  A- 
bominationsof  this.  They  find  them  eafily 
deluded  where  they  defire  to  be  fo:  They 
believe  what  is  moil  pleafing  to  Luft :  They 
wou'd  have  a  full  fwing  of  Pleafure  upon 
Earth,  andfuch  can  never  have  any  hope,  any 
defire  of  thejoys  of  Heaven  :They  bury  them- 
felves  in  Senfe,  and  without  fevere  Repen- 
tance, will  never  rife  again  but  to  Eternal 
Damnation  :  They  wifh  there  may  be  no 
future  Life,  knowing  that  it  muft  be  a  ter- 
rible one  to  them,  by  their  manner  of  fpen- 
ding  this  :  They  defy  the  Almighty  daily 
by  their  Impurities ;  can  they  think  of  ap- 
pearing before  him,  to  give  an  Account  of 
their  wicked  Lives  without  Horror  ?  Wou'd 
it  not  be  better  for  them  there  fhou'd  be  no 
God  before  whom  to  appear,  than  an  Om- 

nifcient 


nifcient  All-feeing  One,  who  has  been  a  Wit- 
nefs  of  their  molt  fecret  Sins,  and  even  the 
Pollution  of  their  Hearts.  The  Mountains 
they  will  call  upon  to  cover  them  from  the 
Prefenceof  the  God  of  Purity,  are  immove- 
able, and  they  mull  ftand  fully  expos'd  to  his 
intolerable  Wrath.  Better  for  them  that 
theycou'd  return  to  their  original  Nothing  5 
and  becaufe  it  is  fo  much  for  their  Interelt, 
that  there  fhou'd  be  no  God ,  the  way  to 
feduce  them,  is  to  perfuade  them  there  is  none. 
This  is  now*  an  Art  of  Courtfhip  y  this  Age 
dares  not  truft  only  to  the  former  ways  of  Se- 
ducement,  the  Tempter  is  for  Body  and  Soul, 
by  corrupting  the  one  with  UnchafHty,  and 
the  other  with  Infidelity,  by  vitiating  their 
Morals,  and  fecuring  their  Impenitence, 
Many  Women  are  fo  much  more  concerned 
for  their  Bodies  than  their  Souls,  that  they 
are  contented  the  one  fliou'd  be  elevated  up- 
on the  Depreffion  of  the  other :  While  with 
a  vainTranfport  they  can  hear  this  outward 
Form  applauded ,  as  Angelical  or  Divine  * 
they  can  very  tamely  endure  to  hear  their 
Better  part  vilify'd  and  defpis'd  ,  defin'd  to 
be  only  a  Puff  of  Air  in  their  Noftrils,  which 
will  fcatter  with  their  expiring  Breath,  or 
in  the  Atheift's  Phrafe,  Vanijh  as  the  [oft  Air. 
Whereas  they  fhou'd  confider,  that  they  who 
preach  this  Dodrine  to  them,  defignitonly 
to  infer  a  pernicious  Ufe.    'Tis  a  Maxim  in 
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Politicks,  that  thofe  Counfels  fhou'd  be  Ef- 
ficiently fcan'd ,  which  carry  in  the  Front 
the  Adverfary's  Intereft.  This  is  certainly 
never  more  vifible  than  in  the  Cafe  we  are 
difcourfingof  5  he  who  has  oncegain'd  this 
Point ,  never  needing  to  conteft  for  all  the 
reft :  For  he  who  can  perfuade  a  Woman  out 
of  her  Soul  will  foon  command  her  Body  : 
Then  what  was  at  firft  his  Intereft  becomes 
hers  at  laftj  and  her  Willies  of  the  Immor- 
tality of  the  Soul  are  much  ftronger  than 
'tis  poflible  her  Belief  cou'd  be  y  which  is  an 
abundant  Confirmation  of  what  has  been  af- 
firm'd  of  the  fervile  wretched  Condition  of 
fuch  a  Perfon.  I  doubt  not  the  Confcien- 
ces  of  many  cannot  only  atteft  ,  but  much 
improve  the  Defcription  of  the  deplorable 
State  they  are  in.  Confult  that  Bofom  Mo- 
nitor ,  you  who  have  offended,  without  that, 
all  Le&ures  of  Modefty  and  Ihnocence  will 
be  infignificant. 

Thofe  who  are  yet  untainted,  and  by  be- 
ing fo  have  their  Judgments  clear  and  un- 
biafs'd,  fhou'd  foberly  confider  the  Mifery 
of  the  other  Condition,  not  only  to  applaud 
but  fecure  their  own :  And  whenever  the 
Pomp,  the  Splendor,  the  Drefs,  the  Equi- 
page of  a  vitiated  Woman ,  like  the  Trea- 
sures of  Craefus,  boaft  her  Happinefs,  look 
through  that  Fallacy,  and  anfwer  with  So- 
lon ,  2 hat  thofe  only  are  happy  who  are  fo  at 

their 
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their  End.  Their  mod  ihining  and  rich 
Garments ,  are  but  like  the  Garlands  on  a 
Beaft  defign'd  for  Sacrifice:  Their  Dia- 
mond Necklaces  and  Bracelets,  are  but  the 
Chains,  not  of  their  Ornament,  but  Slave- 
ry :  The  Silver  and  Gold  that  glitter  in  their 
coftly  Array,  cover,  perhaps,  like  that  of 
Herod i  a  peiter'd  Body,  which  is  not  feldom 
their  Fate,  or  however  a  more  putrid  Soul. 
They  who  can  thus  confider  them  will  avoid 
one  great  Soare,  for  'tis  not  always  fo  much 
the  Luft  of  the  Flefh,  as  that  of  the  Eyes* 
which  betrays  a  Woman.  'Tis  the  known 
Infirmity  of  the  Sex,  to  love  Gaiety  and 
fplendid  Appearance,  which  render  all  Tem- 
ptation of  that  fort  fo  prevalent  over  them, 
that  thofe  who  have  not  a  folid  Judgment 
of  things  will  be  fcarce  fecure. 

Women  are  more  one  anothers  Rivals  in 
Shew,  in  Drefs,  in  Furniture,  in  Equipage 
and  Expence,  than  in  Gallantry.  That  Lo- 
ver, who  offers  the  Woman  he  attacks  a 
fine  Houfe  and  a  Coach ,  will  much  fooner 
prevail ,  than  he  who  offers  her  his  Heart. 
Pride  has  been  a  greater  Bawd  to  Unchafti- 
ty  than  Incontinency.  Women  think  the 
fplendid  Appearance  hides  the  Sin,  and  that 
the  Filth  of  it  will  not  be  feen  amidft  fo 
much  Luftre.  They  imagine,  fooliihly  e- 
nough ,  that  nothing  can  be  infamous  that 
is  envy'd  >  for  they  that  envy  them  have  as 
i  great 
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great  a  Share  of  Infamy  as  themfelves.  AH 
virtuous  People  ftrip  them  in  their  Imagi- 
nations of  their  borrow 'd  Plumes,  and  look 
on  them  as  on  the  lewd  Bird  of  the  Night, 
with  Scorn  or  Deteftation. 

If  thefe  unhappy  Creatures  had  given 
themfelves  time  to  reflect  ferioufly  upon  the 
juft  Value  of  the  Trifles  they  were  fo  fond 
of,  they  wou'd  have  found  there  is  no  man- 
ner  of  Comparifon  between  all  the  Pomps 
of  Sin,  tho'  never  fo  rich  and.  fo  ihining, 
and  the  true  and  real  Glory  of  Virtue  and 
Honour.  Tho'  thofe  Terms  feem  y  in  this 
loofe  Age,  to  be  exploded,  yet  where  the 
things  are  vifible,  they  extort  a  fecret  Ve- 
neration, even  from  thofe  who  think  it  their 
Concern  publickly  to  deride  them :  Where- 
as on  the  contrary,  a  Woman  that  has  loft 
her  Honour  and  Reputation,  is  the  Contempt 
even  of  thofe  that  betray'd  her  to  it,  and 
brings  a  perpetual  Blot  on  her  Name  and 
Family.  For  in  the  Character  of  a  Woman, 
let  Wit  and  Beauty,  and  all  female  Accom- 
plifhments  Hand  in  the  Front,  yet  if  Wan- 
tonnefs  bring  up  the  Rear  ,  the  Satyr  foon 
devours  the  Panygerick  >  and  as  in  an  Eccho, 
the  laft  Words  only  will  reverberate,  her 
Vice  will  be  remember'd  when  all  the  reft 
will  be  forgotten. 

There  is  one  worldly  Confideration,  which 
it  will  not  be  amiis  for  Women  to  think  up- 
on 
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on  in  their  Conduft ;  and  that  is,  their  being 
moil  exposed  to  Cenfure  -y  and  they  ihou'd 
therefore  be  moft  careful  not  to  give  occafi- 
on  for  it.  Their  Aftions,  their  Geftures, 
their  Looks,  are  narrowly  obferv'd  by  both 
Sexes,  the  one  to  corrupt,  the  other  to  con- 
demn them.  Theyfhou'd  be  always  on  their 
guard  againft  Scandal ,  their  Reputation  be- 
ing of  the  Kind  of  thofe  nice  Flowers, 
which  the  leaft  blaft  withers  and  kills.  Im- 
modefty  in  their  Behaviour  will  want  no 
Spies  to  betray  it  felf  5  it  ftrikes  and  foocks 
at  once  5  and  Impudence  will  expofe  the 
faireft  Woman ,  to  the  Difgrace  of  being 
both  affronted  and  contemn'd.  'Tis  not  on- 
ly the  Chriftian  Religion  that  enjoyns  the 
Pra&ice  of  this  Virtue,  the  Morals  of  the 
Heathen  teach  it.  ArifiotJe  fays,  IVe  are  not 
only  a  (loan?  d  of  the  Att  of  Incontinence^  but  of 
wanton  Geftures  and  lafcivious  Difcourfe  5 
nor  are  we  ajhairfd  only  of  fuch  loofe  PerJ'onSj 
but  of  their  Acquaintance  and  Friends.  Friend- 
fhip  and  Acquaintance  with  immodeft  Peo- 
ple, wras  fcandalous  in  the  times  of  Pagan 
Darknefs.  Christianity,  whole  Dodtnnes 
are  full  of  LefTons  of  Purity  and  Innocence, 
ihou'd  make  us  refine  in  all  things  upon  the 
Virtues  of  the  Heathens  5  for  what  with 
them  was  indecent  only,  is  with  us  dam- 
nable. 
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Since  the  Acquaintance  find  Friendfhip  of 
viciated  Women  is  fo  fliameful  ,  'tis  of  the 
greateft  Importance  to  the  Sex,  to  make  a 
judicious  Choice  of  their  Company :  A  Du- 
ty as  much  incumbent  on  Men,  as  has  been 
ihewn  in  the  foregoing  Pages,  but  efpecial- 
ly  on  Women,  to  preferve  their  Modefty  un- 
blemifh'd.  Vice  is  contagious,  and  Immo- 
defty  has  particularly  the  worit  Quality  of 
the  Plague ;  'tis  malicious,  and  wou'd  infe& 
others.  A  Woman,  who  knows  her  felf 
fcandalous,  thinks  fhe  is  reproach'd  by  the 
Virtue  of  another,  looks  on  her,  as  it  is 
faid  in  the  Book  of  TViJdom^  as  one  made  to 
reprove  her  Ways  $  and  in  her  own  Defence 
itrives  to  level  the  Inequality :  The  more  a- 
nother  has  of  her  Guilt,  the  lefs  flie  fancies 
lhe  has  of  it  her  felf  *  as  if  the  burthening 
another  wou'd  eafe  her  own  Burthen.  But 
Sin  is  full  of  fpite  3  and  tho'  ill  Women  put 
on  the  mod  engaging  Outfides,  when  they 
are  contriving  the  Ruin  of  the  Innocent, 
they  are  Malice  within,  and  defign  nothing 
but  to  make  'em  as  wretched  as  themfelves. 
They  will  by  all  Arts  of  Condefcenfion,  en- 
deavour to  betray  a  Woman  of  Reputati- 
on \  and  if  they  fucceed,  if  they  can  but  once 
entangle  her  in  that  Cobweb,  Friendihipj 
they  then,  Spider  like,  infufe  their  Venom, 
never  leave  their  vile  Infinuations,  till  they 
have  poyfon'dand  ruin'd  her.    If,  on  the  o- 
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ther  hand,  they  meet  with  one  of  too  much 
Sagacity  to  be  fo  enfnar'd  5  if  they  cannot 
taint  her  Innocence,  they  will  endeavour  to 
blaft  her  Reputation  ,  reprefent  her  to  the 
World,  to  be  what  they  wou'd  have  made 
her,  fuch  a  one  as  them/elves.  On  which  ac- 
count there  is  no  converfing  with  them,  but 
with  a  manifeft  Peril  of  Honour  and  Vir- 
tue. It  is  true,  'tis  not  always  in  ones  Power 
to  Ihun  the  meeting  with  fuch  Perfonsj 
they  are  too  numerous  and  too  intruding  to 
be  totally  avoided,  unlefs,  as  the  Apoftle 
fays,  one  fhou'd  go  out  of  the  World  -y  but  all 
voluntary  Converfe  fuppofes  a  Choice,  which 
every  body  that  will  may  refrain,  may  keep 
on  the  utmoft  Frontiers  of  Civility,  with- 
out fuffering  any  Approach  towards  Intima- 
cy and  Familiarity. 

Were  thisDiftance  only  obferv'd  it  might 
be  of  excellent  ufe  j  a  kind  of  Lay  Excom- 
munication, which  might  feafonably  fupply 
the  want  of  the  Ecclefiaftick,  either  quite 
negledted,  or  generally  made  ufe  of  againft 
Offences  that  are  purely  Civil.  This  feems 
to  agree  very  well  with  the  Senfe  of  Solan , 
the  wife  Athenian  Lawgiver  >  who,  befides 
that  he  fhut  the  Temple  Doors  againft  them, 
interdi&ing  them  the  facred  Aflemblies,  made 
it  one  of  his  Laws,  that  an  Adulterefs  fhou'd 
not  be  permitted  to  wear  any  Ornaments , 
that  fo  they  might  in  their  Drefs  carry  the 
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Mark  of  their  Infamy.  Many  of  our  gay- 
eft  Birds  wou'd  ,  I  fear,  be  unplum'd,  if 
fuch  a  Law  were  made  and  executed  $  and 
tho'  People  are  not  enjoyn'd  to  avoid  their 
Company  in  all  Cafes,  yet  the  doing  it,  as  of- 
ten as  it  can  be  done  conveniently,  is  equal- 
ly a  Duty  and  an  Advantage.  This  wou'd 
not  only  fecure  the  Innocent ,  but  wou'd 
have  a  good  Effeft  on  the  Guilty,  who 
wou'd  be  afham'd  to  be  thus  flngled  out 
and  difcriminated  y  whereas  while  they  are 
fuffev'd  to  mix  with  the  beft  Societies,  like 
hunted  Deer  in  a  Herd,  they  flatter  them- 
felves  they  are  undifcernable.  Indeed  the  Ad- 
vantages of  this  courfe  is  yet  more  exten- 
five,  and  wou'd  reach  the  whole  Sex,  which 
now  feems  to  lie  under  a  general  Scandal  for 
the  Fault  of  particular  Perfons.  A  confide* 
rable  Number  of  fmutty  Ears  calls  a  Black- 
nefs  on  the  whole  Field,  which  yet,  were 
they  apart ,  wou'd  perhaps  not  fill  a  fmall 
Corner  of  it :  And  in  this  uncharitable  Age 
things  are  apt  to  be  denominated^iot  from  the. 
greater  but  worfe  Part ;  whereas  were  the 
Good  fever'd  from  the  Bad  by  fome  Note 
of  Diftin&ion,  there  might  then  a  more 
certain  Eftimate  be  made  and  whatever 
the  Malice  of  Man  may  pretend,  'tis  not  to 
be  doubted ,  but  the  fcaudalous  part  of  the 
Sex  wou'd  then  make  but  a  fmall  Shew, 
which  now  makes  fo  great  a  Noife.  The 
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Vanity  of  fome  Men,  the  Ill-nature  of  o- 
thers,  the  Envy  of  fome  Women,  the  Ma- 
lice of  others,  have  done  their  worft,  in  en- 
deavouring  to  leflen  the  Credit  of  that  Sex, 
which  having  fewer  Opportunities,  fewer 
Temptations  to  Sin ,  has  always  been  moft 
eminent  for  Religion  and  Virtue.  The  beft 
way  for  Women  of  Honour  to  vindicate  it 
is,  to  make  their  own  Virtue  as  illuftrious 
as  they  can  5  and  by  the  bright  Shining  of 
that,  draw  off  Men's  Eyes  from  the  worfe 
Profpeft.  To  this,  not  only  Innocence  but 
Prudence  is  requifite,  to  abftain^  as  from  all 
Evil,  fo  from  the  Appearance  of  it  too. 

Many  Women  have  acquir'd  as  ill  Chara- 
fters  by  their  Indifcretion  only,  as  others  by 
their  Incontinence.  'Tis  as  bad  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  World  to  appear  wicked  as  to 
be  really  fo.  She  who  values  not  the  Vir- 
tue of  Modefty  in  her  Words  and  Drefs , 
will  not  be  thought  to  fet  much  Price  upon 
it  in  her  Anions  *  and  tho'  Ihe  may  fancy 
her  Confcioufnefs  of  her  own  Abftinence  is 
fufficient,  Ihe  is  as  much  an  Offence  to  the 
Virtuous  as  the  a&ual  Offender,  and  as  much 
to  be  avoided. 

Chafte  and  wife  Women  will  not  give 
the  leaft  Umbrage  forCenfure:  jfbey  cut  off 
all  Occajion  from  them  that  defire  Occafion  $ 
they  deny  themfelves  the  moft  innocent  Li- 
berties, if  they  are  attended  with  the  leaft 
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Sufpicion  of  Offence  ->  and  no  Caution  is 
perhaps  fevere  enough  to  fecure  us  againft  the 
Malicious  and  the  Jealous ;  tho'  'tis  poflible 
fome  black  Mouth  may  afpeife  them ,  yet 
they  have  ftill  Plato's  Referve,  who  being 
told  of  fome  that  defam'd  him,  'Sf/i  no  mat- 
ter^  faid  he,  /  will  live  fo  that  none  pall  be- 
lieve them.  If  their  Lives  be  fuch  that  they 
may  acquit  themfelves  to  the  Sober  and  Un- 
prejudiced, they  have  all  the  Security  that 
can  be  afpir'd  to  in  this  World ;  the  more 
evincing  Atteftation  they  mull  attend  from 
the  unerring  Tribunal  in  the  other,  where 
there  lies  a  certain  Appeal  for  all  injur'd 
Perfons  who  can  calmly  wait  for  it. 

Modefty  may  be  farther  confider'd  as  'tis 
a  Branch  of  Sobriety,  and  is  toChaftity, 
Temperance  and  Humility ,  as  the  Fringes 
are  to  a  Garment nor  is  it  to  be  regarded 
as  any  thing  lefs  than  divine  Grace  modera- 
ting an  over-a£tive  and  curious  Mind,  and 
guiding  the  Pallions  \  'tis  dire£fcly  oppofite 
to  whatever  is  bold  and  indecent,  and  in  an 
eipecial  manner  to  Curio  fity. 

How  then  do  they  err  againft  this  Virtue 
who  fearch  into  the  Secrets  of  the  Almigh- 
ty, whofe  Curiofity  intrudes  into  the  Coun- 
fels  of  Heaven ,  who  cenfure  the  ways  of 
Providence,  and,  not  fatisfy'd  with  the 
Laws  of  God  proclaim'd  to  all  the  World , 
require  new  Laws  for  themfelves  ,  and  for 
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want  of  a  new  Table  are  their  own  Legi- 
flators  ? 

'Tis  a  hard  and  difagreeable  Task  to  ftudy 
and  know  one's  felf :  Who  has  Modefty  e- 
nough  to  acquaint  himfeif  with  his  Infirmi- 
ties ?  Who  is  humble  enough  to  be  content 
with  his  Station,  and  not  afpire  to  be  let  in- 
to the  Arcana  of  Government  ?  Indeed  thofe 
who  wou'd  exclude  all  Men  from  concern- 
ing themfelves  with  the  Myiteries  of  State, 
unlefs  they  are  call'd  to  it,  give  one  reafon  to 
fear  they  are  like  thofe  Juglers  ,  who  will 
not  let  thofe  that  come  to  fee  them  approach 
too  near,  lelt  they  fhou'd  difcover  their 
Tricks,  and  the  Myftery  end  all  in  Knave- 
ry. But  to  be  always  prying  into  Secrets 
of  Kings  and  Princes  is  a  Folly  and  a  Fault, 
in  fuch  as  are  not  made  ufe  of  in  the  Con- 
duct of  them  :  Indeed  all  Men  are,  in  fome 
Meafure,  allow'd  to  be  folicitous  about  it  5 
Government  is  for  the  good  of  the  People, 
and  as  their  Happinefs  or  Mifery  depend  up- 
on the  good  or  ill  Miniftry  of  it,  a  modeft 
Concern  for  it  is  very  allowable  5  but  to  ex- 
tend one's  Curiofity  to  things  we  are  not 
capable  of  knowing  or  influencing,  and  that 
with  a  Prefumption  and  Uneafinefs  unbeco- 
ming our  Duty  and  Station,  is  an  Error 
that  we  fhou'd  endeavour  to  correft  ,  and 
do  the  fame  when  it  is  employ'd  in  Lovers 
Affairs  if  they  do  not  belong  to  us.    A  bu- 
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fy  Body  mull  be  impudent  •>  he  that  meddles 
unask'd  with  other  Mens  Matters,  unlefs 
with  charitable  Intentions,  will  hardly  ever 
trouble  himfelf  when  there  is  need  of  his 
Charity.  Such  officious  Neighbours  are 
their  greateft  Nuifance  ;  the  Itch  of  knowing 
keeps  them  always  uneafy,  and  therefore 
they  will  never  let  any  body  clfe  be  at  eafe. 
Another  kind  of  Immodefty,  very  trouble- 
fomeand  unneighbourly,  is  that  of  hearken- 
ing at  Peoples  Doors  and  Windows  5  'tis 
invading  your  Neighbour's  Privacy  5  it  lays 
that  open  which  he  wou'd  have  had  enclos'd, 
and  is  as  dangerous  as  it  is  indecent. 

If  we  aim  to  be  good  for  another  World 
as  well  as  this,  we  mud  not  content  our 
ielves  with  confidering  what  wou'd  make 
us  agreeable  to  Men  only,  but  what  wou'd 
make  us  pleafing  in  the  Sight  of  God  5  and 
our  Confiderations  fhou'd  have  an  Eye  to 
that  in  whatever  we  do.  Wherefore  let 
not  the  Reader  think  us  tedious  or  imperti- 
nent, when  we  fpiritualize  worldly  things, 
and  do  our  Endeavour  to  make  them  ufeful 
towards  thofe  that  are  heavenly. 

Every  Man  has  Sins  enough  in  his  own 
Life :  Every  Man  has  his  Share  of  Trouble, 
and  Evils  enough  in  his  own  Fortune  \  and 
as  to  the  Performance  of  his  Duty,  he  will 
find,  upon  examining  himfelf,  enough  O- 
millions  and  Errors  to  entertain  his  Enqui- 
ry* 
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ijj  for  which  Rcafons,  Curiofity  after  the 
Affairs  of  others  cannot  be  without  Envy 
and  an  evil  Mind.  What  is  it  to  me  if 
my  Neighbour's  Grandfather  was  a  Jew,  or 
his  Grandmother  illegitimate?  If  this  Man 
owe  Money,  has  a  great  many  Creditors, 
and  that  a  great  many  Parafites  ?  But  com- 
monly bufy  Bodies,  are  not  inquifitive  in- 
to Mens  Virtues  and  Excellencies ,  into 
the  Beauty  and  Order  of  a  well-govern'd 
Family  j  if  there  be  any  thing  lhamejful  in 
Manners,  or  private  in  Nature,  any  thing 
that  blufhes  to  fee  the  Light ,  their  Care 
and  Bufinefs  is  to  difcover  it.  Was  our 
Curiofity  to  be  fatisfy'd  with  great  things, 
the  Courfe  of  the  Earth,  the  Moon,  and 
the  other  Planets,  the  numberlefs  Worlds 
in  the  great  Expanfe  ,  the  Ebbing  and 
Flowing  of  the  Sea,  the  wonderful  For- 
mation of  Man ,  and  of  Animals  from  an 
Elephant  to  a  Fly,  the  Creatures  invifible 
to  fight  till  they  are  fwell'd  up  by  the 
Glafs,  thofe  crawling  on  the  Superficies 
of  Fruit  j  all  lefs  to  the  Eye  than  a  Point  5 
as  this  Globe  of  ours  is  lefs  to  thoufands, 
which  with  all  our  Advantages  of  Tele- 
fcopes  leave  not  to  us  the  Magnitude  of  a 
Speck. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  in  Nature  difcovers  moreWoti- 
*ders  to  the  Curious  than  Anatomical  En- 
quiries.   Man  is  wonderfully  made ,  fays 
the  Royal  Prophet  ,  and  thofe  that  have 
fearchM  deeply  into  his  Make  know  that 
he  is  as  wonderfully  fupported.    Life  hangs 
by  a  thoufand  {lender  Threads,  a  thoufand 
Chanels  mult  the  Blood  flow  through  , 
and  the  leaft  flop  in  either  Magnates  the 
wrhole,  and  puts  an  End  to  its  Being.  Nor 
are  fuch  Enquiries  confin'd  to  any  one  Or- 
der of  Men,  to  any  one  Family  or  Profef- 
fion,  to  the  one  Sex  or  the  other,  but  are 
ufeful  and  entertaining  to  all  thofe  whofe 
curious  Minds  are  always  in  Adion ,  and 
for  want  of  nobler  Obje£ts  defcend  to 
Scandal  ;md  Impertinence,  and  impudent- 
ly thruft  themfelves  into  their  Neighbours 
Counfels.   The  Contemplation  of  the  great 
Works  of  God  will  neceflarily  induce  us 
to  have  a  moft  fublime  Idea  of  his  Being, 
and  a  mean  one  not  only  of  our  Fellow- 
Creatures,  but  of  our  felves,  and  make  us 
delight  in  fearching  after  the  Fountain  of 
Truth.    How  impudent  is  it  in  us  created 
Beings,   to  put  our  felves  in  the  Place  of 
tfee  Creator,  and,  as  if  we  had  form'd  our 
felves,  rob  him  of -the  Glory  of  his  Crea- 
tion. 
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tion.  Thftfe  who  dare  prefume  to  deny 
the  Being  of  a  God  hardly  indeed  deferve 
that  it  ftiould  be  demonftrated  to  them , 
or  at  lead  that  they  fhould  be  argued  with, 
with  more  Serioufnefs  than  one  argues 
with  People  whom  we  take  to  be  ftupid  , 
and  incapable  of  Conviction  by  Reafbn. 
They  are  for  the  generality  fo  ignorant, 
that  it  makes  them  unqualify'd  for  the  un* 
derftanding  of  the  cleareft  Principles,  and 
of  the  trueft  and  moft  natural  Inferences* 
They  infolently  demand  to  have  every  thing 
try'd  by  the  Standard  of  their  Senfes,  and 
with  their  Span  would  meafure  the  immea- 
furable  Extent  of  the  Univerfe.  For  fuch 
is  the  vaft  Difproportion  between  finite 
Underftanding,  and  the  infinite  Power  and 
Wifdom  of  the  Almighty  Creator. 

Let  us  confider  only  with  our  felves. 
Some  Years  ago  we  were  not ,  neither 
was  it  in  our  Power  ever  to  be,  any  more 
than  now  that  we  are  it  is  in  our  Power 
to  ceafe  from  being.  Our  Exiftence  there- 
fore has  had  its  Beginning ,  and  is  now 
continu'd  by  the  Influence  of  fomething 
which  is  without  us,  which  will  fubfilt 
•after  us,  which  is  better  and  more  power- 
ful 
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ful  than  we.  Now  if  that  fomething  is 
not  God,  let  us  but  know  what  it  is. 

But  if  fuch  Searches  as  thefe  be  too  fu* 
blime,  if  a  Man  muft  be  led  by  Senfe, 
and  work  always  upon  Matter,  if  his  In- 
qui  fit  ivenefs -goes  no  farther  than  his  Eyes 
can,  or  at  leaft  takes  no  Delight  in  di- 
ving into  thofe  Effe&s ,  the  Caufes  of 
which  are  not  feen ,  let  him  firft  ftudy 
the  Heavens,  and  the  Orbs  rolling  about 
the  Univerfe  :  I  cannot  better  tempt 
your  Curiofity  to  turn  to  fublime  and  pro- 
fitable things,  the  Contemplation  of  which 
may  enlarge  the  Soul,  than  by  borrow- 
ing the  Ideas  of  a  famous  French  Author, 
on  this  Subject,  with  fome  convenient 
Variations.  Obferve  this  Spot  of  Ground 
on  which  you  tread  ,  for  Neatnefs  and 
Ornament  it  exceeds  the  other  Lands  a- 
bout  it.  Here  a  Walk  of  curious  Greens, 
intermixed  with  Arches  of  Hollies  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  there  a  tall  and  fhady  Grove 
traverft  with  Alleys ,  whofe  Borders  are 
fring'd  with  Flowers  -y  here  behold  a  Ri- 
ver cutting  its  crooked  Courfe  through 
moft  pleafant  Fields,  and  gliding  gently  un- 
der a  long  parterre ^  as  green  as  the  opening 

Spring, 


Mock  fly.  2 1 9 

Spring,  and  as  even  as  the  new  mow'd  Me- 
dow.  On  the  Margin  fee  Rows  of  Trees  hang- 
ing their  fpreading  Branches  over  the  mur- 
muring Waters-,  behold,  on  the  other  Hand, 
long  Viftos  extending  to  a  fpacious  Foreft, 
where,  after  it  has  travelFd  thro'  the  grea- 
teft  Order ,   the  Eye  is  loft  in  Woods  and 
Wilds.    Look  round  and  fee  a  noble  Seat, 
the  Elegance  and  Situation  of  which  pleafe 
alike  both  the  Fancy  and  Judgment  *,  and 
from  thence  cany  your  Eye  over  a  charm- 
ing Variety  of  Hills  and  Dales,  Woods  and 
Edifices,  till  it  is  bounded  by  the  Horizon. 
Will  you  fay  this  lovely  Spot,  this  Garden, 
and  this  Manfion,  are  the  Effects  of  Chance  ? 
Will  you  fuppofe  that  all  thefe  things  meet 
together  accidentally  ?   No  certainly ,  you 
will  rather  commend  the  Order,  theDifpo- 
fition  of  them,  the  Judgment  and  Fancy  of 
the  ingenious  Contriver.     My  Thoughts 
v/ou'd  be  the  fame  with  yours,  and  I  fhou'd 
immediately  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  Dwelling 
of  fome  Perfon  of  Fortune  and  Magnifi- 
cence, who  had  fpar'd  for  neither  Coil  nor 
Art  to  make  it  worthy  the  generous  Owner. 
Yet  what  is  this  piece  of  Ground  fo  order'd, 
and  on  the  beautifying  of  which  all  the  Art  of 
the  moil  skilful  Workmen  has  been  em- 
ployed ,  if  the  whole  Earth  is  but  an  Atom 
banging  in  the  Air?  Hear  then  how  my  Au- 
thor improves  this  Imagination. 

L  z  You 
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You  are  plac'd  on  fome  part  of  this  A- 
torn*  you  muft  needs  be  very  little,  fince 
you  hold  there  is  fo  little  room  s  yet  you 
have  Eyes  imperceptible,  like  two  Points. 
Open  them,  however,  towards  Heaven. 
What  is  fometimes  the  Obje£t  of  your  Ob- 
fervations  there  ?  Is  it  the  Moon  when  at  the 
Full?  'Tis  radiant  then,  and  very  beautiful  > 
tho'  all  its  Light  be  but  the  Refle&ion  of 
the  Sun's,  it  appears  as  large  as  the  Sun  it 
felf,  larger  than  the  other  Planets,  than  any 
of  the  Stars.  But  be  not  deceiv'd  by  out- 
ward Appearance,  nothing  in  Heaven  is  fo 
little  as  the  Moon :  The  Extent  of  its  Su- 
perficies exceeds  not  the  thirteenth  Part,  its 
Solidity  not  the  eight  and  fortieth,  and  its 
Diameter,  which  is  two  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Miles,  not  a  quarter  Part  of 
that  of  the  Earth.  And  the  truth  is,  that 
what  makes  it  fo  great  in  Appearance  is  its 
Proximity  only:,  its  Distance  from  us  being 
no  nearer  than  thirty  times  the  Diameter  of 
the  Earthy  or  three  hundred  thoufand  Miles. 
Its  Courfe  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the 
prodigious  long  Race  of  the  Sun,  it  being 
certain,  it  runs  not  above  fixteen  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  Miles  a  Day,  which 
is  not  above  fixty  feven  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred Miles  an  Hour,  or  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  twenty  five  Miles  a  Minute. 
And  yet  to  compleat  this  Courfe ,  it  muit 

run 
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run  five  thoufand  and  fix  hundred  times  fa- 
lter than  a  Race  Horfe  that  goes  twelve  Miles 
an  Hour :  It  muft  be  eighty  times  fwifter 
than  the  Sound  of  a  Canon,  or  of  Thunder, 
which  flies  eight  hundred  and  one  and  thir- 
ty Miles  an  Hour.  My  Author  builds  here 
on  the  old  Ptolomean  Syftem  of  the  Motion 
of  the  Sun,  which  I  do  not  think  fit  todif- 
pute  with  him  here :  For  whether  the  Earth 
or  the  Sun  moves,  the  prodigious  Swiftnefs 
of  the  Motion  will  be  alike  aftonifhing.  He 
proceeds :  But  if  you- will  oppofe  the  Moon 
to  the  Sun,  with  refpecfc  to  its  Greatnefsy 
its  Diftance,  or  its  Courfe,.  you  will  find 
there  is  no  Comparifon  to  be  made  between 
them :  Remember  only,  that  the  Diameter 
of  the  Earth  is  nine  thoufand  Miles,  that  of 
the  Sun  is  a  hundred  times  as  large,  which 
is  nine  hundred  thoufand  Miles.  Now  if 
this  be  the  Breadth  of  it  every  way  ,  judge 
you  what  its  Superficies,  what  its  Soli- 
dity muft  be.  Do  you  apprehend  the 
Vaftnefs  of  its  Extent,  and  that  a  Million! 
of  fuch  Globes  as  the  Earth  being  laid  to- 
gether, wou'd  not  exceed  the  Sun  in  Big- 
nefs  ?  How  great,  will  you  cry  then,  mult 
the  Diftance  of  it  be,  if  one  may  judge  of 
it  by  its  Smalnefs  in  appearance  ?,  'Tis  true, 
it  is  prodigious  Great  y  it  is  ■  demon-ftrattxl, 
that  the  Sun's  Diftance  from  the  Earth* can 
be  no  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  times  the  Eartk's 

L  3  Dia 


in  Mockfly. 

Diameter,  or  ninety  millions  of  Miles;  and 
it  may  be  four  times,  perhaps  fix  times,  per- 
haps ten  times  as  much  for  ought  we  know; 
there  is  no  Method  found  out  for  the  com- 
puting it. 

Now  for  the  help  of  your  Apprehenfion, 
let  us  fappofe  a  Mill-llone  falling  from  the 
Sun  upon  the  Earth;  let  it  come  down  with 
all  the  Swiftnels  imaginable,  and  even  fwif- 
ter  than  the  Fall  of  the  heavieft  Bodies,  from 
Places  ever  fo  high.  Let  us  fuppofe  alio, 
tha:  it  preferves  always  the  fame  Swiftnefs, 
without  acquiring  a  greater,  or  lofing  from 
that  it  has  already;  that  it  advances  forty 
Yards  every  Second,  which  is  half  the  height 
of  the  higher  Steeple,  and  confequently , 
two  thouiand  four  hundred  Yards  in  a  Mi- 
nute, allow  it  be  two  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty  Yards,  which  is  a  Mile  and 
an  half;  its  Fall  will  be  three  Miles  in  two 
Minutes,  ninety  Miles  in  an  Hour,  and  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty  Miles 
in  a  Day.  Now  it  muft  fall  ninety  milli- 
ons of  Miles  before  it  comes  down  to  the 
Earth,  which  will  make  it  forty  one  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  fixty  fix  Days,  above 
one  hundred  and  forty  Years  in  performing 
this  Journey.  This  is  not  all  that's  prodi- 
gious in  the  Heavens ,  the  Diftance  of  Sa- 
turn from  the  Earth  is  at  leaft  ten  times  as 
inuch  as  the  Sun's,  no  lefs  than  nine  hun- 
dred 
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dred  thoufand  millions  of  Miles  ->  and  this 
Stone  wou'd  be  above  eleven  hundred  and 
forty  Years  in  its  fall  from  Saturn  to  the 
Earth. 

By  this  Elevation  of  Saturn's,  raife  your 
Imagination  fo  high,  if  you  can,  as  to  con- 
ceive the  Immenfity  of  its  daily  Courfe.  The 
Circle  which  Saturn  defcribes,  has  above 
eighteen  hundred  millions  of  Miles  Diame- 
ter, and  confequently  above  five  thoufand 
four  hundred  millions  of  Miles  Circumfe- 
rence 5  fo  that  a  Race  Horfe,  which  I  will 
fuppofe  to  run  thirty  Miles  an  Hour,  mull 
be  twenty  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty 
eight  Years  in  taking  this  Round. 

Much  more  is  ftill  to  be  faid  on  the  Mi- 
racles of  this  vifible  World ,  or  to  fpeak  hi 
the  Phrafe  of  the  Atheilrs,  on  the  Wonders 
of  Chance,  which  they  allow  to  be  the  firlt 
Caufe  of  all  things.  It  is  ftill  more  won- 
derful in  its  Operations  than  they  imagine. 
Learn  what  Chance  is,  or  rather  be  inltru- 
feed  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Power  of  our 
God. 

Do  you  know  that  this  Diilance  of  the 
Sun  from  the  Earth,  which  is  ninety  milli- 
ons of  Miles,  and  that  of  Saturn,  which  is 
nine  hundred  millions  of  Miles,  are  fo  in- 
confiderable,  if  oppos'd  to  that  of  the  other 
Stars,  that  no  Companion  can  exprefs  the 
true  Meafure  of  the  latter?  For, indeed ^ 
L  4.  what 
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what  Proportion  is  there  between  any  thing 
that  can  be  meafur'd,  let  its  Extent  be  what 
it  will  ,  and  that  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
meafure  ?    If  the  Height  of  a  Star  cannot 
be  known,  it  is,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  immea- 
furable.    All  Angles,  Sinufes  and  Paralaxes 
become  ufelefs,  if  one  goes  about  to  compute 
it  *,  and  fhou'd  one  Man  obferve  a  fix'd  Star 
from  London,  and  another  from  Japan,  the 
two  Lines  that  fhou'd  reach  from  their  Eyes 
to  that  Star,  wou'd  make  no  Angle  at  all, 
and  wou'd  be  confounded  together  in  one 
and  the  fame  Line,  fo  inconfiderable  is  the 
Space  of  the  whole  Earth,  in  comparifon  of 
that  Diftance.    If  two  Aftronomers  fhou'd 
ftand,  the  one  on  the  Earth,  and  the  other 
in  the  Sun,  and  from  thence  fhou'd  obferve 
one  Star  at  the  fame  time,  the  two  vifual 
Rays  of  thefe  two  Aftronomers,  wou'd  not 
in  appearance  form  an  Angle.   To  conceive 
the  (lime  thing  another  way  5  fuppofe  a  Man 
plac'd  on  one  of  the  Stars,  this  Sun,  this 
Earth,  and  the  ninety  millions  of  Miles  be- 
tween them,  wou'd  ieem  to  him  but  as  one 
Point,  of  which  there  are  Demonstrations 
given  5  for  this  Reafon ,  the  Diftance  be- 
tween any  two  Stars  is  not  to  be  meafur'd , 
as  near  as  they  may  appear  to  one  another  j 
you  wou'd  think,  if  you  judg'd  by  your  Eye, 
the  Peialadcs  almoft  touch'd  one  another  : 
There  is  a  Star  feems  to  be  plac'd  on  one  of 
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thofe  which  make  the  Tail  of  thegreatBeary. 
your  Sight  can  hardly  perceive  that  Part  of 
the  Heavens  which  divides  them  >  they  make, 
together  as  it  were  but  one  double  Star  ; 
Yet  if  the  moft  skilful  Aftronoraers  cannot, 
with  all  their  Art  find  out  their  Difiance. 
from  each  other,  how  far  alunder  muft  two* 
Stars  be  which  appear  remote  ?  and.  how 
much  farther  yet  from  one  another  the  two^ 
Polar  Stars?  Oh  Miracle!  Oh  Prodigy!  It 
is  not  in  the  Power,  of  Numbers  to  deferibe 
it;  and  what  is  it  that  Numbers  cannot 
perform  ?  The  Imagination  13  loft  in  this 
tremendous  Expanfe  :  Man's  Curiofity  finks 
in  Amazement  -0  and  the  Soul  naturally  flies 
to  the'  Creator  of  the  Heavens  ana  the 
Earth,  as  to  the  firft  Caufe  of  thefe  terrify- 
ing Wonders. 

Behold  again,  the  Earth  on  which  we 
tread  ,  it  hangs  loofe  like  a  Grain  "of  Sand  in 
the  Air  \  a  multitude  of  fiery  Globes,,  whofe 
Bignefs  and  Height  exceed  the  Reach  of 
Conception,  are  perpetually  rowling/around 
it,  crofling  the  wide,,  the  imrnenfe  Spaces 
of  the  Heavens^  or  according  to  the  Coper - 
nican  Syftem ,.  the  Earth  it  felf  turns  round 
the  Sun,  which  is  the  Center  of  the  Urn-, 
verfe,.  with-a  Swiftnefs  which  furpafles  Ima- 
gination. Methinks  I. fee.  the  Motion  of  all 
thefe  Globes,  the  regular  March  of  their 
prodigious  Bodies  j  they  never  difordeiv  ne- 
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Ver  hit,  never  touch  one  another.  Shou'd 
but  the  leaft  of  them  happen  to  ftart  a- 
fidc,  and  run  againft  the  Earth,  what  mull 
become  of  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  all  keep 
their  refpeftive  Stations  ,  remain  in  the 
Order  prefcrib'd  to  them,  and  follow  the 
Tra£ts  in  which  they  have  already  rowPd 
above  fix  thoufand  Years.  What  a  ft  range 
and  wonderful  Effedt  of  Chance?  Be  con- 
founded, ye  Unbelievers,  and  fee  if  infinite 
Intelligence  cou'd  have  done  any  thing  be- 
yond this. 

What  is  Chance  ?  Is  it  a  Body  ?  Is  it  a 
Spirit  ?  Is  it  a  Being,  which  you  diftinguifh. 
from  all  other  Beings,  which  has  a  particu- 
lar Exiftence,  or  which  refidcsin  any  place? 
Or  rather,  is  it  not  a  Mode,  a  Fafhion  of  a 
Being  ?  When  a  Bowl  runs  againft  a  Stone, 
*we  are  apt  to  fay  it  is  a  Chance  5  but  is  it 
any  thing  more  than  the  accidental  butting 
prthefe  Bodies  one  againft  another  ?  If  by 
this  Chance,  or  this  hitting  the  Bowl ,  it 
changes  its  ftrait  Courfe  into  an  oblique  one  \ 
if  its  direct  Motion  becomes  more  contracted* 
if  ceafing  from  rolling  on  its  Axis  it  winds 
and  whirls  like  a  Top  5  fhall  I  from  thence 
infer ,  that  Motion  in  general  proceeds  in 
this  Bowl  from  the  fame  Chance  ?  Shall  I 
not  rather  fuppofe,  that  the  Bowl  owes  it 
to  itsfelf,  or  to  the  impulfe  of  the  Arm  that 
threw  it?  Or,  becaule  the  circular  Motions 
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of  the  Wheels  of  a  Clock  ,  are  limited  the 
one  by  the  other  in  their  Degrees  of  Swift- 
nefs,  fhall  I  be  the  lefs  curious  in  examining 
what  was  the  Caufe  of  all  thefe  Motions  ? 
Whether  it  lies  in  the  Wheels  themfelves* 
or  is  deriv'd  from  the  moving  Faculty  of  the 
Weight  that  gives  them  the  Swing  ?  But 
neither  the  Wheels,  nor  the  Bowl  cou'd  pro- 
duce this  Motion  in  themfelves,and  it  does  not 
lie  in  their  own  Nature,  if  they  can  be  de- 
prived of  it,  without  changing  this  Nature. 
And  as  for  the  Celeftial  Bodies,  if  they  fnould 
be  depriv'd  of  their  Motion,  fhou'd  therefore 
their  Nature  be  alter'd?  Shou'd  they  ceafe 
from  being  Bodies,  one  cannot -believe  that. 
They  move,,  and  fince  they  move  not  of 
themfelves,  nor  by  their  own  Nature,  one 
fhou'd  examine  whether  there  is  not  fome 
Principle  without  them  that  caufes  Motion  r 
and  this  Principle  will  the  happy  Enquirer 
find  to  be  God. 

Having  rais'd  our  Souls  by  the  Contem- 
plation of  thefe  ftupendous  Works  of  Na- 
ture, to  their  great  Original^  let  us  fee  how 
we  can  trace  him  in  the  molt  minute  things, 
which  are  as  miraculous  in  their  Kind ,  as 
the  Immenfities  of  the  vail  Univerfe  before 
fpoken  of,  and  prove,  as.  well  the  Exigence 
and  Power  of  God. 

The  Ant  has  Eyes,,  and  turns  away,  if  it 
meets  with  fuchObje&s  as  may  behurtf  ul  to  It : 
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^lace  it  on  any  thing  that  is  Black  for  the 
help  of  your  Obfervation,  and  if  while  it  is 
walking,  you  lay  but  the  leaft  bit  of  Straw 
in  its  way,  you  will  fee  it  alter  its  Courfe 
immediately.  Can  you  think  that  the  Chry- 
ihilline  Humour,  the  Retina ,  and  the  Op- 
tick  Nerve,  all  which  convey  Sight  to  this 
little  Animal,  are  the  product  of  Chance  ? 
The  Animals  moving  to  and  fro  with  incre- 
dible Swiftnefs  in  Pepper  Water,  are  each  a 
thoufand  times  lefs  than  a  Mite,  and  yet  each  is 
a  Body  that  lives,  that  receives  Nouri{hmentr 
that  grows,  and  muft  not  only  have  Mufcles, 
but  fuch  V'eflels  alfo  as  are  equivalent  to 
Veins,  Nerves  and  Arteries,  and  a  Brain  to 
make  a  Diltribution  of  its  Animal  Spirits. 

A  bit  of  any  thing  which  is  mouldy,  tho* 
no  bigger  than  a  Grain  of  Sand,  appears 
thro'  a  Microfcope ,  like  a  Heap  of  many 
Plants,  of  which  fome  are  plainly  feen  to  bear 
Flowers  and  other  Fruits  5  fome  are  Buds  on- 
ly, and  others  are  wkher'd.  Howextream- 
ly  fmall  muft  be  the  Roots  and  Fibres  thro' 
which  thefe  little  Plants  receive  their  Nou- 
rifhment  ?  And  if  one  eonfiders,  that  thefe 
Plants  bear  their  own  Seed  as  well  as  Oaks 
or  Pixies,  or  that  thefe  fmall  Animals  are  mul- 
tiply'd  by  Generation,  as  well  as  Elephants 
and  Whales,  whether  will  not  fuch  Obfer- 
vations  lead  one  ?  Whocou'd  work  all  thefe 
things>  which  are  fo  fine,  fo  exceeding  fmallr 
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that  no  Eye  can  perceive  them ;  and  that  they, 
as  well  as  the  Heavens,  border  upon  Infinity 
itfelf? 

Such  curious  Enquiries  into  the  Wonders 
of  the  Creation  are  apt  to  caufe  Sceptkifm  in 
weak  Minds,  but  furely  without  any  Reafon  -> 
the  Heavens,  and  all  that  is  contained  in 
them,  are  not  to  be  compar'd  in  Noblenefs 
and  Dignity  with  one  of  the  meaneft  Men 
upon  Earth.  There  can  be  no  other  Pro- 
portion between  them  than  what  there  is  be- 
tween Matter  ,  which  is  deftitute  of  Senti- 
ment, and  is  only  an  Extent  according  to 
three  Dimenfions,  and  a  fpiritual,  reafona- 
ble,  or  intelligent  Being.  The  whole  Uni- 
verfe,.  if  it  be  made  for  Man,  is,  in  a  literal 
Senfe,  the  leaft  thing  that  God  has  done  for 
him  }  the  Proof  of  which  may  be  drawn 
from  Religion.  Man  therefore  is  neither 
prefumptuous  nor  vain,,  when  fubmitting  to 
the  Evidence  of  Truth  y  he  owns  the  Ad- 
vantages he  has  receiv'd,  and  might  betax'd 
with  Blindnefs  and  Stupidity,  did  he  refufe 
to  yield  himfelf  convinc'd  thro'  the  Multi- 
tude of  Proofs  which  Religion  lays  before 
him,  to  ihew  him.  the  greatnefs  of  his  Pre- 
rogative, the  certainty  of  his  Refuge,  the 
reafonablenefs  of  his.  Hopes  y  and  to  teach 
him  what  he  is,  and  what  he  may  be. 

Some  People,  whofe  Curiofity  affefts  more, 
to  puzzle  themfelves  and  others^  than  to  con- 
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vince,  obje&,  that  the  Moon  is  inhabited* 
and  what  is  the  Confequence  if  it  is  fo  ?  If  from 
the  Searches  you  have  made  into  the  Prodi- 
gies of  the  Creation^  you  are  oblig'd  to  own 
there  is  a  God  ,  can  there  be  any  thing  im- 
poflible  to  him?  Do  you  intend  by  your 
Objection,  to  infinuate,  that  fuch  great 
Bleffings  are  not  beftow'd  on  us  alone?  Let 
us  anfwer  fo  vain  a  Curiofity,  fo  frivolous  a 
Queftion:  The  Earth  is  inhabited ,  we  are 
its  Inhabitants  5  we  know  that  we  are  fo  5  we 
have  Proofs,.  Demonstrations  and  Convicti- 
ons for  all  that  we  are  to  believe  of  God,  and 
our  felves.  Let  the  Nations  who  inhabit  the 
Coeleftial  Globes,  whatever  thefe  Nations 
are,,  be  mindful  of  their  own  Concerns  >  they 
have  their  Cares,  and  we  have  ours.  Yoa 
have  obferv'd  the  Moon,,  you  have  found  its 
Spots,  its  Deeps,  its  Ruggednefs,  its  Eleva- 
tion,, its  Extent,  its  Courfe,  its  Eclipfes  : 
Let  us  grant,  that  no  Allronomer  has  done 
more:  Contrive  now  fome  new  and  more 
exact  Inftruments  y  obferve  it  again,  fee  whe- 
ther it  is  inhabited,  what  are  its  Inhabitants,, 
whether  they  are  like  Men,  or  whether  they 
are  really  Men:  Let  me  look  after  you,  and 
let  us  both  be  convinc'd,  that  there  are  Men 
who  inhabit  the  Moon  >  and  then  we  will 
confider  whether  thofe  Men  are  Chriltians 
or  no,  and  whether  God  has  made  them  lhare 
his  Favours  with  us* 

As 
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As  many  Millions  of  Years  as  can  be  com- 
prehended within  the  Limits  of  Time,  are 
but  an  Inftant,  compar'd  with  the  Duration 
of  God,  who  is  Eternal.    The  Spaces  of 
the  whole  Univerfe,  are  but  the  Point  of  an 
Atome,  being  compar'd  with  his  Immenfi- 
ty.    What  Proportion  can  there  indeed  be 
between  finite,  and  infinite  ?  What  is  a  Man's 
Life,  or  the  Extent  of  a  Grain  of  Sand , 
which  is  call'd  the  Earth  ?  What  the  fmall 
part  of  that  Earth  which  Man  inhabits  and 
enjoys  ?  Thefe  Reflections  will  of  Courfe 
carry  us  to  the  fublime  Contemplations  of 
God  and  Eternity  ,   which  will  naturally 
produce  the  good  Works  of  Religion  and 
Virtue  5  and  commendable  and  happy  is  that 
Curiofity  which  has  fo  blefied  Effe&s.  'Tis 
vicious  when  it  fearches  into  the  Works  of 
the  Creation,  with  a  Spirit  of  Scepticifm  5  and 
when  a  Man,  priding  in  his  Underltanding, 
prcfumes  to  difcover  the  Eternal  Secrets  of 
the  Creator,  whofe  Power  and  Glory  ap- 
pear and  fhine  in  all  things. 
-   The  Searches  of  curious  and  humble  Minds 
into  Nature  will  more  and  more  confirm 
him  in  holy  Admiration  of  theGreatnefs  and 
Goodnefs  of  God.    There  are  no  Minds  fo 
weak  as  to  be  incapable  of  thefe  Meditati- 
ons y  Life  and  Senle  every  where  offer  Ob- 
je£ls  to  Mankind,  w7hich  ,  as  often  as  they 
fee,  they  muft  account  for  them  cnly  by 

Provi- 
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Providence.  Tell  me  wliy  this  Turf  brings 
forth  a  Daify  this  Year  and  a  Plantane  the 
next  ?  Why  the  Apple  bears  his  Seed  in  his 
Heart  and  Wheat  bears  it  in  his  Ear  ? 
Why  a  Graft  taking  Nourtfhment  from  a 
Grabftock  ,  ftiall  have  Fruit  more  noble 
than  its  Nurfe  and  Parent  ?  Why  the  beft 
Oyl  is  at  the  top,  the  beft  Wine  in  the  mid- 
dle ,  the  beft  Honey  at  the  bottom  ?  But 
thefe  innocent  Enquiries  are  not  what  pleafe 
the  over-inquifitive  and  Bufy-bodies  -y  they 
delight  in  Tragedies,  and  Stories  of  Crimes 
and  Misfortunes  5  for  which  Reafon  a  lear- 
ned Prelate  of  our  Church  has  {aid  ,  Envy 
and  Idhmfs  marrfd  together^  and  begot  Cu- 
riofity  ,  which  is  an  Incontinence  of  the 
Mind.  Adultery  itfelf  is  often  nothing  but 
a  curious  Inquifition  after,  and  envying  of 
another  Man's  Happinefs.  Many  have  re* 
fus'd  fairer  Obje&s  to  force  the  Pofleffion^ 
of  W omen ,  purely  becaufe  they  were  pof- 
feft  by  others.  Such  Inquifitions  are  feldom 
without  Danger,  never  without  Bafenefs^ 
they  are  neither  juft  nor  honeft,  nor  delight- 
ful, and  very  frequently  ufelefs  to  the  curi- 
ous Enquirer.  For  Men  ftand  upon  their 
Guard  againft  them  as  they  fecure  their  Meat 
againft  Vermine,  laying  all  their  Counfels  and. 
Secrets  out  of  the  way. 

Let  us  now  conlider  A£ts  of  Modefty,  as 
oppos'd  to  Boldnefs)  and  efpecially  with  re+ 
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fpecl  to  Religion  and  Holinefs ;  not  to  feed 
Curiofity  by  explaining  the  different  Kinds 
of  Modefty,  but  to  expofe  the  Wickednefs 
of  Boldnefs,  .  and  excite  Men  to  reform  the 
Errors  they  have  committed  againft  this 
Virtue.  To  this  end  we  fliou'd  always  bear 
about  us  fuch  Impreffions  of  Reverence  and 
Fear  of  God  as  to  tremble  at  his  Voice,  to 
exprefs  our  Apprehenfions  of  his  Greatnefs 
in  all  extraordinary  Accidents,  in  popular 
Judgments,  loud  Thunders,Tempelts,  Earth- 
quakes ,  not  only  becaufe  we  are  afraid  of 
being  fmitten  our  felves,  but  to  humble  our 
felves  before  the  Almighty,  in  the  Thoughts 
of  the  infinite  Diftance  between  his  Power 
and  our  Weaknefs.  He  who  is  merry  in  a 
Storm  at  Sea,  or  rallies  the  roaring  of  Thun- 
der ,  regards  not  when  God  fpeaks  to  the 
whole  Earth,  but  is  pofleft  with  a  firm  Im- 
modefty.  'Tis  not  his  Knowledge  of  the 
natural  Caufes  of  that  is  fufficient  to  excufe 
his  Temerity  >  for  if  he  knows  the  Caufes,  he 
knows  alfo  the  terrible  Effe&s,  which  ought 
to  make  him  ferious  and  modeft. 

The  Virtue  we  are  treating  of  teaches  us 
to  be  reverent  and  referv'd  in  the  Prefence 
of  our  Superiors  5  to  give  to  all,  according 
to  their  Quality ,  their  Titles  of  Honour  -7 
we  are  not  to  judge  of  the  Merit  of  thofe 
that  enjoy  thofe  Titles,  nor  by  what  means 
they  acquir'd  them  j  fuch  partial  Judgments 
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wou'd  diminiili  our  Refpe£fc  for  all  Honours 
and  Titles  j  and  if  we  let  our  Paflions  guide 
us,  we  fhould  never  keep  within  the  Bounds 
of  Modefty,  but  fet  our  felves  on  a  level, 
and  perhaps  above  thofe,  to  whom  we  owe 
Refpe£t  and  Reverence.  Let  us  not  be  for- 
ward in  fpeaking,  let  our  Anfwers  be  perti- 
nent, and  efpecially  let  us  not  interrupt  others, 
than  which  nothing  gives  greater  Offence  in 
Converfation.  Prefent  always  the  faireft  fide 
of  your  Difcourfe  and  Temper }  fpeak  Truth, 
and  if  you  have  raflilyfaid  that  which  is  not 
true,  do  not  juftifie  it  >  confefs  your  Fault, 
ask  Pardon  ,  and  make  Amends.  Never 
boaft  of  Sin,  but  at  leaft  lay  a  Veil  on  your 
Nakednefs,  that  you  may  have  this  beginning 
of  Repentance,  to  believe  your  Sin  to  be  your 
Shame.  He  who  blufhes  not  at  his  Crime, 
but  adds  Impudence  to  his  Guilt,  has  no 
Inftrument  left  to  reftore  him  to  the  Hopes 
of  Virtue.  Be  not  confident  and  pofitive  in 
doubtful  Matters,  report  things  modeftly 
and  temperately,  pretend  not  to  more  Know- 
ledge than  you  have,  be  content  to  feem  ig- 
norant when  you  are  fo,  or  expert  the  Fate 
of  Ignorance  and  Confidence,  to  be  defpis'd 
and  avoided.  As  there  is  a  Modefty  oppos'd 
to  Boldnefs,  fo  is  there  oppos'd  to  Indecen- 
cy, which  ihould  be  obferv'd  in  all  Ads  of 
Worihip  with  more  than  common  Care. 
Ulc  reverend  Pollures  at  your  Devotions, 
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nod  great  Attention-,  be  careful  however 
that  you  do  not  content  your  felf  v/ith 
outward  Ceremony,  and  not  humble  your 
Mind  as  well  as  your  Body.  People  who 
lay  great  Strefs  on  bodily  Poftures  and  Ge- 
ftures  do  rarely  find  their  Souls  affe&ed  as 
they  ought  to  be>  the  Mind,  when  it  is 
truly  touch 'd  with  Motions  of  Piety,  will 
naturally  lhewitfelf  with  Lowlinefs  and  Hu- 
mility confcious  that  it  is  in  the  Prefence 
of  a  God  who  it  is  always  offending,  and 
from  whom  none  of  its  fecret  Offences  are 
conceaPd.  But  thofe  who  bow  with  their 
Body,  while  their  Soul  is  exulting  with  the 
Pride  of  its  Innocence ,  or  rather  revelling 
with  Ideas  of  worldly  Enjoyments  5  who 
mind  not  what  they  are  about,  but  as  Soldi- 
ers do  at  Exercife,  and  move  not  but  as  they 
are  enjoyn'd  by  Difcjpline,  or  prompted  by 
Cuftom :  To  fuch  too  much  Ceremony  will 
be  a  Rock  on  which  they  will  be  fare  to 
fplit,  by  giving  all  to  the  Form,  and  nothing 
to  the  Power  of  Godlinefs. 

As  to  our  Behaviour  towards  Man,  we 
fhou'd  in  all  publick  Meetings,  private  Ad- 
drefles,  in  Difcourfes,  in  Journeys,  ufe  the 
Forms  of  Salutation  ,  Reverence  and  De- 
cency, which  Cuitom  prefcribes,  and  is  u- 
fual  among  fober  Perfons.  Our  Enthufiafl%. 
who  abufe  the  holy  Spirit  by  imputing  their 
Erttfojiafm  to  its  divine  Impulfe,  err  in  this 
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as  in  Dreft  j  and  when  one  may  by  all  their 
other  A£Hons  obferve  their  Hearts  are  full  of 
Pride,  affe6t  a  Rudenefs  which  is  as  ridicu- 
lous as  it  is  unmannerly  j  they  will  not  give 
Honour,  but  they  will  take  it  >  and  as  much 
as  they  are  for  levelling  all  that  are  above 
them,  they  expe£t  Diitance  and  Reverence 
from  all  that  are  below.  This  is  Humoury 
if  not  Pride ,  and  is  indeed  confident  with 
the  reft:  of  their  Religion,  which  is  all  Con- 
fufion  and  Extravagance. 

Modeft  People  will,  in  all  Cafes  of  Que- 
IKon  concerning  Civil  Precedence ,  give  k 
to  any  one  that  will  take  it.  How  very 
foolifh  is  it  in  thofe  that  ferve  at  the  Altar  y 
to  fuffer  this  Affectation  of  Preference  to 
prevail  in  themfelves,  or  their  Relations? 
The  higheft  Seat  in  the  Synagogue ,  the 
firft  Place  at  a  Feaft  ,  and  all  fuch  Prece- 
dence ,  is  what  others  wou'd  and  ought  to 
be  willing  to  yield  to  them ,  out  of  Defe- 
rence to  the  Dignity  of  their  Office  >  but 
when  it  is  infifted  upon  with  Heat,  and  the 
lead  Failure  in  a  Man's  Conduct  on  this  Ac- 
count refented  fo  as  to  be  remarkable  and 
troublefome,  it  lofes  at  once  all  the  Reverence 
that  was  their  due,  which  ceafes  to  be  a 
Debt  when  demanded.  Humility  is  the  di- 
ftinguifhing  Chara&er  of  God's  Servants, 
and  particularly  of  thofe  that  are  more  im- 
mediately employ'd  in  his  Service :   Not  a 
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Poverty  of  Spirit,  not  a  flavHh  Complyance 
with  the  Wills  of  others,  but  a  holy  Subje- 
ction to  that  of  God,  and  a  Confcioufnefs  of 
our  own  Infufficiency. 

Another  Rule  of  Modefty,  as  it  has  re- 
fpedt  to  Decency,  is  to  obferve  Seafons: 
Not  to  mourn  at  a  Wedding,  nor  laugh  at 
a  Funeral ,  but  to  rejoice  with  them  that  re~ 
joice^  and  weep  with  them  that  weep. 

All  wanton  and  diflblute  Laughter ,  pe- 
tulent  and  uncomely  Jefts ,  loud  Talking, 
Jeering  9  and  all  fuch  A£Hons ,  which  are 
caird  Incivilities  in  Manners,  are  Offences  al- 
fo  againft  Chriftian  Modefty.  A  dutiful  and 
humble  Carriage  towards  Parents  is  enjoyn'd 
by  the  Laws  of  God  >  and  a  meek  complai- 
nant Behaviour  towards  our  Relations  and 
Friends ,  will  encreafe  the  Number  of  the 
latter,  and  endear  us  to  them  as  much  as 
the  higheft  Obligations. 

Obferve  all  thofe  things  that  are  of  good 
Report,  and  are  parts  of  publick Honefty  3 
for  publick  Fame,  and  the  Sentence  of  pru- 
dent Perfons,  is  the  Meafure  of  Good  and 
Evil  in  Things  indifferent.  It  is  againft 
Modefty  for  a  Woman  to  marry  a  fecond 
Husband  while  fhe  is  teeming  by  the  firftj 
or  to  admit  a  fecond  Love  while  her  Fune- 
ral Tears  are  not  wip'd  from  her  Cheeks. 
It  is  againft  publick  Honefty  to  do  fome 
lawful  A&ions  of  Privacy  in  publick  Places, 
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and  therefore  in  fuch  Cafes  Retirement  is  a 
Duty  of  Modefty.  Be  grave  and  decent  in 
Cloathing  and  Ornament,  in  your  Walk, 
and  in  your  Gate  5  which  the  Prophet  di- 
rects when  he  fo  feverely  reproves  a  contra- 
ry Behaviour:  The  Lord  faith,  becaufe  the 
Daughters  of  Sion  are  haughty,  and  walk  with 
fir  etched forth  Necks,  and  wanton  Eyes,  walk- 
ing and  mincing  as  they  go ,  and  make  a  tink- 
ling with  their  Feet >  Therefore  the  Lord  will 
finite  her  with  a  Scab  of  the  Crown  of  the 
Head,  and  will  take  away  the  Bravery  of  her 
tinkling  Ornaments. 

As  thofe  Meats  fhould  be  avoided  which 
tempt  our  Stomachs  beyond  our  Appetite  > 
fo  alfo  fhou'd  Peifons  avoid  fuch  Spectacles, 
Relations,  Plays,  Clamour  and  Mutiny, 
which  concern  us  not,  and  are  befides  our 
natural  or  moral  Intereft .  Our  Senfes  fhou'd 
not,  like  wanton  Girls,  wander  into  Markets 
and  Theatres  without  juft  Employment  y 
but  when  they  are  lent  abroad  by  Reafon, 
return  quickly  with  their  Errand  ,  and  re- 
main modeftly  at  home  under  their  Guide 
till  they'ftre  fent  again. 

Let  all  Perfons  be  curious  in  obferving 
Modefty  towards  themfelves,  in  the  hand- 
fome  treating  their  own  Body,  and  fuch  as 
are  in  their  Power,  whether  living  or  dead. 
They  offend  againft  this  Rule  who  expofe 
their  own,  or  pry  into  others  Nakednefs, 
3  beyond 
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beyond  the  Limits  of  Neceflity ,  or  where 
Leave  is  not  warranted  by  God's  Permiflion. 
A  Miracle  is  faid  to  have  been  wrought  a- 
bout  the  Body  of  Epiphanius,  to  reprove  the 
immodeft  Curiofity  of  an  unconcern'd  Per- 
fon  who  pry'd  too  near  when  charitable 
People  were  burying  it.  In  all  thefe  Parti- 
culars, tho'  they  feem  little,  yet  our  Duty 
and  Concernment  is  not  little  >  concerning 
which  I  ufe  the  Words  of  Syrach^  He  that 
defpifeth  little  things  jloall  perijh  by  little. 

The  Truth  is ,  nothing  is  little  that  car- 
ries Sin  with  it,  or  the  means  to  prevent  it. 
Abundance  of  fuch  criminal  Trifles  there 
are,  whofe  Punifhment  are  eternal  Death  •> 
and  let  them  not  any  longer  be  thought 
Trifles  when  the  Welfare  of  our  immortal 
Souls  depends  upon  them.  Thefe  Confide- 
rations  on  common  Life  may  be  reckon'd 
too  ludicrous  for  the  folemn  Meditations  of 
Chriftians  5  but  when  we  reflect  how  much 
Chriftian  Life  is  influenced  by  common 
Life,  we  fhall  find  there  are  no  moral  A&s 
fo  trivial  as  not  to  be  worth  our  informing 
our  felves  of  their  Guilt  or  their  Innocence, 
to  regulate  our  feives  accordingly  in  pradi- 
fing  or  avoiding  them. 
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H  O'  Meeknefs  is  in  the  main 
more  a  feminine  Virtue  than 
amafculine,  yet  wemuftcon- 
fider  it  with  refpe£t  to  both 
Sexes  5  the  Practice  of  all 
Virtues  being  alike  the  Du- 
ty of  both. 
Nature,  which  abhors  every  thing  that's 
monftrous  and  difproportionate,  teaches  us, 
that  Meeknefs  is  a  Property  of  Women, 
whomfhe  has  made  with  a  more  fmooth  and 
foft  Compolition  of  Body,  and  intends  doubt- 
lefs,  that  the  Mind  fhou'd  correfpond  with 
it.  Tho'  Art  can  reprefent  in  the  fame  Face 
Beauty  in  one  Pofition,  and  Deformity  in 
another  -y  yet  Nature  is  more  fincere,  and  ne- 
ver meant  a  ferene  clear  Forehead ,  fhou'd 
be  the  Frontifpiece  to  a  cloudy  tempeftuous 
Heart.  'Tis  therefore  to  be  wifli'd,  the 
foftcr  Sex  wou'd  take  the  Admonition,  and 
while  theyconfult  their  Glafles,  whether  to 
applaud  or  improve  their  outward  Form, 
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they  wou'd  caft  one  Look  inwards,  and  ex- 
amine what  Symmetry  is  there  held  with  a 
fair  Outfide ;  whether  any  Storm  of  Pafli- 
on  darkens  and  overcafts  their  exterior  Beau- 
ty and  ufe  at  leaft  an  equal  Diligence  to 
refcue  that,  as  they  wou'd  to  clear  their  Face 
from  any  Stain  or  Blemifh. 

We  have  feen  already,  that  a  meek 
and  quiet  Spirit  is  the  Chara&eriftic  of  a 
Chriftian  Woman  given  by  Scripture  ;  and 
it  muft  be  fo  to  all  that  will  not  enter  into 
difpute  with  God,  and  conteft:  his  Judgment, 
who  has,  by  the  Apoftle,  declar'd  it  to  be  of 
great  Price  in  his  fight. 

Meeknefs,  tho'  it  be  a  fingle  entire  Vir- 
tue in  it  felf ,  yet  it  is  diverfify'd  according 
to  the  feveral  Faculties  of  the  Soul,  over 
which  it  has  Influence  j  for  there  is  aMeek- 
nefs  of  the  Underftanding ,  a  Meeknefs  of 
the  Will,  and  a  Meeknefs  of  the  Affections  5 
all  which  muft  concur  to  make  up  the  meek 
and  quiet  Spirit. 

The  Meeknefs  of  the  Underftanding  con- 
fills  in  a  pliablenefs  to  Convi£tion  >  and  is 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  that  fallen  Adherence  to 
their  own  Opinion,  obfervable  in  too  ma- 
ny, who  judge  of  Tenets,  not  by  Conformi- 
ty to  Truth  and  Reafon,  but  to  their  Prepof- 
feilions,  and  Prejudices  acquir'd  generally  by 
Education  and  Converfation  5  not  to  men- 
tion the  accidental  BiafTes  of  Pallion  and  In- 
M  tereft ; 
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tereft:  Thence  comes  Bigottry,  and  the  fu- 
rious fiery  Spirit  of  Perfecution,  whofe  Ori- 
gin muft  be  from  Hell,  the  Devil  being  Fa- 
ther of  Pride,  the  eternal  oppofite  to  Meek- 
nefs. This  Prepofleffion  puts  People  on'the 
Chance  of  a  Lottery    what  they  firft  hap- 
pen to  draw  determines  them  merely  on  the 
Privilege  of  its  Precedence :  Had  Mahomet 
firft  feiz'd  them,  his  Tenure  wou'd  have  been 
as  indefeafible  as  Chrift's  now  is.  How 
great  the  Force  of  fuch  Prejudices  is ,  we 
may  fee  by  the  Oppofition  it  rais'd  againll 
Chriftian  Doftrine  in  grofs  at  its  firlt  Pro- 
mulgatipn.  The  blind  Zeal  of  the  Jews  for 
the  Traditions  of  their  Fathers,  engaging 
them  in  the  Murther,  even  of  that  very  Mef- 
fias  w7hom  thofe  Traditions  had  taught  them 
to  expe6ts  and  afterwards  of  perfecutinghis 
Difciples  and  Followers.  Which  blind  Zeal 
did  in  that  Age  flame  out  in  the  Female  Sex 
particularly :    The  Jews  ftirred  up  the  de- 
vout and  honourable  fVomen^  &c.  and  a  Per- 
fee  at  ion  againft  Paul  and  Barnabas.  They  be- 
ing the  weaker,  as  well  as  the  fofter  Sex, 
have  in  all  times  been  molt  fubjed  to  take 
violent  Prejudices  of  Education)  and  they 
fiiou'd  therefore  fee  their  way  well  before 
they  run  too  fierce  a  Career  in  it*  Other- 
wife  the  greateit  Heat  without  Light  does 
but  referable  that  of  the  bottomlefs  Pit, 
where  Flames  and  Darknefs  do  at  once  co- 
habit. 
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habit.  How  many  Inftances  of  this  blind 
Prepofleflion  do  we  meet  with  in  our  time, 
of  Notions  embrae'd  for  the  fake  of  Ance- 
ftry,  and  Tenets  adher'd  to,  becaure  they 
were  in  vogue  in  the  Times  of  Great  Grand- 
fathers ?  With  what  Rage  have  the  Intercfts 
of  the  moll  vile  and  worthlefs  Perfons  been 
efpous'd,  purely  becaufe  they  declare  their 
Principles  are  the  fame  they  were  bred  in  ? 

What  Extravagancies  have  not  great  La- 
dies been  guilty  of  to  vindicate  thefe  Preju^ 
dices  \  and  where  of  late  does  the  Spirit  of 
Meeknefs  reign  ?    Not  that  Men  or  Wo- 
men fhou'd  be  too  eafy  and  flexible,  like 
Wax  ready  to  take  any  Impreffion;  this 
Temper  is  of  equal ,  if  not  more  ill  Confe- 
quence  than  the  former.    The  adhering  to 
one  Opinion  can  expofe  but  to  one  Error 
but  a  Mind  that  lies  open  to  the  Fluxes  of 
all  new  Tenets,  may  fuccefilvely  entertain  a 
whole  Ocean  of  Delufions.    To  be  thus 
yielding  is  not  a  Meeknefs  5  but  a  flavilli- 
nefs  of  Under  Handing  :  'Tis  fo  great  a  Meek- 
nefs of  Mind,  that  the  Apoftle  finks  itfome- 
what  below  the  Impotence  of  Women,  and 
refembles  it  to  that  of  Children  >  yet  itfeems 
the  Folly  of  fome  Women  refembled  that  of 
Children  in  this  matter,  ever  learnings  and 
never  able  to  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth.   A  Defcription,  which  if  we  com- 
pare with  our  own  Times,  we  muft  think 
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prophetick.  How  many  Women  have  we 
feen  led  Captive,  being  affected  with  the 
Novelty,  or  feduc'd  by  the  pretended  Zeal 
of  a  x&vr  Teacher^  to  whom  they  have  given 
up  their  Underltandings,  and  for  a  while 
this  ftrong  Man  has  kept  PofTeflion?  but 
when  a  llronger  than  he  has  come,  it  has 
fared  as  with  him  in  the  Gofpel  *  a  louder 
Zeal,  a  newer  Do&rine ,  foon  divides  his 
Spoils ,  and  that  by  force  of  the  very  fame 
Principle  on  which  he  fet  up,  which  in  a 
while  undermines  the  latter  alfo  3  and  fo  on, 
till  the  poor  Profelyte  has  been  hurry 'd  thW 
all  the  Mazes  of  wild  Error.  When  the 
Quaker  Naylor  firft  vented  his  Blafphemies, 
his  Followers  were  moft  of  the  Female  Sex  5 
'twas  the  Women  that  run  after  him,  crying 
Hofanna^  and  ftrewing  his  way  into  the  City 
with  Flowers.  When  of  latter  Days,  Ma- 
Jon  preach 'd  his  Whimfics  to  the  People, 
the  Crowds  that  gather 'd  about  him  were 
niolHy  of  the  fame  Sex  -9  and  how  many  of 
them  did  the  raving  Infpirations  of  the  mo- 
dern Prophets  deceive?  Not  to  mention 
their  political  Frenzies  3  all  which  fhou'd 
make  them  equally  watchful,  againft  being 
too  tenacious  of  old  Tenets,  or  too  fufcep- 
tible  of  new.  Some  Womens  Opinions  are 
like  the  Palate,  dillra6led  by  too  much  Va- 
riety i  and  they  at  laft  fix  upon  what  at  firft 
they  molt  decry'd.  Some  have  fet  out  in  the 
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fiercefl:  Deteftation  of  Popery,  and  have  wan- 
der'dfolong,  like  the  blinded  Syrians,  that 
they  have  at  laft  found  themfelves  in  the 
midft  of  Samaria  ;  being  brought  by  an 
infenfible  Circular  Motion  to  that  Religion, 
from  which  alone  they  defign'd  to  fiy>  fo 
little  do  itching  Ears  know  whither  they 
may  be  carry'd.  Women,  as  they  are  thought 
more  liable  to  Seducement  than  Men,  are 
more  particularly  aim'd  at  by  Seducers  :  For 
as  he  who  is  ife  put  off  adulterated  Wares, 
will  choofe  the  molt  unwary  Chapman  ;  fo 
thefe  Sophitticators  of  Divinity,  defire  the 
molt  undifcerning  Auditors.  That  fo  many 
of  the  Sex  are  fo,  muft  not  be  imputed  to 
any  natural  Defe£t,  but  to  the  loofe  Noti- 
ons they  have  of  Religion  ;  of  which  they 
have  perhaps  fome  general  confus'd  Ideas, 
but  have  fo  little  penetrated  the  Depth  of  ir, 
that  they  know  not  why  they  are  Chriftians, 
rather  than  Turks,  why  of  the  Church  of 
England,  rather  than  that  of  Rome  -7  and  white 
they  are  thus  unfix'd,  and  have  no  better 
Principle  than  Cuitom  and  Compliance , 
they  have  nothing  to  anfwer  to  any  the  grofc 
felt  Deceit  that  can  be  obtruded  upon  them 
which,  for  ought  they  know,  or  have  con- 
fider'd,  may  be  as  true  as  any  thing  they  have 
formerly  profeft.  Now  when  any  one  in 
this  Condition  fhall  be  aflaulted,  not  on- 
ly by  the  repeated  Importunities  of  fake 
M  3  Teach- 
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Teachers,  but  alfo  by  the  Threatnings  of 
Hell  and  Damnation,  fhe  is  like  one  awak'd 
by  the  Out-cry  of  Fire,  and  in  that  Amaze 
will  be  apt  to  run  wherever  the  firft  Dif- 
coverer  of  her  Danger  fhall  lead  her. 

The  beft  Antidote  agatnfl:  the  Poifon 
of  new  Dodfcrines  is,  to  examine  well  the 
Grounds  of  the  old ,  and  then  they  wou'd 
not  be  carry 'd  about  by  every  Wind^  as  St. 
Paul  phrafes  it.  The  Standard  of  Truth  is 
the  Scripture,  the  only  fupf  and  infallible 
Guide.  If  Men  and  Women  wou'd  ftudy 
that  with  Serioufnefs  and  Humility,  they 
wou'd  not  run  the  risk  of  deviating  into  Er- 
ror, by  the  plaufible  Pretence  of  Authority 
on  one  fide,  and  Purity  on  the  other  \  they 
wou'd  not  beaw'd  by  Power,  nor  wheedled 
by  Perfuafion  ->  they  wou'd  weigh  every 
thing  in  that  facred  Balance,  and  by  that 
Rule  govern  their  Faith  and  Manners. 

Meeknefs  of  Will  lies  in  its  juft  Subordi- 
nation to  the  Will  of  God  in  Divine  Things  $ 
in  Natural  or  Moral,  to  right  Reafon>  and 
in  Humane  Confutations,  to  the  Command 
of  Superiors  :  And  fo  long  as  the  Will  go- 
verns it  felf  by  thefe  in  their  refpe&ive  Or- 
ders, it  tranfgrefles  not  the  Meeknefs  re- 
quir'd  of  it.  But  Experience  fhews,  that 
the  Will  is  now  in  its  Depravation,  an  im- 
perious Faculty,  apt  to  call  otf  that  Subje- 
ction to  which  it  was  defign'd ,  and  a£t  in- 
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depcndently  from  thole  Motives  which 
fhou'd  influence  it.  This,  God  knows,  is 
too  common  in  all  Ages,  all  Confbitutions 
and  Sexes  3  but  the  Feminine  lies  more  efpe- 
cially  under  an  ill  Name  for  its  whether  it 
has  grown  from  the  low  Opinion  conceived 
of  their  Reafon,  lefs  able  to  maintain  its  Em- 
pire, or  from  the  multiply'd  habitual  In- 
ltances  themfelves  have  given  of  unruly 
Wills,  I  fhal\  not  undertake  to  determine  > 
but  be  it  the  oiie  or  the  other,  'tis,  I  am 
fure,  fo  great  a  Reproach,  as  they  fhou'd 
be  very  induftrious  to  clear  themfelves  of. 
Nothing  wTill  prompt  them  to  do  this,  more 
than  confidering  rightly  the  Happinefs ,  as 
well  as  Virtue,  of  a  governable  Will.  How 
calmly  do  thofe  glide  with  it  through  all , 
even  the  rougheft  Events,  who  can  mafter 
that  ftubborn  Faculty?  How  does  a  Will 
refign'd  to  God  enervate  and  enfeeble  any 
Calamity?  Indeed  it  triumphs  over  it,  and 
by  that  Conjun&ion  with  him  that  ordains 
it,  may  be  laid  to  command  even  what  it 
differs*  and  proportionable,  tho'  not  equal 
to  this,  is  the  Happinefs  of  a  Will  regulated 
by  Reafon  in  things  within  its  Sphere.  'Tis 
the  Dignity  of  Humane  Nature,  which  di- 
ftinguiihes  it  from  that  of  the  Beaftsj  the 
more  contemptible  themfelves  in  their  Kinds, 
the  farther  they  are  remov'd  from  it.  The 
Stupidity  of  an  Afs  has  rendered  it  prover- 
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t?ial  for  Folly,  when  the  Traftablenefs  of 
other  Animals  has  tempted  fome  to  allow 
them  to  be  Rational.    Befides,  Reafon  af- 
fords fomethmg  of  a  Bafis  for  the  Will  to 
bottom  on.    He  who  governs  himfelf  by 
Reafon,  that  being  Hill  the  fame,  will  aft 
equally  and  confonant  to  himfelf;   but  he 
who  does  a  thing  this  moment,  only  becaufe 
he  will ,   may  the  next  have  as  mighty  an 
Argument  to  do  the  quite  contrary,  and  fo 
fpend  his  whole  time  in  unravelling  his  Spi- 
der Webbs.)  as  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  rightly  calls 
the  vain  Deiigns  of  fuch  brutirh  Men.  An 
ungovernable  Will  is  the  moft  precipitous 
thing  imaginable,  and  like  the  Devil  in  the 
Swine,  hurries  headlong  to  Deftru&ion,  de- 
priving one  of  that  poor  Referve,  that  faint 
Comfort  of  the  miferablc,  Pity,  which  will 
not  be  fo  much  invited  by  the  Mifery,  as 
averted  by  that  Wilfulnefs  which  caus'd  it. 
So  little  can  fuch  Perfons  expedt  the  Com- 
panion of  others ,    that  'twill  be  hard  for 
them  to  afford  themfelves  their  own.  The 
Confcioufnefs  that  their  Calamities  are  the 
Effe£ts  of  their  Perverfenefs,  being  apt  to 
difpofe  them  to  hate  that  Pity  3   and  is  no 
fmall  Accumulation  of  Wretchednefs,  when 
a  Manfuffers,  not  only  dire£tly,  but  on  the 
rebound  too.    It  re-infli£ts  his  Miferies  up- 
on himfelf,  by  a  grating  RefletHon  upon  his 
own  Madnefs.    So  great  an  Aggravation  is 
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it,  that  even  Hell  it  felf  is  enhaunced  and 
compleated  by  it|  all  the  Torments  there 
being  fharpen'cl  by  the  woful  Remembrance, 
that  they  might  once  have  been  avoided. 

A  Will  duly  fubmiffive  to  lawful  Superi- 
ors, is  not  only  an  amiable  thing  in  the  Eyes 
of  others,  .but  exceedingly  happy  to  ones 
felf   'Tis  the  Parent  of  Peace  and  Order, 
both  publick  and  private.  A  BleiTing  fo  con- 
fiderable,  as  is  very  cheaply  bought  by  a  lit- 
tle receding  from  ones  own  Will  or  Humour*; 
Whereas  the  contrary  Temper  is  the  Spring 
and  Original  of  infinite  Confufionsj  the 
grand  Incendiary,  which  puts  Kingdoms, 
Churches  and  Families  in  Combuftion*  a 
Contradiction,  not  only  to  the  Word,  but 
to  the  Works  of  God  >  a  kind  of  anticrea- 
tive  Power,   which  reduces  things  to  the 
Chaos  from  whence  God  drew  them.  Ma- 
ny are  the  Initances  our  Age  has  given  us- of 
its  mifchievous  Effects,  which  may  ferve  to 
enhaunce  the  Value  of  a  governable  mallea- 
ble Temper.    And  as  a  Will  thus  refign'd  to 
Reafon  and  juft  Authority ,  is  a  Felicity  all. 
rational  Creatures  fhou'd  afpire  to:  Soefpe- 
cially  the  Female  Sex,  whofePailions  being 
naturally  the  more  impetuous,  ought  to  be 
the  more  ftrictly  guarded ,  and  kept  under 
the  fevere  Difcipline  of  Reafon for  where 
'tis  otherwife,  where  a  Woman  has  no  Guide 
but  her  Will,  and  her  Will  is  nothing  bat 
M  y      ;  her. 
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her  Humour,  the  Event  is  fure  to  be  fatal  to 
herfelf,  and  often  to  others  alfo. 

Tho'  a  great  part  of  thefe  Reflections  are 
particularly  addreft  to  the  Ladies ,  they  are 
tacitly  intended  to  Men  alfo.  There  is  no 
Vice  which  does  not  affe6t  both  Sexes,  and 
no  good  Counfel  that  will  not  be  beneficial 
to  both,  if  'tis  followed.  But  Women,  tho' 
they  are  not  inferior  to  Men  in  Virtue,  and 
perhaps  are  the  more  innocent  of  the  two 
Sexes,  having  not  fo  many  Opportunities  to 
improve  themfelves  as  Men  by  reading  , 
ihou'd  find  in  what  they  read  the  moreLef- 
fons  for  their  Improvement. 

The  other  Reftraint  of  the  Will ,  Obe- 
dience to  Superiors,  is  a  very  happy  Impo- 
sition, tho'  perhaps  'tis  not  always  thought 
fo  •>  for  thofe  who  refift  the  Government  of 
Reafon,  are  not  very  apt  to  fubmit  to  that 
of  Authority.  God  and  Nature  do  atteft 
the  Expediency  of  this  to  Women,  by  ha- 
ving placed  that  Sex  in  a  Degree  of  Infe- 
riority to  the  other  \  there  are  but  three 
States  of  Life  thro' which  they  can  regular- 
ly pafs,  Virginity,  Marriage,  and  Widow- 
hood 5  two  of  them  are  States  of  Subjefti- 
on ,  the  firft  to  the  Parent,  the  fecond  to 
the  Husband  >  and  the  third,  as  it  is  cafual 
whether  they  can  arrive  to  it  or  no  ,  fo  if 
they  do,  we  find  it  by  God  himfelf  reckoned 
as  a  Condition  the  moft  defolate  and  deplo- 
rable. 
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rablc.  If  I  fhould  fay  this  happens  upon 
that  very  Score  that  they  are  left  to  their 
own  Guidance,  the  fad  Wrecks  of  many 
wou'd  too  much  juftifie  the  Glofs$  but  it 
fhews  however,  that  God  fets  not  the  fame 
Value  upon  their  being  mafterlefs  ,  which 
fome  of  them  do,  whilft  he  reckons  them 
moft  miferable  when  they  are  raoft  at  Li- 
berty. The  Subordination  of  their  Sex  be- 
ing God's  own  Law,  there  needs  no  other 
Argument  to  prove  its  Fitnefs,  and  to  urge 
their  Obedience  >  when  theyoppofe  itr  the 
Contumacy  flies  higher  than  the  immediate 
Superior,  and  reaches  God  himfelf.  Many 
of  that  timorous  Sex  wou'd  not  furely  dare 
fo  far,  were  it  not  for  fome  falfe  Punctilio's 
of  Honour,  which,  like  our  Duellifts,  they 
have  impos'd  upon  themfelves.  Such  Ladies 
look  upon  Meeknefs  and  Submiflion  as  atil- 
ly  flieepifh  Quality  ,  below  Women  of 
Breeding  and  Spirit  3  on  the  contrary,  an 
imperious  Obftinacy  pafies  for  Noblenefsr, 
and  Greatnels  of  Mind.  But  alas !  they  are 
wofully  miftaken  in  their  Notion  of  a  great 
Spirit,  which  confifts  in  fcorning  to  do  un- 
worthy and  vile  things,  and  boldly  encoun-~ 
tring  the  adverfe  Events  of  Life,  not  in 
fpurning  at  Duty,  or  feeking  to  pull  them- 
felves from  that  Sphere,  where  the  divine 
Wifdom  has  plac'd  them.  Stubbornefs  is 
the  mark  of  a  great  Stomach,  not  of  a  great 
M6  Mind  5- 
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Mind  5  and  a  Man  may  be  as  well  reckon'd 
brave  becaufe  he's  cruel,  as  a  Woman  gene- 
rous becaufe  Ihe's  ungovernable. 

Whatfoever  Value  the  Sex  may  put  on 
themfelves,  nothing  finks  them  more  in  the 
Eiteem  of  others  than  Imperioufnefs  \  it  ren- 
ders a  Woman  a  Plague  to  all  that  have  any 
Relation  to  her,  a  Derifion  to  Strangers, 
and  a  Torment  to  herfelf :  Every  the  leaft 
Contradiction,  which  a  meek  Perfon  wou'd 
pafs  over  infenfibly,  enflames  fuch  an  unru- 
ly Temper,  and  tranfports  her  to  fuch  Ex- 
travagancies, as  often  produce  verymifchie- 
vous  EfFe&s.  Suppofe  fhe  be  humour'd  and 
com  ply 'd  with ,  it  ferves  only  to  make  her 
more  infolent  and  intolerable  'r  her  Humours 
then  grow  to  fuch  a  height,  that  fhe  knows 
not  herfelf  what  fhe  wou'd  have ,  and  yet 
expe&s  that  others  fhou'd :  We  may  apply 
ro  Rich  a  one  whzt  Hannibal  faid  of  Marcel- 
fos,  If  he  was  vanquifh'd^  he  never  gave  reft 
to  himfelfy  nor^  if  he  was  victorious ,  to  o- 
tfcers.  Certainly  the  Uneafinefs  of  a  perverfe 
Mind  is  fo  great,  that  cou'd  fuch  come  but 
to  compare  it  with  the  calm  and  happy  Se- 
renity of  Meeknefs  and  Obedience,  there 
wou'd  need  no  other  Lefture  to  commend 
them  to  their  Efteem  or  Pra&ice. 
The  Meeknefs  of  Affe&ions  confifts  in  redu- 
cing the  Patlions  to  a  Temper  and  Calmnefs, 
not  iuffering  them  to  make  Uproars  within  to 

difturb 
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difturb  one's  felf,  nor  without  to  the  Distur- 
bance of  others.   Meeknefs  is  generally  fub- 
fervient  to  this  Regulation,   efpecially  as  it 
is  oppos'd  to  Anger  5   a  two-edg'd  Paflion ; 
which  ,.  while  it  deals  its  Blows  without, 
wounds  yet  more  fatally  within.  The  Com- 
motion and  Vexation  which  an  angry  Man 
feels,  is  far  more  painful  than  any  thing  he 
can  ordinarily  inflift  upon  another  $  herein 
juftifying  the  Epithet  ufually  given  to  Anger,, 
that  it  is  a  fhort  Madnefs.  For  who,  that  were 
in  his  right  Wits ,   wou'd  incur  a  greater 
Mifchief  to  do  a  lefs  ?  'Tis  indeed  fo  great  a 
Diftemper  of  the  Mind,  that  he  who  ispof- 
fefs'd  with  it,  is  unqualify 'd  for  any  fober  Un- 
dertaking, and  fhou'd  be  as  much  fufpended 
from  a£ting,  as  one  in  a  Frenzy  or  Lunacy. 
This  was  the  Judgment  and  Praftice  too  of 
PlatO)  who  going  to  chaftife  a  Servant,  and 
finding  he  grew  angry,  ftopt  his  Correction  5 
a  Friend  coming  in,  and  asking  what  he 
was  doing  ?  He  reply 'd,  Punijhing  an  angry 
Many  as  not  thinking  himfelf  fit  to  disci- 
pline another,   till  he  had  fubdu'd  his  own 
Paflion.    Another  time,    his  Slave  having 
offended  him,  /  wotfd  beat  thee ,  fays  he, 
but  ' that  I  am  angry..    Indeed  it  were  endlels 
to  recite  the  black  Epithets  given  by  all  Mo- 
ra-lifts to  this  Vice.  It  fhall  fuffice  to  take 
the  Suffrage  of  the  wifeft  of  Men,  one  that 
had  applied  himfelf  to  know  Madnefs  and 

Folly, 
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Folly  ^  and  he  tells  us,  Anger  refls  in  the  Bo- 
fom  of  Fools. 

What  is  thus  univerfally  unbecoming  hu- 
man Nature,  cannot  fure  be  lefs  indecent 
for  the  gentler  Sex;  every  thing  contracting 
fo  much  more  of  Deformity,  by  how  much 
it  recedes  from  its  proper  kind.  Now  Na- 
ture has  befriended  Women  with  a  more 
cool  and  temperate  Conftitutionj  {he  has 
put  lefs  of  Fire,  and  confequently  of  Choler 
in  their  Compofitions :  All  their  Heats  of 
that  kind  are  adventitious  and  preternatural, 
rais'd  often  by  Fancy  or  Pride,  and  both  look 
more  unhandfomely ,  and  have  lefs  of  Pre- 
tence to  cover  them :  Befides,  they  have  a 
native  Feeblenefs,  unable  to  aflert  their  An- 
ger with  effe£tual  Force,  which  admonifhes 
them  that  'twas  never  intended  they  {hou'd  let 
loofe  to  that  Paflion,  which  Nature  feems,  by 
that  very  Inability,  to  have  interdicted  them. 
When  they  do  it,  they  render  themfelves  at 
once  defpis'd  andabhorr'd,  nothing  being 
more  ridiculoufly  hateful  than  an  impotent 
Rage.  But  as  the  molt  feeble  Infe£t  may 
fometimes  difturb ,  tho'  not  much  hurt  us  , 
fo  there  is  one  Female  Weapon,  which,  as  it 
is  always  ready ,  fo  it  proves  often  trouble- 
fome  3  you  will  prefently  imagine  I  mean 
that  unruly  Member  the  Tongue ,  which, 
tho'  in  its  loudeft  Clamours  it  can  naturally 
invade  nothing  but  the  Ear,  yet  even  that 
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is  a  fufficient  Moleftation,  for  us  to  be  care- 
ful to  fet  a  Guard  upon  it,  for  fear  of  its  of- 
fending. The  barking  of  a  Dog,  tho'  we 
are  fure  he  cannot  bite,  is  a  grating  and  un- 
pleafant  Sound ;  and,  while  Women  feek  to 
vent  their  Rage  that  way,  they  are  but  a 
fort  of  fpeaking  Brutes,  and  fhou'd  confider 
whether  that  does  not  refle£t  more  Contempt 
upon  themfelves,  than  their  moft  virulent 
Reproaches  can  fix  upon  others. 

Some  things  have  had  the  Luck  to  be- 
come formidable  no  body  knows  how,  and 
fure  there  is  no  greater  Inftance  of  it  than 
in  this  Cafe.  A  clamorous  Woman  is  lookt 
on,  tho'  not  with  Reverence,  yet  with 
Dread  5  and  we  often  find  things  done  to 
prevent  or  appeafe  her  Storms,  which  wou'd 
be  deny'd  to  the  calm  and  rational  Defires 
of  a  meeker  Perfon.  Such  Succefies  have 
not  been  a  little  acceflary  to  fomenting  the 
Humour,  yet  it  will  give  fuch  Women  lit- 
tle Caufe  of  Triumph,  when  they  confider 
how  odious  it  makes  them ,  how  unfit  for 
human  Society  5  better  to  dwell  in  a  Corner 
of  a  Houfe  top,  than  with  a  brawling  Woman 
in  a  wide  Houfe ^  fays  the  wifeft  of  Men :  And 
the  Son  of  Sirach^  A  loud  crying  Woman^  and 
a  Scolds  Jhall  be  fought  out  to  drive  away  the 
Enemy.  Tho'  he  taxes  the  feminine  Vices 
impartially  enough ,  yet  there  is  fcarce  any 
of  them  which  he  more  often  and  more  fe- 

verely 
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verely  brands,  than  this  of  Unquietneft.  It 
feems,  it  was  a  thing  generally  look'd  upon 
as  very  infufferable  :  -when  Socrates  defigtfd 
to  difcipline  himfelf  to  perfect  Patience,  he 
knew  no  better  way  ofExercife,  than  to  get 
a  Shrew  to  his  Wife  $  an  Excellence  that 
may  perhaps  again  recommend  a  Woman, 
when  there  happens  an  Age  of  Philofophers; 
but,  at  prefent,  it  will  be  hard  for  any  of  our 
Xantippes  to  find  a  Socrates^  and  therefore  that 
Quality  is  as  deftru&ive  to  their  Interefts  in 
getting  Husbands,  as  it  is  to  the  Husband's 
Quiet  when  he  is  got. 

This  Vice  has  not  that  Prevalence  over 
Women  of  good  Breeding,  as  it  has  over 
the  Vulgar  :  But  tho'  they  afFe£t  a  Silence, 
or  a  Complaifance  among  their  Equals,  and 
among  Strangers,  if  we  knew  the  Cla- 
mours and  Vexations  that  they  are  perpetu- 
ally  perfecuting  their  Servants  with,  thefe 
Reflections  wou'd  not  be  thought  im- 
pertinent on  this  Account,  as  well  as  o- 
thers.  A  Scold  is  a  Creature  to  be  look'd 
for  only  in  Stalls  and  Markets,  and  not  a- 
mong  Perfons  of  Quality  -y  yet  their  Women, 
their  Footmen,  their  Tradefmen,  can  tell  you, 
that  tho' we  muft  not  fay,  Ladies  are  Shrews, 
yet  fome  of 'em  are  every  whit  as  trouble- 
fomcy  and  if  we  may  not,  out  of  Decency, 
call  their  Difiemper  by  its  Name,  we  muit 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  Remedies  to  cure  it,  as  if 

i  we 
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we  did.  Such  fhou'd  confider,  that  as  often 
as  they  fhew  themfelves  angry  to  their  Infe- 
riors, fo  often  do  they  lofe  their  Superiority  $ 
He  who  is  in  Temper,  having  always  the 
Command  of  him  who  has  loft  it.  To  fuch, 
we  muft  recommend  the  ufual  Method  of 
Phylick,  to  cure  by  Revulfion.  Let  that 
fharp  Humour,  which  fo  habitually  flows 
to  the  Tongue,  be  taught  a  little  to  recoil, 
and  work  inward :  Inftead  of  reviling  others, 
correft  your  felves,  and  upbraid  your  own 
Madnefs  ,  if  to  gratify  an  impotent  and  moffc 
painful  Paffion,  you  degenerate  from  what 
your  Nature,  your  Qualities,  your  Educa- 
tion delign'd  you.  Anger  is  corrofive,  and 
if  it  be  kept  only  to  feed  upon  it  felf,  muft 
be  its  own  Devourer  5  if  it  be  permitted^  to 
fetch  no  Forage  from  without ,  nor  to  nou- 
rish its  felf  with  Sufpicions  and  Surmifes  of 
others,  nor  to  make  any  Sallies  at  the  Tongue, 
it  cannot  hold  long. 

Solomon  teaches  them  how  much  they 
herein  confult  their  Intereft  and  Reputation 
too  •>  he  makes  it  the  diftinguifhing  Chara&er 
of "a  foolijh  Woman ,  to  be  clamorous ;  whereas 
when  he  gives  that  of  an  excellent  Woman, 
he  links  Wifdom  and  Gentlenefs  together , 
She  openeth  her  Mouth  with  JYifdom,  and  in  her 
Tongue  is  the  Law  of  Kindnefs.  No  Man  c- 
ver  paid  dearer  for  his  Experience  of  the 
Frailties  of  the  Sex,  than  this  Royal  Philo- 

fopher  5  . 
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fopher  5  and  his  Judgment  confutes  the  com- 
mon Plea  of  q!uerulous  Spirits ,  who  think 
they  appear  filly  and  ftupid,  if  they  feem  in- 
fenfible  of  any  the  leaft  Provocation  y  tho* 
truly  if  it  were  fo  ,  'twou'd  be  full  as  eli- 
gible as  to  appear  mad  and  raving  ,which  they 
commonly  do  in  the  Tranfport  of  their  Fury, 

Meeknefs  is  fo  aimable,  fo  endearing  a 
Quality,  and  peculiarly  embellifhing  to  Wo- 
men, that  did  they  confider  it  with  half  the 
Attention  they  do  their  mod  trivial  exterior 
Ornaments,  it  wou'd  certainly  be  taken  up 
as  the  univerfal  Mode  in  all  the  feveral  Va- 
riations of  it. 

Having  confidered  the  Beauty  and  Happi- 
nefs  of  the  Virtue  of  Meeknefs,  let  us  take  in- 
to Confideration,  the  Deformity  andMifery 
of  the  Vice  of  Anger,  itsOppofite,  and  the 
Remedy  againfl:  it. 

Anger  is  the  profeft  Enemy  of  Counfel , 
'tis  a  direct  Storm,  in  which  no  Man  can  be 
heard  to  fpeak  or  call  from  without :  If  you 
give  gentle  Advice,  you  are  defpis'd  if  you 
urge  it  with  Vehemence,  you  provoke  it 
more.  'Tis  pur  Duty  then  to  lay  up  a  great 
Stock  of  Reafon,  that,  Hkeabefieg'dTown, 
we  may  be  provided  for  its  Aflaults,  and  be 
defenfible  from  within,  fince  we  are  not  like- 
ly to  be  reliev'd  from  without.  Anger  is  not 
to  be  fupprefs'd  but  by  fomething  that's  as 
inward  as  it  felfj  of  all  Paflions,  it  endea- 
vours 
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vours  moft  to  make  Reafon  ufelefs,  and  is 
an  universal  Paflion  of  an  infinite  Objeft : 
For  none  was  ever  lb  amorous  as  to  love  a 
Toad  ,  none  fo  envious  as  to  repine  at  the 
Condition  of  the  Wretched,  no  Man  fo  ti- 
morous as  to  fear  a  dead  Bee  >  but  Anger  is 
troubled  at  every  thing,  and  every  Man,  and 
every  Accident  -y  and  if  it  is  not  fupprefs'd, 
will  make  a  Man's  Condition  refllefs.  When 
it  proceeds  from  a  great  Caufe  it  turns  to 
Fury,  from  afmall  to  Peevifnnefs,  and  thus  is 
either  always  terrible  or  ridiculous ;  it  renders 
the  Body  monftrous  and  contemptible,  the 
Voice  horrid,  the  Eyes  fierce,  the  Face  pale 
or  fiery,  the  Speech  clamorous  and  loud.  'Tis 
neither  manly  nor  ingenuous,proceeding  from 
foftnefs  of  Spirit  and  Pufillanimity ,  which 
is  the  Caule  that  Women  are  more  fubjeft 
to  it  than  Men,  fick  Perfons  than  healthful, 
the  old  more  than  the  young,  the  unprofpe- 
rous  more  than  the  fortunate  •>  a  Paflion 
fitter  for  Flies  and  Infedts ,  than  People 
who  have  Minds  that  are  fufceptible  of  no- 
ble and  generous  Sentiments.  It  istrouble- 
fome  not  only  to  thofe  that  fuffer  it,  but 
thofe  that  fee  it  j  there  being  no  greater  In- 
civility than  to  fly  out  into  the  Fury  and  Ex- 
travagance of  Paflion  before  Company.  How 
often  is  this  done  for  a  Fault  in  the  Cook, 
or  an  Accident  in  the  Butler,  for  a  Pullet  ill 
drefs'd,  or  a  Glafs  broke  >  fometimes  for  the 

fold 
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fold  of  a  Gown,  not  plac'd  asitiTiou'd  have 
been?  and  other  fuch  Trifles  not  worth  the 
Confiderationof  reafonable  Creatures.  An- 
ger makes  Marriage  a  neceflary  and  una- 
voidable Trouble  5  it  renders  Friendfhips, 
Familiarities,  and  Societies  intolerable,  and 
turns  frequently  Mirth  into  Tragedy,  Friend- 
ihip  into  Hatred,  a  wife  Man  into  a  Fool} 
he  lofes  himfelf  when  he  is  pofiefs'd  by  An- 
ger: It  perverts  the  Defire  of  Knowledge 
to  an  itch  of  Wrangling,  Juftice  to  Cruel- 
ty, Judgment  to  Oppreffion,  and  Power  to 
Infolence :  It  changes  Difcipline  into  Tedi- 
oufnefs  and  Hatred  of  liberal  Inftitution  y 
it  makes  a  profperous  Man  to  be  envy'd, 
and  an  unfortunate  to  be  pity'dj  it  is  a 
Confluence  of  all  their  regular  Paffions  y  En- 
vy, Sorrow,  Fear,  Scorn,  Pride,  Preju- 
dice, Rafhnefs,  Self-Love  and  Impatience, 
are  in  its  Compofition  5  and  tho'  very  trou- 
blefome  to  others,  is  moffc  fo  to  him  that 
has  it.  For  what  a  miferable  State  muft  that 
Soul  be  in,  which  is  pofleft  by  fo  many 
Daemons  ? 

In  order  to  caft  them  out,  and  purge  our 
felves  from  fuch  a  dreadful  PoiTeflion,  let  us 
diligently  obferve,  whether,  in  our  Defires  to 
fupprefs  Anger,  we  are  angry  with  our  felves 
for  being  fo  5  whether  we  deal  with  others 
like  Phyficians,  who  give  a  bitter  Potion, 
when  they  intend  to  eje£t  the  Bitternefs  of 
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Choler  $  for  this  will  provoke  the  Perfon,  and 
increafe  the Paffion.  We  muft  quietly  fet  up- 
on the  Mortification  of  it  5  we  mud  not  do 
it  with  Anger.  Be  watchful  over  your  felves 
for  a  Day  ,  that  will  be  no  great  Trouble 
to  you  j  add  a  fecond  Day  to  your  W atch- 
fulnefs,  it  will  be  more  eafy  than  the  fkftz 
and  by  being  thus  watchful  and  obfervant, 
you  will  make  your  Duty  a  Habit.  An- 
ger is  only  criminal,  when  'tis  againft  Cha- 
rity to  one's  felf,  or  one's  Neighbour.  An- 
ger againft  Vice  is  a  holy  Zeal,  and  an  Effect 
of  Love  to  God  and  to  our  Neighbour,  for 
whofe  Intereft  I  am  paffionate,  like  a  Per- 
fon  concern'd.  If  I  take  Care  that  my  An- 
ger makes  no  Reflection  of  Scorn  or  Cruel- 
ty upon  the  Offender,  or  of  Pride  and  Vio- 
lence ,  or  Tranfport  to  my  felf,  Anger 
then  becomes  Charity.  When  one  com- 
mended CharilauS)  King  of  Sparta^  for  a 
gentle,  good,  and  meek  Prince,  his  Col- 
legue  laid  well,  How  can  he  be  good,  who 
is  not  an  E?iemy  even  to  vicious  Perfons  ? 

Befides  the  Remedies  which  have  been  al- 
ready prefcrib'd  againft  this  furious  Pafiion, 
this  evil  Spirit,  with  which  Mankind  is  fo 
apt  to  be  poflefs'd,  there  are  others,  which 
Religion,  and  the  Hopes  of  everlaiting  Hap- 
piness will  infpire.  Heaven,  an  eternal  Scene 
of  Content  and  Joy,  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
Rage  of  a  cholerick  Man  >  and  his  Though  ts 

can 
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can  never  be  ere&ed  towards  thofe  peaceful 
Manfions,  when  his  Soul  is  ruffled  and  ma- 
fter'd  by  the  Fury  of  an  ungovernable  Paf- 
fion.  Addrefs  your  felf  to  God,  when  this 
Fit  is  coming  upon  you,  pray  for  his  divine 
Afliftance  to  overcome  it  >  but  it  muft  firft 
be  in  fome  Degree  remov'd ,  and  'tis  then 
the  more  likely  to  be  over  before  your  Pray- 
ers. An  angry  Mind  is  not  fit  to  appear  be- 
fore the  God  of  Mercy.  If  you  muft  not 
approach  great  Men  when  you  are  in  a  Paf- 
fion,  how  much  more  are  you  to  be  Calm 
and  Serene,  when  you  prefent  your  felf  as  a 
Petitioner  before  the  Almighty  ?  The  cu- 
ring of  this  ill  Habit  will  be  the  Effe£t  and 
Blefling  of  your  Prayers. 

Seal  up  your  Lips,  and  let  it  not  out  when 
Anger  rifes  in  your  Breaft  >  For,  like  Fire, 
when  it  wants  Vent,  it  will  fupprefs  it  felf. 
It  is  good  in  a  Fever  to  have  a  tender  and  a 
fmooth  Tongue,  but  it  is  better  that  it  be 
fo  in  Anger  3  if  it  be  rough  and  diftemper'd 
in  a  Fever,  'tis  an  ill  Sign  $  if  fo  in  Anger,  'tis 
an  ill  Caufe.  Angry  Words  fan  the  Fire  like 
Wind,  and  in  the  Paflion  of  Anger  are  like 
Steel  and  Flint,  which  ftrike  Fire  by  mu- 
tual Collifion.  Some  Men  will  talk  them- 
felves  into  Paflion  ,  and  continue  till  they 
have  alfo  kindled  thoie  they  talk  to ,  and 
they  both  flame  out  with  Rage  and  Vio- 
lence. 

z  The 
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The  moft  excellent  natural  Cure  for  An- 
ger is  Humility.  He  who  by  daily  confi- 
dering  his  own  Infirmities  and  Failings, 
makes  the  Error  of  his  Neighbour  or  Ser- 
vant to  be  his  own  Cafe,  and  remembers 
that  he  daily  needs  God's  Pardon,  and  his 
Brother's  Charity,  will  not  be  apt  to  fall  in- 
to Paffion  at  the  Levities ,  or  Misfortunes, 
or  Indifcretions  of  another,  greater  than 
which,  he  confiders,  he  is  very  frequently 
and  more  inexcufably  guilty  of. 

Tho'  our  Saviour  fuffered  all  the  Contra- 
dictions of  Sinners,  and  received  all  Affronts 
and  Reproaches  of  malicious,  raih,  andfoo- 
lifhPerfons;  yet  in  all  of  them  he  was  with- 
out Paffion,  and  gentle  as  the  Morning  Sun 
in  Autumn.  In  this  alfo  he  propounded 
himfelf  imitable  by  us :  For  if  Innocence 
it  felf  fuffer'd  fo  great  Injuries  and  Difgra- 
ces ,  it  is  no  great  matter  for  us  quietly  to 
receive  all  the  Calamities  of  Fortune,  Indif- 
cretion  of  Servants,  Miftakes  of  Friends, 
Unkindnefles  of  Kindred,  and  Rudenefles 
of  Enemies,  fince  we  have  deferv'd  thefe 
and  worfe,  even  Hell  it  felf. 

If  we  are  tempted  to  Anger  in  the  Acti- 
ons of  Government ,  and  Difcipline  to  our 
Inferiors  5  in  which  Cafe,  Anger  is  permit- 
ted fo  far,  as  it  is  prudently  inltrumental  to 
Government,  and  is  only  a  Sin,  when  it  is 
exceflive  and  unfeafonable ,  apt  to  difturb 
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our  own  Difcourfe,  or  to  exprefs  it  felf  in 
imprudent  Words,  or  violent  Actions :  Let 
us  propofe  to  our  felves  the  Example  of 
God,  the  Creator  and  Preferver  of  all  things* 
who  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  the  fame 
Tranquillity,  decreed  Heaven  and  Hell,  the 
Joys  of  blefled  Angels  and  Souls ,  and  the 
Torments  of  Devils  and  accurfed  Spirits. 
When  at  the  laft  Day  all  the  World  fhall 
bum  under  his  Feet,  God  fhall  not  be  at  all 
enflam'd,  or  fhake  in  his  eflential  Seat,  the 
Center  of  Tranquillity  and  Joy.  Tho'  the 
Caufe  of  Anger  fhou'd  at  firft  feem  reafonable, 
defer  to  exequte  it  till  you  may  better  judge  5 
for  as  Phocion  told  the  Athenians,  who  upon 
the  firlt  News  of  theDeath  of  Alexander  were 
ready  to  revolt,  Stay  awhile,  for  if  the  King 
be  not  dead,  your  Haft e  will  ruin  you  $  if  he  be 
dead,  your  Stay  cannot  prejudice  you ,  for  he 
will  be  dead  to  Morrow  as  well  as  to  Day. 
So  if  your  Servant  or  Inferior  deferve  Pu- 
nifhment ,  flaying  till  to  Morrow  will  not 
make  him  Innocent-*  but  it  may  poffibly 
preferve  you  fo,  by  preventing  your  itriking 
a  guiltlefs  Perfon,  or  being  furious  for  a 
Trifle. 

Remove  from  your  felf  all  Provocations 
and  Incentives  to  Anger,  efpecially  Games 
of Chance,and  great  \V agers.  Patroclus  kilPd 
his  Friend,  the  Son  of  Amphidamas,  in  his 
Rage  and  fudden  Fury,  riling  upon  a  crofs 
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Game  at  Tables.  Such  alfo  are  petty  Cu- 
riofities,  and  Carefulnefs  about  worldly  Bu- 
fmefs :  Manage  your  felf  with  Indifference 
or  Contempt  of  thefe  external  things,  and 
do  not  fpend  a  Paflion  upon  them  ->  it  is  more 
than  they  are  worth}  they  that  defire  but 
a  few  things,  can  be  crofs'd  but  in  a  few. 

Set  not  your  Hearts  upon  gay  and  cofl> 
ly  Rarities,  as  Glafles,  China- Ware  $  nor  on 
wreak  and  ufelefs  Animals ,  as  Parrots,  Ca- 
nary Birds,  Lap-dogs,  and  the  like  3  the 
breaking  the  one,  or  the  neglecting  of  the 
other,  are  irrefiftible  Caufes  of  furious  An- 
ger, in  thofe  who  take  too  much  Delight  in 
them.  Jewels  and  rich  Furniture,  ifdamag'd 
or  loll,  will  infallibly  have  a  worfe  Effect 
on  fuch  People :  So  indeed  will  any  thing 
that  the  Soul  is  fet  upon,  when  they  meet 
with  Lofs  or  Difoppointment  in  it :  Where- 
fore our  Hearts  fhou'd  have  more  valuable 
Treafures  for  their  Obje£h ,  Treafures  that 
are  incorruptible,  laid  up  in  Heaven  >  and  in 
ol  der  to  the  Enjoyment  of  them,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  have  a  calm  and  quiet  Conferences 
void  ef  Offence  towards  God  and  towards 
Man. 

Do  not  entertain  nor  fuffer  Tale-bearers  * 
they  abufe  your  Ear  firft,  and  then  your  Cre- 
dulity \  they  fteal  your  Patience,  and  it  may 
be  for  a  'Lye  >  if  it  be  true ,  the  matter  is 
not  confiderable  i  if  it  be,  yet  'tis  pardona- 
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ble  and  you-may  always  efcape  ,  by  not 
hearing  Slander,  by  not  believing  it,  by  not 
regarding  it ,  or  by  forgiving  the  Perfon  ; 
To  this  Purpoie  alfo,  it  may  ferve  well  if 
we  chufe  as  much  as  we  can  to  live  with 
peaceable  Perfons,  for  that  prevents  theOc- 
cafions  of  Confufion  3  and  if  we  live  with 
prudent  Perfons,  they  will  not  eafily  caufe 
Difturbance  to  us.  Thefe  things,  'tis  true, 
are  not  in  many  Men's  Power,  and  are  there- 
fore prepar'd  rather  as  a  Felicity  than  a  Re- 
medy or  Duty,  and  an  A61  of  Prevention 
rather  than  of  Cure. 

Be  not  inquifitive  into  other  Men's  Affairs, 
nor  the  Faults  of  your  Servants,  nor  the  Er- 
rors of  your  Friends.  If  your  Friend  was 
mif-reprefented  to  you ,  as  may  very  well 
happen,  confider  what  an  Injullice  you  do 
him,  infirfpendingyour  Friendlhip,  and  be- 
ing angry  without  a  Caufe  3  ufe  all  reafona- 
ble  Difcourfes  to  excufe  the  Faults  of  o- 
thers,  confidering  there  are  many  Circum- 
ftances  of  Time ,  of  Perfon ,  of  Accident , 
of  Inadvertency ,  of  Infrequency,  of  Apt- 
nefs  to  amend,  of  Sorrow  for  doing  it ;  and 
it  is  well  that  we  reap  any  Good  for  the 
Evil  that  is  done  or  fufter'd. 

Be  always  paffive  in  Contentions ,  never 
A6Hve,  upon  the  Defenilvc,  not  the  Offen- 
iive  and  then  alfo  give  a  gentle  Anfwer,  re- 
trieving the  Furies  and  Indifcretions  of  o- 
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thers,  by  fort  Compliance :  You  will  find  it 
link  down  quietly,  l'ke  a  Stone  in  a  Bed  of 
Mofs:  whereas  Anger  and  Violence  make  the 
Contention  loud  and  long,  injurious  to  both 
the  Parties.  If  Anger  rife  fuddenly,  re- 
train it  firft  with  Consideration,  and  let  it 
end  in  a  hearty  Prayer  for  him  that  did  the 
real  or  feeming  Injury  5  the  former  flops  its 
Growth,  and  the  latter  quite  kills  it,  ma- 
king amends  for  its  monflrous  and  volunta- 
ry Births 
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HARITY  jls  a  Duty fo amia- 
ble to  God  and  Man,  that  we 
find  it  often  enjoyn'd  in  the 
Gofpel,  as  if  it  was  to  be  a  di- 
ftinguifhing  Virtue  of  Chrifti- 
ans.  The  New  Commandment  our  Saviour 
gave  us,  was,  Love  ye  one  another :  Again , 
By  this  Jhall  all  Men  know  that  ye  are  my  Dif- 
ciplcS)  if  ye  love  one  another.  The  Command 
of  God  fpeaks  more  for  this  Duty,  than  all 
the  Arguments  of  human  Reafon  can  do,  in 
Recommendation  of  the  moft  humane  of  all 
Virtues.  Charity  is  to  be  confider'd  as  it 
has  Relation  to  the  Affections  and  to  the 
Anions :  In  the  Affe£tions  it  is  a  fincere 
Kindneft,  which  difpofes  us  to  wifli  all  Good 
to  others,  in  all  their  Capacities,  in  the  fame 
manner  that  Juttice  obliges  us  to  wifh  no 
Hurt  to  any  Man,  in  refpect  either  of  his 
Soul,  his  Body,  his  Goods,  or  his  Credit  > 
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in  all  of  which  the  firft  Branch  of  Charily 
binds  us  to  wifli  all  good. 

We  cannot  have  the  leaft  Spark  of  this 
Virtue,  if  we  do  not  wifli  all  Good  to  the 
Souls  of  Men ,  fo  precious,  that  our  Savi- 
our thought  them  worth  ranfoming  with 
his  own  Blood.  •  If  we  do  not  thus  love 
one  another  ,  we  are  far  from  obeying  the 
Command  of  loving  as  he  has  lov'd.  It  were 
to  be  hop'd,  that  none  who  carry 'd  himfelf 
a  Soul  aboat  him,  cou'd  be  fo  cruel  to  that 
of  another  Man  ,  as  not  certainly  to  wifli 
its  Happinefs,  did  not  Experience  fhew  us 
there  are  fome  Perfons,  wThofe  Malice  is  fo 
deviliih  as  to  teach  even  the  dire£l  contrary, 
the  wiihing  the  Damnation  of  others.  Some 
there  are,  who^  in  any  Injury  or  Opprefli- 
on,  make  it  their  only  Comfort  that  their 
Enemies  will  damn,  themfelves  by  it.  He 
who  is  of  this  Temper  is  a  Difciple  of  the 
Devil,  and  not  of  Chrift,  it  being  directly 
oppofite  to  the  whole  Scope  of  that  grand 
Chriftian  Precept  of  loving  our  Neighbours 
as  our  felves.  Now  no  Man,  farcly5  who 
believes  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Damnation, 
wifhes  it  to  himfelf  3  be  he  never  fo  fond  of 
the  Ways  that  lead  to  it,  yet  he  ftill  wifhes 
his  Journey  may  not  rnd  there  5  and  there- 
fore, by  that  Rule  of  Charity,  hefliou'd  as 
much  dread  it  for  his  Neighbour. 


N  3  We 


1 7 o  Charity. 

We  are  to  wifh  all  Good,  all  Health  mi 
Welfare  to  the  Bodies  of  Men ;  of  our  own 
we  are  generally  tender  enough,'  and  dread 
the  leaft  Pain  or  111  which  can  befal  them. 
Now  Chanty ,  as  it  is  enjoyn'd  us  in  Scri- 
pture, extends  thisTendernefs  to  all  others, 
and  whatever  we  apprehend  as  grievous  to 
our  felves,  we  muft  be  unwilling  ihoa'd  be- 
fal another.  What  kind  Wifhes  we  owe  to 
their  Bodies,  are  owing  alfo  to  their  Eftates 
and  Credit.  As  we  defire  our  own  Repu- 
tation ihou'd  fiourilh,  fo  muft  we,  in  like 
manner,  defire  that  our  Neighbour  fhou'd, 
or  it  can  never  be  faid  that  we  love  cur 
Neighbours  as  our  felves. 

If  this  Charity  of  the  Affections  be  fin- 
cere,  it  will  keep  the  Mind  in  a  peaceable 
and  meek  Temper  towards  others ;  fo  far 
from  feeking  Occafion  of  Contention,  that 
no  Provocation  {hall  draw  us  to  it.  Where 
we  have  Kindnefs  we  fhall  be  unapt  to  quar- 
rel, it  being  one  of  the  fpecial  Qualities  of 
Chanty,  that  it  is  not  eafily  provok'd. 

It  will  breed  Compaflion  when  it  is  fin- 
cere  towards  all  the  Miferies  of  others.  E- 
very  Misfortune  that  happens  where  we  wiih 
weft,  is  a  kind  of  Difailer  to  our  felves.  If 
we  wifh  well  to  all,  we  ihall  neceflarily  be 
concern'd  in  the  Calamities  of  all ,  have  a 
real  Grief  and  Sorrow  to  fee  any  in  Miferv, 
and  that  according  to  the  Proportion  of  their 
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Sufferings}  it  will  alfo  give  us  Joy  in  the- 
Prolperity  of  others  ,  as  well  as  Comp 
an  in  their  Adverfities,  according  to  the 
Command,  Rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice^  and 
weep  with  thsm  that  weep. 

It  will  excite  and  ftir  up  our  Prayers  for 
others.  We  are  of  our  felves  impotent  fee- 
ble Creatures ,  unable  to  beftow  Bleifings 
where  we  moft  wifh  til  em  5  wherefore  if 
we  do  indeed  defire  the  Good  of  others,  we 
mull  leek  it  on  their  Behalf,  from  him 
whence  every  good  and  perfett  Gift  comet h. 
He  cannot  be  believ'd  to  wifh  well  in  ear- 
neft,  who  will  not  thus  put  Life  and  Effi- 
cacy into  his  Wifhes,  by  forming  them  in- 
to  Prayers  that  will  neither  be  vain  nor  fruit- 
lefs.  'Tis  St  .  Paul's  Exhortation,  that  Pray- 
ers and  Praifes  be  made  for  all  Men.  Thefe 
Fruits  of  Charity  are  fo  natural ,  that  'tis 
a  Deceit  for  any  Man  to  perfuade  himfelf  he 
has  it  ^  who  cannot  produce  them  to  evi- 
dence it  by. 

A  farther  Excellency  of  this  Grace  is  5 
that  it  guards  the  Mind  from  feveral  great 
and  dangerous  Vices ,  as  from  Envy  >  Cha- 
rity envieth  not ,  fays  the  Apoftle  5  and  in- 
deed common  Reafon  may  confirm  this  to 
us*  for  Envy  is  a  Sorrow  at  the  Profperity 
of  another,  and  therefore  mufi  needs  be  di- 
rectly contrary  to  that  Defire  of  it  which  is 
the  Effect  of  Love.    How  vainly  then  do 
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thofe  pretend  to  Charity,  who  are  continually 
repining  at  every  good  that  happens  to  others? 

It  fupprcflcs  Pride  and  Haughtinefsj  Chari- 
ty vaunt  eth  not  it  felf,  is  not  puffed  up,  fays  St. 
Paul,  and  where  we  find  this  Virtue  of  Love 
commanded,  there  Humility  is  joyn'd  with 
it :  Put  on  therefore,,  fays  the  fame  Apoftle, 
Bowels  of  Mercy  ,  Kindnefs,  HumbJenefs  of 
Mind.  And  again,  Be  kindly  affeftioned  one 
towards  another  with  brotherly  Love ,  in  Ho- 
nour preferring  one  another.  Humility  natu- 
rally flows  from  Charity,  Love  always  let- 
ting a  Price  upon  the  thing belov'd  5  which 
is  too  conftantly  found  in  Self-love,  making 
us  think  highly  of  our  felves,  that  we  are 
much  more  excellent  than  others.  Where- 
fore fince  Love  plac'd  on  our  felves  produ- 
ces Pride,  let  us  divert  the  Courfe,  turn  the 
Love  on  our  Brethren \  and  'twill  as  furely 
beget  Humility  5  we  ihall  then  fee  and  val- 
ine thofe  Gifts  and  Excellencies  of  them, 
which  now  our  Pride  or  our  Hatred  makes 
us  over-look  and  negleih  We  fhou'd  cfteem 
others  better  than  our  felves,  as  the  feme  A- 
poftle  exhorts  us  \  whoever  therefore  is  of  fo 
haughty  a  Temper  as  to  vilifie  and  difdain 
others,  may  conclude,  he  has  not  this  Cha- 
rity rooted  in  his  Heart. 

It  is  a  certain  Remedy  againft  Cenforiouf- 
nefs,  Charity  thinketh  no  Evil,  is  not  apt  to 
put  the  worft  Conftrudtions  on  other  Mens 
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Actions ,  but  on  the  contrary,  believeth  all 
things^  andhopeth  all  things  #s  St.  Paul  tells  the 
Corinthians ,  by  which  he  means ,  it  is  for- 
ward to  believe  and  hope  the  beft  of  all  Men  y 
our  own  Experience  teaches  us  the  fame  * 
where  we  love  wefee  no  Faults,  witnefsthe 
great  Blindnefs  we  have  to  our  own,  and 
therefore  fhall  certainly  not  be  like  to  create 
them  where  they  are  not ,  or  to  aggravate 
them  beyond  their  true  Size  and  Degree. 
To  what  then  fhall  we  impute  riiefe  un- 
merciful Cenfures  and  rafh  Judgments  of  o- 
thers,  fo  frequent  among  Men,  but  to  the 
want  of  this  Charity  ?  Thefe  rafh  Judgments, 
thefe  unmerciful  Cenfures,  have  been  more 
enormous  within  thefe  few  Years  than  ever. 
Under  this  black  Chara6ter  came  thofe  exe- 
crable Libels  that  have  of  late  been  publifh'd 
againft  the  Reputation  of  the  wifeft  and 
braveft  Men  of  our  Times :  The  Thirft  after 
Scandal  has  been  fo  furious,  that  nothing 
can  fatiate  it.  The  Writers  of  thefe  infa- 
mous In^edtives  are  fuch  as  know  not  this 
Virtue  of  Charity,  or  Sin  againft  Knowledge 
the  greateft  of  all  Sins.  Whatever  Applaufe 
they  may  have  from -.wicked.  Men  for  a  Sea- 
fon,  their  Reward  will  be  hereafter  with  the 
reft  of  the  evil  Doers ,  in  the  burning  Lake, 
whofe  Fires^have  no  end. 

Charity  renounces  all.  Difiembling  and 
feign'd  Kindnefs  y.  where  this  true  and  real-. 
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Love  is,  the  falfeand  counterfeit  flies  before 
it.  This  is  the  Love  we  are  commanded  to 
have,  fuch  as  is  without  DiJJimitlatio?i  \  in- 
deed, where  this  is  rooted  in  the  Heart, 
there  can  be  nopoffible  ufeof  Diflimulat-ion, 
becaufethis  is  in  Truth,  all  that  the  falfe  one 
wou'd  feem  to  be  3  and  fo  is  as  far  beyond  it, 
as  Nature  is  beyond  Art,  nay,  as  a  Divine 
Virtue  is  beyond  a  foul  Sin}  of  which  thefe 
are  guilty  that  make  large  Profeffions  of 
Friendfhip  to  Perfons,  whom  as  foon  as  their 
Backs  are  turn'd,  they  either  laugh  at  or  do 
Mifchief  to. 

Charity  cafts  out  all  mercenary  and  felf- 
interelted  Principles  \  its  Temper  is  fo  noble 
and  generous,  that  it  defpifes  all  Projeftings 
for  Gain  or  Advantage  >  Lave  feeketh  not  her 
o<wn.  What  a  bafe  Spirit  is  that  then  which 
places  its  Love  only  there  where  it  may  fetch 
in  Benefit  ? 

Charity  clears  the  Heart  of  all  Malice  and 
Dcfire  of  Revenge ,  which  is  fo  utterly  con- 
trary to  it,  that  'tis  impoflible  they  fhou'd 
both  dwell  in  the  fame  Breaft.  5Tis  the  Pro- 
perty of  Love  to  bear  all  Things ,  and  how 
exalted  is  this  Virtue  when  it  raifes  Man  fo 
near  to  Divinity,  as  to  throw  off  this  natu- 
ral Propenfity  of  it  to  Vengeance ,  and  to 
imitate  God  himfelf,  who  forgives  them 
that  forgive  others  their  Trefpalfes  ?  This 
Virtue  exercis'd  but  towards  fome  fort  of 
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Men,  might  confift  with  Malice  to  others, 
it  being  poflible  for  a  Man  that  bitterly  hates 
one,  to  love  another  $  but  the  Charity  of  Chri- 
stians is  not  to  befo  limited  >  itmuft  extend- 
it  felf  to  all  Men,  particularly  to  Enemies,  or 
elfe  it  is  not  that  divine  Charity  commended 
to  us  by  Chrift.    The  loving  of  Friends  and 
Benefa6tors,  is  fo  low  a  Pitch  of  it,  that  the 
Publicans  and  Sinners ,  the  very  worftofMen5 
were  able  to  attain  it  y  and  therefore  it  is  not 
counted  rewardable  in  a  Difciple  of  Chrift , 
he  muft  foar  and  fhake  off  the  Corruption 
of  deprav'd  Nature,    which  is  always  for 
rendring  Evil  for  Evil ;  whereas  Chriltianity 
enjoyns  to  render  Good  for  Evil.  /  fay  unto 
you,  love  your  Enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe 
you,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpit e fully  it fe 
you  and  perforate  you,  was  the  Command  of 
the  Son  of  God ;  and  whoever  does  notthis3 
will  never  be  own'd  by  him  for  a  Difciple,. 
There  is  not  one  Precept  fo  often  repeated  in 
the  New  Teftament,  as  this  of  Chanty  :  Be 
ye  kind  to  one  another,  tender  hearted,  forgiv- 
ing one  another \    Again,  Forbearing  one  ano- 
ther, and  forgiving  one  another  :  If  any  Man 
have  a  Quarrel  againft  any,  even  as  Chrifi 
forgave  you,  fo  alfo  do  ye.    And  again, .Not 
rendring  Evil  for  Evil,  nor  Railing  for  Rail-* 
ing,.  but  contrary  wife  Blejfjing.   Is  it  not  pro- 
digioufly  ftrange,  that  Men  calling  them- 
felves  Chriftians,  who  have  the  Gofpel  be- 
N  6  fcrs. 
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fore  th,em,  and  do,  or  may  hear  it  read  dai- 
ly to  them,  fhou'd  give  fo  little  Obedience 
to  Precepts  fo  often  repeated,  nay,  not  only 
fo,  but  even  publickly  avow  and  profefsthe 
contrary,  as  we  daily  fee  they  do?  What  is 
ftill  more  prodigious,  is,  that  Men  who  are 
to  teach  this  Law,  which  theGofpel  hasfo 
ftrongly  afferted,  fhou'd  give  way  to  Bitter- 
nefs  and  Railing,  and  at  one  Breath,  fink 
Millions  of  Souls  by  their  rafh  Judgments  to 
eternal  Perdition.  Whence  comes  this  Fury 
that  rages  even  in  too  many  Pulpits,  is  it  not 
the  Dictate  of  the  Spirit  of  Malice,  which 
is  the  Spirit  of  the  Devil?  Can  any  thing  be 
a  more  dire&  obeying  of  him  ?  Thofe  that 
fin  in  this  kind,  take  his  Livery  on  their 
Backs,  and  proclaim  whofe  Servants  they  are. 
What  ridiculous  Impudence  is  it  then ,  for 
Men,  who  have  enter'd  themfelves  of  Sa- 
tan's Family,  to  pretend  to  be  the  Servants 
of  Chrift?  let  fuch  know  afliiredly,  that  they 
fhall  not  be  own'd  by  him,  but  at  the  great 
Day  of  Account,  be  turn'd  over  to  their  pro- 
per Mailer,  to  receive  their  Wages  in  Fire 
and  Brimftone.  God -him&lffnaketb  his  Sun 
to  rife  on  the  Ev.il  and  on  the  Goody  and  fend? 
*th  Rain  to  the  Jufi  and  to  the  Unjuft,  a  molt 
forcible  Confederation  to  excite  us  to  this 
Duty  of  Charity  >  God  is  the  Fountain  of 
Perfe&ions,  aad  the  being  like  him,  is  the 
fum  of  all  we  can  wiih  tor  ,  the  Defire  to 
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imitate  our  Heavenly  Father,  is  the  fpecial 
Mark  of  a  Child  of  his.  Now  this  Kindnefs  and 
Goodnefs  to  Enemies,  is  moft  eminently  re- 
markable in  God ,  and  that  not  only  in  re- 
fpe&of  his  temporal  Mercies,  but  chiefly  in 
his  fpiritual.  We  are  all  by  our  wicked 
Works  Enemies  to  Him,  and  the  Mifchief 
of  that  Enmity  wou'd  have  fallen  upon  our 
felves  y  God  had  no  Motive  befide  that  of 
his  Pity  to  wifh  a  Reconciliation  -y  yet  fo  far 
was  he  from  returning  our  Enmity,  when 
he  might  have  reveng'd  himfelf  to  our  Eter- 
nal Ruine,  that  he  deligns  and  contrives  how 
he  may  bring  us  to  be  at  Peace  with  him. 
And  what  were  the  Means  he  us'd  for  effeft- 
ing  this  ?  A  Degree  of  Mercy  and  Kindneft, 
Hill  infinitely  greater,  he  fent  his  own  Son 
from  Heaven  to  work  it,  and  that  not  only 
by  Perfuafions,  but  by  Sufferings  aifo  :  He 
meekly  laid  down  his  Life  for  us  Enemies  > 
and  if  God  fo  loved  us^  we  ought  alfo  to  love, 
one  another.  How  thameful  a  thing  is  it  for 
us  to  retain  Difpleafures  againft  our  Brethren, 
when  God  thus  lays  by  his  towards  us,  and 
that  when  we  have  lb  highly  provok'd  him  ? 

What  a  valt  Difference  will  appear  in  the 
Comparifon  between  the -Offences  of  our 
Brethren  againft  us,  and  our  Sins  againft 
God  ?  If  we  confider  the  Majefiy  and  Pow- 
er of  the  Being  againil  whom  we  fin,  and 
his  infinite  Goodnefs  towards  us  3  can  Men 
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of  the  fame  Nature  with  us,  tho'  of  the 
higheft  Eminency  in  the  World,  be  offen- 
ded by  us  as  we  offend  God,  bleffed  for  ever  ? 
What  is  the  Power  of  other  Men  over  us, 
but  the  Gift  of  God?  and  are  not  we  who 
are  his  Creatures,  bound  to  the  ftri6teft  Obe- 
dience to  this  Original  of  all  Power?  All 
that  we  enjoy  ,  whether  in  relation  to  this 
Life  or  a  better,  was,  is,  and  muft  be  de- 
rived from  him  \  and  it  is  therefore  impofli- 
ble  for  us  to  offend  Men  in  fuch  a  Degree  as 
we  daily  offend  God,  our  Creator,  Prefer- 
ver,  and  Benefaftor  -7  yet  he  pardons  thofe 
that  iincerely  apply  to  him  by  Repentance  y 
and  ihall  not  we  pardon  one  another  ?  How 
can  thofe  hot  Spirits  that  are  dazled  by  falfe 
and  fatal  Notions  of  Honour,  refle£t  upon 
their  Duty  towards  God  and  Man  on  this 
Article ,  and  run  upon  the  moft  fanguinary 
A6ts  of  Revenge  ?  For  it  will  not  be  an  Excufe 
at  the  great  Day  of  Account,  to  fay,  it  was 
the  Cuftbm  of  the  Age  and  Country,  the 
Pra£Hce  of  fuch  a  Profeffion,  I  fliou'd  have 
loft  my  Commiffion  or  my  Reputation,  if  I 
had  not  committed  the  Murther.  The  Trial 
before  the  dreadful  Tribunal  of  God,  is  not 
to  be  evaded  by  fuch  Excufes>  nor  will  the 
Blood  of  our  Brother  be  wip'd  off  by  the 
foft  Name  of  Manslaughter  :  Good  God ! 
is  the  Slaughter  of  a  Man  fo  foft  a  Name^ 
that  it  renders  the  Criminal  innocent  with 
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refpe£t  to  the  Punifliment  at  leaft  ?  And  the 
Sinisfo  little  in  the  Opinion  of  fuch  Dealers 
in  Blood,  that  they  look  upon  Forbearance 
and  Charity  as  abfur'd  and  unreafonable  -y  but 
fince  Gddhimfelf  a£ts  it  in  fo  much  an  high- 
er Degree,  who  can,  without  Blafphemy, 
fay,  'tis  unreafonable?  One  cannot  too  often 
reprove  this  damnable  Cuftom  ofmurthering 
one  another ,  out  of  Pun&ilio  -y  as  if  Hell, 
the  Portion  of  all  Murtherers,  was  a  Dream, 
and  the  Vifions  of  mad  Brains,  the  Rules  that 
Chriftians  fhou'd  walk  by.  Leaving  thefe  ex- 
ecrable Sinners  to  God  and  their  own  Con- 
fciences,  let  us  farther  confider  the  Virtue 
of  Charity,  as  'tis  pleafant  and  delirable  in 
it  felf. 

None  can  fo  well  judge  of  its  pleafantnels 
as  thole  that  have  pra&is'd  it  5  the  Nature 
of  earthly  Pleafures  being  fuch,  that  'tis 
the  Enjoyment  only  which  can  make  a  Man 
truly  know  themi  how  unjuft,  howfoolifh 
is  it  to  pronounce  ill  of  a  thing  before  Trial? 
thofe  that  have  try'd  it,  have  tailed  the  Sweets 
of  this  Divine  Grace,  and  are  always  longing 
after  Opportunities  to  tafte  them  again  3  thofe 
that  have  not  try'd  it,  may  difcern  it  to  b6 
lovely  at  adiftance  5  if  by  no  other  way,  by 
comparing  it  at  leall  with  the  uneafinefs  of 
its  contrary.  Malice  and  Revenge  are  the 
moil  reltlefs  tormenting  Paffions  which 
can  pofiefs  the  Mind  of  Man  5  they  keep 
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Men  in  perpetual  Study  and  Care  how  to 
effe£fc  their  mifchievous  Purpofes,  fffoey  Jleep 
not  unlefs  they  have  done  Mi f chief y  except  they 
caufe  fome  to  fall.  It  imbitters  all  the  good 
things  they  enjoy,  fo  that  they  have  noRe- 
lifli  of  them.  We  have  a  remarkable  In- 
fiance  of  that  in  Haman  ,  who  ,  tho'  he  a- 
bounded  in  all  the  Greatnefs  and  Felicity  of 
the  World,  yet  his  Malice  to  a  poor  Fo- 
reigner,  Mordecai ,  kept  him  from  tailing 
Contentment  in  them :  All  this  availeth  me 
nothings  fays  he,,  fohngas  I  fee  Mordecai  the 
Jew  fitting  at  the  King's  Gate.  On  the  other 
Hand,  a  peaceable  Spirit,  that  can  quietly 
pafs  by  all  Injuries  and  Affronts,  enjoys  a 
continual  Calm,  and  is  above  the  Malice  of 
his  Enemies*  Let  them  do  what  they  can, 
they  cannot  rob  him  of  his  Quiet  y  he  is 
firm  as  a  Rock,  which  no  Storms  or  Winds 
can  move,  when  the  furious  and  revengeful 
Man  is  like  a  Wave,,  which  the  leaft  Blaft 
tofles  and  tumbles  from  its  Place.  Befides 
this  inward  Difquiet  of  revengful  Men,  they 
often  bring  many  outward  Calamities  upon 
themfelves  i  they  exafperate  their  Enemies, 
and  provoke  them  to  do  them  greater  Mif- 
chiefs*  nay,  they  often  willingly  run  them- 
felves upon  thegreateft  Miferiesinpurfuitof 
their  Revenge,  to  which,  'tis  common  to 
fee  Men  expofe  Goods,  Eafe,  Credit,  Life, 
and  even  Soul  it  felf  He  who  ufurps  a  Power 
i  to 
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to  decide  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe  himfelf , 
not1>y  the  force  of  Truth,  but  the  ftrength 
of  his  Arm,  and  the  point  of  his  Sword  }  if 
he  falls  in  that  horrid  Difpute  without  re* 
penting,  (and  how  can  he  repent  in  the  A- 
gonies  of  Death  ?)  will  furely  have  made  a  Sa- 
crifice of  his  Soul  to  the  Rage  of  his  Re- 
venge. The  terrible  Confideration  of  hur- 
rying our  own  Soul,  or  the  Soul  of  one's 
Enemy,  to  the  W orld  from  whence  there 
is  no  Redemption,  in  the  very  Heat  of  a 
diabolical  PalTion  ,  is  enough  to  deter  every 
thinking  Creature  from  fuch  eurfed  Purfuits 
of  Vengeance.  A  foft  Anpwer  turneth  away 
TVrath^  fays  a  wife  Man  and  a  King,  abetter 
Judge  of  the  Dignity  of  every  Man's  Perfon, 
and  of  his  Duty  to  Honour,  than  our  Modern 
Bravo'sy  who,  likeGamefters  in  their  Debts 
at  Play,  fhew  it  in  no  other  Parts  of  their 
Lives  5  whence  they  may  infallibly  conclude, 
that  that  Honour  is  falfe  5  for  were  it  true, 
it  wou'd  ihine  confpicuoufly  in  all  their  A- 
clions.  How  wou'd  fuch  Men  laugh  at  a 
Leflbn  of  Meeknefs,  which  often  melts  an 
Adverfary,  and  pacifies  Anger?  If  an  Ene- 
my is  fo  inhuman  as  not  to  be  melted  by  it, 
the  meek  Perfon  is  ftill  a  Gainer  ;  he  gains 
an  Opportunity  of  exercifing  the  moll  Chri- 
ftian  Grace  of  Charity  and  Forgivenete,  by 
which  he  at  once  obeys  God,  and  imitates 
the  Example  of  our  Saviour,    He  gains  an 
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Accefiion,  an  Encreafe  to  his  Reward  Jiere- 
after,  the  Expe6tation  and  Belief  of  which, 
is  alone  a  Delight  infinitely  more  ravifliing 
than  the  prefent  Enjoyment  of  all  fenfual 
Pleafure  can  be. 

The  Prayer  our  Redeemer  has  left  us,  en- 
joy ns  us  to  forgive  the  Trefpaffes  of  others^  as 
ive  hope  to  be  our  [elves  forgiven.  A  Confi- 
deration,  which  methinks  fhou'd  affright  us 
into  good  Nature  $  if  it  does  not,  our  Ma- 
lice is  greater  to  our  felves  than  to  our  Ene- 
mies :  For  alas !  what  Hurt  is  it  poflible  for 
you  to  do  to  one  another,  in  Com  pari  fon 
of  what  you  do  your  felf,  in  lofing  the 
Pardon  of  your  Sins  ?  Hell  and  Damnation 
being  certainly  the  Portion  of  every  unpar- 
don'd  Sinner,  befides  all  other  Effects  of 
God's  Wrath  in  this  Life.  The  Devil  puts 
the  Phrafe  in  the  Mouth  of  Men,  that  Re- 
venge is  pweet  3  for  is  it  poflible  there  can  be, 
even  in  the  moft  uiftemper'd  Palate,  any  fuch 
Sweetnefs  in  it,  as  may  recom pence  the  e- 
verlafting  Bitter nefs  that  attends  it  ?  No 
Man  in  his  Wits  can,  upon  fober  judging, 
imagine  there  is :  But  alas !  we  give  not  our 
felves  time  to  weigh  things,  fuffering  our 
felves  to  be  hurry 'd  away  by  an  hafty  Hu- 
mour, never  considering  how  dear  wre  muft 
pay  for  it,  like  the  filly  Bee,  that  in  Anger 
leaves  at  once  her  Sting  and  her  Life  behind 
her     the  Sting  may,  perhaps,  give  fome 
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ihort  Pain  to  the  Flefli  it  flicks  in  5  yetfure- 
ly  the  Bee  has  the  worft  of  it,  that  pays  her 
Life  for  fo  poor  a  Revenge.    Flatter  not 
your  felves,  that  there  is  any  way  for  you  to 
evade  the  Sentence  that  is  paft  upon  you. 
If  ye  forgive  not  Men  their  Tre/paJ/es^  neither 
will  your  Father  forgive  you .    W  hat  a  heavy 
Curfe  does  every  revengeful  Perfon  lay  up- 
on himfelf,  when  he  prays  to  God  to  forgive 
us  our  Trefpaffes  ,   as  we  forgive  them  that 
trefpafs  againfl  us.  He,  in  effect,  begs  not 
God  to  forgive  him,  and  'tis  too  fure,  that 
part  of  his  Prayer  will  be  heard,  hefhall  be 
forgiven,  juft  as  he  forgives,  that  is?  not  at 
all.    Chrift  aflures  us  in  the  Parable  of  the 
Servant  that  obtained  Forgivenefs  of  his 
Lord  of  a  vaft  Debt,  ten  thonfand  Talents^ 
yet  was  fo  cruel  to  his  Fellow  Servant,  as  to 
exa£t  a  trifling  Sum  of  an  hundred  Pence  5 
upon  which,  his  Lord  recall'd  his  former 
Forgivenefs,  and  charg'd  him  again  with 
the  whole  Debt :  So  likewife  Jhall  my  Hea- 
venly Father  do  unto  you ,   if  ye  from  your 
Hearts  forgive  not  every  Man  his  Brother 
their  'Trefpajfes.    One  fuch  Act  of  Unchari- 
tablenefs ,  is  able  to  forfeit  us  the  Pardon 
God  has  granted  us,  and  then  all  our  Sins 
return  again  upon  us ,  and  fink  us  to  utter 
Ruine.    How  grateful  ought  we  to  be  to 
the  Saviour  of  the  World,  the  Son  of  God, 
JVho  died  for  us  all?  And  'tis  but  reafonable 
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that  we  JlooiCd  not  henceforth  live  unto  our 
/elves,  but  unto  him  that  died  for  us.  He  has 
earnestly  recommended  to  us  the  Love  of 
our  Brethren;  he  does  it  with  the moft mo- 
ving Arguments,  drawn  from  the  greatnefs 
of  his  Love  to  us  >  and  what  a  monftrous 
piece  of  Ingratitude  wou'd  it  be  in  us  ob- 
iiinately  to  refufe  him  fo  juft,  fo  moderate 
a  Demand?  which  we  do,  if  we  keep  any 
Malice  or  Grudge  to  any  Perfon  whatfoe- 
ver.  This  is  not  only  a  vile  Ado  of  Unthank- 
fulnefs  and  Ingratitude,  'tis  a  horrible  Con- 
tempt anddefpiling  of  him  :  This  Peace  and 
Unity  of  Chriftians,  was  a  thing  fo  much 
priz'd  and  valu'dby  hirn,  that  when  he  was 
to  leave  the  World,  he  thought  it  the  moft 
precious  thing  he  cou'd  bequeath  5  and  there- 
fore left  it  by  way  of  Legacy  to  his  Difci- 
ples,  Peace  I  leave  with  * you.  We  ufe  to  fee 
a  great  Value  on  the  ilightefb  Requefts  of 
our  dead  Friends  3  and  if  we  are  fo  negligent 
of  this  precious  Legacy  of  Chrift,  'tis  a  plain 
Sign  we  want  that  Love  and  Efteem  of 
him,  which  we  have  of  our  earthly  Friends, 
and  that  we  defpife  him  as  well  as  his  Le- 
gacy. 

What  need  there  is  of  enlarging  upon  this 
Duty  of  Charity,  is  notorious  to  every  one 
that  lives  in  our  Times,  when  Moderation, 
even  in  things  of  themfelves  indifferent,  is 
fo  far  from  being  reckon'd  a  Virtue,  that  it 
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is  declared  in  Places,  where  nothing  but  the 
heavenly  Voice  of  Truth  fhou'd  be  always 
heard,  to  be  a  Sin.  Can  we  have  Charity 
without  Moderation  ?  Can  we  have  true  Zeal 
without  Holinefs?  Can  we  be  holy  and  not 
keep  God's  Commands,  which  every  where 
enjoyn  Peace^  Umty9  Loving-kindnefs^  For- 
heafance^  and  ivbatever  is  contrary  to  a  cruel 
and  perfecuting  Spirit  ?  Nor  is  this  Duty  of 
Moderation  inconfiftent  with  a  juft  Zeal  for 
that  pure  Religion,  in  the  Profeflion  of  which 
we  were  bred  and  live.  The  Purity  of  our 
own  Profeflion,  fhou'd  make  us  look  with 
Pity  and  Companion,  at  the  Corruption  of 
others  5  and  when- we  pity,  we  {hall  endea- 
vour to  reform ,  not  by  Violence,  but  by 
Meeknefs,  by  all  friendly  and  peaceable  Ways 
prefcrib'd  us  by  the  Rules  of  the  divine  Vir- 
tue of  Charity. 

To  attain  which  ,  let  us  feek  out  for  all 
Remedies  againft  its  Oppofite,  the  Vice  of 
Anger  5  to  give  them  Succefs,  they,  like  bo- 
dily Medicines,  mull:  be  ufed  in  time 5  the 
Efficacy  of  'em  is  loft  by  being  us'd  too  late. 
Let  die  Reflections  that  have  been  made  on 
the  Duty  of  Charity,  prevent  ail  Rifings  of 
Rancour  and  Revenge,  it  being  much  bet- 
ter they  fhou'd  feem  as  Armour  to  guard, 
than  as  Balfam  to  cure.  IfthisPallionbenot 
yet  fubdu'd  in  you,  befure  to  take  it  at  its 
very  fir  ft  Rife,  and  let  not  your  Fancy  chew, 
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as  it  were,  upon  the  Injury,  byoften  rol- 
ling it  in  your  Mind:  Remember  you  pleafe 
God,  by  pafling  by  the  Offence  of  your  Bro- 
ther y  and  the  Devil,  that  Lover  of  Difcord, 
by  nourifliing  Hatred  againfthim  :  Remem- 
ber this,  before  you  are  inflamed ;  for  if  the 
Fire  of  Anger  be  thoroughly  kindled,  'twill 
caft  forth  fuch  a  Smoak,  as  will  blind  your 
Reafon,  and  make  you  unfit  to  judge,  even 
in  this,  fo  very  plain  a  Cafe,  whether  it  be 
better,  by  obeying  God,  to  purchafe  to  your 
felf  eternal  Happinefs,  or  by  obeying  Satan, 
eternal  Mifery .    From  this  fpeculative ,  let 
us  proceed  to  pra&ical  Charity,  by  which 
the  former  mult  be  approved.  If  we  pretend 
fo  great  Charity  in  the  Affe&ions,  and  none 
break  out  in  the  A£tions ,  we  may  fay  of 
that  Love,  as  St.  James  fays  of  the  Faith 
he  fpeaks  of,  that  it  is  dead.    In  this  Cha- 
rity of  the  A&ion ,  we  are  firft  to  endea- 
vour the  Comfort^ and  Refrefhment  of  our 
Brethren ,  to  defire  to  give  them  all  true 
Caufe  of  Joy  and  Chearfulnefs ,  efpecially 
when  they  are  under  any  Sadnefs  or  Heavi- 
nefs  $  we  fhou'd  then  bring  forth  all  the  Cor- 
dials we  can  procure  5  we  fhou'd  labour  by 
all  Chriftian  and  fit  Means,  to  cheer  their 
troubled  Spirits,  to  comfort  them  that  are  in 
Heavinefs.    But  our  moft  zealous  Charities 
are  to  be  laid  out  on  the  Souls  of  our  Neigh- 
bours, not  contenting  our  felves  with  bare 
a  wifliing 
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wifliing  them  well,  a  fluggiih  fort  of  Kind- 
nefs,  unworthy  thofe  who  are  to  imitate  the 
great  Redeemer  of  Souls,  who  did  and  fuf- 
fer'dfamuchin  thatPurchafe  5  we  muftalfo 
add  our  Endeavour  to  make  them  what  we 
wifli  them.    If  this  Purpofe  were  fix'd  in 
our  Minds,  we  {hou'd  find  out  many  Oppor- 
tunities of  doing  good  to  their  Souls,  which 
now  we  overlook.   The  fenfelefs  Ignorance 
of  fome  wou'd  call  you  to  inftruct  them, 
and  the  open  Sin  of  others,  to  reprove  and 
admonifh  them.    Every  fpiritual  Want  of 
our  Neighbour,  gives  an  Occafion  of  exer- 
cifing  fome  part  of  this  Charity;  or  if  your 
Circum  fiances  be  fuch,  that  upon  ferious  Re- 
flection,  you  think  it  in  vain  to  attempt  a~ 
ny  thing  your  felf  on  account  of  your  Mean- 
nefs,  fmall  Acquaintance,  or  any  the  like 
Impediment,  which  might  render  your  Ex- 
hortation fruitlefs  3  yet  if  you  are  induftrious 
in  your  Charity,  you  may  probably  find  out 
fome  other  Inftrument  by  whom  to  do*  it 
more  fuccefsfully.   There  cannot  be  a  nobler 
Study  than  how  to  benefit  Mens  Souls;  there- 
fore when  the  dirett  Means  are  improper,  'tis 
fit  we  fhou'd  diligently  fet  our  felves  to  fearch 
after  others.    And  after  all  our  Endeavours, 
if  the  Obflinacy  of  Men  do  not  fuffer  us  or  , 
themfelves,  to  reap  any  Fruit  from  them  5  if 
all  our  Entreaties  of  them  to  have  Mercy  on 
their  Souls,  will  not  work  upon  them,  we 
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muft,  however,  continue  to  exhort  them 
by  Example.  Let  thy  Soul  weep  in  fecretfor 
them,  and let  Rivers  of JVaters run  down  thine 
Eyes,  becaufe  they  keep  not  God's  Law .  Ch  r i  It 
himfelf  wept  over  them,  who  would  not 
know  the  things  that  belonged  to  their  teace. 
When  no  Importunities  have  any  Effe£t,  even 
then  ceafe  not  to  importune  God  for  them. 
Samuel ,  when  he  cou'd  not  difliiade  the 
People  from  the  (infill  Purpofe  they  were 
upon,  profeft  that  he  woir  d,  notwithftand- 
ing,  continue  praying  for  them,  which  he 
•thought  to  be  fo  much  a  Duty,  that  'twou'd 
be  a  Sin  for  him  to  omit  it.  God  forbid  that 
Ifhou'd  fin  again ft  the  Lord r,  in  ceafing  to  pray 
for  you  ;  nor  fhall  we  need  to  fear  that  our 
Prayers  will  be  quite  loft  \  for  if  they  pre- 
vail not  for  thefe,  for  whom  we  pour  them 
out  yet,  as  the  Pfalmift  fays,  they  will  re- 
turn into  own  Bofoms. 

This  Charity  to  the  Souls  of  Men  began 
to  fhineout  fome  Years  ago,  under  the  Pro- 
tevSiion  of  our  late  gracious  Sovereign  Queen 
Mary,  now  reigning  in  Heaven  >  a  Princefs 
eminently  diftinguiih'd  from  all  others  of 
her  exalted  Rank,  by  her  extenfive  Cha- 
rity to  Mens  Souls :  In  her  was  feen  confpi- 
cuoufly  the  Beauty  of  the  now  defpis'd  Vir- 
tue of  Moderation  ,  and  her  bright  Exam- 
ple was  imitated  by  all  who  were  fo  happy 
as  to  behold  it.    The  Societies  which  were 
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fet  up  to  reform  Manners,  receiv'd  all  kind 
of  Encouragement  from  her  Piety  and  Boun- 
ty, and  there  appear'd,  while  ihe  liv'd,  a 
pure  difinterefted  Spirit  of  Charity,  which 
has  fince  funk  into  a  Spirit  of  Pride,  Profit, 
find  .Vexation.  It  is  to  be  hop'd,  that  fo 
good  a  Defign  will  recover  its  Reputation, 
by  being  efpous'd  by  Men  of  Wifdom  and 
Virtue,  whofe  Examples  will  do  more  to- 
wards making  others  good,  than  the  force 
of  Laws  and  fpitefulnefs  of  Perfecution  , 
which  are  only  for  the  Incorrigible,  where 
Reproof  is  in  vain.  To  pretend  Charity  for 
the  Souls  of  others,  and  to  have  none  for  our 
own,  is  like  running  to  quench  our  Neigh- 
bour's Houfe  when  'tis  on  Fire ,  and  leave 
our  own  burning.  Thofewhodo  not  repre- 
hend, but  infult  their  wicked  Brethren,  who 
wou'd  not  mend  but  punifli  them,  are  Re- 
formers who  want  to  be  themfelves  re- 
form'd  and  it  is  not  by  fuchthat  we  expect 
to  have  Charity  recommended  and  pra£tic'd. 

Tho'  we  are  to  prefer  the  Souls  of  Men 
to  their  Bodies  in  the  Exercife  of  this  Vir- 
tue, yet  the  latter  is  by  no  means  to  be  ne- 
glefted,  and  Charity  cannot  be  perfect  where 
it  does  not  not  take  in  both.  We  are  not 
only  to  have  Companion  on  their  Pains,  we 
mult  do  what  we  can  for  their  Eafe  and  Re- 
lief-, 'tis  not  good  Wifhes,  nor  good  Words 
neither,  that  avail  in  fuch  Cafes.  If  a  Bro- 
O  ther- 
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ther  or  Sifter ,  fays  St.  James,  be  naked  and 
deftitute  of  daily  Food,  and  one  of  you  fay  un- 
to them,  depart  in  Peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  fil- 
led, notwithftanding  ye  give  him  not  thofe  things 
that  are  needful  for  the  Body,  what  doth  it 
profit  ?  It  furely  profits  them  nothing  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  their  Bodies,  and  will  profit  you  as 
little  in  refpeft  of  your  Souls.  This  relieving 
of  the  bodily  Wants  of  our  Brethren,  is  a 
thing  fo  ftri£tly  requir'd  of  us,  that  we  find 
it  fet  down  as  an  Article  which  we*  {hall  be 
call'd  to  account  for  at  the  laft  Day  5  and 
thofe  who  have  omitted  it,  lhall  have  this 
dreadful  Sentence  pronounc'd  againft  them. 
Depart  from  me  ye  Cur  fed  into  everlafting  Fire, 
for  you  fed  not  the  Hungry,  you  gave  not  the 
jThirfty  to  drink,  you  harboured  not  the  Stran- 
ger, you  cloathed  not  the  Naked,  nor  viftted 
the  Sick  and  Imprifori'd.  Thefe  are  common 
and  ordinary  Exercifes  of  Charity,  for  which 
we  cannot  want  frequent  Opportunities  5  but 
befides  thefe,  there  may  fometimes,  by  God's 
fpecial  Providence,  fall  into  our  Hands,  Oc- 
calions  of  doing  other  good  Offices  to  the  Bo- 
dies of  our  Neighbours.  We  may  fometimes 
find  a  wounded  Man  with  the  Samaritan, 
and  then  'tis  our  Duty  to  do  as  he  did  :  we 
may  fometimes  find  an  innocent  Perfon  con- 
demn'd  to  death,  as  Sufannahwas,  and  then 
are,  with  Daniel,  to  ufe  all  poflible  Endea- 
vours for  his  Deliverance  >  which  is  the  Cafe 
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Solomon  feems  to  refer  to,  when  he  tells  us, 
If  thou  forbear  to  deliver  him  that  is  drawn  un- 
to Death j  and  them  that  are  ready  to  be  jlain: 
If  thou  fayeft)  behold^  we  knew  it  not  5  doth 
not  he  that  ponder eth  the  Heart  confider  ?  And 
he  that  keepeth  the  Soul9  doth  not  he  know  it  ? 
Shall  not  he  render  to  every  Man  according  to 
his  Deeds  ?  We  are  not  lightly  to  put  off  the 
Matter  with  vain  Excufes,  but  to  remem- 
ber, that  God ,  who  knows  our  moft  fe- 
cret  Thoughts,  will  feverely  examine  whe- 
ther we  have  willingly  omitted  the  per- 
formance of  fuch  a  Chanty.  Sometimes  a- 
gain,  and  God  knows,  too  often  now  a  days, 
we  may  fee  a  Man,  that  by  a  Courfe  of  In- 
temperance, is  in  danger  to  deftroy  his  Health, 
toihortenhis  Life,  and  then  it  is  a  due  Cha- 
rity not  only  to  the  Soul,  but  to  the  Body 
alfo,  to  endeavour  to  draw  him  from  it. 
The  doing  good  to  Mankind,  feems  to  be 
fo  much  implanted  in  our  Natures,  as  we  are 
Men,  that  we  generally  account  them  not 
only  Unchriftian,  but  Inhuman,  who  are 
void  of  it;  and  fincethis  Command  is  agree- 
able even  to  Flefh  and  Blood,  our  difobedi- 
ence  to  it,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  a 
Stubbornnefs  and  Refiftance  againil  God5 
who  gives  it. 

As  we  are  to  exprefs  our  Charity  towards 
the  Bodies,  fo  are  we  alfo  to  do  it  towards 
the  Goods  or  Eftate  of  our  Neighbours, 
O  z  To 
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To  that  end  we  muft  be  willing  toaffiftand 
further  him  in  all  honeft  ways  of  improving 
or  preferving  his  Eftate  or  Goods,  by  any 
neighbourly  or  friendly  Office  :  Opportuni- 
ties of  this  frequently  fall  out  >  a  Man  may 
fometimes  by  his  Power  or  Perfuafion,  de- 
liver his  Neighbour's  Goods  out  of  the  Hands 
of  a  Thief  or  Oppreflbr:  Sometimes  again 
by  his  Advice  and  Counfel,  he  may  fet  him 
in  a  way  of  thriving ,  or  turn  him  from  a 
ruinous  Courfe.  Thefe  good  Offices  we  are* 
to  do,  even  to  thofe  of  our  Neighbours,  that 
are  more  wealthy  than  our  felves,  as  well  as 
to  thofe  that  are  not.  For  tho'  Charity  does 
not  bind  us  to  give  to  thofe  tllat  want  lefs 
than  our  felves  5  yet,  whenever  we  can  fur- 
ther their  Profit  without  leflening  our  own 
Store  5  nay,  if  the  Damage  be  but  light  to 
us,  in  Comparifon  of  the  Advantage  to  them, 
it  will  become  us  rather  to  hazard  that  little 
Damage,  than  lofe  them  that  greater  Ad- 
vantage. Charity  ties  us  more  towards  our 
poor  Brother,  we  are  there  only  to  confider 
the  fupplying  of  his  Wants,  and  not  to  flick 
at  parting  with  what  is  our  own  to  relieve 
him,  but  as  far  as  we  are  able,  to  give  free- 
ly what  is  neceflary  to  his  Relief.  If  we  do 
not  thus  love  our  Neighbour,  we  love  not 
(jcd,  as  St.  John  tells  us,  Whofo  hath  this 
IV or  id's  Goods,  and  feeth  his  Brother  have 
Need,  and  Jhutteth  up  his  Bowels  of  Compaf- 
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/ton  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  Love  of  God 
in  him  ?  'Tis  vain  for  him  to  pretend  to 
love  either  God  or  Man,  who  loves  his  Mo- 
ney fo  much  better,  that  he  will  fee  his 
poor  Neighbour,  who  is  a  Man,  and  bears 
the  Image  of  God,  fuffer  all  Extremities 
rather  than  part  with  any  thing  to  relieve 
him.  The  Performance  of  this  Duty  is  fo 
acceptable  to  God,  that  it  is  calPd  a  Sacri- 
fice well  f  leafing  to  him,  and  a  Sarcrifice  where- 
with God  is  well  pleafed  but  becaufe  even 
Sacrifices  themfelves  under  the  Law,  were 
often  made  unacceptable ,  by  being  tainted 
and  blemifh'd,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
enquire  what  are  the  due  Qualifications  of 
this  Sacrifice. 

One  Qualification  is,  that  we  do  it  in 
Obedience  and  Thankfulnefs  to  God,  who 
has  commmanded  us  to  give  Alms.  It  be- 
ing from  his  Bounty  alone,  that  we  receive 
all  ouv  Plenty,  we  cannot  cxprefs  our  Gra- 
titude in  a  more  proper  way.  Our  Goodnefs 
extendeth  not  unto  God-y  the  Tribute  we  de- 
fire  to  pay  out  of  our  Eftates,  we  cannot 
pay  to  his  Perfon  3  the  Poor  are  his  Proxies 
and  Receivers  3  and  therefore  whatever  we 
fhould,  by  way  of  Thankfulnefs,.  give  back 
to  him,  our  Alms  is  the  way  of  doing  it, 
Another  Qualification  of  the  Sacrifice  of 
Charity  is,  that  it  be  out  of  a  true  Love  and 
Companion  to  our  Neighbour,  a  tender  Fel- 
O  z  low 
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low-feeling  of  his  Wants,  and  Defire  of  his 
Comfort  and  Relief:  It  mull  alfo  havefome 
Refpeft  to  ourfelves,  and  be  in  hope  of  that 
eternal  Reward  promis'd  to  the  Perfor- 
mance 5  Lay  up  your  Treafure  in  Heaven  >  by 
a  charitable  difperfing  of  your  temporal 
Goods  to  the  Poor,  lay  up  a  Stock  there, 
to  gain  a  Title  to  that  endlefs  Blifs,  which 
God  has  promis'd  to  the  Charitable.  The 
Harveft  of  Charity  is  fo  rich,  that  it  wou'd 
abundantly  recompence  us,  tho'  we  ihou'd, 
as  the  Apofile  fpeaks,  Beftow  all  our  Goods 
to  feed  the  Poor  ->  but  then  we  muft  be  fure 
we  make  this  our  fole  Aim,  and  not  pro- 
pofe  to  ourfelves  the  Praifes  of  Men,  which 
in  fuch  cafe  will  be  our  only  Portion  •>  Ve- 
rily^ I  fay  unto  you,  they  have  their  Reward y 
is  what  Chrift  himfelf  faid  on  this  Occafi- 
on :  And 'again ,  Te  have  no  Reward  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  What  a  mife- 
rable  Exchange  fhall  we  make ,  if  we  pre- 
fer the  vain  Blaft  of  Man's  Breath ,  to  the 
fubftantial  and  eternal  Joys  of  Heaven ! 

This  is  a  plain  Reproof  of  all  pompous 
Charities :  The  Vanity  of  fome  Men  exten- 
ding beyond  Death  it  felf ,  they  wou'd  be 
prais'd,  when  they  are  rotting  in  their 
Graves,  for  the  Magnificence,  more  than 
the  Ufefulnefs,  of  their  Charity :  Of  this 
kind  are  all  ftately  Edifices  to  lodge  the 
Poor  in  5  the  Expence  of  which  wou'd  en- 
tertain 
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tert^im  double  the  Number  >  and  'tis  not 
the  Convenience  of  thole  unhappy  Men  and 
Women  whom  they  relieve  which  they 
confult,  fo  much  as  the  Grandeur  and  Ap- 
pearance of  their  Alms  3  a  Folly  contradi- 
ctory to  the  very  Nature  of  the  Duty.  Thote 
Charities  that  are  given  with  a  View  of  Self- 
intereft,  or  out  of  a  Spirit  of  Faction,  as  it  is 
to  be  fear'd  too  many  of  our  modern  Charities 
are,lhall  alfo  have  theirReward  in  this  World,, 
and  not  of  cur  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

Whatever  Alms  we  give,  we  muit  do  it 
chear  fully,  not  grudgingly ,  or  as  of  Necejjity. 
The  Manner  of  giving  adds  as  much  Merit 
to  the  Giver  as  the  Value  of  the  Gift.  There 
is  no  Duty  more  pleafant  and  delightful  to 
Humane  Nature,  unlefs  it  be  where  Cove- 
toufnefs  or  Cruelty  have  quite  work'd  out 
the  Man,  and  put  a  ravenous  Beaft  in  his 
ftead.  What  a  ravifhing  Pleafure  'tis  to  a 
benign  Soul,  to  fee  the  Joy  which  a  feafo- 
nable  Alms  brings  a  poor  Wretch.  There 
is  certainly  nothing  fo  pleafing  to  a  fenfible 
Mind,  as  is  the  Pleafure  conceiv'd  in  ones 
pleafing  another.  This  is  the  more  tran^ 
{porting  in  Almfgiving,  for  that  we  know, 
at  the  fame  time  we  are  pleafing  God  as  well 
as  Man  ->  for  Man  may  be  pleas'd  with  us 
when  God  is  difpleas'd.  The  moft  fenfual 
Creature  alive  knows  not  how  to  bellow  his 
Money  on  any  thing  that  {hall  bring  him  fo 
O  4  great: 
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great  a  Delight ;  and  therefore  it  ihou'd, 
methinks,  be  no  hard  matter  to  give  with- 
out Grudging  ,  fince  the  doing  it  with  Ala- 
crity and  Chearfulnefs,  affords  fo  much  Plea- 
fure  to  our  felves. 

It  may  be  objected,  vby  thofe  whofe  Hearts 
are  fet  on  the  Mammon  of  Unrighteoufnefs , 
as  well  as  by  thofe  who  do  not  abound  in 
the  things  of  this  World,  that  the  danger  of 
Impoverishing  ones  felf  by  what  one  gives  , 
may  take  off  the  Sweetnefs  of  this  delight- 
ful A£t,  and  make  Men  rather  not  give  at 
all,  or  not  fo  chearfully.  Now  were  this 
Hazard  never  fo  apparent,  yet,  it  being  the 
Command  of  God,  that  we  fhall  thus  give, 
we  are  yet  to  obey  chearfully,  and  be  as  well 
content  to  part  with  our  Goods,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  this  Duty,  as  we  are  many  times 
called  to  do  upon  fome  other :  In  which 
Cafe  pur  Saviour  tells  us ,  He  that  forfakes 
not  all  that  he  hath ,  cannot  be  his  Difciple. 
Befides,  God  has  particularly  promised  the 
contrary  to  the  Charitable,  that  it  fhall  bring 
Bleffings  on  them ,  even  in  thefe  outward 
things,  ^the  liberal  Soul  fhall  be  made  fat  y  and 
he  that  water eth  fiall  be  watered  aljb  himfelf 
Again,  He  thatgiveth  to  ihe  Poor  fhall  not  lack : 
And  again,  He  that  giveth  to  the  Poor  lendeth 
to  the  Lord  3  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he 
fay  him  again,  'Tis  thought  a  great  Difpa- 
ragement  amongft  Men,  when  we  refufe  to 
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truft  them ;  it  fhews  we  either  think  them 
not  fuflicient,  or  not  honeft.  How  vile  arr 
Affront  is  it  then  to  God  thus  to  diftruft 
him  ?  How  horrid  Blafphemy,  to  doubt  the 
Security  of  that,  for  which  he  has  thus  ex- 
prefsly  paft  his  Word  ?  He  who  is  the  Lord 
of  all,  and  therefore  cannot  be  inefficient  5 
he  who  is  the  God  of  Truth,  and  therefore 
will  not  fail  to  perform  his  Promife.  God 
becomes  Surety  for  your  poor  Brethren  ;  if 
they  cannot  repay  you,  God,  the  Giver  of 
all  Good,  will  afluredly  do  it :  And  what- 
ever you  thus  give,  is  fo  far  from  being  Da- 
mage to  you ,  that  it  is  your  great  Advan- 
tage. What  fo  prudent  Courfe  canwre  take 
for  our  Wealth,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  Reach 
of  thofe  innumerable  Accidents,  by  which  a 
rich  Man  may  in  an  inftant  be  like  Job5  re* 
duc'd  to  Beggary.  By  this  lending  it  to  the 
Lord,  we  may  be  fure  to  find  it  ready  at  our 
greateft  Need,  and  that  too  with  Improve- 
ment and  Increafe  5  in  which  Refpe£b  it  isr 
that  St.  P^/ compares  Alms  to  Seed,  whofe 
Nature  it  is  to  multiply  and  encreafe,  and  fo 
do  all  our  A6ts  of  Mercy  3  they  return  not 
fingle  to  us,  but  bring  in  their  Sheaves  with 
them,  a  moft  plenteous  Harveft. 

Let  not  this  give  Countenance  to  a  cer- 
tain Extravagance  of  Alms,  which  the  mis- 
guided Zeal  of  fome  well-meaning  Chrifti- 
ans  is  apt  to  run  into  5  they  give  to  the 
O  f  Poor 
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Poor  abroad  plentifully,  while  they  neglect 
the  Poor  at  home  5  they  are  inquifitive  after 
the  Necefllties  of  other  "Families,  and  carelefs 
of  the  Wants  of  their  own;  he  who  acts 
thus ,  is  wor/e  than  an  Infidel  \  we  muft 
give  with  Difcretion  as  well  as  with  Cheer- 
fulnefs  ;  we  muft  meafure  other  Mens  Wants 
by  our  own  Ability  to  relieve  them  *,  and  re- 
member, that  of  thofe  to  whom  much  is 
not  given,  much  will  not  be  requir'd. 

In  diftributing  our  Alms,  we  ftou'd  take 
care  to  do  it  feafonably.  'Tis  true  indeed, 
there  are  fome  fo  poor ,  an  Alms  can  never 
come  out  of  Seafon  ,  becaufe  they  always 
want:  yet,  even  to  them,  there  may  be  fome 
ipecial  Seafon  of  doing  it  to  their  greater 
Advantage.  For  an  Alms  may,  fome  times, 
not  only  deliver  a  poor  Man  from  prefent 
Extremity,  but  by  a  right  timing  of  it,  may 
fet  him  in  fome  way  of  a  more  comfortable 
Subfiftence  afterward.  It  is  generally  a  good 
Rule  to  difpence  what  we  intend  to  a- 
ny,  as  foon  as  may  be,  Delays  being  often 
hurtful  to  them  and  our  felves  >  it  is  furely 
fo  to  them,  the  more  we  prolong  their  groan- 
ing under  their  prefent  Want  \  and  after 
we  have  defign'd  them  a  Relief,  'tis  in 
fome  Degree,  a  Cruelty  to  defer  bellowing 
of  it :  Whatever  we  intend  them  for  their 
greater  Comfort,  they  lofe  fo  much  of  it,  as 
the  time  of  the  Delay  amounts  to.  Inrefpeft 
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to  our  felves,  'tis  ill  to  defer  it,  for  thereby 
we  give  Advantage  to  the  Temptation  either 
of  the  Devil,  or  our  own  covetous  Humour 
to  diflu.nde  us  from  it.  It  fares  thus  too  of- 
ten with  many  Chriftian  Duties,  for  want  of  a 
fpeedy  Execution ,  our  Purpofes  cool,  and 
never  come  to  aft:  Thus  many  refolve  they 
will  repent,  but  becaufe  they  fet  not  imme- 
diately about  it,  one  Delay  fucceeds  ano- 
ther, and  keeps  them  from  ever  repenting 
at  all. 

What  we  give,  let  us  give  prudently  al- 
fo  as  well  as  feafonably,  where  it  is  moft 
needed,  and  may  do  the  Receiver  moft  good 
If  we  give  at  all  Adventures,  to  all  that  feem  to 
want,  we  may  fometimes  give  more  to  thofe 
whole  Sloth  and  Lewdnefs  is  the  Caufe  of 
their  Want,  than  to  thofe  who  beft  deferve 
it  -y  and  fo  both  encourage  the  one  in  their 
Idlenefs,  and  difable  our  felves  from  giving'; 
to  the  other:  yet,  'tis  not  to  be  doubted,  but 
that  the  prefent  Wants  of  the  moft  unwor- 
thy, may  be  fuch  as  makes  it  our  Duty  to 
relieve  them  ;   but  where  no  fuch  prefling, 
Need  is,  we  fhall  do  beft  to  chufe  out  the  fitter 
Obje&s  of  Charity  :  Thofe  who  either  are  not 
able  to  labour,  or  elfe  have  a  greater  Charge 
than  their  Labour  can  maintain.    To  fuch 
we  fhou'd  fo  give  our  Alms,  as  may  be  moft: 
likely  to  do  them  good  \  the  manner  of  which; 
may  differ  according  to  the  Circumftan- 
O  6  c.e&- 
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ces  of  their  Condition.  To  fomeit  may  be 
beft  to  give  them  by  little  and  little  ^  to  o- 
thers,  the  giving  all  at  once  may  tend 
more  to  their  Benefit ;  and  fometimesa  fea- 
fonable  Loan  may  do  as  well  as  a  Gift,  -which 
one  may  be  able  to  part  with  for  a  time,  and 
not  fo  well  able  to  give  it  abfolutely.  It 
ceafes  to  be  Charity  if  we  lend  to  receive 
U(es  the  Charitable  Lender  muft  refolve,  if 
his  Debtor  fliou'd  prove  unable  to  pay,  to 
forgive  fo  much  of  the  Principal  as  his  Needs 
require,  and  the  Creditor's  Abilities  will  per- 
mit. They  want  much  of  this  Charity,  who 
throw  their  poor  Debtors  into  Jayl,  when 
fchey  know  they  have  nothing  toanfwer  the 
Debt :  A  great  Aft  of  Cruelty  to  make  a- 
nother  miferable,  when  nothing  is  gained  to 
our  felves  by  it.  Another  neceflary  Qualifi- 
cation of  Charity,  is  to  give  liberally,  #not 
fuch  pitiful  Scantlings  as  will  bring  no  Re- 
lief to  the  Receiver  ,  for  that  is  a  kind  of 
Mockery.  As  if  onefhou'd  pretend  to  feed 
a  Man,  who  is  almoft  famifh'd ,  by  giving 
him  a  Crumb  of  Bread  >  fuch  Doles  as  that 
wou'd  be  moft  ridiculous }  yet  I  fear  'tis  too 
near  the  Proportion  of  fome  Mens  Alms.  He 
that  has  two  Coats^  JJoottd  impart  to  him  that 
has  none.  John  the  Baptilt  did  not  fay,  He 
that  has,  a  great  Wardrobe,  but  even  he  that 
has  but  two  Coats,  muft  part  with  one  of 
them.    The  Primitive  Chriftian  Converts 
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gave  all  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Brethren?  which  tho3 
it  be  no  Meafure  of  our  conftant  Pra&ice, 
yet  it  fhews  us  how  fundamental  a  Part  of 
Chriftianity  this  Charity  is  ,  that  at  the 
very  founding  of  the  Church  of  Chrift ,  it 
was  praftis'd  to  fuch  vaft  Degrees.  The 
Gofpel  carries  this  Chriftian  Love  fo  far,  as 
to  lay  down  our  Lives  for  the  Brethren ;  and 
can  we  imagine  that  we  are  commanded  to 
be  fo  prodigal  of  our  Lives,  and  are  allow 'd 
to  be  fparing  of  our  Goods  ? 

The  Example  of  our  Saviour  can  never 
be  too  often  urg'd  on  this  Occafion,  For  ye 
know  the  Grace  of  oar  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  fays 
St.  Paul,  who  tho"  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your 
fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  thro"  his  Pover- 
ty might  be  rich.  He  empty'd  himfelf  of  all 
that  Glory*"  and  Greatnefs  he  enjoy'd  in 
Heaven  with  his  Father  >  and  fubmitted 
himfelf  to  a  Life  of  fuch  Meannefs  and  Po- 
verty, only  to  enrich  us  :  For  Shame  then, 
let  us  not  grudge  to  empty  our  Coffers,  to 
leflen  fomewhat  of  our  Heaps,  to  his  poor 
Members.  Be  liberal  to  the  Needy  here, 
if  you  hope  that  God  fhall  be  liberal  to  you 
of  his  Happinefs  hereafter.  He  that  foweth 
fparingly  fhall  reap  fparingly ,  and  he  that 
foweth  bountifully  fhall  reap  bountifully.  What 
is  the  Proportion  that  may  be  cali'd  a  libe- 
ral Giving,  I  fliall  not  undertake  to  deter- 
mine, there  being  Degrees  even  in  Libera- 
5  lity  5 
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lity  5  which  is  to  be  meafur'd,  not  fo  much 
by  what  is  given ,  as  by  the  Ability  of  the 
Giver.  A  Man  of  a  mean  Eftate  may  give 
lefs  than  one  of  a  great,  and  yet  be  the  more 
liberal  Perfon,  becaufe  that  little  may  be 
more  out  of  his,  than  the  greater  is  out  of 
the  others.  The  poor  Widow  is  declared  by 
Chrift)  to  have  given  more  to  the  'Trea  fury  than 
all  the  rich  Men-,  not  that  her  two  Mites 
were  more  than  their  rich  Gifts,  but  that 
it  was  more  for  her,  fhe  having  left  nothing 
behind  j  whereas  they  gave  out  of  their  A- 
bundance  what  they  might  eafily  fpare.  Eve- 
ry Man  muft  herein  judge  for  himfelf.  Tho' 
St.  Paul  earneftly  prefies  the  Corinthians  to 
Bounty^  yet  he  prefcribes  not  to  them  how 
much  they  {hall  give,  which  he  leaves  to 
their  own  Breafts,  Every  Man^  accordingas 
he  purpofeth  in  his  Heart ,  fo  let  him  give. 
For  the  due  Performance  of  this  Charity, 
the  Advice  of  the  fame  Apoftle,  to  the  fame 
People ,  may  be  our  Guide  $  Upon  the  firji 
Day  of  the  IVeek  let  every  one  of  you  fay  by 
him  in  ft  ore  as  God  hath  profpered  him.  By 
giving  little  and  little  the  Expence  would 
become  lefs  fenfible  y  and  it  wou'd  be  a 
Means  to  prevent  thofe  Grudgings  and  Re- 
pinings,  which  are  apt  to  attend  Men  in 
great  Disburfements.  As  a  Man's  Gains  arife, 
which  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  ex- 
amine Weekly  on  other  Accounts  alfo,  he 
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I  will  befl  know  how  to  regulate  his  Almf- 
giving m,  and  when  he  finds  how  God  has 
from  time  to  time  blert  him  in  his  Indufhy, 
it  will  then  be  grateful  and  feafonable  in  him, 
to  lav  by  a  Portion  of  it  for  his  Benefactor, 
to  whom  he  lends  it,  when  he  gives  to 
the  Poor.  Thofe  who  cannot  reckon  their 
weeklv  Gains,  who  take  longer  Spaces  of 
time  to  fettle  the  State  of  their  Profits  and 
Lofies,  may  take  alfo  longer  Spaces  for  hy- 
ing by  this  Store  for  charitable  Ufes :  No  cer- 
tain Space  can  be  prefcrib'd ,  nor  can  there 
hardly  be  any  time  out  of  Seafon:  But  that 
fomewhat  fhou'dbe  laid  by,  rather  than  left 
loofe  to  our  fudden  Charities ,  is  {lire  very 
expedient  5  and  I  doubt  not,  whoever  makes 
tryalofit,  will,  upon  Experience,  acknow- 
ledge it  to  be  fo. 

As  to  the  Exercife  of  our  Charity  with 
refpeft  to  our  Neighbour's  Credit  >  many 
are  the  Occalions  we  may  have  for  it ,  as 
well  towards  the  Guilty  as  towards  the  In- 
nocent. If  a  Man,  whom  we  know  to  be 
innocent,  be  flander'd  and  traduc'd,  Chari- 
ty obliges  us  to  do  what  we  may ,  for  the 
declaring  his  Innocency,  and  delivering  him 
from  that  falfe  Imputation,  not  only  by  wit- 
nefllng  when  we  are  call'd  to  it,  but  by  a 
voluntary  offering  our  Teftimony  in  his  Be- 
half >  or  if  it  is  not  in  a  judicial  Way,  and 
the  Slander  be  only  toft  from  one  to  another, 
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by  taking  all  Occafions  publickly  to  declare^ 
what  we  know  of  his  Innocency :  Yet  how 
are  we  forc'd  of  late  to  be  upon  our  guard, 
for  fear  of  giving  Offence,  by  declaring  too 
publickly  what  we  know,  of  the  Innocence 
of  thofe  whom  Scandal  has  aflaulted  in  the 
moft  outragious  manner!  Tho'  it  be  a  Du- 
ty upon  us  to  defend  the  good  Name  of  our 
Neighbour,  yet  we  may  not  in  fome  Cafes 
difcharge  our  Confciences.  There  never  was 
a  time  when  Calumny  was  fo  prevalent  $ 
never  did  Slander  fo  triumph  >  and  encou- 
rag'd  by  its  Succefs  ,  it  has  not  fpar'd  the 
moft  Innocent  and  the  moft  Worthy.  Thofe 
are  little  acquainted  with  this  Virtue  of 
Charity,  who  delight  in,  or  countenance 
Scandal,  not  only  againft  the  Innocent,  but 
in  many  Cafes,  againft  the  Guilty  alfo.  Some- 
times their  Fault  may  be  conceal'd,  if  it  be 
fuch,  that  no  other  part  of  Charity  to  others 
makes  it  neceflary  to  difcover  it ;  or  if  it  be 
not  fo  notorious ,  as  that  it  will  be  fure  to 
betray  it  felf. 

The  Wounds  of  Reputation  are  of  all 
others  the  moft  incurable  >  and  it  may  there- 
fore well  become  Chriftian  Charity  to  pre- 
vent them,  even  where  they  have  been  de- 
ferv'd  >  perhaps  fuch  a  Tendernefs  in  hiding 
the  Fault,  may  fooner  bring  the  Offender  to 
Repentance,  if  it  be  feconded,  as  it  ought 
to  be ,  with  all  the  Earneftnefs  of  private 
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Admonition.  If  the  Fault  be  fuch  that  it 
is  not  to  be  conceal'd,  yet  ftill  there  maybe 
room  for  this  Charity  ,  in  extenuating  and 
leflening  it  as  far  as  the  Circumftances  will 
bear*  as  if  it  were  done  fuddenly  and  rafh- 
ly,  Charity  will  allow  fome  Abatement  of 
the  Cenfure,  which  wou'd  belong  to  a  de- 
fign'd  and  deliberate  A6t.  The  moft  fre- 
quent Exercifes  of  this  Charity  happen  to- 
wards thofe,  of  whofe  either  Innocence  or 
Guilt  we  have  no  Knowledge.  'Tis  the 
Property  of  Love,  not  to  think  Evil  ,  and 
to  judge  the  beft$  we  fhou'd  therefore  ab- 
itain  from  uncharitable  Conclulions  of  them 
our  felves,  and  as  much  as  lies  in  us,  keep 
others  from  them  alfo  $  for  our  Neigh- 
bour's Credit,  which  we  fhou'd  endeavour 
to  preferve,  is  often  as  much  lhaken  by  un~ 
juft  Sufpicion,  as  it  wou'd  be  by  the  trueft 
Accufation.  Judge  not^  that  ye  be  not  judged \ 
is  a  very  plain  Precept,  and  attended  with  a 
Threat,  which  Ihou'd  make  us  tremble  at 
the  thoughts  of  doing  an  Injuftice  to  ano- 
ther's Reputation  5  for  if  to  think  ill  of  them 
be  forbidden,  whatmuft  itbe  to  (peak  ill  ?  If 
to  fufpeft  be  criminal,  what  is  it  to  accufe  ? 
And  what  will  that  Judgment  be,  with 
which  thefe  Dealers  in  Slander  are  threaten'd, 
but  dwelling  to  all  Eternity  with  the  Fa- 
ther of  Lies  and  Malice,  the  Devil  and  his 
Angels  ?  Such,  as  fure  as  there  is  a  God  in 
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Heaven,  will  be  the  Punifhinent,  without 
Repentance,  of  all  thofe,  who  out  of  Wan- 
tonnefs  of  Wit,  or  perhaps  bafer  Induce- 
ments ,  to  pleafe  and  flatter  thofe  they  ad- 
drefs,  do  blacken  the  Reputation  of  others, 
not  only  with  wicked  Suggeftions,  but  foul 
and  pofitive  Aflertions.  It  will  be  paid  home 
to  them,  and  to  all  that  gave  Encourage- 
ment to  them,  intheftrict  and  fevere  Judg- 
ment of  God. 

Let  us  now  confider  Charity  as  it  has 
refpect  to  Juftice :  All  the  Parts  of  it  may 
indeed  be  rank'd  under  that  Head}  it  being, 
by  Chrift's  Command ,  become  a  Debt  to 
our  Brethren  \  and  to  pay  our  Debts  is  moil 
furely  a  part  of  Juftice :  But  becaufe  in  com- 
mon ufe  we  diftinguifti  between  the  Offices 
of  Juftice  and  Charity,  we  will  enlarge  a 
little  on  thofe  charitable  A<5ts ,  which  have 
reference  to  the  former.  Men  look  upon 
their  A6ts  of  Mercy,  as  things  purely  volun- 
tary, which  they  have  no  Obligation  to. 
Upon  this  Score  they  are  apt  to  think  very 
high  of  themfelves,  when  they  have  per- 
form'd  any,  tho'  never  fo  mean  $  but  never 
blame  themfelves,  tho'  they  omit  all.  What 
they  think  they  may  either  do,  or  not,  with- 
out committing  a  Sin,  if  they  do  it,  muft, 
in  their  Opinion,  be  very  meritorious.  They 
do  not  remember,  that  it  is  enjoyn'd  us  to 
love  our  Neighbour  as  our  /elves,  and  that  we 
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are  not  left  to  our  own  Choice  in  the  mat- 
ter. This  is  the  Standard ,  by  which  we 
are  to  meafure  all  our  A&ions  which  relate 
toothers:  Wherefore,  when  any  Neceflity 
of  your  Neighbour's  prefents  it  felf  to  you, 
ask  your  felf,  whether,  if  you  were  in  the 
like  Cafe,  your  love  to  your  felf  wou'd  not 
make  you  induftrious  for  Relief?  and  then, 
whether  your  love  to  your  Neighbour  mult 
have  the  fame  EfFe£t  for  him  ?  St.  James 
calls  this  the  Royal  Law,  and  there  is  more 
Humanity  in  it,  than  in  all  the  refin'd  No- 
tions of  Philofophy  3  all  who  profefs  them- 
felves  Subje&s  to  Chrift ,  rauft  be  rul'd  by 
his  Law  3  and  whoever  is  fo  rul'd,  will  not 
fail  of  performing  all  Charities  to  others,  be- 
caufe  it  is  fure  he  wou'd,  upon  the  like  Oc- 
cafions,  have  all  fuch  performed  to  himfelf. 
There  is  none  but  wifhes  to  have  his  good 
Name  defended,  his  Poverty  reliev'd ,  his 
bodily  Suffering  fuccour'd  >  only  it  may  be 
faid,  that  in  the  fpiritual  Wants,  there  are 
fome  fo  carelefs  of  themfelves,  that  they  wifh 
no  Supply,  they  defire  no  Reproofs,  no  In- 
ftru&ions  >  nay,  they  are  angry  when  they 
are  given  them>  which  may  make  it  feem, 
that  fuch  are  not  bound  by  this  Law  tothofe 
Charities.  But  this  Love  of  our  felves,  which 
is  fet  as  the  Meafure  of  that  to  our  Neigh- 
bour, is  to  be  underftood  to  be  that  reafona- 
ble  Love  which  Men  ought  to  have  3  and 
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tho'  a  Man  fail  of  that  due  Love  he  owes 
himfelf,  yet  his  Neighbour  has  not  forfeited 
his  Right  by  it.  He  has  ftill  a  Claim  to 
fuch  a  Degree  of  our  Love  as  is  anfwerable 
to  that,  which  in  Right  we  fliou'd  bear  to 
eur  felves.  And  none  can  doubt  but  the 
Care  of  our  fpi ritual  Welfare  is  what  we 
are  bound  to  be  folicitous  for.  Neither 
will  the  defpifing  our  own  Souls  abfolve  us 
from  Charity  to  other  Mens. 

A  veryufeful  and  benign  Branch  of  Cha- 
rity is  that  of  Arbitrament  and  Peace- ma- 
king among  others.  This  is  beneficial  both 
to  the  Souls,  Bodies,  Goods,  and  Credit 
of  our  Brethren 5  the  reftoring  of  Amity, 
and  reconciling  of  Enemies,  is  a  moft  blef- 
fed  Work ,  which  brings  always  a  Blefling 
on  the  A£tors.  Blejfed  are  the  Peace-makers  : 
Chriftafllir'dusof  it,  and  we  maybe  encou- 
rag'd  by  it  diligently  to  ky  hold  of  all  Op- 
portunities to  do  this  Office  of  Charity,  to 
ufe  all  our  Art ,  and  endeavour  to  make  up 
all  Grudges  and  Quarrels  among  our  Neigh- 
bours. We  muft  not  only  labour  to  re- 
ftore  Peace  where  it  is  loft,  but  to  preferve 
it  where  it  is,  by  ftriving  to  beget  in  the 
Hearts  of  all  we  converfe  with  a  true  Va- 
lue of  that  moft  precious  Jewel,  Peace,  and 
by  a  timely  Prevention  of  thofe  Jarrs  and 
Unkindnefles  we  fee  likely  to  fall  out.  It, 
will  often  be  in  the  Power  of  a  difcreer. 

Friend 
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Friend  or  Neighbour  to  cure  thofe  Mi- 
ftakes  and  Mifunderftandings ,  which  are 
the  firft  Beginnings  of  Quarrels  and  Conten- 
tions 5  and  it  will  be  both  more  eafy,  and 
more  profitable,  thus  to  prevent  than  paci- 
fy Strifes.  When  a  Quarrel  is  once  broken 
out,  'tis  like  a  violent  Flame,  which  can- 
not fo  foon  be  quench'd ,  as  it  might  have 
been ,  while  it  was  but  a  fmothering  Fire. 
It  alfo  prevents  many  Sins ,  which ,  in  the 
Progrefs  of  an  open  Contention,  are  almoft 
fure  to  be  committed.  In  the  Multitude  of 
Words  there  wanteth  not  Sin,  fays  Solomon^ 
which  cannot  be  more  truly  faid  of  any  fort 
of  Words,  than  thofe  that  pafs  in  Anger  * 
tho'  the  Quarrel  be  afterwards  composed, 
yet  thofe  Sins  ftill  remain  on  their  Account, 
and  it  is  therefore  a  great  Charity  to  pre- 
vent them. 

To  fit  a  Man  for  this  excellent  Office  of 
Peace-making,  it  is  neceflary  he  be  firft  re- 
markably peaceable  himfelf  $  for  with  what 
Face  can  you  perfuade  others  to  that  which 
you  will  not  perform  your  felf  ?  Or  how 
can  you  e&pe£tyour  Perfuafions  will  have  a- 
ny  EfFeft?  There  is  one  Point  of  Peaceable- 
nefs  which  feems  to  be  little  regarded  among 
Men,  and  that  is  the  Cafe  of  legal  Trefpai- 
fes.  Men  think  it  nothing  to  go  to  Law 
about  every  petty  Trifle ,  and  do  not  ima- 
gine there  can  be  any  Blame  in  them ,  as 
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long  as  they  have  the  Law  on  their  fidej 
but  furely  had  we  that  true  Peaceablenefs  of 
Spirit  which  we  ought ,  we  fhpuld  be  un- 
willing, for  fuch  flight  Matters,  to  trouble 
and  difquiet  our  Neighbours.  Not  that  all 
going  to  Law  is  utterly  unchriftianj  but 
fuch  kind  of  Suits  efpecially,  as  are  upon 
Contentioufnefs  and  Stoutnefs  of  Stomach  , 
to  defend  fuch  an  inconfiderable  Right ,  as 
the  parting  with  will  do  'em  little  or  no 
Harm  3  or,  which  is  yet  worfe,  to  avenge 
fuchaTrefpafs.  In  greater  Matters,  he  that 
parts  with  fome  of  his  Right,  for  Love  of 
Peace,  does  furely  the  moft  Chriftianly,  and 
moll  agreeably  to  the  Advice  of  the  Apo- 
llle ,  Rather  to  take  Wrong ,  and  [ujfer  our 
[elves  to  be  defrauded. 

How  do  thofe  then  diflionour  their  mofl 
holy  Profeflion,  who  having  the  Care  of 
the  Souls  of  a  Flock  committed  to  their 
Charge,  infteadof  maintaining  Peace  among 
them,  inftead  of  fetting  them  a  pious  Exam- 
ple of  Amity  and  Gentlenels,  are  continual- 
ly perfecuting  them  with  litigious  Suits  a- 
bout  their  inconfiderable  Dues,  and  fpoil  all 
the  Hopes  of  Harveft  from  the  Seed  they 
low  among  them.  In  the  Profecutions  of 
which ,  too  many  of  them ,  not  only  take 
the  moft  vexatious  Means  of  Profecution , 
but  alfo  carry  themfelves  towards  them  with 
ib  much  Haughtinefs  and  Sullennefs ,  that 
z '  many 
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;  J  many  of  the  Sheep  have  gone  affray,  pure- 
ly on  account  of  their  fullen  and  haughty 
Shepherd.  'Tis  true,  worldly  Men  are  fo 
apt  to  defraud  them  of  thofe  Dues  which 
their  Avarice  grudges  them,  that  Law  will 
fometimes  be  neceflary  5   yet  even  then  , 

I they,  and  all  others,  fhou'd  take  Care  of 
preferving  Peace  by  carrying  a  Friendly  and 
Chriftian  Temper  towards  the  Parties  they 
contend  with,  in  a  legal  way,  not  fuffering 
their  Hearts  to  be  at  all  eftranged  from  them, 
by  being  willing  to  yield  to  any  reafonable 
Terms  of  Agreement,  whenever  they  lhall 
be  offer'd.  Thofe  that  do  not  carry  this 
Temper  of  Mind  in  their  Suits,  cannot  be 
reconcileable  to  that  Peaceablenefs,  ib  ftri<3> 
ly  required  of  all  Chriiiians,  who  own  them- 
felves  to  be  the  Servants  of  him  whofe  Ti- 
tle it  is  to  be  the  Prhjce  of  Peace. 

It  remains  to  treat  of  the  Charity  of  the 
Actions,  with  Refpe£t  to  the  Extent  of  it, 
which  muft  take  in  not  only  Strangers,  and 
thofe  of  no  Relation  to  us,  but,  like  that  of 
the  Affections,  reach  to  the  bittereft  of  our 
Enemies.  We  have  feen  that  it  is  our  Du- 
ty to  forgive  them,  and  when  we  have  once 
forgiven  5  we  can  then  no  longer  account 
them  Enemies  5  after  which,  it  will  be  no 
hard  Matter,  even  to  Flefh  and  Blood,  to 
do  all  kind  things  to  them.  Indeed  this  is 
the  way  by  which  we  muft  try  the  Sinceri- 
ty 
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ty  of  our  Forgivenefs.  'Tis  eafy  to  fay,  I 
forgive  fuch  a  Man,  but  if,  when  an  Op- 
portunity of  doing  him  good  is  ofFer'd  r 
you  decline  it,  'tis  apparent  there  yet  lurks 
the  old  Malice  in  your  Heart.  Where  there 
is  a  thorough  Forgivenefs,  there  will  be  as 
great  a  Readineft  to  benefit  an  Enemy  as  3, 
Friend,  and  Perhaps,  in  fome  Refpe£ts ,  a 
greater :  A  true  charitable  Perfon,  looking 
upon  it  as  an  eflential  Prize ,  when  he  has 
,an  Opportunity  of  evidencing  the  Truth  of 
his  Reconciliation ,  and  obeying  the  Pre- 
cept of  his  Saviour,  by  doing  good  to  them 
that  hate  him.  If  we  cou'd  perform  thefe 
A£ts  of  Kindnefs  to  Enemies  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  might  draw  them  from  their  Enmity, 
and  win  them  to  Peace,  the  Charity  wou'd 
be  doubled.  This  we  fhou'd  aim  at,  for 
that  we  fee  the  Apoftle  fets  at  the  end  of 
the  before-mention'd  A£ts  of  feeding ,  t$c. 
that  we  may  heap  Coals  of  Fire  on  their 
Heads  y  not  Coals  to  burn  them,  but  to 
melt  them  into  all  Love  and  Tendernefs  to- 
wards us. 

Nothing  is  fo  neceflary  to  the  jufl:  Per- 
formance of  this  Vertue  of  Charity,  as  the 
turning  out  of  our  Hearts  that  Self-Love 
which  fo  often  poflefles  them,  and  fo  whol- 
ly too ,  that  it  leaves  no  room  for  Charity, 
nay,  nor  Juftice  neither,  to  our  Neighbour. 
By  this  Self-Love,  I  mean  not  that  true 
♦  .  Love 
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Love  of  our  felves,  which  is  the  Love  and 
Care  of  our  Souls,  for  that  wou'd  certain- 
ly help,  not  hinder  us,  in  this  Duty  5  but 
I  mean  that  immoderate  Love  of  our  own 
worldly  Interefts  and  Advantages  >  which  is 
apparently  the  Root  of  all,  both  Injuftice 
and  Uncharitablenefs,  towards  others.  The 
Apoftle  fets  this  Sin  of  Self-Love  in  the 
Head  of  a  whole  Troop  of  Sins,  as  if  it 
were  fome  principal  Officer  in  the  Devil's 
Camp ,  and  certainty  not  without  Reafon  -y 
for  it  never  goes  without  an  accurled  Train 
of  many  other  Sins,  which ,  like  the  Dra- 
gon's Tail  in  the  Revelations,  fweeps  away 
all  the  Care  of  Duty  to  others.    It  makes 
us  fo  vehement  and  intent  upon  pleafing 
our  felves ,  that  we  have  no  regard  to  any 
body  elfe,  contrary  to  the  Direction  of  the 
fame  Apoftle  St.  Paul^  To  pleafe  his  Neigh- 
bour for  his  Good  to  Edification  >  which  he 
backs  with  the  Example  of  Chrift,  For  even 
Chrijl  pleafed  not  himfelf.    The  Virtue  of 
Charity  will  not  live  in  that  Breaft  where 
Self-Love  dwells,  it  muft  be  weeded  out,  for 
'tis  impoilible  they  fhou'd  profper  together. 
But  when  we  have  remov'd  this  Hinde- 
rance,  we  muft  remember  that  this ,  as  all 
other  Graces,  proceeds  not  from  our  felves. 
It  is  the  Gift  of  God,   and  therefore  we 
muft  earneftly  pray  to  him  to  work  it  in  us, 
to  fend  his  holy  Spirit,  which  once  appeared 
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in  the  Form  of  a  Dove ,  a  meek  and  gall- 
lefs  Creature ,  to  frame  our  Hearts  to  the 
fame  Temper,  and  enable  us  rightly  to  per- 
form this  Duty,  fo  pleafing  in  itfelf,  fo  ule* 
ful  to  Mankind,  fo  acceptable  to  God,  that 
we  cannot  lengthen  out  our  Reflections  up- 
on it  too  far  ;  So  copious  is  the  Subjeft, 
and  fo  important  to  our  Happinefs  in  this 
World,  as  well  as  in  the  next. 

Mercy  without  Alms  is  part  of  this  Vir- 
tue, when  the  Perfon  is  difabled  to  expreft 
outwardly  what  he  heartily  defires  ,  but 
Alms  without  Mercy  is  like  Prayers  with- 
out  Devotion,  or  Religion  without  Hu- 
mility. 

Mercy  and  Alms  are  the  Body  and  Soul 
of  Charity,  and  what  we  muft  pay  to  our 
Neighbour's  Need  :  God  has  enjoyn'd  this 
Precept  to  the  World ,  that  the  great  Ine- 
quality he  was  pleas'd  to  fuffer  in  Men's 
PofTeflions  might  be  reduced  to  fome  Tem- 
per .and  Evennefs,  and  the  moft  miferable 
Perfon  be  reconcil'd  to  fome  Senfe  and  Par- 
ticipation of  Felicity.    To  know  what  are 
the  Works  of  Mercy,  one  need  only  re- 
member the  Scripture-Rule  of  Cloathing 
the  Naked,  and  the  like  -y  to  which  a  lear- 
ned Prelate  of  our  Church  has  added,  To 
bury  the  Dead^   to  give  Phyfick  to  the  Sick , 
to  bring  cold  and  Jlarv'd  People  to  Warmth 
and  to  the  Fire;,  for  fometimes  Cloathing  will 

not 
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vot  do  it%  or  this  may  be  done  when  we  can- 
not do  the  other.  To  lead  the  Blind  in  right 
ways,  to  lend  Money,  to  forgive  Debts,  to  re- 
mit Forfeitures  ,  to  mend  High  Ways  and 
Bridges,  to  reduce  or  guide  wandering  Travel- 
lers, to  eafe  their  Labours,  by  accommodating 
their  Work  with  apt  Inftruments ,  or  their 
Journey  with  Beafis  of  Carriage  :  To  deli- 
ver the  Poor  from  their  Oppreffors,  to  die  for 
your  Brother,  to  pay  Maidens  Dowries,  and 
to  procure  for  them  honeft  and  chaft  Marria- 
ges* There  are  alfo  Works  of  fpiritual  Alms : 
As,  To  teach  the  Ignorant  ^  to  counfel  doubt- 
ing Perfons,  to  admonifh  Sinners  diligently, 
prudently,  feafonably,  and  charitably  to 
which  alfo  may  be  reduced  provoking  and  en- 
couraging to  good  Works,  to  comfort  the  Af- 
flicted, to  pardon  Offenders,  to  fuccour  and 
fupport  the  Weak ,  to  pray  for  all  Eftates  of 
Men,  and  for  Relief  to  all  their  NeceJ/zties; 
to  which  may  be  added,  To  punifh  or  correct 
Refract  or  inefs ,  to  be  gentle  in  cenfuring  the 
Actions  of  others ,  to  eftablifo  the  fcrupulous, 
wavering,  and  inconfiant  Spirits  -y  to  confinn 
the  Strong,  not  to  give  Scandal  *  to  quit  a 
Man  of  his  Fear ,  to  redeem  Maidens  from 
Proftitution.  To  all  which  he  adds^  Recon- 
ciling Enemies  ,  erecting  publick  Schools  of 
Learning ,  maintaining  Lectures  of  Divinity  y 
erecting  Colleges  of  Religion  arid  Retirement 
from  the  Noijes  ayd  more  frtqumt  Tewptati- 
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ons  of  the  IV orU-y  finding  Employment  for  un- 
buffd  PerfonS)  and  putting  Children  to  honefi 
trades.  To  which  may  be  obje&ed,  That 
theEre&ion  of  Monafleries  for  Retirement, 
which  the  good  Bifhop  calls  Colleges  of  Re- 
ligion)  having  by  long  Experience  been  found 
not  to  be  free  from  Temptations  ,  and  be- 
fides ,  hindering  People  from  difcharging 
the  focial  Duties  of  Life  ;  fuch  fort  of 
Charities  are  with  Reafon  exploded  fince 
the  Reformation,  and  there  is  more  Super- 
stition than  Religion  in  thofe  that  wou'd  re- 
flore  them.  If  fuch  new  Foundations  were 
ere&ed,  might  one  not  well  demand,  Why 
were  the- old  ones  deftroy'd?  Wou'd  it  not 
render  the  Alienation  of  vaft  Revenues,  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Land ,  to  be  as  bad  as  Sa- 
crilege ?  And  when  Men  are  once  convin- 
ced of  the  Wickednefs  of  detaining  them , 
it  will  not  be  long  before  they  will  be  re- 
ftor'd}  which  is  plain  enough  aim'd  at,  in 
the  BhTiop's  admonifhing  all  good  Chrifti- 
ans  to  erect  fuch  Colleges.  As  for  us,  if 
we  have  regard  to  thofe  other  Duties  of 
Chanty,  we  may  very  well  leave  the  Care 
of  thofe  Religious  Convents  to  thePublick : 
what  more  immediately  concerns  us  ,  is  to 
be  mindful  not  to  give  in  Alms  that  which 
is  none  of  our  own.  How  abfurd,  how 
unjult  are  thofe  magnificent  Charities,  which 
are  raifed  out  of  Extortion  and  Injultice? 

What 
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What  is  not  yours  is  due  to  the  Owners, 
not  to  the  Poor.  Every  Man  has  need  of 
his  Own ,  and  that  is  firfl:  to  be  provided 
for;  after  which  you  muft  think  of  the 
Needs  of  the  Poor.  He  who  gives  to  the 
Poor  what  is  not  his  own,  makes  himfelf  a 
tfhiefj  and  the  Poor  Receivers.  However, 
this  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  if  it  were  un- 
lawful for  a  Man ,  who  is  not  able  to  pay 
his  Debts,  to  give  imaller  Alms  to  the  Poor. 
He  may  not  give  fuch  Portions  as  may  any 
way  difable  him  to  do  Juftice,  but  what,  if 
it  was  fav'd ,  cou'd  not  help  him  in  doing 
it.  He  may  here  do  a  little,  fince  he  can- 
not in  the  other  Duty  do  much.  If  we  de- 
fcend  fo  low  as  Rogues  and  Robbers,  their 
Alms  may  alfo  be  regularly  diftributed.  If 
they  cannot  tell  the  Perfons  whom  they  have 
injur'd,  or  the  Proportions :  In  thofe  Cafes 
they  are  to  give  the  unknown  Portions  to 
the  Poor,  by  way  of  Reftitution  3  for  it 
cannot  well  be  called  Alms.  God  is  the 
fupreme  Lord  to  whom  fuch  Efcheats  de- 
volve, and  the  Poor  are  his  Receivers. 

We  may  and  ought  to  give  Alms  of  Mo- 
ney unjuftly  taken,  and  yet  voluntarily  par- 
ted with :  Of  this  kind  is  what  is  taken  for 
falfe  Witnefs,  Bribes,  Simoniacal  Contra&s, 
becaufe  the  Receiver  has  no  Right  to  keep 
it,  nor  the  Giver  any  Right  to  recall  it;  it 
is  unjuft  Money,  and  payable  to  none  but 
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the  fupream  Lord,  who  is  the  Perfon  injur'd, 
and  to  his  Delegates  the  Poor.  If  the  Per- 
fon injur'd  by  the  unjuft  Sentence  of  a  brib'd 
Judge,  or  by  falfe  Witnefs,  be  poor,  he  is 
the  proper  Obje£t  to  whom  the  Reftitution 
is  there  to  be  made.  There  is  fbme  fort  of 
Gain  that  has  no  Injustice  in  it,  properly  fo 
call'dj  but  it  is  unlawful  and  filthy  Lucre, 
fuch  as  is  Money  taken  for  Work  done  un- 
lawfully on  the  Lord's  Day,  Hire  taken  by 
Players  and  Buffoons,  the  Wages  of  Har- 
lots, and  the  like.  Of  this  Money  fbme 
Preparation  is  to  be  made  ,  before  it  be 
given  in  Alms  :  'Tis  infected  with  the 
Plague,  and  muft  pafs  through  the  f  ire  or 
the  Water  before  it  be  fit  for  Alms>  the 
Perfon  mult  repent,  and  leave  the  Crime, 
or  his  very  Charity  will  favour  of  the  In- 
fe&ion. 

He  who  gives  Alms  out  of  Cuflom ,  or 
to  upbraid  the  Poverty  of  the  other,  or  to 
make  him  mercenary  and  oblig'd,  or  with 
any  unhandfome  Circumftances,  does  not  do 
it  in  Mercy,  nor  out  of  a  true  Senfe  of  the 
Calamity  of  his  Brother,  he  feels  nothing 
of  it  in  himfelf,  which  he  ought  to  do,  be- 
fore he  can  well  difcharge  himfelf  in  the 
Pra&ice  of  this  Vertue. 

He  who  does  not  feek  thePraife  of  Men, 
may  give  his  Dole  either  in  publick  or  pri- 
vate >  for  our  Saviour  intended  only  to  pro- 
vide 
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vide  againft  Hypocrify,  when  he  made  Alms 
to  be  given  in  fecret:  It  being  otherwife 
one  of  his  Commandments,  That  our  Light 
JhotCd  Jhine  before  Men.  This  is  more  ex- 
cellent, that  is  more  fafe.  We  muft,  ac- 
cording to  our  Ability,  give  to  all  Men  that 
need,  and,  in  equal  needs,  give  fir  ft  to  good 
Men  rather  than  to  bad  Men  >  and  if  the 
needs  be  unequal,  do  fo  too,  provided  that: 
the  need  of  the  pooreft  be  not  violent  and 
extreme  $  but  if  an  evil  Man  be  in  extreme 
Neceflity,  he  is  to  be  reliev'd  rather  than  a 
good  Man  who  can  tarry  longer ,  and  may 
liibfift  without  it.  If  he  be  a  good  Man,  he 
will  defire  it  fhou'd  be  fo ,  becaufe  himfelf 
is  bound  to  fave  the  Life  of  his  Brother 
with  doing  fome  Inconvenience  to  himfelf  y 
and  no  Difference  of  Virtue  or  Vice  can 
make  the  Eafe  of  one  Beggar  equal  with 
the  Life  of  another. 

To  vicious  Perfons  we  fhould  give  no 
Alms,  if  fuch  Alms  will  fupport  their  Sin  $ 
as  if  they  will  continue  in  Idlenefs,.  if  they 
will  not  work  neither- let  them  eat  y  if  they 
will  fpend  it  in  Drunkenness  or  Wanton- 
nefs.  When  fuch  Perfons  are  redue'd  to 
very  great  Want,  they  muft  be  reliev'd  in 
finch  Proportions  as  may  not  relieve  their 
dying  Luft ,  but  may  refreflx  their  faint  or 
dying  Bodies. 
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Poor  Houfe-Keepers  that  labour  hard  > 
and  are  burthen'd  with  many  Children,  are 
the  bed  Objects  of  Charity  5  or  Gentlemen 
fallen  into  fad  Poverty,  efpecially  if  by  in- 
nocent Misfortune}  tho'  if  their  Crimes 
brought  them  into  it,  they  are  to  be  deli- 
vered according  to  the  former  Rule.  Perfecu- 
ted  Perfons,  Widows ,  and  fatherlefs  Chil- 
dren, are  equal  Objects  of  Charity  3  the  for- 
mer to  be  affifted  and  reliev'd,  and  the  lat- 
ter to  be  put  out  to  honeft  Trades  and  Schools 
of  Learning.  Search  into  the  Wants  of 
numerous  and  meaner  Families,  there  being 
many  Perfons  that  have  nothing  left  them 
but  Mifery  and  Modefty.  Towards  fuch 
we  muft  add  two  Circumftances  of  Charity, 
to  enquire  them  out,  and  convey  our  felves 
to  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  make 
them  alham'd. 

In  Giving,  look  for  nothing  again;  have 
no  Confideration  of  future  Advantages  3  give 
to  Children,  to  old  Men,  to  the  Unthank- 
ful, to  the  Dying,  and  thofe  you  fhall  ne- 
ver fee  again.  For  elfe  your  Alms  or  Cour- 
tefy  is  not  Charity ,  but  Traffick  and  Mer- 
chandize. Be  fare  that  you  omit  not  to  re- 
lieve the  Needs  of  your  Enemy  and  the  In- 
jurious, you  may  poflibly  win  him  to  your 
felf,  but  your  Intention  fliou'd  be  to  win 
him  to  God. 
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Truft  not  your  Alms  to  uncertain  Under- 
Difpenfors :  In  avoiding  which  you  fecure 
your  Alms  in  the  right  Channel,  and  have 
the  Pleafure  of  doing  your  felf  the  Labour 
of  Love. 

Whatever  is  fuperfluous  in  your  Eftate  is 
to  be  difpens'd  with  in  Alms  >  but  that  is 
not  to  be  reckoned  fuperfluous  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  maintain  the  Decency  of  our  Rank 
and  Perfon,  not  only  in  prefent  Needs  ,  but 
in  all  future  Neceffities  ,  and  very  probable 
Contingencies,  but  no  farther:  We  are  not 
oblig'd  beyond  this,  unlefs  we  fee  very  great, 
publick,  and  calamitous  Neceffities.  But 
yet,  if  we  do  extend  beyond  our  Meafure, 
and  give  more  than  we  are  able,  we  fhou'd 
but  imitate  the  zealous  Examples  of  the  firft 
Chriftians,  who  brought  their  All  into  the 
publick  Stock.  Examples  however,  that 
are  not  fet  us  fo  much  for  our  Imitation,  li- 
ving under  Conftitutions,  and  the  State  of 
Chriftianity  being  alter'd ,  as  for  our  Ad- 
miration. All  Chriftians  Ihou'd  not  be  nice 
and  curious ,  fond  and  indulgent  to  them- 
felves,  in  taking  Accounts  of  their  perfonal 
Conveniences  ,  and  that  they  make  their 
Proportions  moderate  and  eafy,  according 
to  the  Order  and  Manner  of  Chriftianity, 
and  the  Confequence  will  be  ,  That  the 
Poor  will  be  more  plentifully  reliev'd,  they 
themfelves  will  be  the  more  able  to  do  it , 
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the  Duty  will  be  lefs  chargeable ,  and  the 
Owners  of  Eftates  charg'd  with  fewer  Ac- 
counts in  fpending  them.  Superfluous  Ser* 
vants,  unneceflary  Feafts ,  coftly  Apparel, 
imprudent  Law  Suits,  vain  Journeys,  flaou'd 
be  retrench'd  for  this  purpofe.  If  we  de- 
fcend  to  this  Moderation,  and  lay  afide  the 
Overplus,  we  fhall  find  it  more  Profit  to 
be  laid  out  upon  the  Poor,  than  upon  our 
own  Vanity. 

This  is  only  intended  as  Advice  in  the 
Matter  :  For  many  of  thofe  Superfluities 
are  permitted  in  Princes,  Noblemen,  and 
others,  according  to  their  Ranks  and  For- 
tunes :  To  have  variety  of  Cloaths,  particu- 
larly as  it  is  a  Mark  of  Magnificence,  fo  it 
may  be  an  Occafion  of  Charity ,  by  giving 
them,  as  Rewards  to  Servants,  or  in  Alms 
to  their  \vanting  Neighbours.  It  ceafes  to 
be  Charity,  when  by  doing  this  they  minifter 
to  the  Vanity,  Luxury,  or  Prodigality  of 
others.  The  fame  is  alio  to  be  laid  in  other 
Inftances.  If  we  once  give  our  Minds  to 
the  Study  and  A£ts  of  Alms,  we  fhall  find 
ways  enough  to  make  this  Duty  eafy,  pro- 
fitable and  ufeful. 

He  who  plays  at  any  Game,  muft  refolve 
before  hand  to  be  indifferent  whether  he 
wins  or  lofes.  If  he  gives  what  he  wins  to 
the  Poor,  he  will  do  better  than  to  keep  it 
himfelf,  and  perhaps  better  than  if  he  did 

not 
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not  play  at  all,provided  hisGamedoes  not  pro- 
voke him  to  Anger,  or  to  Avarice,  and  he  nei- 
ther wafts  too  much  time  upon  it,  nor  tempts 
his  Neighbour  to  do  it,  or  to  lofe  more  than 
is  convenient  for  him ,  or  fuitable  to  his 
Circumftances.  Indeed  it  were  better  yet, 
he  wou'd  lay  by  fo  much  as  he  was  willing 
to  give  without  playing  at  all;,  there  being 
no  kind  of  Game  but  what  carries  too  much 
Temptation  with  it,  and  can  hardly,  be  de- 
lighted in  without  Sin. 

To  Faft  fometimes,  is  not  only  a  Duty  in T 
us  on  our  own  accounts,  and  for  our  Soul's 
fake,  'tis  alfo  required  of  us  on  account  of 
our  Brother  5  if  we  will  not  faft  that  he 
may  eat,  wefhou'd  ill  die  for  him.  It  is  laid 
of  St.  Martiny  that  having  given  all  he  had, 
except  one  Coat,  to  the  Poor,  he  alio  di- 
vided that  between  two  Beggars.  A  holy 
Man,  in  the  Mount  of  Nitria^  was  reduc'i. 
at-laft  to  the  Inventory  of  one  Teftament,. 
a*id  that  Book  alio  was  tempted  from  him  * 
by  the  Wants  of  one  whom  he  thought 
poorer  than  himfelf.  St.  Paulinas  fold  him- 
felf  to  Slavery  to  redeem  a  young. Mar*,  for 
whofe  Captivity  his  Mother  was  in  mortal 
Affli£Hon  5  and  it  is  faid  >  that  St.  Katha^ 
rine  fuck'd  the  envenom'd  Wounds  of  a  Vil- 
lain, who  had  moft  outragioufly  injur'd  her. 
True,  thefe  are  exalted  Notions  of  Charity* 
and  were  perhaps  ftrain'd  fo  high,  in  times 
P  6  when 
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when  Pcpifh  Darknefs  made  the  Merit  of 
outward  Works,  almoft  as  efficacious  as  the 
Merit  of  our  Saviour's  Death,  who  gave 
himfelf  to  Shame  to  redeem  his  Enemies 
from  Bondage. 

Learn  to  be  frugal,  but  avoid  being  for- 
did >  be  a  good  Husband,  but  be  not  a  Nig- 
gard. Change  your  Arts  of  getting,  into 
Providence  for  the  Poor,  and  you  fhallfoon 
become  rich  in  good  Works.  Why  {hou'd 
we  not  do  as  much  for  Charity  as  Avarice , 
for  Heaven  as  for  the  fading  World  >  for 
God,  and  for  the  holy  Jejus^  as  for  the 
needlefs  Superfluities  of  Pride  and  Intempe- 
rance ? 

When  we  give  Alms  to  Beggars,  and 
Perfons  of  that  low  Rank,  it  is  better  to  give 
little  to  each,  that  we  may  give  to  the  more. 
But  in  religious  Charities,  in  fupplying  the 
accidental  Needs  of  decay'd  Perfons,  fallen 
from  great  Affluence  to  great  Indigence, 
'tis  better  to  unite  than  to  difperle  our 
Alms ,  to  make  a  noble  Relief  to  a  Man , 
and  reltore  Comfort  to  him ,  than  to  fup- 
port  only  his  natural  Wants,  and  keep  him 
alive  only,  unrefcu'd  from  fad  Difcom- 
forts. 

Tho'  the  Precept  of  Alms  binds  not  inde- 
finitely to  all  kinds  of  Charity,  yet  he  who 
delights  to  feed  the  Poor,  and  fpends  all  his 
Portion  that  way,  is  not  bound  to  enter  in- 
to 
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to  Prifons ,  and  redeem  Captives  5  but  we 
are  oblig'd  by  the  prefent  Circumftances , 
the  fpecial  Difpofition  of  Providence,  and 
the  Mifery  of  an  Object,  to  this  or  that 
particular  A6t  of  Charity.  The  Eye  is  the 
Senfe  of  Mercy  ,  the  Heart  the  Organ  of 
Compaflion.  We  have  an  Objedfc  prefent 
to  our  Eye,  the  Heart  will  be  touch'd  with 
Pity  in  all  human  Breafts  -y  and  we  may  be 
fure,  that  who  is  in  our  Sight,  or  in  our 
Neighbourhood ,  is  fallen  into  the  Lot  of 
our  Charity. 

Thofe  who  have  no  Money  may  have 
Mercy.  They  are  bound  to  pity  the  Poor, 
and  to  pray  for  them.  Be  your  Charity  lit- 
tle or  great,  corporal  or  fpiritual,  the  Cha- 
rity of  Alms  or  the  Charity  of  Prayers ,  a 
Cup  of  Wine  or  a  Cup  of  Water,  if  it  be 
but  Love  to  the  Brethren ,  or  a  Defire  to 
help  all  or  any  . poor  Chriftians,  it  fhall  be 
accepted  according  to  what  a  Man  hath ,  not 
according  to  what  he  hath  not.  Love  is  all 
this,  and  all  the  other  Commandments  5  it 
will  exprefs  it  felf  where  it  can,  and  where 
.it  cannot,  the  one  by  good  Gifts,  the  other 
by  good  Wilhes. 

When  we  confider  how  great  a  Bleffing 
it  is,  that  we  are  not  our  felves  reduced  to 
the  Neceffity  of  receiving  Alms,  it  is  a  rea- 
dy Inftance  of  ourThankfulnefs  to  God,  to 
give  them  for  his  fake.    Charity  is  one  of 
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the  Wings  of  Prayer,  by  which  it  flies  to 
the  Throne  of  Grace  :  It  crowns  all  the 
Works  of  Piety  j  it  caufes  Thankfgiving  to 
God  in  our  Behalf,  and  the  Poor  to  blefs 
us  and  pray  for  us :  It  is  like  the  Effufion 
of  Oyl  on  the  Woman  of  Sidon^  as  long  as* 
fhe  pours  into  empty  Veflels  it  could  ne- 
ver ceafe  running  $  or  like  the  Widow's 
Barrel  of  Meal,  it  confumes  not  as  long  as 
lhe  fed  the  Prophet.  The  Sum  of  all  is  con- 
tain'd  in  the  Words  of  our  Saviour,  Give 
Alms  of  fuch  things  as  you  have ,  and  behold 
all  things  are  clean  unto  you :  and  St.  Chryfo- 
flow  fays,  To  know  the  Art  of  Alms  is  greater 
than  to  be  crown* d  with  the  Diadem  of  Kings  j 
and  yet  to  convert  one  Soul^  is  greater  than  ta 
pour  out  ten  thoufand  Talents  into  the  Baskets 
of  the  Poor.  Let  us  therefore  fo  perform  our 
Alms,  that  like  Curls  of  holy  Incenfe  they 
may  afcend  to  Heaven,  and  breath  a  fweet 
fmelling  Savour  into  the  Noftrils  of  God  y 
for  'tis  by  this  alone  they  are  confecrated 
into  an  acceptable  Sacrifice  to  him,  and  ren- 
dered true  Piety  and  Devotion  :  Whereas  if 
we  give  our  Alms  merely  to  be  feen  of  Men, 
or  to  ferve  our  worldly  Intereft,  they  pro- 
ceed not  from  Mercy,  but  Self-love.  They 
are  a  fordid  Traffick  for  Applaufe  and  Pro- 
fit, as  has  been  already  obferv'dj  and  hence 
our  Saviour  cautions  us ,  Take  heed  that  yow 
do  not  your  Alms  before  Men ,  to  be  feen  of 

them. 
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them,  otherwife  you  have  no  Reward  of  your 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven,  therefore  when 
thou  dofl  thy  Alms ,  do  not  found  a  'Trumpet 
before  thee,  as  the  Hypocrites  do  in  the  Syna- 
gogues,  and  in  the  Streets,  that  they  may  have 
Glory  of  Men:  Verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  that 
they  have  their  Reward. 

There  are  too  many,  who  lay  too  much 
Strefs  on  the  outward  Aft  of  Giving ,-  and 
do  not  fufficiently  regard  the  inward  Aft  of 
Mercy,  which  muft  always  be  attended  with 
Juftice.  Some  Men  think  to  compound 
with  Heaven^  for  certain  Vices  which  they 
will  not  part  with  v  by  certain  Virtues  which 
come  cheap  to  them.  A  Man  of  a  weak 
Conftitution  flatters  himfelf,  that  his  Con- 
tinence and  Temperance  make  amends  for 
his  Avarice.  He  who  gives  part  of  what 
he  gets  to  the  Poor,  thinks  it  mends  his 
Title  to  the  other  part,  no  matter  how  he 
came  by  it.  But  to  do  Alms  is  to  give  away 
fomething  of  our  own,  to  remedy  another's 
Want  or  Mifery  3  wherefore  to  give  away 
one  Man's  Right  to  fupply  another's  Ne- 
ceflity,  is  not  fo  much  an  Alms  as  ^Robbery. 
By  this  Rule,  Debtors  who  owe  more  than 
they  can  pay,  are  oblig'd  in  Confcience, 
not  to  intrench  upon  their  Juftice  by  their 
Mercys  nor  to  difablethem  from  being  juft 
to  their  Creditors,  by  being  merciful  to  the 
Poor :  For  tho'  to  relieve  the  Poor  be  na- 
kedly 
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kedly  and  abftra&edly  good 5  yet  it  is  to  be 
confider'd,  that  particular  A£tions  are  good 
or  bad  5  according  to  the  Circumftances 
which  adhere  to  them  >  and  when  that  A£ti- 
on  which  is  nakedly  good,  happens  to  be 
cloath'd  with  an  evil  Circumftance,  it  is  fo 
far  evil  and  unlawful  5  and  therefore,  when 
my  relieving  the  Poor  is  accompany'd  with 
this  evil  Circumftance  of  defrauding  my 
Creditors  of  their  Due ,  I  am  fo  far  bound 
in  Confcience  not  to  relieve  them  >  becaufe 
if  I  do,  I  mull  relieve  them  unjuftly  5  and 
we  are  efpecially  to  take  care,  that  our  Alms 
be  juft  and  righteous.  It  is  true,  thofe  un- 
happy Eerfons,  who  cannot  propofe  to  them- 
felves,  to  pay  their  Creditors  any  thing  more 
of  their  juft  Debts  than  wou'd  almoft  be  ta- 
ken for  Charity,  and  yet  can  fpare  fo  fmall 
a  Dole  from  their  own  Neceflities :  Thefe 
we  have  before  fhewn,  to  be  under  an  equal 
Duty  of  helping  the  Needs  of  others,  as  if 
they  did  not  want  themfelvestoanfwerwhat 
they  are  to  their  Creditors. 

I  cannot  but  again  refleft  on  the  Pleafure 
there  is  in  the  chearful  Fra£tice  of  this  Vir- 
tue. Human  Nature  within  us,  by  a  kind 
of  fympathetick  Motion ,  exalts  and  raifes 
it  felf  up.  If  Mercy  be  the  Spring  of  our 
Alms,  they  will  flow  with  a  free  Current  j 
becaufe  all  the  while  I  am  watering  others, 
I  ihall  feel  the  Refrelhment  of  my  own 
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Streams.  When  we  beftow  our  Alms  with 
an  unwilling  Mind,  'tis  plain  it  is  not  Mer- 
cy ,  but  Shame ,  or  Fear,  or  Importunity 
which  moves  us  5  there  is  then  no  Virtue 
in  them,  nor  can  we  expeft  that  any  Re- 
ward fhould  attend  them.  To  contribute 
towards  another's  Relief,  becaufe  we  are 
afham'd  or  afraid  to  do  otherwife,  is  rather 
paying  a  Tax  than  giving  an  Alms  -y  and  when 
nothing  can  be  wrung  out  of  me,  but  what 
is  diftrained  by  Importunity,  1  give  not  for 
the  Poor's  Relief,  but  for  my  own  Peace 
and  Quiet.  What  Virtue  is  it  for  a  Man 
to  give,  only  to  get  rid  of  a  Dun  ?  To  ren- 
der Alms  virtuous  they  muft  be  generous , 
and  to  deferve  Reward  we  muft  expert  none. 
They  muft  flow,  like  Water  from  the  Spring, 
in  natural  and  unforced  Streams ,  and  not 
be  pump'd  from  us  by  Importunity  or  Shame. 
That  our  Charity  fhou'd  be  extenfive,  as 
well  in  the  Portion  as  in  the  Objedt,  we 
have  lhewn  in  the  foregoing  Pages:  To 
which  may  be  added,  That  the  Defign  of 
Alms,  which  are  the  Fruits  of  Mercy,  be- 
ing to  redrefs  the  poor  Man's  Mifery,  to 
fatisfie  his  craving  Hunger,  and  refcue  him 
from  the  pinching  Neceflities  under  which 
he  groans  and  languifhes  5  it  meafures  its 
Alms  accordingly,  and  proportions  them  to 
the  Wants  it  fupplies.  Its  aim  being,  not 
only  to  refcue  the  Miferable  from  extreme 
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Mifery,  but  alfo,  according  to  its  Power, 
to  render  them  happy.  It  does  not  think 
it  fufficient  to  deliver  the  Needy  from  ex- 
treme Want  and  Famine ,  but  covets  alfo 
to  render  their  Lives  happy,  and  give  them 
a  comfortable  Enjoyment  of  themfelves  r 
For  merely  to  keep  a  Man  from  famiihing, 
looks  rather  like  a  Defign  to  prolong  his 
Torment,  and  fpin  out  the  Duration  of  his 
Mifery,  than  to  contribute  to  his  Eafe  and 
Happinefs.  If  we  intend  this  Happinefs,  as 
we  muft  do  if  we  have  a  merciful  Intenti- 
on, we  fhall  endeavour,  not  only  to  enable 
him  to  live,  but  to  live  comfortably,  and 
accordingly  proportion  our  Alms.  The  Li- 
berality of  which  is  to  be  meafur'd,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  Quantity  of  them ,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  Proportion  they  bear  to  our 
Power  and  Ability.  Tho'  I  fliou'd  give 
five  times  lefs  than  one  who  has  ten  times 
my  Eftate,  yet  I  fhou'd  be  as  liberal  as  he, 
according  to  the  Proportion  of  my  Ability ; 
for  Ihe  that  caft  in  her  two  Mites  of  her 
IVant^  was  pronounced  more  liberal ,  than 
thofe  who  caft  in  more  into  the  Treafury, 
becaufe  they  did  it  of  their  Abundance  : 
The  Laws  of  Mercy  dire£t,  that  in  Pro- 
portion to  our  Eftate^  we  fhou'd  be  liberal 
and  bountiful.  He  who  gives  fuch  (lender 
Proportions ,  as  bring  little  or  no  Relief  to 
the  Receiver,  ads  as  if  he  delign'd  rather 

to 
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to  mock  than  fupply  his  Neceflities ,  or  as 
if  he  intended  to  keep  him  alive  rather  for  a 
Prey  to  a  long  and  lingering  JVIifery ,  than 
to  render  his  Life  happy  and  comfortable. 

In  times  of  Sicknefs,  or  fcarcenefs  of 
Work,  in  dearnefs  of  Provisions,  or  in  the 
beginning  of  Arrefts  of  poor  Men,  before  the 
Perfon  has  devour'd  them  5  or,  after  a  great 
Lofs  when  their  Fortunes  are  finking,  and  a 
fmall  Support  may  keep  their  Head  above 
Water :  In  a  word,  when  they  are  young 
and  capable  of  Inftru£tion,  and  their  Friends 
are  not  capable  of  difpofing  of  them  ->  when 
the  placing  them  out  to  fome  horieft  Trade, 
may  prevent  their  turning  Thieves  or  Beg- 
gars, and  render  them  ufeful  to  their  Rela- 
tions, their  Friends,  and  the  Publick :  W  hen 
they  are  fetting  up  with  an  inftiffieient  Stock, 
and  a  little  Help  may  encourage  their  Dili- 
gence 3  thefe  and  fuch  like  are  Seafons  of 
Alms,  in  which,  by  lending  a  helping  Hand, 
we  may  refcue  many  a  poor  Wretch  out  of  a 
deep  Abyfs  of  Mifery,  and  make  their  fu- 
ture Condition  eafy  and  profperous.  We 
muft  not  referve  our  Charities  to  our  laft  Will 
and  Teftament,  but  embrace  all  Opportu- 
nities while  we  are  living,  to  give  timely 
Relief  to  the  Neceflitous.  He  who  defers 
his  Alms,  when  proper  Seafons  are  prefentedj 
is  fo  far  the  Caufe  of  all  the  confequent  Car 
lamities  which  the  Poor  fuffer  by  the  want  of 

them  i 
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them  ;  and  fince  the  Defign  of  Alms  is  ta 
relieve  the  Sufferings  of  the  Poor,  'tis  doubt- 
lefs  a  Degree  of  Cruelty  to  prolong  their 
Sufferings  ,  by  needlefly  delaying  to  relieve 
them.  You  wou'd  think  her  a  cruel  Mo- 
ther, that  having  Bread  enough  and  to  fpare, 
fliou'd  rather  chufe  to  afflift  her  Child  with 
a  long  unfatisfy'd  Hunger ,  than  to  content 
its  craving  Appetite,  by  giving  it  its  Food  in 
due  Seafon  >  and  fure  'tis  a  great  Defe£t  of 
Compaflion  unneceflarily  to  prolong  the  Suf- 
ferings of  our  indigent  Brother,  tho'  it  be 
but  for  a  Day  or  an  Hour,  when  we  have 
a  prefent  Opportunity  to  relieve  him.  And 
lince  whatever  Relief  we  defign  him ,  he 
mufl  neceflarily  lofe  fo  much  of  it,  as  the 
time  of  our  Delay  amounts  to  •>  Mercy  ob- 
liges us  to  relieve  him  quickly,  and  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  pine  away  while  our  Charity  is 
growing. 

In  giving  of  Alms  as  well  as  other  Chri- 
flian  Duties,  Difcretion  and  Prudence  ought 
to  be  obferv'd,  for  thus  the  royal  Prophet  tells 
us,  A  good  Man  Jheweth  Favour,  and  lendeth, 
and  will  guide  his  Affairs  with  Difcretion. 
Unlefs  then  Prudence  be  the  Difpenfer  of 
our  Alms,  Mercy  will  mifs  of  what  it  aims  at 
and  deflgns  by  them,  which  is  to  do  good  to 
the  Poor,  to  fupply  their  Neceflities  ,  and 
give  them  a  comfortable  Enjoyment  of  them- 
felves ;  Inftead  of  which,  if  we  do  not  ma- 
nage 
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nage  our  felves  with  Prudence,  we  fhall  ma- 
ny times  create  Neceflities  by  fupplying 
them,  and  encreafe  and  multiply  the  Miferies 
of  the  World  by  an  unskilful  Endeavour  to 
redrefs  them.    It  being  with  Alms  as  with 
Eftates,  where  half  of  the  Riches  confifts 
in  the  Difcretion  of  the  Owner,  and  thofe 
very  Charities  which  are  diftributed  by  a 
blind  Superftition,  or  a  foolifhPity,  do  ma- 
ny times  do  more  hurt  than  good.  What 
Harveft  can  the  World  reap  from  this  pre- 
cious Seed  of  our  Alms,  when  they  are  fown 
with  a  carelels  or  unskilful  Hand?  When 
they  are  either  thrown  on  a  Heap  to  ufelefs 
or  fuperftitious  Purpofes,  or  fcatter'd  at  all 
Adventures,  without  any  Diftin&ion  of  the 
cultivated  from  the  fallow  Ground.  Thus 
the  Birds  of  Prey,  ufelefs  Vagrants,  Drones 
and  Beggars,  devour  and  eat  them  up,  while 
the  modeft,  impotent,  and  laborious  Poor, 
are  utterly  deftitute  and  unprovided. 

We  ought  to  exercife  our  Prudence  and 
Difcretion  in  the  Method  of  providing  our 
Alms,  in  the  Nature  and  Quality  of  them, 
as  to  the  Proportions  of  them,  and  the  man- 
ner of  bellowing  them.  'To  this  end,  Pru- 
dence will  dire£t  us  not  only  to  be  frugal  in 
our  Expences,  to  pare  off  our  Superfluities, 
and  to  be  diligent  and  induftrious  in  our  Cal- 
lings, that  we  may  have  to  give  to  them  that 
need  \  but  alfo  to  appropriate  a  certain  part 
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of  our  Revenues  and  Profits  to  thofe  pious 
Ufes,  that  fo  we  may  not  be  to  feek  for  Alms 
upon  (iidden  and  emergent  Occafions,  but 
may  always  have  a  Fund  ready  to  fupply  our 
daily  Diftribution*  and  if  we  take  care  not 
to  alienate  and  embezle  this  Store,  we  fhall 
always  give  with  Cheerfulness,  which  dou- 
bles the  value  of  the  Charity,  both  as  to  the 
Pleafure  we  have  in  giving  it,  and  the  Poor 
in  taking  it- 

Our  Prudence  isalfo  to  be  exercised  in  the 
Choice  of  theObje&s  of  our  Charity,  take- 
ing  Care  that  they  be  fuch  as  do  truly  need 
and  deferve  it.  For  unlefs  we  do  fo,  we 
fhall  often  encourage  Vice  intlead  of  relie- 
ving Poverty,  and  be  tempted  by  the  cla- 
morous Importunities  of  idle  and  vicious 
Perfons,  to  proftitute  our  Alms  to  their  Sloth 
and  Intemperance.  How  frequently  do  we 
fee  the  imprudent  Charities  of  well-difpofed 
Minds  pour'd  into  thofe  Sinks  of  Filthinefs,. 
and,  like  the  Sacrifices  of  Bel,  devoted  to 
the  importunate  Lufts  of  idle  Beggars  and 
Drones,  that  are  not  fo  properly  the  Mem- 
bers as  the  Wens  of  the  Body  Politick ,  as 
being  utterly  ufelefs  to  all  its  natural  Ends , 
and  only  ferving  to  difcover  and  bring  Di- 
feafes  upon  it,  drawing  away  the  Nourifli- 
ment  of  it  from  its  ufeful  Parts  and  Mem* 
bers.  Now  what  a  Shame  and  Pity  is  it 
that  thefe  precious  Fruits  of  Mercy  Ihou'd 
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be  thus  abus'd  and  mifemploy'd,  to  pamper 
a  Company  of  devouring  Vermin,  whofe 
Biffinefe  it  is  to  croak  about  the  Streets,  and 
wander  'from  Door  to  Door,  while  many  a 
poor  induftrious  Family,  that  has  more 
Mouths  to  feed  than  Hands  to  work ,  lies 
drooping  under  its  Wants  and  Neceffities  ? 
Wherefore  tho'  the  former  are  not  to  be 
altogether  neglected,  when  their  Needs  are 
real  and  urgent,  yet  certainly  Prudence  will 
direft  our  Charity  to  fuch  Perfons  as  have 
either  fallen  from  Riches  to  Poverty,  and 
confequently  are  lefs  able  to  toil  and  drudge 
for  Bread ,  or  elfe  fuch  as  are  either  worn 
out  by  Labour,  or  difabled  from  it  bySick- 
nefs,  or  oppreft  by  fuch  a  numerous  Charge 
of  Children ,  as  does  exceed  their  utmoft 
Induftry  to  maintain.  In  this  ground  Pru- 
dence will  advife  us  to  fow  the  main  of  our 
Charities,  and  not  to  throw  it  away  with  a 
carelefs  Hand ,  upon  the  barren  Rocks  and 
High- Ways,  to  be  devoured  by  Vermin 
and  Birds  of  Prey. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  Prudence, 
in  the  determining  the  Nature  and  Quality 
of  our  Alms,  will  direct:  us  to  prefer  thole 
which  may  ferve  a  poor  Man  for  a  conftant 
Provifion,  and  put  him  in  a  fix'd  way  of  li- 
ving 5  before  thofe  that  are  trarfient,  and 
only  help  in  zPang  of  Need,  that  jiift  hold 
him  up  from  perifhing  for  an  Hour,  but  do 

not 
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not  take  him  out  of  the  Deep  Waters.  If 
the  Perfon  to  whom  we  defign  a  Relief,  be 
fit  and  able  to  work,  'tis  a  much  wifer  Cha- 
rity to  provide  him  an  Employment,  or  to 
contribute  towards  fetting  him  up  in  his 
Trade ,  than  barely  to  relieve  his  prefent 
Neceflity  >  becaufe  by  this  means  we  re- 
Jieve  him  both  for  the  prefent  and  for  the 
future,  converting  our  Alms  into  a  ftanding 
Maintenance  j  upon  which  Account,  'tis 
doubtlefs  a  very  prudent  Charity  to  contri- 
bute to  the  Ere&ion  and  Support  of  publick 
Work-houfes  for  the  Poor,  where  they  and 
their  Children  may  be  provided  with  fuch 
Work  as  they  are  capable  of,  and  thereby 
be  inur'd  to  Induftry,  and  enabled  to  main- 
tain themfelves.  Prudent  Charity  not  only 
prefers  fuch  Alms  as  draw  after  them  a  lading 
Effe£t  and  Benefit,  before  fuch  as  only  fup- 
ply  a  tranfient  Neceflity  -y  it  alfo  chufes,  if 
it  be  confident  with  Convenience ,  to  give 
its  Alms  in  Kind,  rather  than  in  V alue,  to 
give  Cloaths  to  the  Naked,  and  Food  to  the 
Hungry,  Phyfick  to  the  Sick,  and  Books  to 
the  Uninftru&ed  >  for  tho'  Money  indeed 
will  anfwer  all  thefe  Needs,  yet  we  are  not 
fureitwill  be  always  laid  out  upon  them. 

As  to  the  ftating  the  proportion  of  our 
Charity,  every  Man,as  has  been  obferv'd,  muft 
be  his  own  Cafuift.    'Tis  true  ,  the  Jews 
had  a  fix'd  and  ihited  Pre  portion,  a  double 
3  Tithing 
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Tythingwas  prefcrib'd  to  them  by  the  Law 
of  Mofes^  an  annual  Tythe  of  their  Increafe 
for  the  Maintenance  of  their  Priefts  and  fu- 
rred Officers,  and  a  third  Year's  Tything, 
which  amounted  to  the  thirtieth  part  of  their 
Increafe,  and  was  directed  for  the  Supply 
and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor.  If  fuch  a 
Proportion  was  required  of  the  Jews,  we 
may  be  fure  a  greater  is  requir'd  of  us,  whofe 
Righteoujnefs  muft  exceed  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  if  ever  we  mean 
to  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Di- 
vines have  preft  this  Duty  of  Charity  as 
prattis'd  by  the  Jews,  in  feveral  Difcourfes, 
but  I  think  thzt^Mofes's  legal  Provifibn  of 
the  thirtieth  part  v/as  of  the  fame  kind  as  our 
-  own  legal  Provifion  in  the  Poors-Tax,  and 
does  not  regard  that  part  of  Charity  which 
we  are  treating  of,  the  private  Practice  of 
it,  what  is  voluntary  and  chearful,  not  what 
is  conftrain'd  or  enjoyn'd  by  Law.  In  the 
Exercife  of  this  Virtue  God  has*  not  deter- 
mined the  exact  Proportions,  and  it  is  im- 
pofible  for  us  to  do  it,  where  there  are  fuch 
different  Circumftances  and  Abilities,  in  this 
Matter.  We  muft  therefore  leave  Men,  who 
beii  underftand  their  own  Condition,  to  the 
Guidance  of  their  own  Confcience  and  Dis- 
cretion. They  are,  in  the  firft  place ,  to 
confider  what  is  requifite  to  fup^port  them 
in  the  Condition  of  their  Birth,  their  Place, 
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Office,  or  Family ,  and  to  the  Difcharge 
of  their  feveral  Obligations.  For  Prudence 
does  not  require  of  all,  the  fame  Proportions 
of  Charity.  Some  may  afford  a  twentieth , 
others  a  thirtieth ,  and  to  others  ,  whofe 
Children  and  Dependents  are  numerous,  or 
whole  Fortunes  are  clogg'd  and  entangled, 
the  hundredth  part  may  be  over-meafure. 
According  as  the  Heap  is,  the  wife  Man  is 
to  low  and  dHlributey  fubftradting  not  only 
what  will  fupport  his  Life,  but  alio  what 
will  maintain  the  Decency  of  his  Eft-ate  and 
Perfon,  and  that  not  only  as  to  p  relent 
Needs,  but  alfo  as  to  future  Neceflities,  and 
very  probable  Contingencies.  However,  the 
People  are- not  to  beggar  themfelves  to  en- 
rich, others  -y  tho'  they  are  not  to  give  the 
Poor  abundantly,  but  fufficiently,  according 
to  their  Abilities ,  yet  it  is  doubtlefs  much 
fafer  to  exceed  than  to  fall  ihort  of  our  due 
Proportions.  As  for  exceeding^  we  have  many 
holy  Perfons  for  our  Precedents,  which  have 
been  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Pages. 

Having  fix'd  the  Proportions  of  your  fi- 
liate for  your  Charity,  you  ought  in  the 
next  Place  to  advife  with  your  Prudence  in 
what  Proportions  to  diitribute  it.  And  here 
Prudence  will  direct  you  to  differ  in  your 
Diftributions ,  according  to  the  different 
Circumftauces  of  thole  you  defigfl  to  relieve 
by  them.    Prudence  directs  you  to  give  to 

fuch 
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fuch  as  are  of  a  lower  Rank  ,  by  little  arc! 
little ,  according  to  their  emergent  Necef- 
iities  7  to  which  you  are  not  always  to  li- 
mit your  Alms,  but  fometimes  to  extend 
them  even  to  your  Refreshment  and  Re- 
creation *  that  fo  together  with  their  Toil 
and  Drudgery,  they  may  now  and  then  en- 
joy fome  Sabbath  for  the  Eafe  of  human 
Nature.  But  to  fuch  whofe  Fortunes  are 
by  Lofs  and  Accident  funk  ,  both  Decency 
and  Mercy  require  us  to  enlarge  the  Pro- 
portion of  our  Alms,  confidering  how  great 
a  Fall  it  is  from  Plenty  to  Necellity,  and 
confequently  how  much  more  is  necefrary  to 
raife  up  fuch  dejefted  Creatures,  who  are  fo 
unacquainted  with  Mifery,  into  any  Degree 
of  Comfort  or  Self-Enjoyment.  Prudence 
will  farther  direct  us  to  iearch  and  find  out 
juft  Needs,  and  prevent  the  Poor  from  ask- 
ing, by  furprizing  them  with  a  Kindnefs 
which  they  did  not  look  for.  This  will 
ftrengthen  their  Faith  in  the  Providence  of 
God,  who  thus  creates  them  Friends  out  of 
theDuft,  and  brings  them  Supplies  without 
and  beyond  their  Expectations.  Prudence 
will  reltrain  us  from  upbraiding  thofe  we 
give  to ,  or  from  affuming  by  it  a  Lordly 
Superiority  over  our  Fellow  Creatures  and 
Fellow-Chriltians  $  that  wou'd  be  to  feed 
them  with  a  bit  and  a  knock,  and  fophiili- 
cate  our  Money  with  Cruelty.  When  any 
0^2,  wretched 
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wretched  Creature  wou'd  borrow  or  beg 
of  us  ,  Prudence  will  advife  us  not  to  turn 
him  away  with  Scorn ,  nor  yet  to  remove 
him  at  a  Diftance  with  figns  of  Difdain  or 
contemptuous  Violence  $  but  if  we  fee  Rea- 
fon  to  grant  him  his  Requeft,  to  do  it  with 
ready  and  open  Hand.  Thus  the  Freenefs 
of  our  Charity  enhanfes  the  Comfort  of  it 
and  what  we  defign'd  for  a  Relief  and  Suc- 
cour ,  will  leave  no  Sting  behind  it  in  the 
Mind  of  the  Receiver.  We  ought  above 
ail  things  to  take  efpecial  Care  not  to  op- 
prels  the  Modeily  of  the  Humble,  efpecial- 
ly  of  thofe  that  have  been  us'd  to  give  aod 
not  to  receive*,  not  to  relieve  them  with 
lofty  Looks  or  angry  Words ,  or  a  fcornful 
and  fevere  Behaviour ,  neither  fhou'd  we  ex- 
pofe  their  Poverty  by  divulging  the  Chari- 
ty, or  conveying  it  to  them  in  the  open 
View  of  the  World  but  to  hand  our  Re- 
lief to  them  in  fuch  a  fecret  and  benign, 
courteous  and  obliging  manner,  as  that  they 
may  receive  it  with  Chearfulnefs,  and  with- 
out Bluihing  and  Confufion. 

How  contrary  to  this  human  and  grateful 
way  of  giving  is  the  manner  of  the  great 
ones  of  the  World  in  our  Time?  When 
they  give,  'tis  commonly  with  a  Look  that 
either  fhcws  the  Gift  to  be  extorted  by  Im- 
portunity, or  beltow'd  as  a  Dole  to  Slaves; 
they  feem  to  affect  this  fhocking  fort  of 
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Bounty ,  to  prevent  their  being  again  im- 
portun'd,  or  Peoples  thinking  they  thought 
it  a  Duty  to  be  charitable.  Not  confidering 
that  thofe  that  want ,  have  really  a  kind  of 
Property  in  thefmall  of  their  Eftates,  which 
Charity  ihou'd  lay  by  for  them  ->   that  their 
Diftribution  is  not  a  W ork  of  Supereroga- 
tion, and  which  they  might  have  done  or 
not  done  with  the  fame  Innocence.  They 
are  always  indebted  to  the  Neceflities  of  o- 
thers  >  thefe  Debts  are  truly  Debts  of  Ho- 
nour, and  ought  to  be  firftdifcharg'd>  they 
are  not  left  at  liberty  to  give  if  they  pleafe, 
or  to  let  it  alone.    We  have  Ihewn  how 
they  are  not  only  encourag'd  in,  but  com- 
manded to,  the  Performance  of  this  Duty 
which  indeed  is  not  perform'd  when  the 
haughty  and  rude  Air  of  the  Giver  takes  a- 
way  from  the  Receiver  the  Relifh  of  the 
Comfort  he  propos'd  to  himfelf  from  the 
Charity  he  apply'd  to  him  for.   As  for  thofe 
whofe  conftant  Neceffities  have  habituated 
them  to  ask  and  receive  with  more  Confidence 
and  Aflurance,  we  Ihou'd  in  Prudence  convey 
our  Alms  to  them  with  fuch  a  Mixture  of  Se- 
verity and  Sweetnefs,  as  neither  to  encou- 
rage them  to  grow  upon  our  Charity,  nor 
drive  them  into  Defperation  of  it.  People 
wou'd  not  be  fo  vain  in  their  Manner  of  gi- 
ving Alms  ,  nor  fo  fparing  in  the  Meafure 
of  it,  if  they  wou'd  confider  that  the  whole 
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Series  of  God's  Providence,  is  little  elfe  but  a 
continued  Dole  of  Alms  and  Charities  to  his 
Creatures.  It  was  his  Chavity  that  founded 
this  vift  and  magnificent  Hofpital  of  the 
World,  that  ftock'd  it  with  fucli  a  number- 
Ids  Swarm  of  Creatures,  and  endowM  it  with 
fuch  glqntiful  Provifions  for  the  Support  and 
Maintenance  of  them  all.  We  do  all  of  us 
live  upon  his  Alms,  and  depend  on  his  bound- 
lels  Charity  for  every  Breath  of  Air  we  draw, 
f  )r  every  Bit  of  Bread  we  eat,  and  for  every 
Rag;  of  Cloaths  wc  wear :  Indeed  what  are  all 
the  good  things  of  this  World,  but  fo  ma- 
ny Arguments  of  his  infinite  Liberality? 
Look  every  where  about  Nature,  confider 
the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Providence,  furvey 
all  the  Works  and  Actions  of  his  Hands,  you 
ftatl  find  them  ail  confpiring  in  that  amiable 
Character  given  of  him  by  the  Pfalmiil,  Tfydh 
art  good)  and  ddft  good.  In  relieving  there- 
fore the  Neceffities  of  others  we  aft  the  Part, 
and  the  beft  Part  too,  of  the  Almighty  Fa- 
ther of  Beings,  who  fits  at  the  upper  End 
of  the  Table,  and  carves  to  his  whole  Crea- 
tion. Hence  St.  Gregory  Nazi anzen,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  charitable  Man,  fays,  that  he  is 
a  God  to  the  Unfortunate ,  imitating  the  Mer- 
cies of  God  for  Man  has  in  nothing  fo 
much  of  God  as  in  doing  good,  which  is 
doubtlefs  the  moft  Divine  and  God-like  thing 
that  a  Creature  is  capable  of.  What  then  can 
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be  more  honourable  and  becoming  to  him , 
than  to  tread  in  the  Footfteps  of  his  Crea- 
tor, to  tranferibe  his  Nature  and  Actions.* 
and  be  a  kind  of -Vice-God  in  the  World  ? 
Surely  did  we  but  underftand  and  cofifider  , 
how  divinely  Magnificent  it  is  to  fupply  the 
Neceflities ,  and  contribute  to  the  Harpinc  i  s 
of  others,  wre  fhou'd  court  it  as  our  higheft 
Preferment,  and  blefsGod  upon  our  bended 
Knees ,  for  deeming  us  worthy  of  fuch  ail 
llluftrious  Employment  5  and  that  among  the 
numerous  Bleflirigs  he  has  heaped  upon  us\ 
he  has  vouchfafed  to  admit  us  to  ihare  with 
himfelf  the  Glory  of  doing  Good,  His  only  Son5 
Jefus  Chrifty  forfook  his  Father's  Bofom,  and 
came  down  from  Heaven  into  our  Nature  to 
relieve  a  poor  perifhing  World,  and  refcueit 
from  eternal  Deftruction.  What  a  glorious 
Recommendation  is  this  of  Charity  ?  He 
chofe  rather  to  do  Good  upon  Earth  ,  than  to 
reign  over  Angels  in  Heaven :  The  fole  Huh  - 
nefs  he  thought  worthy  of  himfelf  while  he 
was  here,  was  to  feed  the  Hungry,  to  cure  the 
Blind  and  the  Lame,  toreftore  the  Sick,  to- 
inltruft  the  Ignorant,  and  reclaim  the  Rebel- 
lious. This  was  the  Drift  of  all  his  Action  ^ 
this  the  Subject  of  his  Miracles  y  this 
Scope  of  all  his  Doctrines  ^  his  whole  Life 
was  nothing  elfe  but  a  continued  Train  of  Be- 
neficences >  he  went  about  doingGood.  Coa~ 
fider  this,  ye  hard-hearted  Chriftians  >  you 
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who  ftop  your  Ears  againft  the  poor  Man's 
Cries!  What  wou'd  your  blefled  Lord  have 
done,  had  he  been  in  your  Cafe  and  Circum- 
ftances  ?  Wou'd  he,  who  had  fo  much  Com- 
panion on  the  Multitude,  as  to  work  a  Mi- 
racle to  feed  them ,  have  turn'd  that  mife- 
rable  Wretch  away  as  you  do,  without  the 
leaft  Dram  of  Comfort  and  Relief?  Wou'd 
he,  whofe  Heart  and  Hand  was  always  open 
to  the  Poor  and  Miferable,  have  defpis'd  the 
poor  Man's  Moans  as  you  do  ?  Perufe  the 
Pattern  of  his  Life  ^  fcan  over  his  whole  Be- 
haviour, and  fee  if  there  be  any  one  A&ion 
in  all  this  great  Exemplar,  that  does  not  up- 
braid you>  and  cry  fhamc  upon  you^  for  cal- 
ling your  felf,  fo  narrow,  cruel^  and  ftingy 
a  Creature ,  one  of  his  Difciples,  who  was 
fo  merciful,  generous,  and  liberal  a  Mafter. 
If  fo  ,  learn  for  the  future,  either  to  be  fb 
honeft  as  to  follow  his  Example^  or  fo  mo- 
deft  as  to  difclaim  any  Relation  to  him.  Far- 
ther To  fuppofe  our  felves  Independent 
PolfefTors  of  our  outward  Enjoyments  and 
Abilities  to  do  good  to  others,  is  in  effe£t 
to  diveft  God  of  his  Dominion,  and  ftrip 
him  into  an  infignificant  Cypher,  that  only 
iits  above  in  the  Heavens  like  an  Almighty 
Sardanapalus ,  with  his  Arms  folded  in  his. 
Bofom,  and  not  concerning  himfelf  in  the 
Affairs  of  this  lower  World}  looking  down 
only  from  his  Throne  to  pleafe  himfelf,  by 
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feeing  Men  fcrambling  for  their  feveral 
Shares  of  it.  But  if  wefuppofe  him,  as  we 
have  infinite  Reafon  to  do,  the  Almighty 
Author,  and  Supream  Difpofer  of  all  things,- 
we  mull  acknowledge  y  that  'tis  from  his 
overflowing  Bounty  that  we  derive  what- 
ever wre  poflbfsy  that  'tis  the  Gold  of  his 
Mines  which  enriches  us,  the  Crops  of  his 
Fields  which  feed  us,  the  Fleeces  of  his 
Beafts  which  cloath  us,  and  that  every  good 
thing  we  enjoy,  is  handed  to  us  by  the  Mi-- 
niftry  of  his  all-difpofing  Providence  y  fince 
we  owe  all  to  his  Bounty  r  and  in  our  great- 
eft  Flourifli  are  but  his  Alms-men  and  Penfi- 
oners,  how  deeply  are  we  obiig'd  to  return 
upon  him  in  the  Oblations  of  Love  and: 
Thankfgiving  ?  And  fince  Love  and  GraK 
titude  confift,  either  in  the  Affe£tion  of  the 
Mind,  or  in  the  verbal  Signification  of  it, 
or  in  the  effectual  Performance  of  good 
things  to  the  Perfons  whom  we  thank  and 
love>  this  laft  is  the  mod  compleat  and 
fubftantial  ExprefUon  of  the  Reality  of  our 
Words  and  Affe&ions.  For  tho'  Good- will 
is  indeed  the  Root  of  Love  and  Gratitude,, 
yet  it  lying  under  Ground,  and  out  of  light, 
we  cannot  conclude  its  Being  and  Life  with- 
out vifible  Fruits  of  Beneficence  to  the  Per- 
fon  whom  we  thank  and  love.  As  for  good 
Words  y  they  are  at  beft  but  the  Leaves  of 
Gratitude  and  Love^  but  'tis  good.  Works 
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that  are  the  real  Fruits  of  them,  by  which 
their  Sincerity  is  demonllrated ;  For  as  no 
Man  do£s  ever  imprefs  a  falfe  Stamp  upon 
the  fmelt  Metal,  fo  coftly  Thanks  and  Love 
are  feldom  counterfeit.  rTis  to  avoid  giving, 
anything,  or  being  at  any  trouble,  that  Men 
do  fo  often  forge  and  feign ,  pretending  ro 
make  up,  inwilhing  well,  the  Defe&'of  do- 
ing fo,  and  paying  down  Words  inltead  of 
Things.  But  where  Works  are  wanting, 
there  no  Expreffion  of  our  Love  and  Gra- 
titude can  either  be  real  in  it  felf ,  or  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  We  may  fpare  our  Breath 
as  well  as  our  Money;  for  the  clofe  Hand 
gives  the  Lye  to  a  full  Mouth  5  and  all  our 
verbal  Praifes  of  God,  when*  we  will  part 
with  nothing  for  his  fake,  are  only  fo  many 
empty  Compliments  and  downright  Moc- 
keries :  But  then  do  our  -Gratitude  and 
Love  to  God  difcover  their  Reality,  when 
it  appears  by  our  Aftions,  that  we  tihink  no- 
thing too  dear  for  him ,  when  for  his  fake, 
who  hath  fed  and  cloath'd  us,  and  abundant- 
ly fupplied  our  Neceffities,  we areready  up- 
on all  Opportunities,  to  feed,  and  cloath, 
and  fupply  the  Neceflities  of  others.  And 
can  we  think  any  thing  too  dear  to  exprefs 
our  Gratitude  to  him,  upon  whofe  over- 
flowing Bounty  we  depend  for  every  Blef- 
fing  we  have  or  hope  for>  who  has  provi- 
ded, not  only  this  temporal  World  for  our 


Charity.  34^ 

Bodies,  but  .alio  an  eternal  Heaven  for  our 
Souls  ,•  and  has  fent  his  Son  to  us  from  his 
own  Bofom,  to  tread  out  our  way  to  it,  and 
condu£t  us  thither?    Or  can  we  thinlc  any 
Thanks  too  coftly  for  that  blefied  Son,  who- 
grudg'd  not  to  come  down  from  Heaven  in- 
to this  Vale  of  Miferies ,  and  pour  out  his 
Blood  for  our  fakes?  Was  it  not  much  har- 
der for  him  to  part  with  Heaven,  than  'tis 
for  you  to  part  with  a  little  Money  ?  And 
can  you  think  it  much  to  beftow  an  Alias 
for  his  fake,  who  grudg'd  not  to  lay  down 
his  Life  for  yours  ?    This  is  the  Argument 
of  the  Apoftle,  For  ye. know  the  Grace  of  o:t; 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  that  thd*  he  was  vuh  ^ 
yet  for  your  fakes  he  became  poor^  that  ye  thri 
his  Poverty  might  be  rich.    It  Men  wou'd  ic- 
rioufly  confider  the  high  Obligation  they 
are  charged  with  to  give  Alms,  on  the  Ac- 
counts of  God  and  our  Saviour,  they  wou'd 
not  need  fo  many  Motives  to  it  v  but  really 
Charity  is  become  fo  cold  and  dead,  there 
is  hardly  any  thing  but  Form  remaining  in 
it.    We  give  fometimes  becaufe  we  fee  o- 
thers  do  it,  and  wou'd  not  be  lingular  But 
alas,  we  ihou'd  give,  as  thofc  who  know 
that  God  lends  the  poor  Man  his  Na0e^ 
and  allows  him  to  ask  our  Succours  for  hh 
lake:  He  gives  him  Credit  from  himfclf  v 
us  for  what  he  ftands  in  need  of,  and  bids 
him   charge  what  he  receives  upon  fcis 
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Account  ;  permitting  us  to  reckon  him 
oblig'd  by  it  ,  and  to  write  him  down  our 
Debtor.  When  we  ftop  our  Ears  to  the 
Cries  of  the  Poor,  God  takes  himfelf  to  be 
repuHVby  us,  and  interprets  it  as  a  rude  Af- 
front offer'd  to  his  own  Perfon,  it  being  of- 
fer'd to  one  that  bears  his  Name,  and  wears 
his  Livery  :  For  the  poor  Man's  Rags  are 
a  Badge  of  his  Relation  to  God,  and  his 
Wants  are  the  Mouths  by  which  God  him- 
felf intreats  our  Relief  >  afluring  us  that  he 
will  reckon  it  to  our  felves,  and  take  it 
as  kindly  at  our  Hands,  as  if  we  had  reliev'd 
him  in  his  awn  Perfon,  as  we  have  more  than 
once  prov'd  from  his  own  Word.  Shou'd 
we  not  break  out  into  thefe  holy  Expoftu- 
lationsy  rather  than  hefitate  the  leaft  in  the 
Pra£Hce  of  this  Duty  of  Charity  ?  Oh  bleffed 
God j  that  thou  Jhouldft  own  thy  felf  my  Deb- 
tor^ only  for  repaying  thee  apart  of  what  thou 
haft  lent  me,  and  of  what  is.  ftill  thy  own  by 
an  unalienable  Property :  That4houy  who  art 
.the  great  Landlord  of  the  Worldr  fhouldftthus 
acknowledge  thy  [elf  indebted  to  thy  poor  7?- 
nantr  for  paying  thee  a  fmall  £>)uit-rent ,  a 
Peppercorn  of  Homage r  for  what  I  hold  in  thy 
Right ,  and  by  thy  Bounty  !  For  thus  it  is, 
God  lends  us  our  Eftates,  and  then  writes 
himfelf  our  Debtor  for  that  fmall  Part  which 
we  repay  him  in  the  Works  of  Piety  and 
Charity.   And  as  God  puts  our  Alms  to  his 
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own  Account,  fo  does  our  Saviour  alfo>  In- 
a/much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  leafi 
of  thefe  my  Brethren^  ye  have  done  it  unto  me  : 
That  is,  I  account  my  lelf  oblig'd  by  itr 
and  do  receive  it  at  your  Hands  with  the 
fame  Kindnefs  and  Acceptance,  as  if  you  had 
been  with  me  in  my  State  of  Humiliation , 
and  Ihew'd  me  all  this  Mercy  in  my  own 
Perfon.  Now  when  both  my  Creator  and  my 
Redeemer  fend  a  poor  Wretch  to  me  in  their 
own  Name  and  Perfon  y  and  defire  me  for 
their  Sakes,  and  upon  their  Accoi^nts,  to 
relieve  him,  can  I  be  either  fo  ungrateful  to 
them ,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  all  that 
I  have  or  hope  for,  or  fo  wanting  to  my 
own  Intereft ,  as  to  neglect  fo  fair  an  Op- 
portunity of  making  them  fome  Return  of 
their  Favours,  and  obliging  them  by  it,  to 
heap  more  Favours  upon  me?  For  when 
in  giving  to  the  Poor  I  give  to  God  and  to 
Chrift,  what  glorious  Compenfation  may  I 
expe£t  from  fuch  kind  and  liberal  Payma- 
fters  ?  Tho'  God  may  fometimes  defer,  yet 
he  never  forgets  to  return  a  charitable  Work  : 
You  may  fafely  depend  upon  it,  that  fo  much 
as  ye  have  beftow'd  in  Works  of  Charity , 
fo  much,  with  vail  Increafe  and  Intereft,  you 
have  fecur'd  to  you  in  the  Hands  of  God , 
who  will  either  return  it  to  you  hither  in 
temporal  BlefTings  >  or,,  which  is  athoufand 
times  better,  repay  it  to  you  with  infinite 

Inte- 


3  jo  Charity. 

Intereft,  in  the  Weight  of  your  eternal 
Grown.  Thus  by  giving  Alms  we  make 
Earth  Tributary  to  Heaven ,  and  in  a  no- 
bler Senfe  than  the  new  Syftem  of  Aftrono- 
my  teaches,  advance  it  into  a  Creleftial  Bo- 
dy, and  consequently  enrich  ,  not  only  cur 
felves,  but  our  Wealth  too,  by  thus  trans- 
mitting it  to  Heaven  before  us,  as  it  were 
by  Bills  of  Exchange,  to  be  repaid  us  when 
we  come  there  in  everlafiing  7* ^eafure.  When 
by  relieving  the  poor  Man's  Wants,  we  may 
thus  tranfmute  our  Drofs  into  Gold  and 
which  is  more,  our  perifhing  Gold  into  im- 
mortal Glory,  what  Man  in  his  Wits  wou'd 
refufe  any  fair  Opportunity  of  making  fuch 
a  bleffed  Exchange  ?  The  Duty  of  Charity 
is  of  fo  very  great  Importance  to  our  pre- 
fent  and  future  Felicity,  that  we  have 
extended  our  Considerations  upon  it  to  a 
more  than  ordinary Length.  The  exciting 
Christians  to  the  Exercife  of  it  for  their  own 
Sakes,  and  for  the  Sakes  of  the  Poor  and 
Needy,  the  Naked  and  Hungry,  has  been 
fo  much  our  Endeavour,  that  we  may  per- 
haps be  thought  too  importunate  our  felves, 
and  to  have  enforced  one  thing  too  much , 
and  too  often  :  but  as  there  can  hardly  be 
any  thing  faid  too  often,  which  ferves  to  im- 
prefs  this  Virtue  on  the  Mind,  fo  there  can 
be  too  much  (aid  of  nothing,  that  tends  to 
make  us  more  Virtuous  and  more  Happy, 

E  N  V  Y> 
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NE  may  ule  the  fame  Argu- 
ments againft  Envy,  as  to  per- 
fuade  a  Man  from  the  Fever  or 
DVopfyj  it's  a  Diftemper  lb  far 
from  having  Pleafure  in  it ,  or 
a  Temptation  to  it,  that  'tis  full  of  Pain, 
a  great  Inftrument  of  Vexation  :  ft  eats 
the  Flerh,  dries  up  the  Marrow,  makeshcf- 
low  Eyes,  lean  Cheeks,  and  a  pale  Face  >  it 
is  no  more' nor  no  lefs  than  a  direft  Rcfolir- 
tion  never  tor  enter  into  Heaven  by  the  way 
of  noble  Pleafure  taken  in  the  good  of  0- 
thers.it  is  moft  contrary  to  God  and  the  State5 
the  very  Reverfe  of  the  Felicities  and  Actions 
of  Heaven ,  where  every  Star  encreafes  the 
Light  of  the  other  ,  and  the  multitude  of 
GucJis  at  the  Supper  of the  Lamby  makes  the 
eternal  Meat  more  a  Feftival.  It  is  perfect- 
ly the  State  of  Hell,  and  the  Pafi;on  of  De- 
vils 5-  for  they  do  nothing  but  defpair  in 
themfelves,  and  envy  others  Quiet  and  Safe- 
ty, and  yet  cannot  rejoyce  either  in  their 

Good 
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Good  or  their  Evil  \  tho'  they  endeavour  to 
hinder  that,  or  procure  this  with  all  the  De- 
vices and  Arts  of  Malice,  and  of  a  great  Un- 
derftanding.    Envy  canferve  no  End  in  the 
Worlds  it  cannot  pleafe  any  thing,  nor  do 
any  thing,  nor  hinder  any  thing,  but  the 
Content  and  Happinefs  of  him  that  has  it  : 
It  can  never  pretend  to  Juftice,  as  Hatred 
and  Uncharitablenefs  fometimes  may :  for 
there  may  be  Caufes  of  Hatred,  I  may  have 
Wrong  done  me,  and  then  Hatred  has  fome 
pretence,  tho*  no  juft  Argument  $  whereas  no ; 
Man  is  unjuft  or  injurious  for  being  profpe- 
rous  and  wife.    Many  Men  therefore  pro- 
fefs  to  hate  another,  but  no  Man  owns  En- 
vy, as  being  an  Enmity  and  Difpleafure  for 
no  Caufe  but  Goodnete  or  Felicity.  Envi- 
ous Men  are  like  Cantharides  and  Caterpil- 
lars ,  that  delight  moft  to  devour  ripe  and 
excellent  Fruits.    Envy  is  the  bafeft  of  all 
Crimes  ;  for  Malice  and  Anger  are  appeas'd 
with  Benefits,  but  Envy  is  exafperated,  as 
envying  the  Fortunate  both  the  Power  and 
the  Will  to  do  good  y  it  never  leaves  mur- 
muring, 'till  the  envy'd  Perfon  be  levelled, 
and  then  only  the  VultuMeaves  to  eat  the 
Liver.    If  his  Neighbour      made  Mifera- 
ble,  the  envious  Man  may  be  himfelf  troubled, 
but  his  Sorrow  is  felfifti^  and  he  does  not  fo 
much  pity  the  Miferable  as  himfelf,  for  being, 
liable  to  the  fame  Misfortune.   There  is, 
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j  fomething  more  flavifh  in  this  than  in  any 
i  other  Paflion  5   it  confefles  a  Superiority  in 
,  the  Object  it  works  upon,,  either  in  Merit 
or.  in  Fortune,  and  hates  it  for  that  Subje- 
ction, which  perhaps  is  only  a  Dream  of  his, 
and  a  Difeafe  of  his  Imagination.    We  have 
>  been  talking  of  its  oppofite,  Charity  >  and  by 
i  examining  the  Beauty  of  that  Virtue,  we 
■  lhall  the  better  fee  the  Deformity  of  this 

It  is  an  Argument  of  a  great  and  generous 
Mind,  to  employ  our  felves  in  doing  Good , 
to  extend  our  Thoughts  and  Care  to  the 
Concernments  of  others,  and  to  ufe  our  Pow- 
er and  Endeavours  for  their  Benefit  and  Ad- 
vantage,, becaufe  it  fhews  an  Inclination  and 
Defire  in  us,  to  have  others  happy  as  well  as 
our  felves.  Thofe  who  are  of  a  narrow  and 
envious  Spirit,  of  a  mean  and  fordid  Difpo- 
fition,  love  to  contract  themfelves  within 
themfelves,  and  like  the  Hedgehogs  to  flioot 
out  their  Quills  at  every  one  that  comes  near 
them  they  take  care  of  no  body  but  them- 
felves, and  foolifhly  think  their  own  Happi- 
nefs  the  greater,  becaufe  they  have  it  alone 
and  to  themfelves.  But  the  nobleft  and  molt 
heavenly  Difpofitions,  think  themfelves  hap- 
pieft  when  others  {hare  with  them  in  their 
Happinefs.  Of  all  Beings,  God  is  the  far- 
ther removed  from  Envy  5  and  the  nearer 
any  Creature  approaches  to  him  in  Blefled- 
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nefs,  the  farther  it  is  off  from  this  hellifli 
Quality  and  Difpofition.  It  is  the  temper 
of  the  Devil  to  grudge  Happinefs  to  others  3 
hq  envy'd  that  Man  ihou'd  be  in  Paradife 
when  he  was  caft  out  of  Heaven. 

Other  Perfe&ions  are  of  a  more  melan- 
cholick  and  foiitary  Difpofition  ,  and  fhine 
brighteft  when  they  are  alone,  orattain'd  to 
but  by  a  few  ;  once  make  them  common, 
and  they  loofe  their  Luftre.  But  it  is  the 
Nature  of  Goodnefs  to  communicate  it  felf, 
and  the  farther  it  fpreads,  the  more  glorious 
it  is  God  reckons  it  as  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  Titles,  as  the  brighteft:  Gem  in  his 
Diadem,  The  Lord^  mighty  to  fave^  he  de- 
lights nottofhew  his  Sovereignty  in  ruining 
the  Innocent,  and  deftroying  helplefs  Crea- 
tures; that  is  the  Property  of  Sovereign 
Tyranny  upon  Earth :  Cruel  and  arbitrary 
Princes  think,  they  never  exert  their  Digni- 
ty with  fo  much  Luftre,  as  when  it  is  exer- 
cised in  A£ts  of  Severity  and  Blood  >  as  if 
Mifchief  was  infeparable  from  Power 3  but 
God  delights  in  relieving  the  Helplefs  and 
Innocent,  and  to  the  Devil  belongs  the  Title 
of  The  Deftroyer. 

Without  the  Quality  of  Goodnefs,  all  o- 
therPerfe£lions  wou'd  change  their  Nature, 
and  lofe  their  Excellency  ->  great  Power  and 
Wifdom  wou'd  be  terrible,  and  raife  nothing 
but  Dread  and  Sufpicion  in  us.  Power  with- 
out 
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6ut  Goodneft,  is  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion, 
and  Wifdom  is  Craft  and  Treachery.  'Tis 
needlefs  to  reduce  this  to  Example.  A  being 
indued  with  Knowledge  and  Power.,  and  yet 
wanting  Goodnefs,  wou'd  be  nothing  elfe 
but  an  irrefiftible  Evil,  and  an  omnipotent 
Mifchicf.  We  admire  Knowledge,  and  are 
afraid  of  Power,  and  fufpeft  Wifdom  but 
we  can  heartily  love  nothing  but  Goodnefs, 
or  fuch  Perfections  as  are  in  Conjunction  with 
it  5  for  Knowledge  and  Power  may  be  in  a 
Nature  more  contrary  to  God  >  the  Devil 
has  thefe  Perfections  in  an  excelling  Degree, 
When  all  is  done,  nothing  argues  a  great  and 
generous  Mind  but  only  Gocdnefsj  which  is 
a  Propenfion  and  Difpofitionto  make  others 
happy,  and  a  readinefs  to  do  them  all  the  kind 
Offices  we  can.  A  confidering  Man  cannot 
without  Aftonifliment  fee,  that  tho'  the  Con- 
cerns of  Men  are  all  difpos'd  by  an  unerring 
Wifdom,  and  acknowledged  by  themfelves  to 
be  fo,  yet  that  fcarce  any  Man  is  pleas'd. 
The  truth  is  ,  we  have  generally  in  us 
the  worft  Part  of  the  Levellers  Principles^ 
and  tho*  we  can  very  contentedly  behold 
Multitudes  below  us,  yet  are  we  impatient 
to  fee  any  above  us  >  not  only  the  Foot,  fays 
the  Apoitlc,  complains  that  it  is  not  the  Hand, 
but  the  Ear  becaufe  it  is  not  the  Eye.  Not 
only  the  lowermoft  but  the  higher  Ranks 
of  Men  are  uneafy,  if  there  be  any  one  Step 

above 
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above  them.  Nay,  fo  importunate  is  this 
afpiring  Humour,  that  we  fee  Men  are  for- 
ced to  feed  it  ,  tho'  but  with  Air  and  Sha- 
dows. He  that  cannot  make  any  real  Ad- 
vance in  his  Quality,,  will  yet  do  it  in  Effi- 
gie,  in  all  little  Gayeties  and  Pageantries  of 
it  and  if  he  cannot  effe6t  fo  much  as  that, 
that  Canker,  Envy,  gnaws  his  Heart ,  and 
feeds  upon  his  very  Vitals.  Many  Men  have 
created  Wants,  merely  out  of  envy  of  other 
Men's  Abundance. Lucifer  was  happy  enough 
in  his  original  State,-  yet  cou'd  not  think  him- 
felffo,  becaufe  he  was  not  like  the  mo  ft  High  \ 
and  when  by  that  infolent  Ambition  he  had 
forfeited  Blifs,  it  has  ever  fince  been  an  Ag- 
gravation of  his  Torment,  that  Mankind  is 
■allum'd  to  a  Capacity  of  it  5  and  according- 
ly, he  makes  it  the  Defign  of  his  envious 
Induftry  to  defeat  him.  How  perfe&ly  are  the 
two  firft  Parts  of  this  Copy  tranferib'd  by 
thofe,  who  firft  cannot  be  fatisfy'd  with  a- 
ny  inferior  Degree  of  Profperity,  and  then 
whet  their  Impatience  with  other  Men's 
Enjoyment  of  what  they  cannot  attain  ?  'Tis 
much  to  be  doubted,  that  they  who  go  thus 
far,  may  compleat  the  Parallel ;  and  endea- 
vour^ when  they  have  Opportunity,  to  un- 
dermine that  Happinefs  they  envy.  There- 
fore fince  the  Devil  is  fo  apt  to  imprefs  his 
whole  Image,  where  he  has  drawn  any  of  his 
Lineaments,  it  concerns  us  warily  to  guard 

our 
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our  felves,  and  by  a  Chriftian  Sympathy 
with  our  Brethren,  to  make  the  Comfort  of 
others  an  Allay,  not  an  Improvement,  of  our 
Miferies  -y  Charity,  the  Virtue  we  have  fo 
largely  treated  of,  has  a  llrange  Magnetick 
Power,  and  attracts  the  Concerns  of  our 
Brethren  to  us->  he  who  has  it  in  his  Bread 
can  never  want  Refrefhment  whilft  any  about 
him  are  happy ;  for  by  adopting  their  Inte- 
reffe§  he  fhares  in  their  Joys :  Jethro^  tho'an 
Alien ,  rcjoyced  for  all  the  Good  God  had  done 
to  Ifrael?  and  why  fhou'd  not  we  have  as 
fenfible  a  Concurrence  with  our  Fellow  Chri- 
ilians?  He  who  has  fo,  will  find  fomething 
to  balance  his  own  Sufferings. 

One  wou'd  think  that  fo  painful  and  fo  im- 
potent a  Vice  as  Envy ,  ihou'd  not  be  fo 
.  prevalent ;  but  fuch  is  the  pride  of  Man's 
Heart,  that  it  cannot  eafily  be  brought  to 
be  in  Humour  with  Subjection  of  any  kind  y 
and  we  are  commonly  fo  favourable  to  our 
felves,  as  to  make  up  in  our  own  Imagination^ 
with  fome  other  good  Qualities  and  Advan- 
tages, the  Lofs  of  thofe  we  envy  in  others; 
which  Vanity  will  go  a  great  way  to  take 
off  the  Rancour  of  this  Vice,  where  Reli- 
gion and  Virtue  have  not  fuppreft  it. 
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Believe  there  is  hardly  a  Man 
living,  who  is  the  leaft  conver- 
fant  with  Men  or  Things  pail; 
and  prefent,  either  in  Life  or  in 
Hiftory,  but  will  acknowledge 
that  Detraction  was  never  carry'd  to  fuch  an 
Extravagance  as  it  has  been  lately  with  us 
in  England.  Some  Hints  have  been  given 
of  it  in  the  foregoing  Pages.  I  fhall  now 
confider  this  Vice  more  fully  5  and  expofe 
the  Guilt  and  the  Mifchief  of  it,  which  will 
doubtlefs  be  confirmed  by  all  our  Expe- 
riences. 

In  doing  this  it  will  be  neceffary  to  dif- 
courle  of  Detraftion  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  as 
well  that  of  the  Tongue  as  that  of  the  Pen. 
And  if  there  be  thofe  that  ftretcb  their 
Mouths  again fi  Heaven,  we  are  not  to  won- 
der if  there  be  more  that  will  Jhoot  th&ir  Ar- 
•row  ?  even  bitter  IVords,  againlt  the  bd\ 
Men  tmon  Earth.  It  was  done  in  Davids 
time  5  Gv/  and  good  Men,  as  the  Royal  PGd- 
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rnift  afllires  us,  had  the  Mouths  of  wicked  Men 
firetch'd  againft  them. 

As  Detraction  is,  in  fome  Inftances,  one 
of  the  higheft  Sins,  fo  'tis  certainly  one  of 
the  moft  common ,  and  efpecially  of  late. 
By  being  fo  common  it  becomes  infenfible, 
and  is  a  Vice  that  above  all  others  feems  to 
have  maintain'd  not  only  its  Empire  but  its 
Reputation  too.  Men  are  not  yet  convinc'd 
heartily  that  'tis  a  Sin ;  or  if  any,  not  of  fo 
deep  a  Die,  or  fo  wide  an  Extent,  as  it  is. 
They  have,  if  not  falfe,  yet  imperfect  No- 
tions of  it  >  and  by  not  knowing  how  far  its 
Circle  reaches,  do  often,  like  young  Con- 
jurers, itep  beyond  the  Limits  of  their  Safe- 
ty. Many  who  wou'd  ftartle  at  an  Oath, 
whofe  Stomachs  as  well  as  Confciences 
wou'd  recoil  at  an  Obfcenity ,  do  yet  Aide 
glibly  into  a  Detraction  y  whkh  yet  me- 
thinks  Perfons  otherwife  of  ftrict  Converfa- 
tionlhou'd  not  frequently  and  habitually  do, 
had  not  their  eafy  Thoughts  of  the  Guilt 
fmoothed  the  way  to  it. 

Detraction  is  a  flat  Contradiction  to  the 
grand  Rule  of  Charity,  the  loving  our  Neigh- 
bour as  our  [elves  3  that  which  at  once  vio- 
lates the  Sum  of  the  whole  fecond  Table  of 
the  Law,  (for  fo  our  Saviour  renders  it) 
muit  be  lookt  on  as  no  trifling  inconfidera- 
ble  Guilt.  The  very  Signification  of  the 
Word  ihews  'tis  a  fort  of  Robbery  commit- 
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ted  on  your  Neighbour  -y  it  fignifying  the 
withdrawing  or  taking  off from  a  thing}  and 
as  it  is  apply'd  to  the  Reputation  ,  it  de- 
notes the  imparing  and  leflening  a  Man  in 
point  of  Fame,  rendring  him  lefsvalu'd  and 
•efteem'dby  others;  which  is  the  final  Aim 
of  Detra£tion,  tho'  purfu'd  by  various  Means. 
It  is  juftly  lookt  on  as  one  of  the  moft 
unkind  Defigns  one  Man  can  have  upon  a- 
nother  ,  there  being  implanted  in  every 
Man's  Nature  a  great  Tendernefs  of  Repu- 
tation $  and  to  be  carelefs  of  it  is  taken  for 
a  Mark  of  a  degenerous  Mind.  On  which 
Account  Solon  in  his  Laws  prefumes,  That 
he  who  will  fell  his  own  Fame,  will  alfo  fell 
the  publick  Intereft.  'Tis  true  ,  many 
have  improv'd  this  too  far,  blown  up  this 
Spark  into  fuch  Flames  of  Ambition  as  have 
fet  the  Wo^d  into  a  Combuftion ;  fuch  as 
Alexander ^  Ctefar^  and  others,  who  facri- 
fic'd  Hecatombs  to  their  Fame  ,  fed  it  up 
to  a  Prodigy  upon  a  Cannibal  Diet,  the 
Flefh  of  Men.  In  our  Days  we  have  feen 
the  chief  Reafon  for  the  moft  unjuft  and 
bloody  Wars  been  wound  up  in  tire  fingle 
Phrafes  of  our  Honour  and  our  Glory,  yet  e- 
ven  thefe  Excefles  ferve  to  evince  the  uni- 
verfal  Content  of  Mankind,  that  Reputati- 
on is  a  valuable  and  defirable  Thing.  Nor 
have  we  only  the  Suffrage  of  Man,  but  the 
Atteftation  of  God  hicafelf  ;  J  good  Name 
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is  better  than  great  Riches :  Again ,  A  good 
Name  is  better  than  precious  Ointment.  And 
the  more  to  recommend  it  >  he  propofes  it 
as  a  Reward  to  Piety  and  Vertue,  as  he  me- 
naces the  contrary  to  Wickednefs  ;  The 
Memory  of  the  Juft  Jhall  be  blejfed r,  but  the 
Name  of  the  TVicked  Jhall  rot.  Accordingly 
good  Men  have  in  their  Eftimate  rank'd 
their  Names  the  next  Degree  to  their  Souls, 
preferred  them  before  Goods  or  Life.  In- 
deed 'tis  that  which  gives  an  inferior  fort  of 
Immortality,  and  makes  us  even  in  this 
World  furvive  our  felves  j  this  part  of  us  a- 
lone  continues  verdant  in  the  Grave,  and 
yields  Perfume  when  we  are  Stench  and 
Rottenneis  :  The  Confideration  whereof 
has  fo  prevailed  with  the  more  generous 
Heathens,  that  they  have  chearfully  quitted 
Life  in  Contemplation  of  it.  Thus  Epami- 
nondas  joyfully  expir'd,  in  Confidence  that 
he  left  behind  him  a  perpetual  Memo- 
ry of  the  Vi£fcories  he  had  atchiev'd  for  his 
Country.  Brutus  fo  courted  the  Fame  of 
a  Patriot,  that  he  broke  through  all  the  Ob- 
itacles  of  Gratitude  and  Humanity  to  attain 
it :  He  chearfully  bore  the  Defeat  of  his  At- 
tempt in  Contemplation  of  the  Glory  of  it. 
'Twere  endlefs  to  relate  the  Stories  of  the 
£odr?\  the  Decii ,  and  Curtii^  with  the  Train 
of  thofe  noble  Heroes ,  who  in  Behalf  of 
Vol.  I.  R  their 
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their  Countries  devoted  themfelves  to  certain 
Death. 

The  Love  of  Liberty  and  Glory  has  been 
always  bleft  with  the  Applaufe  of  Pofterity, 
however  it  may  be  depreft  in  the  Purfuits 
of  it.  Tyranny  and  the  Creatures  of  Ty- 
rants defpife  that  good  Name,  whofe  Odor 
is  richer  than  the  richelt  Perfumes  5  they 
being  black  themfelves,  defire  nothing  but 
to  blacken  others  *  they  confound  Fame 
and  Infamy  ,  they  indulge  their  Luft  of 
Power,  and  look  on  every  thing  elfe  as  in- 
lipid  or  ridiculous  5  they  are  infenfible  of 
Shame,  and  do  not  care  what  any  Tongue 
can  fay  of  them ,  as  long  as  they  can  cut  it 
out  for  it.  But  as  thefe  are  Monfters  in 
Morality,  fo  nothing  can  be  argu'd  from 
their  Practices  againft  the  common  Opini- 
on of  all  honeft  Men.  Such  will  always 
be  impatient  when  their  Reputation  is  in- 
vaded. To  what  Danger,  to  what  Guilt , 
does  fometimes  the  very  Fancy  of  a  Re- 
proach hurry  Men  ?  It  makes  them  really 
forfeit  that  Virtue  from  whence  all  true 
Reputation  fprings,  and,  like  Mfofs  Dog, 
lofe  the  Subltance  by  too  greedy  catching 
at  the  Shadow. 

Since  Reafon  fetsFame  at  fo  high  a  Rate, 
and  Paflion  at  a  higher,  we  may  conclude 
the  violating  this  Intercft  one  of  the  grea- 
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teft  Injuries  in  human  Commerce;   fuch  as 
is  refented  not  only  by  the  Rafh  but  the 
Sober.   We  muft  pick  out  only  Blocks  and 
Stones,  the  ftupid  part  of  Mankind,  if  we 
think  \ye  can  inflift  this  Wound  without 
Smart.   And  tho'  the  Powers  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  do  in  fome  fo  moderate  this  Refentment, 
that  none  of  thofe  Blows  fhall  recoil,  no 
Degree  of  Revenge  be  attempted,  yet  that 
<tees  not  at  all  juftifie  or  excule  the  Inflictor. 
It  may  indeed  be  a  ufeful  Tryal  of  the  Pa- 
tience and  Meeknefs  of  the  Defamed ,  yet 
the  Defamor  has  not  the  lefs  either  of  Crime 
or  Danger :   Not  of  Crime,  for  that  is  ra- 
ther enhanced  by  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Per- 
fon  injured y  nor  of  Danger,   fince  God  is 
the  more  immediate  Avenger  of  thole  who 
attempt  not  to  be  their  own.  But  if  the  In- 
jury meets  not  with  this  Meeknefs  ,   as  'tis 
very  likely  it  will  not  in  this  vindi6Hve  Age, 
it  tken  contra&s  another  accumulative  Guilt, 
ftands  anfwerable  not  only  for  its  own  pofi- 
tive  111 ,  but  for  all  the  accidental  which  it 
caufes  to  the  Sufferer  ,  who  by  this  means 
is  robb'd  not  only  of  his  Reputation  but  his 
Innocence  too ,  provok'd  to  thofe  unchri- 
ftian  Returns  which  draw  God  alfo  into  the 
Enmity,   and  fet  him  at  once  at  War  with 
Heaven  and  Earth.    And  tho'  as  to  his  im- 
mediate Judgment  he  muft  bear  his  Iniquity, 
anfwer  for  his  Impatience,  yet,  as  in  all  ci- 
R  z  vil 
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vil  Infurre&ions  the  Ringleader  is  lookt  on 
with  a  particular  Severity ,  fo  doubtlete  in 
this  Cafe  the  firft  Provoker  has  by  his  Senio- 
rity and  Primogeniture  a  double  Portion  of 
the  Guilt,  and  may  confequently  expert  part 
of  the  Punifhment,  according  to  the  Doom 
of  our  Saviour,  Woe  be  to  that  Man  by  whom 
the  Offence  cometh. 

What  a  Train  of  Mifchiefs  ufiially  follows 
this  Sin  of  Detraction !  'tis  fcarce  poffible 
to  make  a  full  Eftimate  of  its  Malignity: 
9Tis  one  of  the  grand  Incendiaries  which 
difturbs  the  Peace  of  the  World,  and  has  a 
great  Share  in  molt  of  its  Quarrels.  For 
cou'd  we  examine  all  the  Feuds  which  ha- 
rafs  Perfons,  Families,  nay  fometimes  Nati- 
ons too,  we  fhou'd  find  the  greater  part 
take  their  Rife  from  injurious  reproachful 
Words.  In  regard  therefore  of  the  proper 
Guilt  of  this  Vice,  and  all  thofe  remoter 
Sins  and  Miferies  which  come  after  it  5  'tis 
every  Man's  great  Concern  to  watch  over 
himfelfj  neither  is  it  lels  in  refpe£t  of  that 
univerfil  Aptnefs  we  have  to  this  Sin,  and 
its  being  fo  perpetually  at  hand,  that  for  o- 
therswe  mult  attend  Occafions  and  Seafons, 
but  the  Opportunities  of  this  are  always  rea- 
dy ;  I  can  do  my  Neighbour  this  Injury 
when  I  can  do  him  no  other.  Belides,  the 
Multitude  of  Objects  do  proportionably  mul- 
tiply both  the  Pollibilities  and  Occafions , 
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and  the  Objects  here  are  as  numerous  as  there 
are  Perfons  in  the  World  I  either  know  or 
have  heard  of.  For  tho'  fome  fort  of  Detracti- 
ons feem  confin'd  to  thofe  to  whom  we 
bear  particular  Malice ,  yet  there  are  other 
kinds  of  it  more  ranging,  which  fly  indif- 
ferently at  all.  This  Sin  has  the  Aid  of  al- 
moft  univerfal  Example,  which  is  an  Ad- 
vantage beyond  all  the  other,  there  being 
fcarce  any  fo  irrefiiiible  Inlinuation  as  the 
PradHce  of  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe, 
and  no  Subjeft  of  Converfe  fo  common  as 
the  defaming  our  Neighbours.  There  are 
t  wo  kinds  of  fpreading  defamatory  Reports, 
either  falfe  or  true  -y  which  tho'  they  feem 
to  be  of  different  Complexions  >  yet  may 
fpring  from  the  fame  Stock  ,  and  drive  at 
the  fame  Deiigns.  The  fpreading  of  falfe 
defamatory  Reports  admits  of  various  Cir- 
cumftances :  Sometimes  a  Man  invents  a  per* 
fe£t  Falfity  of  another  >  fometimes  he  that 
does" not  invent  it,  yet  reports  it,  tho'  he 
knows  it  to  be  falfe  $  and  a  third  fort  there 
are,  who  having  not  certain  Knowledge 
whether  it  be  falfe  or  no,  do  yet  divulge  it 
as  an  abfolute  Certainty,,  or  at  leaft  with 
fuch  artificial  Insinuations  as  may  byafs  the 
Hearer  on  that  Hand :  The  former  of  thefe 
is  a  Crime  of  fo  high,  fo  dilingenuous  a  Na- 
ture, that  tho'  many  are  vile  enough  to 
commit,  none  are  fo  impudent  to  avow  it- 
R  3  Even 
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Even  in  this  Age  of  infulting  Vice  ,  when 
almoft  all  Wicked nefs  appears  barefac'd  y 
this  is  fain  to  keep  on  the  Vizard.  No  Man 
wilj  ownhimfelf  a  falfe  Accufer }  for  if  Mo- 
defly  do  not  reftrain  him,  yet  his  very  Ma- 
lice will,  fince  to  confefs  wou'd  be  to  defeat 
his  Defign.  'Tis  indeed  the  moft  diaboli- 
cal of  all  other  Sins,  it  being  a  Conjun£hon 
of  two  of  the  Devil's  moft  eflential  Proper- 
ties, Malice  and  Lying:  We  know  'tis  his 
peculiar  Title  to  be  the  Accufer  of  the  Bre- 
thren 5  and  when  we  tranferihe  his  Copy,  we 
alfo  aflume  his  Nature,  intitle  our  felves  to 
a  Defcent  from  him  :  Te  are  of  your  Father 
the  Devil  y  we  are  by  it  a  fort  of  Incubus 
Brats,  the  infamous  Progenies  of  the  lying 
Spirit.  It  is  indeed  a  Sin  of  fo  grofs>  fo 
formidable  a  Bulk,  that  there  needs  no  help 
of  Opticks  to  render  it  difcernable. 

The  next  Degree  is  not  much  fhort  of 
it,  what  it  wants  is  rather  of  Invention  than 
Malice  •>  for  he  that  will  fo  adopt  another's 
Lye,  fhews  he  wou'd  willingly  have  been 
its  proper  Father :  It  does  indeed  differ  no 
more  than  the  Maker  of  adulterate  Wares 
does  from  the  Vender  of  them  >  and  certain- 
ly there  cannot  be  a  more  ignominious  Trade 
than  the  being  Huckfters  to  fuch  vile  Mer- 
chandize, in  which  the  publick  Libellers  of 
our  Times  are  notorious  Dealers.  They  do, 
'tis  true,  invent  of  their  own,  as  well  as  re- 
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port  other  Mens  Scandal ;  but  whether  it 
be  their  own,  or  others,  they  vend  it,  when 
they  know  it  to  be  falfe,  to  thofe  whofe  In- 
tereft  they  think  itwou'd  be  to  have  it  true. 
The  Sin  of  this  is  not  lefs  than  the  Bafenefs. 
We  find  the  Lover  of  a  Lye  rank'd  in  an  e- 
qual  Form  of  Guilt  with  the  Maker  and 
furely  he  muft  be  prefum'd  to  love  it  that 
can  defcend  to  be  the  Broker  to  it,  and 
help  it  to  pafs  current  in  the  World. 

The  third  fort  of  Detra£tors  look  a  little 
more  demurely  5  and,  with  the  Woman  in 
the  Proverbs^  Wipe  their  Mouths  and  fay^ 
they  have  done  no  Wickednefs.  They  do  not 
certainly  know  the  Falfity  of  what  they  re- 
port, and  their  Ignorance  muft  ferve  them 
as  an  Amulet  againft  the  Guilt  both  of  De- 
ceit and  Malice  3  but  it  is  to  be  fear'd  'twill 
do  neither.  For  if  they  are  affectedly  igno- 
rant, they  are  fo  willing  it  fhou'd  be  true, 
that  they  have  not  attempted  to  examine  it. 
It  does  not  fuffice  that  I  do  not  know  the 
Falfity,  for  to  make  me  a  true  Speaker  'tis 
neceflary  I  know  the  Truth  of  what  I  af- 
firm. Nay,  if  the  thing  were  never  fo  true> 
yet  if  I  knew  it  not  jto  be  fo,  its  Truth  will 
not  fecure  me  from  being  a  Lyar  >  and 
therefore  whoever  endeavours  to  have  that 
received  for  a  Certainty,  which  himfelf 
knows  not  to  be  fo,  offends  againft  Truth., 
The  utmoft  that  can  confift  with  Sincerity, 

R  4  is 


3  6  8  Detraction. 

is  to  reprefent  it  to  others  as  doubtful  as  it 
ap  rears  to  him>  yet  even  that,  as  conformant 
as  it  appears  to  Truth,  is  not  Charity.  E- 
ven  doubtful  j^ccufations  leave  a  Stain  be- 
hind them,  and  often  prove  indelible  Inju- 
ries to  the  Party  accus'dj  how  much  more 
then  do  the  more  pofitive  and  confident  Af- 
per*:c::swe  ruve  hitherto  fpoken  of  ?  Thole 
who  fpread  this  doubtful  Calumny  are  grea- 
ter Advancers  of  defamatory  Defigns  than 
the  firft  Contrivers.  For  they,  upon  a  Con- 
ic,cuihefs  of  their  Falfeneis,  are  obliged  to 
proceed  cautioully,  to  pick  out  the  credulous 
and  lead  difcerning  Pcribn>,  on  whom  to  im- 
pofe  their  Fictions,  and  dare  not  produce 
them  in  all  Companies  for  fear  of  Detecti- 
on y  but  thefe,  in  Confidence  that  the  Un- 
truth 5  if  :t  be  one,  ^ies  not  at  their  Door, 
fpeak  it  without  any  Reftraint  in  all  Places, 
at  all  Times  >  and  what  the  others  are  fain 
to  whifper,  they  proclaim,  like  the  Engine 
which  pretends  to  convey  a  Whifper  many 
Miles  off.  In  the  Cafe  of  Stealing  'tis  pro- 
verbially faid ,  If  there  tvere  no  Receiver /, 
there  ucu'd  be  no  Thieves  ->  and  in  this  of 
Slander,  If  there  wrere  fewer  Spreaders,  there 
wou'd  be  fewer  Forgers  of  Libels  -y  the  Ma- 
nufadture  wou'dbedifcharg'd,  if  it  were  not 
for  thefe  Retailers  of  it. 

If  we  apply  thefe  Practices  to  our  Rule 
of  Duty ,  there  will  need  no  very  clofe  In- 
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fpe&ion  to  difcern  the  Obliquity.  The  molt 
fuperficial  Glance  will  evidence  thefe  fe- 
veral  Degrees  of  Slanderers  to  do,  what 
they  wou'd  not  be  willing  to  fuflfer  :  Who 
among  them  can  be  content  to  be  falfly  a- 
fpers'd  ?  Nay ,  fo  far  are  they  from  that  y 
that  let  but  the  Shadow  of  their  own  Calum- 
ny refleft  on  themfelves ,  let  any  but  truly 
tell  them  tfyat  they  have  falfly  accus'd  o- 
thers,  they  grow  raving  and  impatient^  like 
a  Dog  at  a  Looking- Glafs,  combating  that 
Image  which  himfelf  creates  ->  and  how 
fmoothly  foever  the  original  Lye  Aides  from 
them ,  the  Eccho  of  it  grates  their  Ears, 
It  is  obfervable,  that  thofe  who  make  the 
greateft  Havock  of  other  Men's  Reputati- 
on, are  the  molt  nicely  tender  of  their  own  -9 
which  fets  this  Sin  of  Defamation  in  a  moil 
diametrical  Oppofition  to  the  Evangelical 
Precept  of  loving  our  Neighbours  as  our  Jer. 
Thus  much  is  difcernable  even,  m  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Crime  $  but  if  we  look  deeper, 
and  examine  the  Motives,  we  lhall  find  the 
Foundation  well  agrees  to  the  Superltriir 
ftmfe,  they  being  aftually  one  of  thefe  two. 
Malice  or  Intereit.  The  tiling  is  fo  difin- 
genuous,  fo  contrary  to  the  Dictates  of  Hu- 
manity, as  well  as  Divinity^  that  E  imift,  in 
reverence  to  our  common  Nature^  prefume, 
that  nothing  but  a  very  forcible  Impuiie 
cou'd  drive  a  Man  fo  far  from  himfelf  The 
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Devil  here  plays  the  Artift,  and  as  the  fatal- 
eft  Poifons  to  Men  are,  they  (ay,  drawn 
from  human  Bodies,  fohere  he  extra&s  the 
Venom  of  the  irafcible  and  concupifcible 
Part,  and  in  it  dips  thofe  Arrows  which  we 
thus  fhoot  at  one  another. 

Malice  is  the  Whirlwind  which  has  fha- 
ken  States  and  Families  no  lefs  than  private 
Perfons  5  a  Paflion  fo  impetuous  and  precipi- 
tate, that  it  often  equally  involves  the  Agent 
and  the  Patient ;  a  maliciousMan  being  of  like 
Violence,  with  thofe  who  flun^  the  Three 
Children  into  the  fiery  Furnace,  confum'd 
by  thofe  Flames  into  which  he  caft  others. 
As  for  Inter  eft  ^  'tis  the  univerfal  Monarch  „ 
to  which  all  other  Empires  are  Tributaries  > 
to  which  Men  (acrifice,  not  only  their  Con- 
fcience  and  Innocence,  but  what  is  ufually 
much  dearer,  their  Senfualities  and  Vices  ; 
Thofe,  whom  all  the  Divine,  either  Threats 
or  Promifcs,  cannot  perfuade  to  mortifie^ 
nay  but  reftrain  one  Luft,  at  Mammon's  Beck 
will  difclaim  many,  and  force  their  Inclina- 
tions to  comply  with  their  Intereft.  ^ 

While  this  Sin  of  Calumny  has  two  nlch 
potent  Abettors,  we  are  not  to  wonder  at 
its  Growth.  As  long  as  Men  are  malicious 
and  defigning,  they  will  be  traducing.  Thofe 
Cyclops  will  be  perpetually  forging  Thun- 
derbolts, againft  which  no  Innocence  or  Vir- 
tue can  be  Proof.    And3  alas,  we  daily  find 

too 
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too  great  Effect  of  their  Induftry  :  But  tho9 
thefe  are  the  Forgers  of  the  more  folemn  de- 
liberate Calumnies,  yet  this  fportive  Age 
has  produc'd  another  fort,  there  being  Men 
that  defame  others  out  of  Wantonneis;  in- 
vent little  Stories,  that  they  may  find  them- 
felves  Exercife,  and  the  Town  Talk.  Thi% 
if  it  muft  pafs  for  Sport,  is  fuch  as  Solomon 
defcribes ,  As  a  Madman  that  cafteth  Fire- 
hrandsj  Arrows  and  Death,  fo  is  he  that  de~ 
ceiveth  his  Neighbour,  and  faith,  am  not  t  in 
[port?  He  whofhoots  an  Arrow  in  jeft*  may 
kill  a  Man  in  earneft  >  and  he  who  gives  him- 
felf  the  Liberty  to  play  with  his  Neighbour's 
Fame,  may  foon  play  it  away.    Moft  Mea 
are  fo  ready  to  entertain  ill  Opinions  of  others^ 
that  they  greedily  draw  in  any  Suggeftioix 
of  that  kind ;  and  one  may  as  eafily  perfuade 
the  thirfty  Earth  to  refund  Water  fhe  has 
fuck'd  into  her  Veins,  as  them  to  depofitea 
Prejudice  they  have  once  taken  up  3  there- 
fore fuch  Experiments  upon  Fame  are  as 
dangerous,  as  that  which  Alexander  is  faidto 
have  made  of  the  Force  of  Naptha  upon  his 
Page,  from  which  he  fcarce  efcap'd  with 
Life.    Thefe  jocular  Slanders  are.  often  as 
mifchievous  as  thofe  of  deeper  Defign  y  and 
the  Slightnefs  of  the  Temptation  aggravates 
the  Guilt :   For  fure  he  who  can  put  fuch 
an  Intereft  of  his  Neighbour's,  in  balance 
with  a  little  Fit  of  Laughter,  fets  it  at  a 
R  6  lo-wei 
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lower  Price,  than  he  who  hopes  to  enrich  or 
advance  himfelf  by  it.  Tho'  it  may  pafs  a- 
mong  fome  for  a  Specimen  of  Wit ,  yet  it 
really  leaves  them  among  Solomon's  Fools*, 
JVho  make  a  mock  at  Sin. 

Slander  is  a  Plant  that  grows  in  all  Soils. 
The  frolickfome  Humour  as  well  as  the  mo- 
rofe  betrays  to  the  Guilt.  Who  can  hope 
to  efcape  this  Scourge  of  the  tongue  ,  as  the 
Wife-man  has  it,  and  this  Flail  of  the  Prefs? 
Perfons  of  all  Ranks  do  mutually  afperfe  , 
and  are  afpers'd.  The  Great  give  Patronage 
and  Encouragement  v  and  the  Small  madly 
run  into  that,  which  turns  fo  much  to  their 
Profit  and  their  Pleafure.  He  who  wou'd  not 
have  his  Credulity  abus'd,  has  fcarce  a  fecu- 
rer  way  than,  like  that  Altrologer,  who 
made  his  Almanack  give  a  tolerable  xAccount 
of  the  Weather,  by  a  diredt  Inverlion  of  the 
common  Prognoftications ,  to  let  his  Belief 
run  quite  contrary  to  Reports.  ThisDifeale 
is  grown  fo  epidemick,  that  even  Religion 
has  got  a  Taint  of  it ,  each  Profeflion  and 
Opinion  endeavouring,  to  reprefent  its  An- 
ragonift  as  odious  as  it  can  y  and  while  they 
contend  for  fpeeulative  Truth,  they  by  mu- 
tual Calumnies  forfeit  the  pra£tick  :  A  thing 
which  juftly  excites  the  Grief  of  good  Men, 
to  fee  that  thofe  who  pretend  all  to  the  fame 
Chrillianity ,.  fhou'd  only  be  unanimous  in 
the  violating  that  Truth  and  Charity  it  pre- 
fcnbes,  Thefe 
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Thefe  religious  Debates,far  unworthy  fuch 
an  Epithet  r  are  come  to  fuch  a  Degree  of 
Irreligion,  that  it  has  given  occafion  to  Uiv- 
believers,  to  make  a  Jeit  of  our  holy  Do&rine 
it  felf.  Can  there  be  any  thing,  they  cry, 
in  a  Religion,  the  Profeflbrs  of  which  break 
thro'  all  the  Rules  of  it,  in  Contentions  si- 
bout  indifferent  Matters  ?  Charity  is  the 
Sum  of  all,  and  that  was  never  fo  much 
broken  thro*  as  it  has  been  in  our  Times. 
If  thefe  be  the  Weapons  of  our  (piritual 
Warfare,  what  may  we  think  of  the  carnal  ? 
How  are  our  fecular  Animofities  purify 'dv 
when  our  Speculations  are  thus  manag'd? 
How  eaflly  do  we  run  down  the  Reputati^ 
on  of  any,  who  ftand  in  the  way  either  of 
our  Spleen  or  Avarice  ? 

As  there  can  be  no  true  Religion  without 
Charity^,  fo  there  can  be  no  true  human 
Prudence,  without  Bearing  and  Conde- 
fcenfion.  This  Rule  will  dire£fc  us,  who  are 
of  the  eftablifh'd  Church,  in  our  Carriage 
towards  thofe  that  difTent  from  it,.,  both  m 
our  Words  and  ii>our  A&ions.  A  good  Chri- 
ftian  wou'd  have  fuch  miftaken  Men  ready 
to  throw  themfelves  into  the  Arms  of  the" 
Church,,  and  wou'd  have  thofe  Arms  as  rea- 
dy to  receive  them  that  fhall  come  to  us. 
He  wou'd  have  no  fupercilious  Look,  to 
frighten  thofe  ftray'd  Sheep  from  coming 
into  the  Fold  again y  nor  no  hard  Words  to 

fharpen 
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fharpen  their  Refentment ,  a  perpetual  Bar 
to  Unity.  But  where  is  there  a  Difpofition 
in  the  contending  Parties,  to  bear  with  one 
another,  to  fpeak  well  of  one  another,  and 
put  an  end  to  that  Fire  of  Contention,  which 
the  Mouths  of  wicked  Men  have  blown  in- 
to fo  terrible  a  Flame  ? 

Not  only  pious  Men ,  but  Piety  it  felf , 
partakes  of  the  fame  Fate  in  the  Infults  of 
Slander  >  and  he  who  has  a  merry  Humour 
to  gratifie,  cares  not  whether  it  be  at  the 
Expence  of  his  Religion,  Neighbour's  Re- 
putation, or  at  that  of  Religion  it  felf. 

How  great  Madnefs  is  it  to  make  fo  coft- 
ly  Oblation  to  fo  vile  an  Idol  as  Calumny  ? 
*Tis  indeed  the  worshipping  our  own  Ima- 
ginations >  preferring  a  malicious  Fi&ion 
before  a  real  Felicity  $  which  is  but  faintly 
refembled  by  him,  who  is  faidto  Mkve  cRo- 
fen  to  part  with  his  Biflioprick,  rather  than 
burn  his  Romance.  Are  there  not  grofs  cor- 
poral Sins  enough  to  ruin  us?  Mult  we  have 
real  ones  too  ?  Damn  our  felves  with  Chi- 
meras, and  by  thefe  Forgeftfes  of  our  Brains^ 
dream  our  felves  to  Deftru&ion  ? 

Let  all  thofe  then,  who  thus  unhappily 
employ  their  inve&ive  Faculty,  timely  con- 
fider,  how  unthriving  a  Trade  it  is  likely 
to  prove  -y  that  all  their  falfe  Accufations  of 
others,  will  rebound  in  true  ones  upon  them- 
felves.  It  does  often  fo  in  this  World,  where 
I  .  the 
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the  moft  clandeftine  Contrivances  of  this 
kind  many  times  meet  with  Dete&ion  :  Or  if 
this  ihould  happen  to  keep  on  the  Difguife 
here  ,  yet  it  will  infallibly  be  torn  off  at  the 
great  Day,  when  all  the  Deeds  of  Darknefs 
lhall  be  fet  in  full  Light  before  God,  Angels 
and  Men. 

Let  us  now  take  the  other  Branch  of  De- 
famation,  that  which  is  true,  into  our  Con- 
^deration.  This  muft  be  confeft  to  be  a 
lower  Fornj  of  Guilt  than  the  former  5  yet, 
as  to  the  kind,  they  equally  agree  in  the  De- 
finition of  Detraction  y  fince  a  Man's  Credit 
may  be  impair'd,  as  well  by  true  Reports  as 
by  falfe  ones.  Tho'  every  Fault  have  fome  pe- 
nal EfFeds  which  are  coetaneous  to  the  A£h> 
yet  this  of  Infamy  is  not  fo>  this  is  a  more 
remote  Confequent,  that  which  it  immedi- 
ately depends  upon,#  js  the  publifhing.  A 
Man  may  do  things,  which  to  God  and  his 
own  Confcience  are  abominable  ,  and  yet 
keep  his  Reputation  with  Men  y  but  when 
this  ftifled  Crime  breaks  out,  when  his  fe- 
cret  Guilts  are  detected,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  he  becomes  infamous.  Thus,  tho* 
his  Sin  be  the  material ,  yet  'tis  the  Difco- 
very  that  is  the  formal  Caufe  of  his  Infamy, 
It  follows  therefore,  that  he  who  divulges 
an  unknown  conceal'd  Fault,  ftands  accoun- 
table for  all  the  Confequences  which  flow 
from  that  divulging  \  but  whether  accoun- 
table 
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table  as  for  Guilt,  muft  be  determin'd  by 
the  particuar  Circumftances  of  the  Caufe. 
W e  are  here  to  admit  of  an  Exception  •>  for 
tho'  every  Difcovery  of  another's  Fault,,  be, 
in  the  ftrict  natural  Senfe  of  the  Word  y  a 
Detra£tion,  yet  it  will  not  always  be  the  Sin 
of  Detra&ion  y  becaufe,  in  fome  Inftances, 
there  may  fome  higher  Obligations  inter- 
vene, and  fiiperfede  what  w5  owe  to  the 
Fame  of  our  Neighbour.  In  thofe  Cafes  it 
may  not  only  be  lawful,  but  neceflary  to 
expofe  him.  It  may  often  fall  out,  that  by 
concealing  one  Man's  Fault,  I  may  be  inju- 
rious to  another,,  nay*  to  a  whole  Commu- 
nity, and  then  I  aflume  the  Guilt  I  conceal  y 
and,  by  the  Laws  both  of  God  and  Man, 
am  judg'd  an  AcceiTary.  And  as  Juftiee  to 
others  enforces*,  fo  fometimes  Juftiee  to  a 
Man's  felf  allows,  the  publifliing  of  a  Fault, 
when  a  coniiderable  fntereft,  either  of  Fame 
or  Fortune,  cannot  otherwife  be  refcu'd, 
But  to  make  loud  Outcries  of  Lajttries,  when 
they  tend  nothing  to  the  Redrefs  of  it,  is  a 
Liberty  rather  affum'd  by  Rage  and.  Impa- 
tience, than  authoriz'd  by  Juftiee  %  nay  of- 
ten in  that  Cafe,  theComplainer  is  the  molt 
injurious  Perfon.  For  he  infli£ts  more  than 
he  fuffers,  and  in  lieu  of  fome  trivial  Right  of 
his,,  which  is  invaded,  he  aflaults  the  other 
in  a  nearer  Intereft,  by  wounding,  him  in 
his  good  Name.   But  if  the  Caufe  be  con- 

fiderable, 
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fiderable,  and  the  manner  regular,  there  lies 
fure  no  Obligation  upon  any  Man  to  wrong 
himfelf  in  Indulgence  to  another.  Neither 
does  Charity  retrench  this  Liberty  5  for  tho* 
it  be  one  A£t  of  Charity  to  conceal  another 
Man's  Fault,  yet  many  times  it  may  be  in- 
confident  with  fome  more  important  Cha- 
rity, which  I  owe  to  a  third  Perfon,  or  per- 
haps to  a  Multitude,  as  in  thofe  Cafes  where- 
in publick  Benefit  is  concern'd.  If  this  were 
not  allowable,  no  Hiftory  could  lawfully  be 
written  \  fince,  if  true,  it  cannot  but  relate 
the  Faults  of  many  3  no  Evidence  could  be 
brought  in  againlt  a  Malefactor  >  and  in- 
deed, all  Difcipline  would  be  inverted,  which 
would  be  fo  great  a  Mifchief,  that  Charity 
obliges  to  prevent  it,  whatever  Defamation 
falls  upon  tho  Guilty  by  it  :  For  in  fuch  In- 
fiances,  'tis  a  true  Rule,  that  Mercy  to  the 
Evil,  proves  Cruelty  to  the  Innocent :  And  as 
in  a  Competition  of  Mifchiefs,we  are  to  chufe 
the  leaft  5  fo  of  two  Goods  the  greateft,  and 
the  moll  extenfive  is  the  moll  eligible.  That 
Charity,which  reflefts  even  upon  my  felf,may 
alfo  fometimes  fuperfede  that  to  my  Neigh- 
bour s  the  Rule  not  obliging  me  to  love  him 
better  than  my  felf.  I  need  not  furely  filently 
alTent  to  my  ownunjuft  Defamation,  for  fear 
of  proving  another  a  falfe  Accufer  -y  nor  fuf- 
fer  my  felf  to  be  made  a  Beggar,  to  con- 
ceal another  Man's  being  a  Thief.   'Tis  true, 

in 
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in  a  great  Inequality  of  Interefts,  Charity, 
whofe  Chara&er  is  not  to  feek  her  own,  will 
prompt  me  to  prefer  a  greater  Concern  of 
my  Neighbour's  before  a  flight  one  of  my 
own  y  but  in  equal  Circum  fiances  I  am  fure  I 
am  at  Liberty  to  be  kind  firft  to  my  felf  i  If  I 
will  recede  even  from  that,  I  may,  but  that 
is  then  to  be  accounted  among  the  heroick 
Flights  of  Charity,  not  her  binding  and  in- 
difpenfable  Laws. 

When  'tis  remember'd  how  common  the 
Breaches  of  Juftice  and  Charity  are  now 
grown  in  the  World,  we  muft  certainly  im- 
pute fuch  inceflant  Effe&s  to  fome  vigorous 
Caufes  -9  of  which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
point  out  fome  of  the  moft  obvious. One  of  the 
principal  Ingredients  in  Defamation  is  Pride  ; 
a  Humour,  which  as  it  is  always  mounting, 
fo  it  will  make  ufe  of  any  Foot-ftool  towards 
its  Rife.  A  Man  who  affe£ts  an  extraordi- 
nary Splendor  of  Reputation,  is  glad  to  find 
any  Foils  to  fet  him  off  ;  and  therefore  will 
let  no  Fault  nor  Folly  of  another  enjoy  the 
Shade,  but  bring  it  into  the  open  Lights 
that,  by  the  Comparifon,  his  own  Excel- 
lencies may  appear  the  brighter.  I  dare  ap- 
peal to  the  Breaft  of  any  proud  Man,  Whe- 
ther he  does  not,  upon  fuch  Occafions,  make 
fome  Pharifaical  Refle£fcions  upon  himfelf , 
whether  he  be  not  apt  to  fay,  I  am  not 
like  other  Men,  or  as  this  Publican,  tho'  pro- 
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bably  he  leaves  out  the,  GW,  I  thank  thee. 
He  who  cherifhes  fuch  Sentiments  as  thefe 
in  himfelf,  will  doubtlefs  be  willing  to  pro- 
pagate them  to  other  Men  y  and  to  that  end 
render  the  Blemifhes  of  others  as  vifible  as 
he  can.  But  this  betrays  a  degenerous  Spi- 
rit, which,  from  a  Confcioufnefs  that  he 
wants  folid  Worth,  on  which  to  build  a 
Reputation,  is  fain  to  found  it  upon  the 
Ruin  of  other  Mens.  The  true  Diamond 
fparkles  even  in  the  Sun-ftine  but  that 
Virtue  is  a  fort  of  Glow-worm  Brightneft3 
which  owes  its  Luftre  to  the  Darknefs  a- 
bout  it. 

Envy  is  another  Promoter  to  Detra&ion^ 
fometimes  it  is  particular,  fomethnes  gene- 
ral. He  who  has  a  Pique  to  ^another,  would 
have  him  as  hateful  to  all  Mankind  as  he  is 
to  him  >  and  therefore  as  he  repines  at  any 
thing  which  makes  him  more  efteem'd,  fo 
he  exults  in  any  thing  which  deprefles  biih, 
and  isufually  very  induflriousto  improve  the 
Opportunity.  He  has  a  ftrange  Sagacity  in 
hunting  it  out.  No  Vulture  does  more 
quickly  fcent  a  Carcafs  than  an  envious  Per- 
fon  does  thefe  dead  Flies^  which  corrupt  his 
Neighbour's  Ointment^  whofe  Vapour,  like 
a  ftrong  Wind,  is  by  his  Heat  fcatter'd,  and 
difpers'd  far  and  near.  Nor  needs  he  any 
great  Crime  to  praftife  on  :  Every  little 
infirmity  or  Paflion  lookt  on  thro'  his 

Op  tick 
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Opticks,  appears  a  mountainous  Guilt.  He  \  h 
can  improve  the  leaft  Speck  or  Freckle  in-  M< 
to  a  Leprofy  ,  which  fhall  overfpread  the  ^ 
whole  Man  •>  and  a  Cloud  no  bigger  than  a  5] 
Man's  Hand  may,  like  that  of  Elijha\  in  an  N° 
inftant,  with  the  help  of  Prejudice ,  grow 
to  the  utter  darkening  of  his  Reputation  ,  ^ 
and  fill  the  whole  Horizon  with  Tempeft  fp| 
and  Horror.  Sometimes  the  Envy  is  gene-  i  kf 
ral ,  not  confin'd  to  any  Man's  Perfon  ,.  an 
but  diffus'd  to  the  whole  Nature.  There  th 
are  fome  Tempers  fo  malign  that  they  wifh  T 
ill  to  all  5  and  believe  ill  of  all>  like  7tmm\  th 
of  Athens^  who  profeft  himfelf  a  univerlali  th 
Man-hater.  He  whofe  guilty  Conference  is 
refle&s  dffmal  Images  of  himfelf,  is  willing  p 
to  put  the  fanfe  ugly  Shape  upon  the  whole  D 
Nature  >  and  to  conclude  that  all  Men  are  the  1  ci 
fame,  were  they  but  clofely  infpe£ted :  W  here*  8| 
fore  when  he  can  fee  but  the  leaft  Glim-  j  a 
mering  of  a  Fault  in  any  ,  he  takes  it  as  a  j 
Proof  of  his  Hypothefis,  and  with  an  envi-M  \ 
ous  Joy  calls  ii>  as  many  Spe£tators  as  he  i  m 
can.  TTis  certain  there  are  fome  in  whofe  \ 
Ears  nothing  founds  fo  harfh  as  the  Com-  ti 
inendation  of  another  *  and  nothing,  on  the  \ 
contrary,  is  fo  melodioifc  as  a  Defamation.  |  { 
Plutarch  gives  an  Inltance  of  this  upon  'Jkir  \ 
Jlides's  Banifhment  \  whom,  when  a  mean  1 
Perfon  hud  proposed  to  Ofltacifm^  being asktr  fc 
what  Difpleafure^r//?/^  had  done  him?  He 

reply'd» 
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reply 'd,  None\  neither  do  I  know  him^  hut 
it  grieves  me  to  hear  everybody  call  him  ajuft 
Man.  I  fear  forae  of  our  keeneft  Accufers 
now-a-days  may  give  the  fame  Anfwer.  No 
Man  that  is  eminent  for  Piety,  or  indeed 
moral  Virtue,  but  he  fhall  have  many  invi- 
dious Eyes  upon  him,  watching  for  his  halt- 
ing >  and  if  any  the  leaft  Obliquity  can  be 
fpy'd ,  he  is  us'd  worfe  than  the  vileft  Ma- 
lefa&or:  For  fuch  are  try'd  but  at  one  Bar, 
and  know  the  utmoft  of  their  Doom  $  but 
thefe  are  arraign'd  at  every  Table  in  every 
Tavern.  At  fuch  Variety  of  Judicatories 
there  will  be  Variety  of  Sentences ,  only 
they  commonly  concur  in  this  one,  that  he 
is  an  Hypocrite  $  and  then  what  Compla- 
cency, what  Triumph  have  they  in  fuch  a 
Difcovery  ?  There  is  not  half  fo  much  Epi- 
curifm  in  one  of  their  ftudy'd  Luxuries  >  no 
Spectacle  affords  them  fo  much  Pleafure  as 
a  bleeding  Fame,  thus  lying  at  their  Mercy. 

There  are  another  fort  of  Detradtors  y 
whofe  Defigns  are  not  fo  black,  but  are 
!mean  and  fordid,  much  too  light  to  be  put 
•  in  Balance  with  a  Neighbour's  Credit :  Of 
i  thefe ,  fome  will  pick  up  all  the  little  Sto- 
;  ries  they  can  get  to  humour  a  Patron  *  an  Ar- 
'  tifice  well  known  by  thofe  Trencher-Guefts, 
who,  like  Rats,  ftill  haunt  the  beft  Provifi- 
ions.  Thefe  Men  do  almofl:  come  up  to  a 
literal  Senfe  of  what  the  Pfalmift  fpoke  in  a 
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figurative,  They  eat  up  People  for  Bread , 
tear  and  worry  a  Man  in  his  good  Name, 
that  themfelves  may  eat.    It  was  a  Curfe  m 
denounced  againft  Eli's  Offspring,  That  they  I 
jhould  come  and  crouch  for  a  Morfel  of  Bread. 
But  fuch  Men  court  this  as  a  Preferment  5  I 
and  to  bring  themfelves  within  the  reach  of 
it,  fHck  not  to  affume  that  vile  Office  of  com- 
mon Delators.  There  are  others,  who  when 
they  have  got  the  Knowledge  of  another 
Man's  Faults,    think  it  an  endearing  thing  . 
to  whifper  them  in  the  Ear  of  fome  Friend  or 
Confident.    But  furely  if  they  muft  needs 
facrifice  fome  Secret  to  their  Friendfhip, 
they  fhou'd  take  David's  Rule,  and  not  of  A 
fer  that  which  cofi  them  nothing.    If  they 
will  exprefs  their  Confidence,  let  them  ac- 
quaint them  with  their  own  private  Crimes  > 
that  indeed  will  fhew  fomething  of  Truftv 
but  thofe  Experiments,  upon  another  Man's 
Coft,  will  hardly  convince  any  confidering 
Perfon  of  their  Kindnefs. 

A  more  trifling  fort  of  Defamers  than  e- 
ven  thefe,  are  thofe  who  have  no  deliberate 
Defign  which  they  purfue  in  it,  yet  are  as 
afliduous  at  the  Trade  as  the  deeper  Contri- 
vers. Such  are  thofe  who  publilh  their 
Neighbour's  Failing  as  they  read  Gazetts, 
only  that  they  may  be  telling  News  5  an 
Itch  which  fome  Peoples  Tongues  are 
ilrangely  over-run  with ,  who  can  as  well 

hold 


Detra&ion.  383 

hold  a  glowing  Coal  in  their  Mouths,  as 
keep  any  thing  they  think  new.    They  will 
fometimes  run  themfelves  out  of  Breath,  for 
fear  any  fhou'd  ferve  them  a$  Ahimaaz,  does- 
Cujbij  and  tell  the  Tale  before  them.  This 
is  one  of  the  raoft  childifh  Vanities  imagi- 
nable j  and  fure  Men  muft  have  Souls  of  a 
very  low  Level  that  can  think  it  a  commen- 
furate  Entertainment.  Others  there  are,  who 
ufe  defamatory  Difcourfe  neither  for  the 
Love  of  News  nor  Defamation,  but  purely 
for  Love  of  Talk,  whofe  Speech,  like  a  flow- 
ing Current ,  bears  down  indifcriminately 
whatever  lies  before  it.    Indeed  fuch  incei- 
fant  Talkers  are  ufually  People  not  of  depth 
enough  to  fupply  themfelves  out  of  their 
own  Store,  and  therefore  can  let  no  foreign 
Acceflion  pafs  by  them,  no  more  than  £ 
Mill  which  is  always  going  can  afford  any 
Waters  to  run  waite.    I  know  we  ufe  to 
call  this  Talkativenefs  a  feminine  Vice  j  but 
to  fpeak  impartially,  I  think,  tho'  we  have 
given  that  Sex  the  Inclofure  of  the  Scandal, 
they  have  not  all  the  Fault  5  and  he  that  lhall 
appropriate  Loquacity  to  Women,  may  per- 
haps iometimesneed  to  light  Diogenes' s  Can- 
die  to  feek  a  Man  s   for  'tis  pollible  to  go 
into  mafculine  Company,,  where  'twill  be  as 
hard  to  edge  in  a  Word  as  at  a  female  Gof- 
fiping.    However,   as  to  this  Particular  of 
defaming,  both  the  Sexes  feem  to  be  at  a  Vie, 

and 
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and  I  think  he  were  a  very  critical  Judge 
that  cou'd  determine  between  them. 

But  lead  the  latter  of  thefe  Defamers 
fhou'd  be  apt  t6  abfolve  themfelves,  as  Men 
of  harmlefs  Intentions  ,  I  fhall  deEre  them 
to  confider,  that  they  are  only  more  imper- 
tinent, not  lefs  injurious.  For  tho'  it  be 
granted,  that  the  proud  and  envious  are  to 
make  a  diftinft  Account  for  their  Pride  and 
Envy,  yet  as  far  as  relates  to  their  Neigh- 
bour,  they  are  equally  mifchievous.  Ana~ 
creori)  that  was  choak'd  with  a  Grape  Stone, 
dy'd,  asfurely  as  Julius  Ctefar  with  his  three 
and  twenty  Wounds  -y  and  a  Man's  Reputa- 
tion may  be  as  well  fooPd  and  prattled  away, 
as  malicioufly  betray'd,  perhaps  more  eafi- 
ly  y  for  where  the  Speaker  can  leaft  be  fu- 
4jpe6ted  of  Defign ,  the  Hearer  is  apter  to 
give  him  Credit :  This  way  of  inlinuating 
by  familiar  Difcourfe,  being  like  thofe  Poy- 
fons  that  are  taken  in  at  the  Pores ,  which 
are  the  more  infenfibly  fuck'd  in,  and  the 
moft  impofiible  to  expel.  He  who  inpub- 
lifhing  his  Neighbour's  Faults  a£ts  not  up- 
on the  Di&ates  of  Juftice  or  Charity,  afts 
direftly  in  Contradi£tion  to  them  $  for  where 
they  do  not  upon  fome  particular  refpefts 
command,  they  do  implicitly  and  generally 
forbid  all  fuch  Difcoveries.  If  the  Fault 
divulg'd  be  of  a  light  Nature,  the  Offender 
cannot  merit  fo  much  by  it,  as  to  be  made 
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apublickDifcourfe.  Fame  is  a  tender  thing, 
and  is  feldom  toft  and  bandy'd  without  re- 
ceiving fome  Bruife,  if  not  a  Crack.  Re- 
ports, like  Snow-Balls,  gather  ftill  the  far- 
ther they  roll}  and  when  I  have  once  han- 
ded it  to  another,  what  Aflurance  have  I 
that  he  will  not  improve  it  ?  and  if  he  deli- 
ver it  fo  advanc'd  to  a  third ,  he  may  alfo 
give  his  Contribution  to  it  5  and  fo,  in  a 
fucceffive  tranfmitting,  it  may  grow  to  fuch 
a  monftrous  Bulk,  as  bears  no  Proportion  to 
its  Original.  He  muft  be  a  great  Stranger 
to  the  World,  that  has  not  experimentally 
found  the  Truth  of  this.  How  many  Per- 
fons  have  lain  under  great  and  heavy  Scan- 
dals, which  have  taken  their  firft  Rife  only 
from  Inadvertence  or  Indifcretion  ?  Of  fo 
quick  a  Growth  is  Slander,  that  the  leaft 
Grain,  like  that  of  Muftard-Seed,  immedi- 
ately ihoots  up  into  a  Tree  5  and  when  it  is 
ib,  it  can  no  more  be  reduced  back  into  its 
firft  Caufe  ,  than  a  Tree  can  ihrink  into 
that  little  Seed  from  whence  it  fprang.  No 
Ruines  are  fo  irreparable  as  thofe  of  Repu- 
tation, and  therefore  he  who  puts  out  but 
one  Stone  towards  the  Breach,  may  do  a 
greater  Mifchief  than  perhaps  he  intends, 
and  a  greater  Injuftice  too  5  for  by  how 
much  the  more  ftri&ly  Juftice  obliges  us  to 
Reparation,  in  Cafe  of  Injuries  done,  fo 
much  the  more  feverely  does  it  prohibit  the . 
Vol.  I.  S  doing 
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doing  thofe  Injuries  which  are  uncapable  of 
being  repair'd.  No  confidering  Man  can 
be  ignorant  how  apt  even  little  trivial  Ac- 
cufations  are  to  tear  and  mangle  ones  Fame, 
and  if  yet  the  lavifli  Talker  reftrains  them 
not,  he  certainly  (lands  accountable  to  God, 
his  Neighbour ,  and  his  own  Confcience , 
for  all  the  Danger  they  procure. 

If  the  Report  concerns  fome  higher  and 
enormous  Crime ,  'tis  true  the  Delinquent 
may  deferve  the  lefs  Pity ,  yet  perhaps  the 
Reporter  may  not  deferve  the  lefs  Blame; 
for  often  fucji  a  Difcovery  ferves  but  to  en- 
rage, not  reclaim  the  Offender,  and  preci- 
pitate him  into  farther  Degrees  of  111.  Mo- 
defty,  and  Fear  of  Shame,  is  one  of  thofe 
natural  Reftraints  which  the  Wifdom  of 
God  has  put  upon  Mankind,  and  he  that 
once  ftumbles ,  may  yet ,  by  the  Check  of 
that  Bridle,  recover  again  >  but  when  by  a 
publick  Detection  he  is  fallen  under  that 
Infamy  he  fear'd,  he  will  then  be  apt  to 
difcard  all  Caution  ?  and  think  he  owes 
himfelf  the  utmolt  Pleafures  of  his  Vice,  as 
the  iiicc  of  his  Reputation.  Perhaps  he 
advances  (till  farther ,  and  fets  up  for  a  re- 
verit  fort  of  Fame  by  being  eminently  wic- 
ked, and  he  who  before  was  but  a  eland  t> 
ftine  Difciplc,  becomes  a  Doctor  of  Impie- 
ty. And  fure  it  were  better  to  let  a  cor - 
ceaVd  Crime  remain  in  its  wifh'd  Obfcuri- 


Detra&ion.  387 

ty,  than  by  thus  rouzing  it  from  its  Covert 
bring  it  to  ftand  at  Bay,  and  fet  itfelf  in  this 
open  Defyance,  efpeciallyin  this  degenerate 
Age,  when  Vice  has  fo  many  Well-wifliers, 
that,  like  a  hoping  Party,  they  eagerly  run 
into  any  that  will  head  them. 

The  divulging  of  private  Crimes ,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  be  novel,  andunufual,  does  but 
an  ill  Piece  of  Service  to  the  Publick.  Vice 
is  contagious,  and  cafts  peftilential  Vapours, 
and  as  he  that  fhou'd  bring  out  a  Perfon 
fick  of  the  Plague,  to  inform  the  World  of 
his  Diieafe,  wou'd  be  thought  not  to  have 
much  befriended  his  Neighbourhood  j  fo 
he  that  difplays  thefe  vicious  Ulcers,  while 
he  feeks  to  defame  one,  may  perhaps  infe£fc 
many.  We  too  experimentally  fand  the 
Force  of  bad  Examples.  Men  frequently 
take  up  Sins  to  which  they  have  no  natural 
Propenfion,  merely  by  way  of  Conformity 
and  Imitation  j  but  if  the  Inftance  happens 
in  a  Crime  which  more  fuits  the  Praftice  of 
the  Hearers,  tho'  it  cannot  be  faid  to  feducc, 
yet  it  may  encourage  and  confirm  them,  em- 
bolden them  not  only  the  more  frequently 
to  act,  but  even  to  avow  thofe  Sins  in  which 
they  find  they  ftand  not  fingle  \  and  by  dis- 
covering a  new  Acceflary  to  their  Party,  in- 
vite them  the  more  heartily  and  openly  to 
efpoufe  it.  Thefe  are  fuch  Effeds  as  furely 
do  very  ill  correfpond  with  the- Juftice  and 
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Charity  we  owe  either  to  particular  Perfons, 
or  to  Mankind  in  general.  And  indeed  no 
better  can  be  expelled  ,  from  a  Practice 
which  fo  perfe£tly  contradicts  the  grand 
Rule  both  of  Juftice  and  Charity,  The  doing 
as  we  nvoiCd  be  done  by :  That  this  does  fo  , 
every  Man  has  already  Convi&ion  within 
him ,  if  he  pleafes  but  to  confult  his  own 
Heart.  With  what  Solicitude  do  we  feek 
to  hide  our  own  Guilt  ?  What  falfe  Drefles 
have  we  for  it?  What  Varniflies?  There 
are  not  more  Arts  of  difguifing  our  corporal 
Blemifhes ,  than  our  moral  ,  and  yet  while 
we  thus  paint  our  own  Deformities,  we  can- 
not allow  any  the  leait  Imperfe6tion  of  ano- 
ther's to  remain  undetected,  but  tear  off  the 
Veil  from  their  blufliing  Frailties,  and  not 
only  expofe  but  proclaim  them.  Can  there 
beagroller  or  more  detellable  Partiality  than 
this?  God  may  fure  in  this  Inltance,  as  in 
many  others,  expoftulate  with  us  as  he  did 
with  Ifrael ,  Are  not  your  ways  unequal? 
What  Barbarity,  what  Inhumanity  is  it, 
thus  to  treat  thofe  of  the  fame  common  Na- 
ture  with  our  felves,  whom  we  cannot  but 
know  have  the  fame  Concern  to  preferve  a 
Reputation,  and  the  fame  Regret  to  lofe  it 
which  we  have?  What  a  Shame  is  it,  that 
the  Evangelical  Precept  of  doing  as -we  ivou'd 
be  done  tOj  which  met  with  fo  much  Reve- 
rence from  Heathens,  that  Severus  the  Em- 
peror 
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peror  preferred  it  to  all  the  Maxims  of  Phi- 
lofophers,  fhou'd  be  thus  contemn'd  and 
violated  by  Chriftians,  and  that  too  upon 
fuch  flight  inconfiderable  Motives  as  ufually 
prevail  in  this  Cafe  of  Defamation  ? 

W£  are  not  to  confidcr  this  Fault  in  its 
Root  only,  as  it  is  a  Defc£t  of  Juftice  and 
Charity,  but  in  its  Produft  too,  as  it  is  a 
Seminary  of  more  Injuftice  and  Uncharita- 
blenefs.  The  difadvantageous  Reports  we 
make  of  our  Neighbours  are  almoft  feen  to 
come  round}  for  let  no  Man  perfuade  him- 
felf  that  the  Hearers  will  keep  his  Counfel 
any  better  than  he  does  that  of  the  defam'd 
Perfon:  The  fofteft  Whifper  of  this  kind 
will  find  others  to  echo  it ,  till  it  reach  the 
Ears  of  the  concern'd  Party,  and  perhaps 
too  with  fome  aggravating  Circumstances. 
When  'tis  confider'd  how  unwilling  Men 
are  to  hear  of  their  Faults,  tho'  even  in  the 
mildeft  and  moft  charitable  way  of  Admo- 
nition ,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  a  publick 
Defamation  will  feem  difobliging  enough  to 
provoke  a  Return,  which  again  begets  a 
Rejoinder,  and  fo  the  Quarrel  is  carry 'd  on 
wTith  mutual  Recriminations.  Ail  malicious 
Enquiries  are  made  into  one  another's  Man- 
ners, and  thole  things  which  perhaps  they 
did  in  Clofets,  come  to  be  proclaim'd  upon 
the  Houfe-top.  Thus  the  Wild-fire  runs 
round ,  till  fometimes  nothing  but  Blood 
S  3  will 
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will  quench  it  >  or  if  it  arrives  not  to  that, 
it  ufually  fixes  us  in  an  irreconcileable  Feud. 
To  this  is  often  owing  thofe  Diftances  we 
fee  among  Friends  and  Relations  ,  fuch 
Strangenefs,  fuch  Animofity  among  Neigh- 
bours ,  that  you  cannot  go  to  one  tfut  you 
fhall  be  cntertain'd  with  Inve£tives  again  ft 
the  other  :  Perhaps  too  you  fhall  lofe  both, 
becaufe  you  are  willing  to  fide  with  neither. 
What  Account  can  any  Man  give  to  him- 
felf,  either  in  Chriftianity  or  Prudence,  that 
has  let  in  fuch  a  Train  of  Mifchiefs,  merely 
to  gratify  an  impotent  childifh  Humour  of 
telling  a  Tale?  Peace  was  the  great  Legacy 
Chrilt  left  to  his  Followers,  and  ought  to 
be  guarded,  tho'  we  expofe  for  it  our  grea- 
reft  temporal  Concerns,  but  cannot  without 
defpight  to  him ,  as  well  as-  our  Brethren, 
be  thus  proftituted. 

If  we  confider  Detraction  abftraftedly 
from  thofe  more  folemnMifchiefs  which  at- 
tend it,  the  mere  Levity  and  Unworthinefe 
of  it  fets  it  below  an  ingenuous  Perfon.  We 
generally  think  a  Tatler  and  Bufy-Body  a 
Title  of  no  fmall  Reproach ,  and  to  whom 
docs  it  more  juftly  belong  than  to  thofe, 
who  bufy  themfelves  firft  in  learning,  then 
in  publifhing  the  Faults  of  others  ?  An  Em- 
ployment which  theApoftle  thought  a  Blot, 
even  upon  the  weaker  Sex,  and  the  Preven- 
tion to  be  of  fuch  Importance,  that  he  pre- 
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fcrib'd  them  to  change  their  whole  Condi- 
tion of  Life,  to  convert  Widowhood,  tho'  a 
State  which  in  other  refpe&s  he  much  pre- 
fers, into  Marriage,  rather  than  expofe  them- 
felves  to  this  Temptation.  If  their  Impo- 
tence cannot  afford  Excufe  for  it  ,  what  a 
Debafement  is  it  of  Men's  nobler  Faculties, 
to  be  thus  entertain'd  ?  The  Hiftorian  gives 
it  as  an  ill  Indication  of  Domitiarfs  Temper, 
that  he  employ'd  himfelf  in  catching  and 
tormenting  Flies  5  and  fure  they  fall  not  un- 
der a  much  better  Chara&er,  either  for  Wif- 
dom,  or  Good-nature,  who  thus  fnatch  up 
all  the  little  fluttering  Reports  they  can 
meet  with,  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Neigh- 
bours. 

Befides  this  divulging  the  Faults  of  others^ 
there  is  another  Branch  of  Detra&ion  natu- 
rally fpringing  from  this  Root,  and  that  is 
Cenfuring,  and  fevere  Judging  of  them.  We 
think  we  have  not  well  play'd  the  Hiftori- 
ans  when  we  have  told  a  thing,  unlets  we 
add  alfo  our  Remarks  and  Animadverfions 
upon  it.  Tho',  God  knows,  it  is  bad  enough 
to  make  a  naked  Relation ,  and  truft  it  to 
the  Severity  of  the  Hearers :  Yet  few  can 
content  themfelves  with  that,  but  muft  give 
them  a  Sample  of  Rigour,  and  by  the  Bit- 
ternefs  of  their  own  Cenfure,  invite  them 
to  pafs  the  like  -y  a  Procefs  contrary  to  all 
Rules  of  Law  or  Equity,  for  the  Plaintiff  to> 
S  4  aflurae 
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aflurne  the  part  of  a  Judge.  And  we  may 
eafily  divine  the  Fate  of  that  Man's  Fame 
who  is  fo  unduly  try'd.  Indeed  it  is  fad  to 
fee  hqw  many  private  Tribunals  are  every 
where  fet  up,  where  we  fcan  and  judge  our 
Neighbour's  A£bions,  but  fcarce  ever  acquit 
any  j  we  take  up  with  the  moft  incompe- 
tent Witnefles,  nay,  frequently  fuborn  our 
own  Surmifes  and  Jealoufies,  that  we  may 
be  fure  to  caft  the  unhappy  Criminal.  How 
nicely  and  fcrupuloufly  do  we  examine  eve- 
ry Circumftance,  (wou'd  to  God  we  were 
but  half  fo  exa£l  in  our  own  penitential  In- 
quifitions)  and  torture  it,  to  make  it  confels 
fomething  which  appears  not  in  the  more 
general  View  of  the  Fa6t,  and  which  per- 
haps never  was  in  the  A£tor's  Intentions  ? 
In  a  Word ,  we  do  ,  like  Witches  in  their 
magical  Chymiftry,  extra£t  all  the  Venom 
and  take  none  of  the  Allay.  By  this  means 
we  confound  the  Degrees  of  Sins,  and  fen- 
tence  deliberate  and  indeliberate,  a  Habit  or 
an  Aft ,  all  at  one  rate ,  that  is  commonly , 
at  the  utmoft  it  can  amount  to,  even  in  its 
worft  Acception :  And  furely  this  were  a  moft 
culpable  Corruption  in  Judgment,  cou'dwe 
fhew  our  Commiffion  to  judge  our  Brethren. 
But  we  may  here ,  every  one  of  us ,  ask  our 
felves  in  our  Saviour's  Words,  Who  made  me 
a  Judge  ?  If  he  difclaim'd  it,  who  in  refpeft 
of  his  Divinity  had  the  fupream  Right,  and 
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that  too  in  a  Cafe,  wherein  one  at  lead  of 
the  Litigants  had  deferv'd  his  Interpofition> 
what  a  Boldnefs  is  it  in  us  to  aflume  it,  where 
no  fuch  Appeal  is  made  to  us  -y  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  Party  difowns  our  Authority  ? 
which  is  fuperfeded  by  our  great  Lawgiver 
in  that  exprefs  Prohibition,  Judge  not ,  back'd 
with  a  fevere  Penalty,  that  ye  be  not  judged, 
As  God  has  appropriated  V engeance  to  him- 
felf,  fo  has  he  Judicature  alfo,  and  'tis  an  In- 
vafion  of  his  Peculiar  for  any,  but  his  Dele- 
gates, .the  lawful  Magiftrates,  to  pretend  to* 
either.  Indeed  in  all  private  Judgments,  fo 
much  depends  upon  the  Intenflbn  of  the 
Offenders,  that  unlefs  we  courd  pofleis  our 
felves  of  God's  Omnifcience,  'twill  be  as  ir~ 
rational  as  impious  to  aflume  this  Authori- 
ty :  Till  we  know  Men's  Hearts,  we  are  at 
bed  but  imperfe£t  Judges  of  their  A&ions.. 
At  our  rate  of  judging  St.  Paul  had  furely 
pafl  for  a  moll  malicious  Perfecutor,  where- 
as God  faw  he  did  it  ignorant ly  in  Unbeliefs 
and  had  Mercy  on  him.  The  fame  Apoftla 
gives  this  good  Counfel,  Judge  nothing  before 
the  time  until  the  Lord  come.  For  tho'  'tis: 
faid,  the  Saints  Jhatt  judge  the  Worldy  yet  k 
muft  be  at  the  great  Aflize,  and  he  that  will 
needs  intrude  himfelf  into  the  Office  before 
the  time,  will  be  in  danger  to  be  rather  paf- 
five  than  a£tive  in  the  Judicatory,  By  thefe 
Reflections  we  do  not  intend  to  advance; 
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fiich  a  ftupid  Charity,  as  fhall  make  no  Di- 
ftin£tion  of  Adtionsj  there  is  a  Woe  pro- 
nounced, as  well  to  thofe  who  call  Evil 
Good,,  as  Good  Evil:  When  we  fee  an  open 
notorious  Sin  committed,  we  may  exprefs  a 
Deteftation  of  the  Crime,  tho'  not  of  the 
Actor.    This  may  fometimes  be  a  nece£ 
fary  Charity,  both  to  the  OfFendor,  and  to 
the  innocent  Spectators,  as  an  Amulet  to 
keep  them  from  the  Contagion  of  the  Ex- 
ample.   But  (till,  even  in  thefe  Cafes,  our 
Sentence  mull:  not  exceed  the  Evidence,  we 
muft  jndgg  only  according  to  the  vifible  un- 
doubted Circumftances ,  and  not  aggravate 
the  Crime  upon  Conjectures  and  Prefumpti- 
ens :  If  we  do,  how  right  foever  our  Guef- 
les  may  be,  our  Judgment  is  not,  but  we 
are,   as  St.  James  fpeaks,   Judges  of  evil 
Thoughts.    This  ralh  Judging  is  not  only 
very  unjuft  both  to  God  and  Man,  but  it  is 
an  A6t  of  the  greateft  Pride.  When  we  fet 
our  felves  in  the  Tribunal,  we  always  look 
down  with  Contempt  on  thofe  at  the  Bar> 
and  certainly  there  is  nothing  does  fo  grati- 
tify  a  haughty  Humour,  as  this  Piece  of 
ufurp'd  Sovereignty  over  our  Brethren  ->  but 
the  more  it  does  lb,  the  greater  Neceflity 
there  is  to  abftain  from  it.  Pride  is  a  hardy 
kind  of  Vice,  that  will  live  upon  the  barelt 
Palture  >  how  litttle  Need  is  there  then  of 
pampering  it?  Which  we  cannot  more  ef- 
fectually 
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feclually  do,  than  by  this  cenforious  Hu- 
mour, by  which  we  are  fo  perpetually  em- 
ploy'd  abroad  5  that  we  have  no  leifure  "to 
look  homeward,  and  fee  our  own  Defe&s. . 
We  are,  like  the  Inhabitants  of  Ai^  fo  ea- 
ger upon  our  Purfuit  of  others,  that  we  leave 
our  felves  expos'd  to  theAmbuihes  o£ Satan^ 
who  will  befure  ftill  to  encourage  us  in  our 
Chafe,  draw  us  ftill  farther  and  farther  from 
our  felves,  and  cares  not  how  zealous  we  are 
in  fighting  againft  the  Crimes  of  others,,  fo 
he  can  but  keep  that  Zeal  from  recoiling, 
upon  our  own. 

It  is  plain  to  every  one  at  the  very  firft 
Refleftion,  that  the  Vice  of  Detractipn  muft 
needs  be  quite  oppofite  to  the  Virtue  of  Cha- 
rity, which  thinks  no  Evii^  is  not  apt  to  make 
fevere  Conftruftions,  but  fets  every  thing  in 
the  faireft  Light,  putting  the  molt  candid 
Interpretations  upon  them  that  they  will 
bear,  which  is  of  great  Importance  to  the 
Reputation  of  our  Neighbours.  The  World, 
we  know ,  is  in  many  Inftances  extreamly 
govern'd  by  Opinion  >  but  in  this  'tis  all  in 
all ,  it  has  not  only  an  Influence  upon  it  y 
but  is  that  very  thing  •>  Reputation  being  no- 
thing but  a  fair  Opinion  and  Eftimation  a-  . 
mong  others.  Now  this  Opinion  is  not  al- 
ways fway'd  by  due  Motives  y  fometimes 
little  Accidents,  fometimes  Fancy,,  and  very 
often  PrepofTeffion  governs  it.  Thus  he  who 
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puts  the  firft  ill  Character,  fixes  the  Stamp, 
which  afterwards  goes  current  in  the  World. 
The  Generality  of  People  take  up  Preju- 
dices as  they  do  Religions,  upon  truit$  and 
ot  thole  that  are  more  curious  in  enquiring 
into  the  Grounds,  there  are  not  many  who 
vary  on  the  more  charitable  Hand.  Men 
are  apt  to  think  it  fome  Difparagement  to 
their  Invention,  if  they  cannot  fay  fome- 
thing  as  fharp  upon  the  Subject  as  has  been 
faid  before:  So  'tis  the  Bufinefs  of  many 
to  lay  on  more.  Load ,  but  of  few  to  take 
it  off. 

As  this  is  very  uncharitable,  in  refpect  of 
the  Injury  offer'd,  fo  alio  is  it  in  regard 
of  the  grand  Rule  of  Charity.  Can  we  pre- 
tend to  love  our  Neighbour  as  our  felves , 
and  yet  fhall  our  Love  to  him  have  the  quite 
contrary  Effe&s  to  that  we  bear  our  felves  ? 
True  Charity  is  more  fincere  :  It  does  not 
turn  to  us  the  reverfe  End  of  the  Perfpe- 
£tive,  to  reprefent  our  own  Faults  at  a  Pi- 
ttance, and  in  the  mo  ft  diminutive  Size  , 
while  it  fhuflks  the  other  to  us,  when  we 
are  to  view  his.  To  buy  by  one  Aieafure 
and  fell  by  another,  is  not  more  unequal, 
.  than  it  is  to  have  thefe  differing  Standards 
for  our  own  and  our  Neighbour's  Faults, 
that  our  "own  fliall  weigh  lighter  than  Vani- 
ty^ yea  nothing,  and  yet  his  fhall  prove  Za- 
chary" s  Talent  of  Lead. 

This 
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This  is  fuch  a  Partiality,  as  confifts  not 
with  common  Honefty,  and  can  therefore 
never  be  reconcil'd  with  Chriftian  Charity  $ 
and  how  demurely  foever  fuch  Men  may  pre- 
tend to  San&ity,  that  Interrogation  of  God 
preffes  hard  upon  them,  Shall  I  account  them 
-pure  witk  the  wicked  Balances  ,  and  with  the 
Bag  of  deceitful  Weights?  Such  bitter  Inve- 
ftives  againft  other  Men's  Faults,  and  Indul- 
gence or  Palliation  of  their  own,  fhews  their 
Zeal  lies  in  their  Spleen,  and  that  they  con- 
fider  not  fo  much  what  is  done,  as  who  does 
it  5  and  to  fuch,  the  Sentence  of  St.  Paul  is 
very  applicable,  Therefore  thou  art  inexcufa- 
ble^  oh  Man  !  whofoever  thou  art  that  judgeft^ 
for  wherein  thou  judgeft  another ,  thou  con- 
demneft  thy  felfr  for  thou  that  judgeft  doft  the 
fame  thing.  But  fuppofe  a  Man  has  not  the 
very  fame  Sins  he  cenfures  in  another,  yet 
'tis  fure  every  Man  has  fome ,  and  of  what 
fort  foever  they  be,  he  defires  not  they  fhou'd 
be  rigoroufly  fcan'd,  and  therefore  by  the 
Rule  of  Charity  and  Juftice  too,  ought  not 
to  do  that  which  he  wou'd  not  fuffer.  If  he 
can  find  Extenuations  for  his* own  Crimes > 
he  is,  in  all  Reafon,  to  prefume  others  may 
have  fome  for  theirs :  The  common  Frailty  of 
our  Nature,  as  it  is  apt  alike  to  betray  us  to 
Faults,  fo  it  gives  as  equal  Share  in  theEx- 
cufe^  and  therefore  what  I  wou'd  have  pafs 
for  the  Effect  of  Impotence  or  Inadvertence 
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in  my  felf,  I  can ,  with  no  tolerable  Inge- 
nuity, give  a  worfe  Name  to  in  him. 

It  has  been  receiv'd  among  the  Maxims 
of  Civil  Life,  not  unneceflarily  to  exafpe- 
rate  any  body  ->  to  which  agrees  the  Advice 
of  an  ancient  Philofopher,  Speak  not  evil  of 
thy  Neighbour  \  if  thou  dojl^  thou  fhalt  hear 
that  which  will  not  fail  to  trouble  thee.  There 
is  no  Perfon  fo  inconfiderable ,  but  may  at 
fome  time  or  other  do  a  Difpleafure.  In  De- 
famation there  needs  no  Preparation :  Every 
Man  has  his  Weapon  ready  for  a  return,  and 
none  can  fhoot  thefe  Arrows,  but  theymuft 
expe£t  they  will  revert  with  an  unbounded 
Force,  not  only  to  the  Violation  of  Chri- 
ftian  Unity,  but  to  the  Aggreflbr's  great  fe- 
cular  Detriment,  both. in  Fame,  and  fre- 
quently in  Intereft.  Revenge  is  {harp  fight- 
ed,  and  overlooks  no  Opportunity  of  a  Re- 
taliation. Who  then  can  fufficiently  won- 
der ,  that  a  Practice  which  fo  thwarts  our 
Intereft  of  both  Worlds,  {hou'd  come  uni- 
verfally  to  prevail  among  us  ?  Yet  that  it 
does  fo,  I  appeal  to  the  Confciences  of  moft, 
and  to  the  Obfervation  of  all.  What  fo 
common  Topick  of  Difcourfe  is  there,  as 
this  of  Backbiting  our  Neighbours  ?  Come 
into  Company  of  all  Ages ,  all  Ranks ,  all 
Profeflions,  this  is  the  conftant  Entertain- 
ment :  And  I  doubt,  he  that  at  Night lhall 
duly  recollect  the  Occurrences  of  the  Day , 

{hall 
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fliall  very  rarely  be  able  to  fay,  he  has  fpent 
it  without  hearing,  orfpealdng,  perhaps 
both,  fomething  of  this  kind.  Thofe  who 
reftrain  themfelves  other  Liberties,  often 
indulge  themfelves  in  this.  What,  befides 
an  unhappy  Servility  to  Cuftom,  can  poffi- 
bly  reconcile  Men,  who  own  Chriftianity, 
to  a  Pra£tice  fo  widely  diftant  from  it?  'Tis 
true,  thofe  that  profefs  themfelves  Men  of 
this  World,  who  defign  only  their  Portion 
in  this  Life,  may  take  it  up  as  fometimes 
conducing,  at  lealt  feemingly,  to  their  End  : 
But*for  thofe  who  propofe  higher  Hopes  to 
themfelves,  and  know  that  Charity  is  one 
of  the  main  Props  to  thofe  Hopes,  how 
foolilhly  do  they  undermine  themfelves. 
when  they  thus  aft  againfl:  their  Principles, 
and  that  upon  no  other  Authority  than  that 
of  popular  Ufoge?  I  know  Men  are  apt  to 
excufe  themfelves  upon  their  Indignation  a- 
gainft  Vice,  and  think  that  their  Zeal  muffc 
as  well  acquit  them  for  the  Violation  of  the 
fecond  Table ,  as  "it  once  did  Mofes  for  the 
breaking  both.  But  to  fuch  I  may  anfwer  in 
Chrill's  Words,  Te  know  not  what  manner  of 
Sprit  ye  are  of.  After  all  this  Pretext  of 
Zeal,  I  fear  it  is  but  a  Cheat  we  put  on  our 
felves.  Let  Men  truly  fearch  their  own 
Breads,  and  I  doubt  the  beft  w ill  find  there 
is  fomething  of  Vanity  which  lies  at  the 
bottom,  and  that  Detra&ion,  which  is  real-  * 
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ly  but  the  Defect  of  Wit,  is  many  times 
made  ufe  of  to  fhew  it.    He  whofe  Wit  is 
fo  precarious,  that  it  muft  depend  only  on 
the  Folly  or  Vice  of  another,  had  beft  give 
over  all  Pretence  to  it.  He  who  has  nothing 
of  his  own  Growth  to  fet  before  his  Guefts, 
had  better  make  no  Invitations,  than  break 
down  his  Neighbour's  Inclofure,  and  feaft 
them  upon  his  Plunder.  Befides,  what  Tro- 
phies can  a  Woman  pretend  to  by  Scolding  ? 
But  they  who  can  value  a  Man  upon  fuch 
an  account,  may  prefer  the  Scarabees^  who 
feed  upon  Dung,   and  are  remark'd  by  no 
other  Property  ,  before  the  Bee  that  lucks 
Flowers  and  returns  Honey.    What  am  I 
the  worfe,  if  a  vain  talkative  Perfon  thinks 
mereferv'd$  o*ifhe>  whofe  wanton  Levity 
is  his  Difeale,  calls  me  dull,  becaufe  I  va- 
pour not  out  all  my  Spirits  in  Froth  ?  So- 
crates^  when  inform'd  of  fome  derogating 
Speeches  one  had  us'd  of  him  behind  his 
back,  made  only  this  facetious  Reply,  Let 
him  beat  me  too  when  I  am  abfent.   He  who 
gets  not  fuch  an  Indifference  to  all  the  idle 
Cenfures  of  Men,  will  be  difturb'd  in  all  his 
Tranfa£tions ;  it  being  fcarce  poffible  to  do 
any  thing  but  there  will  be  Defcants  made 
on  it :  And  if  a  Man  will  regard  thofe  Winds, 
he  muft,  as  Solomon  fays,  never fow,  he 
muft  fufpend  even  the  neceilary  Actions  of 
#  common  Life,  if  he  will  not  venture  them 

z  to 


Detraction.         40 1 

to  the  being  mis-judged  by  others.  He  that 
upon  luch  a  defpicable  Motive  will  violate 
his  Duty  in  one  particular  ,  lets  the  Devil 
gain  a  main  Point  of  him,  and  can  with  no 
good  Logick  deny  to  do  it  in  others.  To 
fpeak  the  truth ,  there  is  not  a  more  fertile 
Womb  of  Sin  than  the  dread  of  ill  Men's 
Reproach.  Other  Corruptions  muft  be  gra- 
tify'd  with  Coft  and  Induftry,  but  the  De- 
vil in  this  has  no  farther  trouble,  than  to 
laugh  Men  out  of  their  Souls.  So  prolifick 
a  Vice  therefore  had  need  be  weeded  out 
of  Men's  Hearts ,  for  if  it  be  allow'd  the 
leaft  Corner,  if  it  be  indulg'd  in  this  one  In- 
fiance,  'twill  quickly  fpread  it  felf  farther. 
And  after  all,  this  fear  of  Reproach  is  a 
meer  Fallacy,  ftarted  to  difguile  a  more  real 
Caufe  of  Fear ,  for  the  greater  Danger  of 
Reproach  does  indeed  lie  on  that  other  fide. 
Common  Eftimation  puts  an  ill  Character 
upon  pragmatical  medling  People  5  for  tho* 
the  Inquiiitivenefs  and  Curiofity  of  the  Hear- 
er, may  fometimes  render  fuch  Difcourfe 
grateful  enough  to  him,  yet  it  leaves  in  him 
no  good  Impreflion  of  the  Speaker.  Whe- 
ther it  be  Friend  or  Foe ,  talk  not  of  other 
Men's  Lives ,  fays  the  Son  of  Sirach ,  and 
if  thou  canfi  without  Offence ,  reveal  them 
not  y  for  he  heard  and  obferv'd  thee0  and  when 
time  cometh  he  will  hate  thee.  In  a  Word,  all 
confidering  Perfons  will  be  ever  upon  the 
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Guard  in  fuch  Company,  as  forefeeing  they 
will  talk  no  lefs  freely  of  them  than  they 
do  of  others  before  them.  Nor  can  the 
Commonnefs  of  the  Guilt  obviate  the  Cen- 
fure,  there  being  nothing  more  frequent 
than  for  Men  to  accufe  their  own  Faults  in 
other  Perfons.  Vice  is  like  a  dark  Lanthorn 
which  turns  its  bright  fide  only  to  him  that 
bears  it,  but  looks  black  and  difmal  in  ano- 
ther's Hand.  In  this  Particular,  none  has 
fo  much  Reafon  to  fear  a  Defamer,  as  thofe 
who  are  themfelves  fuch  5  for  befides  the 
common  prudential  Motive,  their  own  Con- 
fcioufnefs  gives  them  an  inward  Allarm5  and 
makes  them  look  for  a  Retribution  in  the 
fame  kind.  Thus,  upon  the  whole  Matter, 
We  fee  there  is  no  real  Temptation,  even  ta 
our  Vanity,  to  comply  with  this  unchari- 
table Cuftom>  we  being  fure  to  lofe  more 
Repute  by  it,  than  we  can  propofe  to  our 
felves  to  gain.  The  being  efteem'd  an  ill 
Man,  will  not  be  balanc'd  by  being  thought 
pleafant  ingenious  Company,  were  one  fure 
of  being  fo.  But  'tis  odds  that  will  not  be 
acquir'd  by  it  neither,  for  the  moft  affiduous 
Tale-bearers,  and  bittereft  Revilers,  are  ge- 
nerally half-witted  People  :  There  being  no-, 
thing  more  frequently  obfervable,  than  fuch 
Mens  Aptnefs  to  Jjpeak  Evil  of  Things  they 
understand  not. 
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Defamation  is  moft  fcandalous,  when  it 
proceeds  from  Men  otherwife  virtuous.  Let 
not  thofe  that  have  repudiated  the  more  in- 
viting Sins,  lhew  themfelves  philter'd  and 
bewitch'd  by  this  \  but,  inltead  of  fubmit-  # 
ting  to  the  ill  Example  of  others,  fet  a  good 
one  to  them,  and  endeavour  to  bring  this 
unchriftian  Cuftom  out  of  Fafhion  :  If  they 
do  not,  I  am  fure  they  will  be  more  deeply 
chargeable  than  others  -y  for  the  more  Com- 
mand they  have  over  their  other  Corruptions^, 
the  more  do  they  witnefs  againft  themfelves. 
Their  Remifnefs  and  willing  Subje&ion  to 
this,  befides  their  Example  when  ill,  is  more 
enfnaring  than  other  Mens,  and  is  apt  to  in- 
finuate  eafy  Thoughts  of  the  Sin.  Men  think 
themfelves  fafe  while  they  follow  one  of  no- 
ted Piety,  and  the  Authority  of  his  Perfoa 
often  leads  them  blindfold  into  his  Failings. 
I  queftion  not  in  this  Particular  many  are 
encourag'd  by  the  Liberty  they  fee  even 
good  Men  take.    Such  therefore  have  a 
more  accumulative  Guilt,  for  they  do  not 
only  commit,  but  patronize  the  Fault. 

In  curing  our  felves  of  this  fpiritual  Dif- 
eafe,  we  muft  follow  the  Rule  of  Phyfick 
to  examine  the  Caufes,  that  the  Remedies 
may  be  adapted  to  them.  Let  every  Man 
ftudy  his  own  Conftitution  of  Mind,  and 
obferve  what  are  his  particular  Temptations 
to  this  Sin  of  Detra&ion  j  Whether  any  of 
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thofe  I  have  before  mentioned,  as  Pride, 
Envy,  Levity,  &c.  or  any  other  which  lies 
deeper,  and  is  only  difcernable  to  his 
own  Infpe&ion  :  Let  him  make  this  Scru- 
,  tiny,  and  then  accordingly  apply  himfelf  to 
correft  the  Sin  in  its  firft  Principle.  For 
as  when  there  is  an  Eruption  of  Humour  in 
any  Part,  'tis  not  cur'd  merely  by  outward 
Application,  but  by  fuch  alterative  Medi- 
cines as  purify  the  Blood  :  So  this  Leprofy 
of  the  Tongue  will  ftill  fpread  farther,  if  it 
be  not  check'd  in  its  Spring  and  Source, 
by  the  mortifying  of  thofe  corrupt  Inclina- 
tions which  feed  and  heighten  it. 

As  the  Rabbies  were  wont  to  fay,  that  in 
every  fignal  Judgment  which  befel  the  Jews, 
there  was  fome  Grain  of  the  golden  Calf, 
fo  I  think  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  in  all 
Detraftion,  there  is  fome  Mixture  of  Pride. 
But  how  can  we  infult  over  others,  when 
we  are  not  only  under  a  Poffibility,  but  are 
aftually  involv'd  in  the  fame  Guilt  ?  And 
then,  what  are  all  our  Accufations  and  bit- 
ter Cenfures  of  others,  but  Indi£tments  and 
condemnatory  Sentences  againft  our  felves  ? 
Tho'  our  officious  Vehemence  againft  ano- 
ther's Crime,  may  blind  the  Eyes  of  Men,  yet 
God  is  not  fo  mock'd.  As  therefore  when 
a  Thief  or  Murderer  is  detected,  it  gives  an 
Alarm  to  the  whole  Confederacy  j  fo  when 
we  find  our  own  Guilts  purfu'd  in  other 
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Mens  Perfons,  'tis  not  a  Time  for  us  to  join 
in  the  Profecution,  but  rather,  by  humble 
and  penitent  Reflexions  on  our  felves,  to 
provide  for  our  own  Safety.  When  there- 
fore we  find  our  felves,  upon  any  Mifde- 
meanour  of  our  Brother,  ready  to  mount  the 
Tribunal,  and  pronounce  our  Sentences,  let 
us  firft  confider,  how  competent  we  are  for 
the  Office,  calling  to  mind  the  Decifion 
Chrift  once  made  in  the  like  Cafe,  He  that 
is  without  Siti)  let  him  firft  caft  a  Stone. 
Wou'd  we  but  look  into  our  own  Hearts, 
we  fhou'd  find  fo  much  Work  for  our  In- 
quifition  and  Cenfure,  that  we  fhou'd  not 
be  at  leifure  to  ramble  abroad  for  it.  And 
therefore  zsLycurgus  once  faid  to  one,  who 
importun'd  him  to  eltablifh  a  popular  Pari- 
ty in  the  State,  Do  thou>  fays  he,  begin  it 
firH  in  thy  own  Family  :  So  fhall  I  advife 
thofe  that  will  be  judging,  to  pra&ife  firft  at 
home. 

In  confidering  the  pernicious  Effects  of 
all  moral  Vices  to  Mankind,  we  ought  to 
have  an  efpecial  Regard  to  that  Sex  who 
want  moil  Afliftance  in  arming  themfelves 
againft  them.  We  have  hinted  in  the  fore- 
going Pages  of  this  Article,  feveral  Inftan- 
ces  of  the  Wickednefs  and  Dinngenuity  of 
Slander,  with  Refpett  to  both  Sexes  :  Let 
us  now  apply  our  Thoughts  particularly  to 
the  weaker,  which  the  Vanity  or  Partiality 
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of  Men  charge  as  moft  guilty  of  this  Sin 
and  Folly.  Curiofity,  indeed,  generally  fills 
the  Minds  of  Women ,  and  affords  them  a 
large,  but  empty,  Field  of  Difcourfe.  In- 
quifitivenefs  after  other  Peoples  Concerns 
will  feldom  or  never  agree  with  Silence  : 
Thofe  who  are  commonly  delirous  of  learn- 
ing a  great  deal  of  fuch  News,  are  never 
refolv'd  to  conceal  it.  Obloquy  infallibly 
makes  the  Sale  of  what  Imprudence  heaps 
together.  Whatever  this  be  5  or  let  it  go 
which  way  foever  it  will,  there  muft  needs 
be  fome  vent  for  it.  The  Minds  of  curious 
Perfons  are  like  thofe  VefTels,  which  are 
empty'd  at  the  fame  time  one  thinks  to  fill 
them  :  A  great  Number  of  Women  are 
meer  Sieves,  of  whom  let  the  reft  be  taught 
to  take  heed.  That  which  comes  in  by  the 
Ears,  goes  out  again  with  them  almoft  as 
foon  by  the  Mouth  $  becaufe  Indifcretion , 
the  Miftrefs  both  of  thofe  who  fpeak  and  of 
thofe  who  hear  lightly,  does  not  ftop  the 
PafTage  to  Lies,  either  at  the  going  out  or 
coming  in. 

This  Levity  creates  a  bad  Opinion  of 
their  Temper ,  and  gives  no  very  good  one 
of  their  Conicience.  People  ordinarily  judge 
of  them,  that  they  do  not  fo  wholly  fpend 
their  Time  in  hearing  what  is  vain  and  fu- 
perfluous,  as  not  to  catch  at  what  is  Evil  : 
The  Eafinefs  which  they  fhew  to  believe  a 
3  Fault 
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Fault  in  another ,   is  lookt  on  as  a  pretty 
fure  Indication  that  they  are  themfelves  guil- 
ty of  the  like:  For  there  arefomewho  hear 
with  Delight  all  kinds  of  Slanders  and  Scan- 
dals^  who  can  fcarce  fuffer  one  to  fpeak  ad- 
vantageoufly  of  any  j  who  think  by  blaming 
all  the  World  to  make  an  Apology  for  their 
own  Crimes,  and  to  give  Authority  to  their 
Guilt  by  the  Number  of  Criminals.  When 
they  hear  theVirtues  of  any  commended,  they 
have  prefently  the  fame  Paffions  as  the  Ugly 
have  when  the  Fair  are  courted  in  their 
Prefence.    Young  Ladies  fhou'd  be  made 
fenfible  of  the  fenfleflhefs  as  well  as  the  o- 
dioufnefs  of  this  Humour.    Tell  them  the 
Virtuous  will  excufe  Faults  inftead  of  pub- 
lilhing  them  5  that  'tis,  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Vicious  who  are  always  pitilefs :  Thefe 
think  by  their  feign'd  Deteftation  to  impofe 
upon  the  World ,  and  wou'd  hereby  give  a 
Proof  how  free  they  are  from  any  Know- 
ledge of  the  like  Crime  in  themfelves  which 
theyaccufe  in  others.    But  their  Deeds  give 
the  Lye  to  their  Words,   and  this  Artifice 
ilicceeds  fo  very  ill,  that  they  are  often  dis- 
credited by  it  inftead  of  being  vindicated. 
Tell  them,  you  that  are  their  Teachers,  that 
the  Virtuous  of  their  Sex  are  for  driving 
Vice  out  of  the  Wdfrld  by  their  Charity  \ 
but  that  the  Libertines  banifh  Virtue  by 
their  Cenforioufiiefs.     Hence  it  is  that  a 
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chafte  Lady  is  eafily  difcover'd  from  her  that 
wou'd  be  thought  fo  ,  but  is  not  \  for  the 
latter  examines  every  thing  even  to  the  mi- 
nuteft  Circumftances  >  ^ier  own  Wickednels 
ferves  her  for  a  Pattern  to  judge  wickedly 
by,  her  Experience  and  her  own  Intrigues 
teach  her  "to  give  bad  Interpretations  to  the 
beft  Matters.  Thus  Procris^  when  fhe  had 
betray'd  her  Husband,  was  continually  fpy- 
ing  out  his  A&ions ,  being  hardly  able  to 
believe  him  innocent ,  wherein  fhe  herfelf 
was  guilty.  The  Vicious  are  always  in  an 
Alarm ;  they  feem  afraid,  as  if  all  Women 
ihou'd  abufe  their  Liberty,  and  they  can't 
imagine  that  a  Walk  or  Converfation  ihou'd 
be  innocent  3  they  cannot  apprehend  why 
thefe  Ladies  fhou'd  not  do  the  fame  that  o- 
thers  have  done.  If  they  fail,  they  fuppole 
it  to  be  for  lack  only  of  Opportunity,  not 
of  Inclination. 

But  there  are  fome  Women  not  fo  open, 
who  are  perfed  Miltrefles  of  the  Art  of  Slan- 
der, and  ufe  not  a  little  Skill  in  their  calum- 
niating the  Virtuous  $  thefe  will  not  wound 
you  but  with  gilded  Weapons ;  they  dif- 
guife  their  Blame  or  Cenfure  under  the  Ap- 
pearance of  faint  Caufes,  and  if  they  men- 
tion any  Harm  of  another,  they  will  feem 
to  do  it  always  with  a  great  deal  of  Unwil- 
lingnefs  and  Relu&ance.  Care  ihou'd  be 
taken  to  break  Children  of  the  very  leaft 

Tenden- 


Detra&ion.  409 

Tendencies  to  fo  diflionourable,  fo  bafe,  fo 
degenerous  a  Cuftom :  Make  them  fee  that 
they  never  can  be  perfeft  at  it,  unlefs  they 
be  firfl  Cowards,  Malicious ,  and  Hypo- 
crites: Shew  them  that  nothing  is  more 
commendable  than  to  prevent  Error  and  Va- 
nity in  their  Judgment  concerning  others, 
and  that  nothing  will  contribute  more  to  the 
fettling  of  their  own  Reputation  than  Can- 
dour and  Ingenuity,  in  cehfuring  thofe  of 
whom  they  may  have  Occafion  to  difcourfe  : 
Reprefent  to  them  ,  that  thofe  who  have 
committed  but  one  Sin,  ought  not  therefore 
to  be  called  vicious,  that  thofe  who  have 
committed  many  may  perhaps  continue  in 
them  no  longer  the  former  are  corrected  , 
the  latter  are  chang'd:  Tell  them  farther, 
they  can  hardly  ever  have  any  AfTurancer 
when  they  fpeak  of  any  one's  Wickednefs, 
that  they  are  out  of  Danger  of  telling  a  Lye  > 
for  that  there  is  requir'd  but  a  Moment,  or 
even  a  Thought,  to  make  of  a  Sinner  a  Pe- 
nitent. 

Scandal  is  fo  ill-natur'd  a  Vice ,  that  'tis 
a  Blemifh  to  the  foftnefs  of  the  Sex,  whole 
diftinguifhing  Character  it  is  or  ought  to  be, 
to  be  mild,  gentle,  and  innocent.  As  to 
the  other  part  of  Mankind,  Scandal  is  fo 
bafe  a  Vice,  'tis  below  the  Dignity  of  his 
Nature,  and  finks  him  almoft  to  the  De- 
pravity of  the  Damn'd.    One  cannot  give 
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too  many  Leflbns  againft:  a  Crime  which  is 
fo  prevalent.  What  follows  will  in  a  great 
Meafure  prevent  the  Progrefs  of  it,  if  it 
be  well  ftudy'd  and  pra&is'd. 

Nevet  fay  Evil  of  any  Man^  but  what  you 
certainly  know.  Whenever  you  pofitively  ac- 
cufe  and  indi£t  any  Man  of  any  Crime,  tho' 
it  be  in  private,  and  among  Friends,  fpeak 
as  if  you  were  upon  your  Oath,  becaufe 
God  fees  and  hears  you :  This  not  only  Cha- 
rity, but  Juftice  and  Regard  to  Truth  de- 
mand of  us.  He  that  credits  an  ill  Report, 
is  almott  as  faulty  as  the  firft  Inventor  of  it  ; 
For  tho'  you  do  not  make,  yet  you  com- 
monly propagate  a  Lye.  Therefore  never 
fpeak  Evil  of  any  upon  common  Fame , 
which  for  the  moll  part  is  falfe,  but  almoft 
always  uncertain  whether  it  be  true  or  not. 

Not  but  that  it  is  a  Fault  in  moft  Cafes 
to  report  the  Evil  of  Men  which  is  true , 
and  which  we  certainly  know  to  be  fo.  But 
if  we  cannot  prevail  to  make  Men  wholly 
abftain  from  this  Fault ,  we  wou'd  be  glad 
to  compound  with  fome  Perfons,  and  to 
gain  this  Point  of  them  however ,  becaufe 
it  wou'd  retrench  nine  Parts  in  ten  of  the 
Evil-fpeaking  that  is  in  the  World. 

Before  you  fpeak  Evil  of  any  Man,  confi- 
der  if  he  has  not  oblig'd  you  by  fome  real 
JCindnefs  ,  and  then  'tis  a  bad  Return  to 
fpeak  ill  of  him  who  has  done  us  good. 
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Confider  alio  whether  you  may  not  come 
hereafter  to  be  acquainted  with  him  ,  rela- 
ted to  him,  or  oblig'd  by  him,  whom  you 
have  thus  injur'd.  And  how  will  you  then 
be  afham'd  when  you  reflect  upon  it,  and 
perhaps  have  Reafon  alfo  to  believe,  that  he 
to  whom  you  have  done  this  Injury  is  not 
ignorant  of  it? 

It  is  farther  to  be  confider'd,  whether  in 
the  change  of  human  things  you  may  not 
fome  time  or  other  come  to  ftand  in  need  of 
his  Favour,  and  how  incapable  this  Carriage 
of  yours  towards  him  will  render  you  of  it : 
Whether  it  may  not  be  in  his  Power  to  re* 
venge  a  fpiteful  and  needlefs  Word  by  a 
{lirewd  Turn.  *  If  a  Man  makes  no  Confci- 
ence  of  hurting  others,  yet  he  fhou'd  in  Pru- 
dence have  fome  Confideration  of  himfelf. 

We  fliould  accuftom  our  felves  to  pity 
the  Faults  of  Men,  and  to  be  truly  forry  for 
them  \  we  then  fliould  take  no  Pleafure  in 
publifhing  them  \  and  this  common  Huma- 
nity requires  of  us,  confidering  the  great  In- 
firmities of  human  Nature,  and  that  we  our 
felves  alfo  are  liable  to  be  tempted :  Confi- 
dering  likewife  how  fevere  a  Punifliment  e- 
very  Fault  and  Mifcarriage  is  to  itfelf ,  and 
how  terribly  it  expofes  a  Man  to  the  Wrath 
of  God,  both  in  this  World  and  the  other. 
He  is  not  a  good  Chriftian  that  is  not  hear- 
tily forry  for  the  Faults  even  of  his  greateft 
T  2  Enemies^ 


41  i  Detra&ion. 

Enemies  j  and  if  he  be  fo,  he  will  difcover 
them  no  farther  than  is  neceflary  to  fomc 
good  End. 

Whenever  we  hear  any  Man  evil  fpoken 
of,  if  we  know  any  Good  of  him,  let  us  fay 
that.  It  is  always  the  more  human ,  and 
the  more  honourable  part,  to  ftand  up  in 
the  Defence  and  Vindication  of  others,  than 
to  accufe  and  befpatter  them.  Poflibly  the 
Good  you  may  have  heard  of  them  may  not 
be  true,  but  it  is  much  more  probable  that 
the  Evil  you  heard  of  them  is  not  true  nei- 
ther. However,  it  is  better  to  preferve  the 
Credit  of  a  bad  Man,  than  to  ftain  the  Re- 
putation of  the  Innocent.  And  if  there 
were  any  Need  that  a  Man  ihou'd  be  evil- 
fpoken  of,  it  is  but  fair  and  equal  that  his 
good  and  bad  Qualities  fhou'd  be  mention'd 
together  ;  otherwife  he  may  be  itrangely 
mifreprefented,  and  an  indifferent  Man  may 
be  made  a  Monfter. 

They  that  will  obferve  nothing  in  a  wife 
Man  but  his  Overfights  and  Follies,  nothing 
in  a  good  Man  but  his  Failings  and  Infirmi- 
ties, may  make  a  fhift  to  render  a  very  wife 
and  good  Man  very  defpicable.  If  one 
fhou'd  heap  together  all  the  paffionate 
Speeches,  all  the  froward  and  imprudent 
A&ions,  of  the  bell  Man ,  all  that  he  had 
(aid  or  done  amifs  in  his  whole  Life ,  and 
prelent  it  all  at  one  View ,  concealing  his 
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Wifdom  and  Virtues  >  the  Man  in  this  Dif- 
guife  wou'd  look  like  a  Madman  or  a  Fury  y 
and  yet  if  his  Life  were  fairly  reprefented , 
and  juft  in  the  fame  manner  it  was  led,  and 
his  many  and  great  Virtues  fet  over  again  fir 
his  Infirmities  and  Failings,  he  wou'd  appear 
to  all  the  World  an  admirable  and  excellent 
Perfon.  But  how  many  and  great  foever 
any  Man's  ill  Qualities  are,  'tis  but  juft  that 
with  all  this  heavy  Load  of  Faults  he  fhou'd 
have  the  due  Praife  of  the  few  real  Virtues 
that  are  in  him. 

,  That  you  may  not  fpeak  ill  of  any,  do 
not  delight  to  hear  ill  of  them.  Give  no 
Countenance  to  Bufy- Bodies,  and  thofe  that 
love  to  talk  of  other  Men's  Faults  >  or  if 
you  cannot  decently  reprove  them  becaufe 
of  their  Quality,  then  divert  the  Difcourfe 
fome  other  way  >  or  if  you  cannot  do  that, 
by  feeming  not  to  mind  it,  you  may  fuffici- 
ently  fignifie  that  you  do  not  like  it. 

Let  every  Man  mind  himfelf  and  his  own 
Duty  and  Concernment.  Do  but  endeavour 
in  good  earned  to  mend  your  felf ,  and  it 
will  be  work  enough  for  one  Man,  and 
leave  thee  but  little  time  to  talk  of  others. 
When  Plato  withdrew  from  the  Court  of 
Dionyfius,  who  wou'd  fain  have  had  a  fa- 
mous Philofopher  for  his  Flatterer,  they  par- 
ted in  fome  Unkindnefs,  and  Dlonyfius  bad 
him  not  to  fpeak  ill  of  him  when  he  was 
T  3  returned 
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returned  into  Greece :  Plato  told  him.  He 
had  no  leifure  for  it  ,  meaning  that  he  had 
better  things  to  mind ,  than  to  take  up  his 
Thoughts  with  the  Faults  of  fo  bad  a  Man, 
fb  notorioufly  known  to  all  the  World. 

Let  us  fet  a  Watch  before  the  Door  of 
our  Lips,  and  not  fpeak  but  upon  Confide- 
ration :  I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  finely  but  fit- 
ly. Efpecially,  when  you  fpeak  of  others* 
confider  of  whom  and  what  you  are  to  fpeak. 
Ufe  great  Caution  and  Circumfpe&ion  in 
the  Matter  j  look  well  about  you  on  every 
fide  of  the  thing ,  and  on  every  Perfon  in 
the  Company,  before  your  Words  flip  from 
you,  which  when  they  are  once  out  of  your 
Lips,  are  for  ever  out  of  your  Power. 

Not  that  Men  fhou'd  be  fullen  in  Com- 
pany ,  and  fay  nothing ;  or  fo  ftill  in  Con^ 
verfation,  as  to  drop  nothing  but  Aphorifms 
and  Oracles  5  efpecially  among  Equals  and 
Friends.  We  fhou'd  not  be  fo  referv'd,  as 
if  we  wou'd  have  it  taken  for  a  mighty  Fa- 
vour that  we  vouchfafe  to  fay  any  thing.  If  a 
Man  had  the  Underftanding  of  an  Angel  , 
he  mufl  be  contented  to  abate  fomething  of 
this  Excels  of  Wifdom ,  for  fear  of  being 
thought  cunning.  The  true  Art  of  Conver- 
fation,  if  any  Body  can  hit  upon  it,  feems 
to  be  this,  an  appearing  Freedom  and  Open- 
nefs,  with  a  refolute  Refervednefs,  as  little 
appearing  as  poffible,    Our  chief  Concern 
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thou'd  be  to  weigh  well  what  we  fay  of  o- 
thers.  To  this  End  we  fhotfd  endeavour 
to  get  our  Minds  furnifh'd  with  Matter  of 
Difcourfe  concerning  Things  ufeful  in  them-* 
felves,  and  not  hurtful  to  others.  If  we  have 
but  a  Mind  wife  enough  and  good  enough, 
we  may  eafily  find  a  Field  large  enough 
for  innocent  Converfation,  fuch  as  will 
harm  no  Body  ,  and  yet  be-  acceptable  e- 
nough  to  the  better  and  wifer  Part  of  Man- 
kind :  AncT  why  fhou'd  any  one  be  at  the 
Coft  of  playing  the  Fool  to  gratify  any 
Body  whatfoever  ? 

A  main  Prefervation  againft  this  Sin  wou'd 
be  the  frequent  Contemplation  of  the  lafi 
and  great  Judgment.  Why  doSI  thou  judge 
thy  Brother^  fays  St.  Paul^  or,  why  dofi  thou 
fet  at  nought  thy  Brother  ?  We  Jbatt  all  ft  and 
before  the  Judgment  Seat  of  Christ.  That  is, 
at  the  great  Day  of  Revelation  and  Retribu- 
tion >  and  we  are  not  to  anticipate  it  by  our 
private  Judgment  or  Sentences  $  we  have 
Bufinefs  enough  to  provide  our  own  Ac- 
count againft  that  Day  :  And,  as  it  were 
a  fpiteful  Folly  for  Malefa&ors  that  were  go- 
ing together  to  the  Bar,  tofpend  their  Time 
in  exaggerating  each  other's  Crimes  >  fa 
furely  it  is  for  us  who  are  all  going  towards 
that  dreadful  Tribunal,  to  be  drawing  up 
Charges  againft  one  another.  Who  knows 
but  we  may  then  meet  with  the  Fate  of 
T  4  Daniel's. 
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Darnel's  Accufers,  fee  him,  we  cenfur'd,  ac- 
quitted, and  our  felves  condemn'd.  The 
Penitence  of  the  Criminal  may  have  num- 
ber'd  him  among  the  Saints,  when  our  un- 
retra&ed  Uncharitablenefs  may  fend  us  to 
unquenchable  Flames.  There  is  one  Law- 
giver',  fays  the  Apoftle ,  who  is  able  to  fave 
and  to  deflroy  \  Who  art  thou  that  judge  Si 
another  ?  I  have  mentioned  another  Remedy 
againft  this  Evil,  to  try  to  make  aRevulfion 
of  the  Humour,  and  draw  it  into  another 
Channel.  If  we  muft  needs  be  talking  of 
other  People's  Faults,  let  it  not  be  to  de- 
fame, but  to  amend  them,  by  converting 
our  Detra£Hon  and  Backbiting,  into  Admo- 
nition and  fraternal  Correption.  This  is  a 
way  to  extract  Medicine  out  of  the  Viper, 
to  confecrate  even  this  fo  unhallow'd  a  Part 
of  our  Temper,  and  to  turn  the  ungrate- 
ful Medling  of  a  Bufy-body,  into  the  moffc 
obliging  Office  of  a  Friend.  ■  And  indeed, 
had  we  that  Zeal  for  Virtue,  which  we  pre- 
tend when  we  inveigh  againft  Vice,  we 
fhou'd  furely  lay  it  out  this  way  for  this 
only  gives  a  Poflibility  of  reforming  the  Of- 
fender. But  alas,  we  order  the  matter  fo,, 
as  if  we  fear'd  to  lofe  the  Occafion  of  Cla- 
mour, and  will  tell  all  the  World  but  him 
whom  it  moft  concerns.  'Tis  a  deplorable 
Thing  to  lee  how  univerfally  this  neceflary 
Chriltian  Duty  is  negle&ed  5  and  to  that 
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negleft,  we  may,  in  a  great  Degree,  impute 
that  ftrange  overflowing  of  Detraction  a- 
mong  us.  We  know  the  receiving  anything 
into  our  Charge  infenfibly  begets  a  Love 
and  Tendernefs  to  it :  A  Nurfe,  upon  this 
Account,  comes  frequently  to  vie  Kindnefe 
with  the  Mother  >  and  wou'd  we  but  take 
one  another  thus  inta  our  Care,  and,  by 
friendly  Vigilance  y  thus  watch  over  each 
other's  Souls,  'tis  fcarce  imaginable  what  ai> 
Endearment  it  wou'd  create  :  Such  certainly 
as  wou'd  infallibly  fupplant  all  our  unkind 
Reportings,  and  fevere  Defcants  upon  our 
Brethren  >  Since  thofe  can  never  take  Place, 
but  when  there  is  at  leaft  an  Indifference  r 
if  not  an  Enmity. 

Did  we  fupprefs  all  Curiofity  and  Inqui- 
fitiveneft  concerning  others,  we  fhou'd  cus 
off  all  Supplies  from  Detra&ion,  and  b^r  that 
means  fubdue  it.  The  King  of  JEthiopfa  in 
aVie  of  Wit  with  the  King  of  Mgypt^  pro- 
pos'd  it  as  a  Problem  to  him,  to  drink  up 
the  Sea  :  To  which  he  reply'd,  by  requiring 
him  firft  to  flop  the  Accefs  of  Rivers  :  And 
he  that  wou'd  drain  this  other  Ocean,  muft 
take  the  fame  courfe,  dam  up  the  Avenues 
of  thofe  Springs  which  feed  it.  He  who  is 
always  upon  the  Scent,  hunting  out  fome 
Difcovery  of  others,  will  be  very  apt  to  in- 
vite his  Neighbour  to  the  Quarry  y  and 
therefore  'twill  be  neceflary  for  him.  to  re- 
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llrain  himfelf  from  that  Range  :  Not  like 
jealous  States,  to  keep  Spies  and  Penfioners 
abroad  to  bring  him  Intelligence  ;  but  ra- 
ther difcourage  all  fuch  officious  Pick- 
thanks  :  For  the  fuller  he  is  of  fuch  Infor- 
mations, the  more  is  his  Pains  if  he  keeps 
them,  and  his  Guilt  if  he  publifhes  them. 
Cou'd  Men  be  perfuaded  to  affe6t  a  whol- 
fome  Ignorance  in  thefe  Matters ,  it  wou'd 
conduce  both  to  their  Eafe  and  Innocence  > 
for  'tis  this  Itch  of  the  Ear,  which  breaks 
out  at  the  Tongue  $  and  were  not  Curiofity 
the  Purveyor ,  Detra&ion  wou'd  foon  be 
ftarv'd  into  a  Tamenefs. 

The  moft  infallible  Receipt  of  all,  is  the 
frequent  recolle&ing ,  and  ferious  applying 
of  the  grand  Rule  of  doing  as  we  wou'd  be 
done  to  :  For  as  Detraction  is  the  Violation 
of  that,  fo  the  Obfervation  of  it  muft  cer- 
tainly fupplant  Detraction.  Let  us  there- 
fore when  we  find  the  Humour  fermenting 
within  us,  and  ready  to  break  out  into  De- 
clamations againft  our  Brethren  :  Let  us,  I 
fay,  check  it  with  this  fhort  Queftion, 
Wou'd  I  my  felf  be  thus  us'd  ?  This  Voice 
from  within  will  be  like  that  from  Heaven 
to  St.  Paul)  which  ftopt  him  in  the  height 
of  his  Career  :  And  this  Voice  every  Man 
may  hear  that  will  not  flop  his  Ears,  or  gag 
his  Confcience,  it  being  but  the  Echo  of 
that  Native  Juiticc  and  Equity  which  is  im- 
planted 
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planted  in  our  Hearts  -y  and  when  we  have 
our  Remedy  fo  near  us5  and  will  not  ufe  it, 
God  may  well  expoftulate  with  us,  as  he 
did  with  the  Jews  :  Why  will  ye  die  ,  O 
Houje  of  Ifrael  ? 

I  have  mentioned  feveral  of  thofe  many 
Receipts  which  may  be  prefcrib'd  againft  this 
fpreading  Difeafe  :  But  indeed,  there  is  not 
fo  much  need  to  multiply  Remedies ,  as  to 
perfuade  Men  to  apply  them.    We  are  m 
love  with  our  Malady,  and  as  loth  to  be 
cur'd  of  the  Luxury  of  the  Tongue,,  as  St» 
jluftin  was  of  his  other  Senfuality,  againlt 
which  he  pray'd  with  a  Caveat,  that  he 
might  not  be  foon  heard.    But  'tis  ill  dal- 
lying where  our  Souls  are  concern'd  :  For 
alas,  'tis  they  that  are  wounded  by  thole 
Darts  which  we  throw  at  others :  We  take 
our  Aim,  perhaps,  at  our  Neighbours,  but 
indeed  hit  our  felves,  herein  verifying  in  the 
higheft  Senfe  that  Axiom  of  the  wife  Man  : 
He  that  cliggeth  a  Pit  fioall  fall  into  it7  and 
he  that  rolleth  a  Stoney  it  Jhall  return  upon  him,. 
Wherefore,  if  we  have  no  Tendernefs,  no 
Relentings  to  our  Brethren,  yet  let  us  have 
fome  to  our  felves,  fo  much  Compaflio% 
nay,,  fo  much  Refpeft  to  our  precious,  im- 
mortal Souls,  as  not  to  fet  them  at  fo  defpi- 
cable  a  Price,  to  put  them  in  Balance  with 
the  fatisfying  of  a  petulant  peevifh  Vanity. 
Surely  the  fhewing  our  felves  ilL-natur'd  ^ 
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which  is  all  the  Gains  Detra&ion  amounts 
to,  is  not  fo  enamouring  a  Defign,  that  we 
fhou'd  facrifice  to  it  our  higheffc  Intereft. 
'Tis  too  much  to  fpend  our  Breath  in  fuch 
a  Purfuit :  Let  not  our  Souls  exhale  in  the 
Vapour,  but  let  us  rather  pour  them  out  ixt 
Prayers  for  our  Brethren,  than  in  Accufa- 
tion  of  them  :  For  tho'  both  the  one  and 
the  other  will  return  into  our  own  Bofomsr 
yet  God  knows  to  far  differing  Purpofes,, 
even  as  differing  as  thofe  with  which  we 
utter  them.  The  Charity  of  the  one,  like 
kindly  Exhalations,  will  defcend  in  Showers, 
of  Bleffingsy  but  the  Rigour  and  Afperity  of 
the  other,  in  a  fevere  Doom  upon  our 
felves  :  For  the  Apoftle  will  tell  us,  He 
Jhall  have  Judgment  without  Mercy  tkaP 
bath-  Jhewed  no  Mercy. 
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H  O'  Cenfure  has  been  confi- 
der'd  as  a  Branch  of  Detra- 
ction y  yet  it  is  in  many  things 
differing  from  it,  tho' very  lit- 
tle in  all. 


'Tis  one  of  the  worft  Chara&ers  a  Man 
or  Woman  can  have,  to  be  malieioufly  cu- 
rious in  examining  the  A£tions  of  others,, 
only  to  cenfure  them ;  nothing  can  efcape  the 
Quicknefs  of  their  jealous  Eye,  nor  the  Ma- 
lice of  their  envenom'd  Tongue  :  They  are 
the  common  Enemy  to  Mankind  and  civil 
Society. 

Slander  is  quite  oppofite  to  Politends :  If 
Gentlemen  and  Ladies  refle&ed  upon  the 
Offence  all  reafonable  People  take  at  it, 
they  wou'd  not  a£t  fo  vile  a  Part  :  Bafe 
Flatterers  may  applaud  their  Wit,  and  ani- 
mate them  in  fcandalizing  others  y  but  the 
Suffrage  of  fuch  Wretches  does  not  hinder 
their  being  defpis'd  %by  Perfons  of  Honour. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  Care  and  Skill  re- 
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quir'd  towards  the  good  Management  of 
Cenfure.  To  diftinguifh.  is  not  only  natu- 
ral, but  neceflary  -y  and  the  Effect  of  it  is 
that  we  cannot  avoid  giving  Judgments  in 
our  Minds,  either  to  abfolve  or  condemn  as 
the  Gafe  requires.  The  Difficulty  is  to  know 
when  and  where  it  is  fit  to  proclaim  the 
Sentence  :  An  Averfion  to  what  is  crimi- 
nal, a  Contempt  of  what  is  ridiculous,  are 
the  infeparable  Companions  of  Underftand- 
ing  and  Virtue  >  but  the  letting  them  go 
farther  than  our  own  Thoughts,  has  fo 
much  Danger  in  it,  that,  tho'  it  is  neither 
poffible  nor  fit  to  fupprefs  them  entirely,, 
yet  it  is  neceflary  they  fhould  be  kept  un- 
der very  great  Reftraints.  An  unlimited 
Liberty  of  this  kind,  is  little  lefs  than  fend- 
ing a  Herald,  and  proclaiming  War  to  the 
World,  which  is  an  angry  Beaft,  when  fa 
proyok'd.  The  Conteit  will  be  unequal,, 
tho'  you  are  never  fo  much  jn  the  rights 
and  if  you  begin  againft  fuch  an  old  Adver- 
fary,  it  will  tear  you  in  Pieces  with  thisju- 
ltincationr  That  it  is  done  in  its  own  De- 
fence. You  rauft  therefore  take  heed  of 
laughing ,  except  in  Company  that  is  very 
fure  :  It  is  throwing  Snow-balls  againlt 
Bullets,  and  it  is  efpecially  the  Difadvantage 
of  Woman,  that  the  Malice  of  the  World  will 
help  the  Brutality  of  thdfe  who  will  throw  a 
flovenly  Untruth  upon  hei\  The  Sex  fliou'd 
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for  thisReafon,  fupprefs  their  Impatience 
at  Fools;  who 5  befides  that  they  are  too 
ltrong  a  Party  to  be  unnecefTarily  provok'd, 
are  of  all  others  the  moft  dangerous  in  this 
cafe.  A  Blockhead,  in  his  Rage,  will  re- 
turn a  dull  Jeft  that  will  lie  heavy,  tho* 
there  is  not  a  Grain  of  Wit  in  it.  Others 
will  do  it  with  more  Art;  and  you  muft  not 
think  your  felf  fecure,  becaufe  your  Repu- 
tation may  perhaps  be  out  of  the  Reach  of 
Ill-will ;  for  if  it  finds  that  Part  guarded,  it 
will  feek  one  which  is  more  expos'd.  It 
flies  like  a  corrupt  Humour  in  the  Body  to 
the  weakeft  Part.  If  you  have  a  tender  SideT 
the  World  will  be  fure  to  find  it,  and  to  put 
the  worft  Colour  upon  all  you  fay  or  dor 
give  an  Aggravation  to  every  thing  that  may 
leflen  you,  -and  a  fpiteful  Turn  to  every  thing 
that  might  recommend  you.  Anger  lays 
open  thofe  Defects  which  Friendfhip  cou'd 
not  fee ,  and  Civility  might  be  willing  to 
forget.  Malice  needs  no  luch  Invitation  to 
encourage  it,  neither  are  any  Pains  more  fu- 
perfluous,  than  thofe  we  take  to  be  ill-fpo* 
ken  of.  If  Envy,  which  never  dies ,  and 
feldom  fleeps,  is  content  fometimes  to  be  in 
a  Slumber,  it  is  very  unskilful  to  make  a 
Noife  to  awake  it. 

Befides  your  Wit  will  be  mifapply'd,  if  it 
is  wholly  dire&ed  to  difarm  the  Faults  of 
others,  when  it  is  fo  neceflary  to  be  often 
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us'd,  to  mend  and  prevent  your  own.  The 
fending  our  Thoughts  too  much  abroad  r 
has  the  lame  Effect*  as  when  a  Family  ne- 
ver (lays  at  home.  Negle£t  and  Diforder 
naturally  follow  (as  they  muft  do)  within  our 
felves ,  if  we  do  not  frequently  turn  our 
Eyes  inwards,  to  lee  what  is  amifs  with  us : 
Where  it  is  a  fign  we  have  ah  unwelcome 
Profpe£t,  when  we  do  not  take  care  to  look 
upon  it,  but  rather  feek  out  Confolations  in 
the  Faults  of  thofe  we  converfe  with. 

Let  us  avoid  being  the  firftin  fixing  a  hard 
Cenfure.  Let  it  be  confirm'd  by  the  gene- 
ral Voice,  before  we  give  into  it.  Neither 
are  you  then  to  give  Sentence  like  a  Magi- 
Urate ,  or  as  if  you  had  a  fpecial  Authority 
to  bellow  a  good  or  ill  Name  at  your  Di- 
fcretion.  Do  not  dwell  too  long  upon  a 
weak  Side>  touch  and  go  away.  Take 
pleafure  to  ftay  longer  where  you  can  com- 
mend} like  Bees,  that  fix  only  upon  thofe 
Herbs,  out  of  which  they  may  extra£t  the 
Juice  their  Honey  is  composed  of.  A  Vir- 
tue ftuckwith  Briftles  is  too  rough  for  this 
Age  j  it  muft  be  adorn'd  with  fome  Flow- 
ers, or  elfe  it  will  be  unwillingly  entertain'd. 
Thus,,  where  it  may  be  fit  to  ftrike,  it  muft 
be  done  gently  -y  and  aflure  your  felF,  that 
where  you  care  to  do  it  r  you  will  wound 
others  more,  and  hurt  your  felf  lefs  by  foft 
Strokes,  than  by  being  harfti  or  violent. 
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The  triumph  of  Wit ,  is  to  make  your 
Good-nature  fubdue  your  Cenfure  ->  to  be 
quick  in  feeing  Faults,  and  flow  in  expo- 
ling  them.  You  are  to  conflder,  that  the 
invifible  thing  called  a  good  Name,  is  made 
up  of  the  Breath  of  Numbers  that  fpeak 
well  of  you.  If  by  a  difobliging  Word  you 
filence  the  Meaneft,  the  Gale  will  be  left 
ftrong  which  is  to  bear  up  your  Efteem: 
And  tho'  nothing  is  fo  vain,  as  the  eager 
Purfuit  of  empty  dpplaufe,  yet  to  be  well 
thought  of,  and  to  be  kindly  us'd  by  the 
World ,  is  like  a  Glory  about  a  Woman's 
Head  'tis  a  Perfume  fhe  carrys  about  with 
her,  and  leaves  wherever  ihegoesj  'tis  a 
Charm  againfl  111* will.  Malice  may  empty 
her  Quiver,  but  cannot  wound.  The  Dirt 
will  not  ftick>  thejeft  will  not  take.  With- 
out the  Confent  of  the  World  a  Scandal 
does  not  go  deep  5  it  is  only  a  flight  Stroke 
upon  the  injur'd  Party,  and  returns  with  the 
greater  Force  upon  thofe  that  gave  it.  I 
have  read  the  Character  oiAricia^  and  was 
pleas'd  with  that  Part  of  it  which  related  ta 
Scandal. 

She  never  fuffer'd  any  Body,  be  they  who 
they  wou'd,  to  be  flander'd  in  her  PreVence. 
She  had  thouland  ways  to  turn  off  the 
Converfation,  when  it  roll'd  upon  Scandal 
If  the  Perfons  who  gave  the  OtFence  were 
below  her,  fhe  always  imposed  Silence  upon 
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them  y  if  their  Quality  demanded  more  Re- 
fpe£t,  fliefliew'd,  by  her  own  Silence,  and 
by  her  Looks,  that  flie  did  not  approve  of 
it ;  always  finding  out  Reafons  to  jufbfie 
thofe  that  were  accus'd. 

Perfons  of  Dignity  and  Rank  are  apt  to 
take  great  Liberties ,  with  refpeft  to  their 
Inferiors:  However  they  ought  to  be  on 
their  Guard,  and  not  to  mortifie  any  one 
by  fhocking  Words.  Their  Condition  does 
notexcufe  their  being  unpolite.  Their  Con- 
tempt of  People  creates  a  Difguft,  which  is 
the  hardeft  thing  in  the  World  to  wear  off. 
A  paflionate  Expreflion  is  often  forgiven, 
but  Raillery  in  cold  Blood  never  5  it  being 
a  fure  figji  of  want  of  Eiteem. 

Silence  is  an  excellent  Remedy  againft 
Slander.  Complaints  and  Reproaches  fliar- 
pen  inftead  of  blunting  it.  People  let  a  Man 
alone ,  when  they  fee  he  takes  no  notice  of 
the  difobliging  things  that  are  faid  to  him  : 
'Tis  a  great  Virtue,  and  colts  little,  to  fpeak 
mildly  to  thofe  that  talk  impertinently  to 
you.  We  muft  live  with  the  Paflionate  and 
Whimfical,  as  well  as  the  Good-natur'd  and 
Wife ,  we  fhou'd  pity  their  Weaknefs  and 
their  Whims  \  and  to  flight  them,  will  be 
a  more  effe<5tual  wray  to  mortifie  them,  than 
to  reprove. 

Slander  and  Cenfure  ufe  many  Arts  to  con- 
ceal their  Malignity :    But  whether  they 

make 


Cenfiwe  and  Reproof.  '427 

make  ufe  of  direft  and  exprefs  Terms,  or  of 
obfcure  and  oblique;  whether  by  way  of 
downright  Reproach ,  or  with  fome  crafty 
Preface  of  Recommendation  >  if  they  have 
the  effeft  to  vilifie,  the  manner  of  Addrefs 
does  not  alter  the  Cafe.  The  one  may  be 
more  dextrous,  but  is  not  one  Jot  lefs  faul- 
ty. For  many  times  the  deeper  Wounds  are 
given  by  thcfe  fmoother,  and  more  artifici- 
al ways  of  Slander,  as  by  asking  Queftions, 
Have  you  not  heard  fo  and  fo  of  fuch  a  Man  ? 
I  fay  no  more ;  I  only  ask  the  Quefiicn,  Or 
by  general  Intimations,  That  they  are  loth  to 
fay  what  they  have  heard  of  fuch  a  one  5  are 
wry  firry  for  it$  $nd  do  not  at  all  believe  ity 
if  you  will  believe  them.  This  many  times, 
without  telling  the  thing,  but  leaving  you 
in  the  dark  to  fufpe&  the  worft. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  Arts,  tho'  they  may 
feem  to  be  gentler  and  tenderer  ways  of  ufing 
JVfen's  Reputation,  yet  in  truth ,  they  are 
the  moft  malicious  and  effe&ual  Methods  of 
Slander  j  becaufe  they  infinuate  fomething 
that  is  much  worfe  than  is  faid,  and  yet  are 
very  apt  to  create  in  unwary  Men,  a  ftrong 
Belief  of  fomething  that  is  very  bad ,  tho' 
they  know  not  what  it  is.  It  matters  not 
in  what  faftiion  Slander  is  drefl:  up ,  if  it 
tends  to  defame  a  Man  and  diminifh  his  Re- 
putation. 


Cen- 
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Cenfure,  in  fame  Cafes,  is  not  only  law- 
ful, but  very  commendable.  'Tis  many  times 
our  Duty  to  do  it,  in  order  to  the  probable 
Amendment  of  the  Perfon  that  has  commit- 
ted the  Offence.  A  Man  may,  and  ought 
to  be  told  of  his  Faults  privately  j  or  where 
it  may  not  be  fit  for  us  to  ufe  that  Boldnefs 
and  Freedom ,  we  may  reveal,  his  Faults  to 
one  who  is  more  fit  and  proper  to  reprove 
him ,  and  will  probably  make  no  other  ufe 
of  this  Difcovery,  but  in  order  to  his  amend- 
ment. This  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Breach 
of  Charity,  that  it  is  one  of  the  beft  Tefti- 
monies  of  it :  For,  perhaps,  the  Party  may 
not  be  guilty  of  what  is  reported  of  him., 
and  then  it  is  a  Kindnefs  to  give  him  aa 
Opportunity  of  vindicating  himfelf  j  or  if 
he  ok  guilty,  perhaps  being  privately  and 
prudently  told  of  it,  he  may  reform.  In  this 
Cafe,  the  Son  of  Sirach  advifes  to  reveal 
Men's  Faults,  Admonifo  a  Friend^  fiys  he,  it 
may  be  he  hath  not  done  it  ->  and  it'  he  have 
done  it,  that  he  do  it  no  more  :,  Admonijh  a 
Friend^  it  may  be  he  hath  not  [aid  it  and  if 
he  have^  that  he  fpeak  it  not  again  :  Admo~ 
nijh  a  Friend^  for  many  times  it  is  a  Slander^ 
and  believe  not  every  "tale. 

We  mult  take  care  that  this  be  done  out 
of  Kindnefs,  and  that  nothing  of  our  own 
Paflion  be  mingled  with  it :  That  upder  Pre- 
tence of  reproving  and  reforming  Men,  we 
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do  not  reproach  and  revile  them ,  and  tell 
them  of  their  Faults  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if 
we  did  it  to  ihew  ovx  Authority  rather  than 
our  Charity.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  Ad- 
drefs  and  gentle  Application,  fo  to  manage 
the  Bufinefs  of  Reproof,  as  not  to  irritate 
and  exafperate  the  Peifon  whom  we  reprove, 
inftead  of  curing  him. 

This  is  our  Duty  5  when,  as  has  been 
hinted,  we  are  legally  call'd  to  bear  witnefs, 
concerning  the  Fault  and  Crime  of  another. 
A  good  Man  wou'd  not  be  an  Accufer,  un- 
lefs  the  Publick  Good,  or  the  Prevention 
of  fome  great  Evil,  fhou'd  require  it :  And 
then,  the  plain  Reafon  of  the  thing  will 
fufficiently  jultifie  a  voluntary  Ac^ufation. 
Otherwife,*  it  has  always,  among  well-man- 
ner'd  People,  been  efteem'd  very  odious, 
for  a  Man  to  be  officious  in  this  kind,  and 
a  forward  Informer  concerning  the  Mifde- 
meanor  of  others.  Magiftrates  may  fome- 
times  think  it  fit  to  give  Encouragement  to 
fuch  Perfons ,  and  to  fet  one  bad  Man  to 
catch  another ;  becaufe  fuch  Men  are  fittefl: 
for  fuch  dirty  Work :  But  they  can  never 
inwardly  approve  them,  nor  will  they  ever 
make  them  their  Friends  and  Confidents. 

When  a  Man  is  call'd  to  give  Teftimony 
in  this  kind ,  in  Obedience  to  the  Laws , 
and  out  of  Reverence  to  the  Oath  taken  in 
fuch  Cafes,  he  is  fo  far  from  deferving  Blame 
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for  fo  doings  that  it  wou'd  be  an  unpardo- 
nable Fault  in  him  to  conceal  the  Truth,  or 
any  part  of  it. 

It  is  lawful  to  publifti  the  Faults  of.  others, 
in  our  neceflary  Defence  and  Vindicati- 
on. When  a  Man  cannot  conceal  another's 
Faults,  without  betraying  his  own  Innocen- 
cy,  no  Charity  requires  him  to  fuffer  him- 
felf  to  be  defam'd,  to  fave  the  Reputation 
of  another  Man.  Charity  begins  at  home , 
and  tho'  a  Man  had  never  fo  much  Good- 
nefs,  he  wou'd  firft  fecure  his  o.wn  good 
Name,  and  then  be  concern'd  for  other 
Men's.  It  wou'd  be  well  for  the  World 
if  our  Charity  wou'd  rife  thus  high,  and  no 
Man  wcjji'd  hurt  another's  Reputation  but 
where  his  own  is  in  real  Danger. 

Cenfure  and  Reproof  are  lawful,  as  well 
for  Caution  and  Warning  to  a  third  Perfon, 
as  for  Amendment  to  the  firft :  The  former 
may  be  in  danger,  to  be  infedted  by  the  Com- 
pany, or  ill  Example  of  another,  or  may 
be  greatly  prejudic'd  by  repofing  too  much 
Confidence  in  him. 

In  ordinary  Converfation,  Men  may  men- 
tion that  111  of  others,  which  is  already  made 
as  publick  as  it  well  can  be.  One  Friend 
may,  in  freedom,  fpeak  to  another,  of  the 
Mifcarriage  of  a  third  Perfon,  where  he  is 
fecure  no  ill  ufe  will  be  made  of  it,  and  that 
it  will  go  no  farther  to  his  Prejudice.  One 

of 


Cenfure  and  Reproof.  431 

of  the  deepeft  and  moft  common  Caufes  of 
Cenfure ,  is  ill  Nature  and  Cruelty  of  Dif- 
pofition.  Ill  Nature,  by  a  general  Miftake, 
pafles  for  Wit,  as  Cunning  does  for  Wif- 
dom  "y  tho'  in  truth  they  are  nothing  a-kin  to 
one  another,  but  as  far  diftant  as  Vice  and 
Virtue. 

There  is  no  greater  Evidence  of  the  bad 
Temper  of  Mankind,   than  the  general 
Pronenefs  of  Men  to  this  Vice.  They  com- 
monly incline  to  Cenforioufnefs,  and  the  un- 
charitable Side;  which  fhews  humane  Na- 
ture to  be  ftrangely  diftorted  from  its  ori- 
ginal Rectitude  and  Innocence.    The  Wit 
of  Man  does  more  naturally  vent  it  felf  in 
Satyr  and  Cenfure,  than  in  Praife  and  Pane* 
gyrick.    When  Men  fet  themfelves  to  com- 
mend, it  comes  hardly  from  them,  and  not 
without  great  Force  and  Straining*  and  if 
any  thing  be  fitly  faid  in  that  kind,  it  does 
hardly  relifli  with  moft  Men :  But  in  the 
way  of  Inve6Hve ,  the  Invention  of  Men  is 
a  plentiful  and  never  failing  Spring.  This 
kind  of  Wit  is  not  more  eafy  than  it  is  ac- 
ceptable j  it  is  greedily  entertain'd,  and  great- 
ly  applauded :    Every  Man  is  glad  to  hear 
others  abus'd,  not  confidering  how  foon  it 
may  come  to  his  own  turn,  to  lieddwn  and 
make  (port  for  others. 

Cenfure  is  aim  oft  become  the  general  En- 
tertainment of  all  Companies  5  and  the  great 
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and  ferious  Bufinefs  of  moft  Meetings  and 
Vifits,  after  the  neceflary  Ceremonies  and 
Compliments  are  over  ,  is  to  fit  down  and 
backbite  all  the  World.  'Tis  a  common 
Saying,  among  certain  People,  whofe  Birth 
and  Education  ihou'd  teach  'em  better  things, 
Come,  let  us  rally  all  the  World.  And  it  was 
a  very  fharp  Reproof,  given  by  a  Man  of 
Wit  in  a  publick  Aflembly,  That  he  was  a- 
fraid  to  go  out ,  left  he  JhoiCd  be  raiVd  at. 
'Tis  the  Sawce  of  Converfation ,  and  all 
Difcourfe  is  counted  but  flat  and  dull,  which 
has  not  fomething  of  Picquancy  in  it  againft 
fomebody.  For  Men  generally  love  rather 
to  hear  Evil  of  others  than  Good  ,  and  are 
fecretly  pleas'd  with  ill  Reports,  drinking 
them  in  with  Delight :  Tho'  at  the  fame 
time  they  have  fo  much  Juftice,  as  to  hate 
thofe  that  propagate  them ,  and  fo  much 
Wit,  as  to  conclude  that  thofe  very  Perfons 
will  do  the  fame  for  them  in  another  Place 
and  Company.  Efpecially,  if  it  concerns 
one  of  another  Party,  and  that  differs  from 
us  in  matters  of  Religion.  In  this  cafe  all 
Parties  feemto  be  agreed,  that  they  do  God 
great  Service  in  Waiting  the  Reputation  of 
their  Adversaries :  And  tho'  they  all  pretend 
to  be  Chriftians,  and  the  Difciples  of  him 
who  taught  nothing  but  Kindnefs ,  and 
Meeknefs,  and  Charity,  yet  it  is  ftrange,  to 
fee  with  whatafalvage  and  murtherous  Dif- 
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pofition  they  will  fly  at  one  another's  Re- 
putation, and  tear  it  in  pieces.  Whatever 
other  Scruples  they  may  have,  they  make 
none  to  befpatter  one  another,  in  the  mod 
bitter  and  fcandalous  manner. 

If  they  hear  any  Good  of  their  Adverla- 
ries,  with  what  Nicety  and  Caution  do  they 
receive  it  ?  How  many  Obje6tions  do  they 
raife  againft  it  ?  And  with  what  Coldneis 
do  they  at  laft  admit  it  ?  It  is  very  well^  lay 
they,  if  it  be  true :  I  flocdl  be  glad  to  hear  it 
confirmed:  I  never  heard  fo  much  good  of  him 
before  :  You  are  a  good  Man  your  felf^  but 
have  a  care  you  be  not  deceived.  It  is  well,  if 
to  balance  the  matter,  and  fet  things  even , 
they  do  not  clap  fome  Infirmity  and  Fault 
in  the  other  Scale,  that  fo  the  Enemy  may 
not  go  off  with  flying  Colours.  On  the 
other  fide,  every  Man  is  a  good  and  fubftan- 
tial  Author  of  all  ill  Reports.  I  do  not  ap- 
ply this  to  any  one  fort  of  Men,  tho'  all  are  to 
blame  this  way.  To  fpeak  impartially,  the 
Zealots  of  all  Parties  have  got  a  fcurvy  Trick 
of  lying  for  the  Truth. 

This  has  appear'd  moft  vifibly  in  later 
times.  There  has  a  lying  Spirit  gone  out  a- 
mong  us,  and  Scandal  and  Zeal  have  made 
terrible  Havock  of  our  Neighbour's  Repu- 
tation. I  have  obferv'd,  fays  a  reverend  Fa- 
ther of  our  Church  5  the  Priefts  and  Bigots 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  to  be  the  ableft  in  this 
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-way^  and  to  have  the  ftrongeft  Faith  for  a  lu- 
fiy  Faljhood  and  Calumny :  Others  will  ban- 
dy a  falfe  Report ,  and  tofs  it  from  one  hand 
to  another  5  but  I  never  knew  any  that  wou'd 
fo  hug  a  Lye,  and  be  fo  very  fond  of  it.  Had 
that  learned  and  pious  Prelate,  been  a  Wit- 
nefs  of  the  Fondnefs  of  certain  Zealots  of 
our  own  Days  for  a  Lye  3  had  he  feen  how 
they  bandy  it,  how  they  hug  it,  wou'd  the 
Papift's  have  been  the  only  Party  that  wou'd 
have  deferv'd  hi%Reproof  ? 

Another  fhrew'd  Sign  that  Ill-nature  lies 
at  the  Root  of  this  Vice  is,  that  we  eafily 
forget  the  Good  which  is  faid  of  others, 
and  feldom  make  mention  of  it  j  but  the 
contrary  flicks  with  us5  lies  uppermoft  in 
our  Memories,  and  is  ready  to  come  out 
upon  all  Occalions.  And  what  is  yet  more 
ill-natur'd  and  unjuft,  many  times,  when 
we  do  not  believe  it  our  felves ,  we  tell  it 
to  others  with  this  charitable  Caution,  That 
'jope  it  is  not  true.  But  in  the  mean  time 
givt  it  our  Pafij  and  venture  it  to  take 
its  Fortune,  tobebeliev'dor  not,  according 
to  the  Charity  of  thofe,  into  whofe  hands  it 
aes.  Thole  who  cannot  have  a  good  O 
pinion  of  thernfelves,  are  very  unwiiling  to 
have  fo  of  any  one  elfe.  For  this  Realbn, 
they  endeavour  to  bring  Men  to  a  Level,  ho- 
ping it  will  be  fome  Juftification  of  them, 
if  they  can  but  render  others  as  bad  as  them- 

lelves. 


Cenfure  and  Reproof.  435 

felves.  It  is  a  cruel  Pleafure  which  fome 
Men  take.,  in  worrying  the  Reputation  of 
others  much  better  "than  themfelves  ;  and 
this  only  to  divert  the  Company.  The  In- 
jury of  Slander  defcends  to  a  Man's  Chil- 
dren, becaufe  the  good  or  ill  Name  of  the 
Father  is  derived  down  to  them  ;  and  ma- 
ny times  the  beft  thing  he  has  to  leave  them, 
is  the  Reputation  of  his  unblemifh'd  Virtue 
and  Worth :  And  do  we  make  no  Confer- 
ence, to  rob  his  innocent  Children  of  the 
belt  part  of  this  fmall  Patrimony,  and  of  all 
the  Kindnefs  that  wou'd  have  been  done 
them  for  their  Father's  fake,  if  his  Reputa- 
tion had  not  been  fo  undefervedly  ftain'd  ? 
Is  it  no  Crime,  by  the  Breath  of  our  Mouth, 
at  once  to  blaft  a  Man's  Reputation,  and  to 
ruin  his  Pofterity  ?  Can  we  make  a  Jeft  of 
fo  ferious  a  Matter  ?  Of  an  Injury  fo  very 
hard  to  be  repented  of  as  it  ought  ?  Becaufe 
in  fuch  a  Cafe,  no  Repentance  %vill  be  ac- 
ceptable without  Reftitution,  if  it  be  in  our 
Power ;  and  perhaps  it  will  undo  us  in  this 
W orld  to  make  it  >  and  if  we  do  not,  will 
be  our  Ruin  in  the  other. 

Befides  the  Injury  of  Slander,  it  is  com- 
monly a  very  high  Provocation  5  and  the 
Confequence  of  that  may  be  as  bad  as  we 
can  imagine,  and  may  end  in  dangerous  and 
defperate  Quarrels.  This  Reafon  the  wife 
Son  of  Sirach  gives,  why  we  Ihou'd  defame 
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no  Man,  Whether  it  he^  fays  he,  to  a  Friend 
or  a  Foe,  talk  not  of  other  Men's  Lives :  For 
he  hath  heard  and  obferved  thee.  That  is, 
one  way  or  other  it  will  probably  come  to 
his  Knowledge,,  and  when  the  time  cometh^ 
he  niiill  Jhew  his  Hatred.  That  is,  he  will 
take  the  firft  Opportunity  to  revenge  it. 

At  the  beft,  'tis  always  matter  of  Grief 
to  thePerfon  that  is  defam'd  \  and  Chriftia- 
nity,  which  is  the  befi  natufd  Infiitution  in 
the  TVorld^  forbids  us  the  doing  thofe  things, 
whereby  we  may  grieve  one  another.  A  Man's 
good  Name  is  a  tender  thing,  and  a  Wound 
there  finks  deep  into  the  Spirit ,  even  of  a 
wife  and  good  Man,  The  more  Innocent 
any  Man  is  in  this  kind ,  the  more  fenfible 
is  he  of  this  hard  Ufage^  becaufe  he  never 
treats  others  fo,  nor  is  he  confcious  to  him- 
felf  that  he  has  deferv'd  it.  The  Confequen- 
ces  of  this  Vice  are  as  bad,  or  worfe  to  our 
(elves.  Whoever  is  wont  to  (peak  Evil  of 
others  5  gives  a  bad  Chara6ter  of  himfelf, 
even  to  thofe  whom  he  defires  to  pleafej 
who,  if  they  be  wife  enough,  will  conclude, 
that  he  fpeaks  of  them  to  others,  as  he  does 
of  others  to  them.  And  were  it  not  for  that 
fond  Partiality  which  Men  have  for  them- 
felves ,  no  Man  cou'd  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee  this.  A  reproachful  and  flanderous  Speech 
has  cofb  many  a  Man  a  Duel,  and  in  thai 
the  lofs  of  his  own  Life,  as  the  Murther  ot 
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another ,  perhaps  will  the  lofs  of  his  own 
Soul.  Tho'  neither  of  thofe  great  Mifchiefs 
ihou'd  happen  to  us,  yet  this  maybe  incon- 
venient enough  many  other  ways  \  and  no 
Quality  does  ordinarily  recommend  one  more 
to  the  Favour  and  Good- will  of  Men,  than 
to  be  free  from  this  Vice.  Every  one  de- 
fires  fuch  a  Man's  Friendfhip,  and  is  apt  to 
repofe  a  great  Truft  and  Confidence  in  him. 
When  he  is  dead.  Men  will  praifehim^ 
and  next  to  Piety  towards  God,  and  Righ- 
teoufnefs  to  Man,  nothing  is  thought  a  more 
fignificant  Commendation,  than  that  he  was 
never,  or  very  rarely,  heard  to  fpeak  ill 
of  any.  It  was  a  fingular  Character  of  *  Ro- 
man Gentleman ,  He  knew  not  "what  it  was 
to  give  any  Man  an  ill  Word. 
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HERE  wou'd  be  no  End  of 
it,  if  we  fhou'd  go  about  ta 
give  Inftanccs  of  the  great  Im- 
provements Women  have  made 
of  Education,  there  being  hard- 
ly any  Science  in  which  they  have  not  ex- 
ceird.  'Tis  very  plain  therefore,  that  Na- 
ture has  given  them  as  good  Talents  as  Men 
have,  and  if  they  are  ftill  called  the  weaker 
Sex,  'tis  becaufe  the  other,  which  aflumes 
the  Name  of  the  wifer,  hinders  them  of  im- 
proving their  Minds  in  ufeful  Knowledge, 
by  accultoming  them  to  the  Study  and  Pra- 
ctice of  Vanity  and  Trifles. 

How  can  they  be  inftru&ed  in  any  folid 
Principles,  whole  very  Inftru&ers  are  Froth 
and  Emptinefs?  Whereas  Women,  were 
they  rightly  educated,  had  they  obtain'd  a 
well-inform'd  and  decerning  Mind  ,  they 
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wou'd  be  Proof  againft  all  thofe  Batteries, 
fee  through  and  fcorn  thofe  little  filly  Arti- 
fices which  are  us'd  to  enfnare  and  deceive 
them.  Such  an  one  wou'd  value  her  felf 
only  on  her  Virtue,  and  confequently  be 
moft  chary  of  what  fhe  eiteems  fo  much/ 
She  wou'd  know  that  not  what  others  fay, 
but  what  her  felf  does,  is  the  true  Com- 
mendation ,  and  the  only  thing  that  exalts 
her  y  the  loudeft  Encomium  being  not  half 
fo  fatisfa&ory  as  the  calm  and  fecret  plaudit 
of  her  own  Mind*  which  moving  on  true 
Principles  of  Honour  and  Virtue,  wou'd 
not  fail,  on  a  Review  of  itfelf,  to  anticipate 
that  delightful  Eulogy  fhe  fhall  one  Bay 
hear.  -   A  ' 

Whence  is  it  but  from  Ignorance from 
want  of  Underftanding,  to  compare  and 
judge  of  Things,  to  chufe  a  right  End,  to 
proportion  the  Means  to  the  End  ,  and  to 
rate  every  thing  according  to  its  proper  Va- 
lue, that  we  quit  the  Subiiance  for  the  Sha- 
dow, Reality  for  Appearance,  and  embrace 
thofe  very  things,  which  if  we  underliood, 
we  lTiou'd  hate  and  fly,  but  now  are  recon- 
ciled to  merely  becaufe  theyufurp  the  Name, 
tho'  they  have  nothing  of  the  Nature  of 
thofe  venerable  Objects  we  defire  and  leek  ? 
Were  it  not  for  this  Delufion,  is  it  proba- 
ble a  Lady ,  who  paflionately  defires  to  be 
admir'd ,  lhou'd  ever  confent  to  fuch  Acti- 
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ons  as  render  her  bafe  and  contemptible  ? 
Wou'd  fhe  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  think  either 
to  get  Love  or  keep  it  by  thofe  Methods, 
which  occafion  Loathing,  and  confequent- 
ly  end  in  Hatred  ?  Wou'd  fhe  reckon  it  a 
piece  of  her  Grandeur  ,  or  hope  to  gain  E- 
lieem  by  fuch  Excefles  as  really  leflen  her 
in  the  Eyes  of  all  confiderate  and  judicious 
Perfons  ?  Wou'd  fhe  be  fo  filly  as  to  look 
big,  and  think  her  felf  the  better  Perfon  be- 
caufe  fhe  has  more  Money  to  beftow  pro- 
fufely,  or  the  good  Luck  to  have  a  newer 
Mantua-Maker  or  Milliner,  than  her  Neigh- 
bour? Wou'd  fhe,  who  by  the  Regard  fhe 
pays  to  Wit,  feems  to  make  fome  Pretences 
to  it,  undervalue  her  Judgment  fo  rquch  as 
to  admit  the  Scu:r  lity  and  prophane  noify 
Nonfenfe  of  Men,  whofe  Foreheads  are  bet- 
ter than  their  Brains,  to  pafs  under  that 
Character  ?  Wou'd  fhe  be  fo  weak  as  to  i- 
magine  that  a  few  airy'Fancies,  join'd  with 
a  great  deal  of  Impudence  and  ill  Nature , 
the  right  Definition  of  modern  Wit,  can 
befpeak  him  a  Man  of  Senfe,  who  raps 
counter  to  all  the  Senfe  and  Reafon  that  e- 
ver  appear'd  in  the  World  ?  Than  which 
nothing  can  be  an  Argument  of  greater  Shal- 
lownefs  ,  unlefs  it  be  to  regard  and  elteem 
him  for  it.  Wou'd  a  Woman,  if  fhe  truly 
underftood  her  felf,  be  affe&ed  either  with 
thePraifes  or  the  Calumnies  of  thofe  worthlefs 
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Perfons,  whofe  Lives  are  a  dire<Sfc  Contradi- 
ction to  Reafon ,  a  very  Sink  of  Corrupti- 
on, by  whom  one  wou'd  blufii  to  be  com- 
mended ,   left  they  fhou'd  be  miftaken  for 
Partners  in  or  Connivers  at  their  Crime? 
Will  fhe,   who  has  a  Jot  of  Difcernment, 
think  to  fatisfy  her  greedy  D'efire  of  Pleafure 
with  thofe  promifing  things  that  have  again 
and  again  deluded  her  ?  Or  will  fhe,  to  ob- 
tain fuch  Bubbles,  run  the  risk  of  forfeiting 
Joys  infinitely  fatisfy ing  and  eternal  ?  In  fine, 
did  not  Ignorance  impofe  on  us,  we  wou'd 
never  lavilh  out  the  greatefl  part  of  our 
Time  and  Care  on  the  Decoration  of  a  Te- 
nement, in  which  ourLeafe  is  fo  very  fhort, 
and  which  for  all  our  Induftry  may  lofe  its 
Beauty  before  that  Leafe  is  out  ,  while  we 
negleft  a  more  glorious  and  durable  Manfi- 
on  y   we  wou'd  never  be  fo  curious  of  the 
Houfe,  and  fo  carelefs  of  the  Inhabitant, 
whofe  Beauty  is  capable  of  great  Improve- 
ment, and  will  endure  for  ever  without  Di- 
minution or  Decay. 

Thus  Ignorance,  and  a  narrow  Educati- 
on, lay  the  Foundation  of  Vice,  and  Imita- 
tion and  Cu (torn  rear  it  up :  Cuflom,  that 
mercilefs  Torrent  which  carries  all  before  it,, 
and  which  indeed  can  be  eiteem'd  by  none 
but  fuch  as  have  a  great  deal  of  Prudence  , 
and  a  rooted  Virtue,  For  'tis  but  decorous 
that,  fhe,  who.  is  not  capable  of  giving  bet- 
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ter  Rules  ,  fhou'd  follow  tkofe  fhe  fees  be- 
fore her  5  left  {he  only  change  the  Inftance, 
and  retain  the  Abfurdity.  'Twou'd  puzzle  a 
confiderate  Perfon  to  account  for  all  that 
Sin  and  Folly  that  is  in  the  World  ,  which 
certainly  has  nothing  in  itfelf.to  recommend 
it,  did  not  Cuftom  help  to  folve  the  Difficulty. 
For  Virtue,  without  queftion,  has  on  all  Ac- 
counts the  Pre-eminence  of  Vice.    'Tis  a- 
bundantly  more  pleafant  in  the \Atty  as  well 
as  more  advantageous  in  theConfequences?  as 
any  one  who:  will  but  rightly  ufe  herReafon 
in  a  fcriotis  Rejection  on  her  felf  and  the 
nature  of  Things,  may  ealily  perceive.  'Tis 
Cuftom  therefore,    that  Tyrant  Cuftom, 
which  is  the  grand  Motive  to  all  thofe  irra- 
tional Choices  which  we  daily  fee  made  in 
the  World,  fo  very  contrary  to  our  prefent 
Intereft  and  Pleafure,   as  well  as  to  our  fu- 
ture. We  think  it  an  unpardonable  Miftake 
not  to  do  as  our  Neighbours  do  ,   and  part 
with  our  Peace  and  Pleafure  as  well  as  our 
Innocence  arid  Virtue,  merely  in  Comply- 
ance  with  an  unreafonable  Fafhion,  and  ha- 
ving inur'd  our  felves  to  Folly,   we  know 
not  how  to  quit  it.     We  go  on  in  Vice, 
not  becaufe  we  find  Satisfaction  in  it ,  but 
becaufe  we  are  unacquainted  with  the  Joys 
of  Virtue. 

Add  to  this,  the  Hurry  and  Noife  of  the 
World ,  which  does  generally  fo  bufy  and 
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pre-engage  us,  that  we  have  little  Time, 
and  lefs  Inclination,  to  ftand  (till  and  refle6fc 
on  our  own  Minds.  Thofe  impertinent  A- 
mufements  which  have  feiz'd  us,  keep  their 
Hold  fo  well ,  and  fo  constantly  buz  about 
our  Ears,  that  we  cannot  attend  to  the  Di- 
lates of  our  Reafon,  nor  to  the  foft  Whim- 
pers, and  winning  Perfuafives  of  the  Divine 
Spirit;  by  whofe  Afliftance,  were  we  dif- 
pos'd  to  make  ufe  of  it,  we  might  fhake  off 
thefe  Follies  and  regain  our  Freedoms.  But 
alas!  to  complete  our  Misfortunes,  by  a 
continual  Application  to  Vanity  and  Folly, 
we  quite  fpoil  the  Contexture  and  Frame 
of  our  Minds,  fo  loofen  and  diffipate  thenv 
that  nothing  folid  and  fubftantial  will  ftay  in 
them.  By  an  habitual  Inadvertency  we  ren- 
der our  felves  incapable  of  any  ferious  and ! 
improving  Thought,  till 'our  Minds  them- 
ielves  become  as  light  and  frothy,  as  thofe 
Things  they  are  converfant  about.  To  all 
which,  if  we  farther  add  the  great  Induftry 
that  bad  People  ufe  to  corrupt  the  good , 
and  that  unaccountable  Backwardnefs  which 
appears  in  too  many  good  Perfons,  to  ftand 
up  for  and  propagate  the.  Piety  they  profefs  $ 
fo  ftrangely  are  things  tranfpos'd,  that  Vir- 
tue puts  on  the  Bluihes  which  belong  to 
Vice,  and  Vice  infults  with  the  Authority 
of  Virtue  >  and  we  have  a  pretty  fair  Account 
of  the  Caufes  of  our  Non-improvement. 

U  6  When-, 
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When  a  poor  young  Lady  is  taught  to 
value  herfelf  on  nothing  but  her  Cloaths, 
and  to  think  "fhe's  very  fine  when  well  ac- 
coutred) when  {lie  hears  it  faid,  that  'tis 
Wifdom  enough  for  her  to  know  how  to 
drefs  herfelf ,  that  fhe  may  become  amiable  in 
his  Eyes,  to  whom  it  appertains  to  be 
knowing  and  learned  *  who  can  blame  her 
if  fhe  fpends  her  Time  and  Money  upon 
fucfi  Accomplifhments,  and  fometimcs  ex- 
tends it  farther  than  her  Mifinformer  defires 
flje  fhou'd  ?  Ay  hen  fhe  fees  the  Vain  and  the 
Gay  making parade  in  the  World,  and  at- 
tended \yith  the  Courtfhip  and  Admiration 
of  the  gazing  Herd,  no  wonder  that  her 
£gr  Eyes  are  dazled  with  the  Pageantry, 
and  wanting  Judgment  to  pafs  a  due  Efti- 
■mate  on  them  and  their  Admirers,  long  to 
He  iuch  a  fine  and  celebrated  thing  as  they? 
What  tho'  file  be  fometimes  told  of  ano- 
ther World,  fhe  has  however  a  more  lively 
Perception  of  this,  and  may  well  think  that, 
if  -her  Inftru&ors  were  in  earneft  when 
they  tell  her  of  hereafter ,  they  wou'd  not 
be  fo  bufy'd  and  concern'd  about  what  hap- 
pens here.  She  is,  it  may  be,  taught  the 
Principles  and  Duties  of  Religion,  but  not 
acquainted  with  the  Reafons  and  Grounds 
of  them,  being  told  'tis  enough  for  her  to 
believe}  to  examine  why  and  wherefore  be- 
ongs  not  to  her.   And  thus,  tho'  her  Piety 
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may  be  tall  and  fpreading,  yet  becaufe  it 
wants  Foundation  and  Root,  the  firft  rude 
Temptation  overthrows  and  blafts  it,  or 
perhaps  the  fhort-liv'd  Gourd  decays  and  wi- 
thers of  its  own  Accord.  But  why  fhou'd 
fhe  be  blam'd  for  fetting  no  great  Value  up- 
on  her  Soul ,  whofe  nobleft  Faculty ,  her 
Underftanding,  is  rendered  ufelefs  to  her  ? 
Or  cenfur'd  for  relinquifhtng  a  Courfe  of 
Life,  whofe  Prerogatives  fhe  was  never  ac- 
quainted with  >  and  tho'  highly  reafonable 
in  itfelf,  was  put  upon  the  embracing  it 
with  as  little  Reafon  as  fhe  now  forfakes  it? 
For  if  her  Religion  itfelf  be  taken  up  as  the 
Mode  of  the  Country,  'tis  no  ftrange  thing 
that  fhe  lays  it  down  again  in  Conformity 
to  the  Fafhion.  Whereas  fhe  whofe  Rea- 
fon is  fuffered  to  difplay  itfelf,  to  enquire 
into  the  Grounds  and  Motives  of  Religion, 
to  make  a  Difquifkion  of  its  Graces,  and 
fearch  out  its  hidden  Branches  3  who  is  a 
Chriftian  out  of  Choic^  not  in  Conformi- 
ty to  thofe  among  whom  fhe  lives  and 
cleaves  to  Piety  becaufe  'tis  her  Wifdom , 
her  Intereft,  her  Joy,  not  becaufe  fhe  has 
been  accullom'd  to  it  3  fhe  who  is  not  only 
eminently  and  unmoveably  good,  but  able  to 
give  a  Reafon  why  fhe  is  fo,  is  too  firm  and 
ltable  to  be  mov'd  by  the  pitiful  Allurements 
of  Sin,  too  wife  and  too  well  bottom 'd  to 
be  undermin'd  and  fupplanted  by  the  fir  jn- 
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geft  Efforts  of  Temptation.  Doubtlefs,  a 
truly  Chriftian  Life  requires  a  clear  Under- 
ftanding,  as  well  as  regular  Affe&ions,  that 
both  together  may  move  the  Will  toadiredfc 
Choice  of  Good,  and  a  fteadfaft  Adherence 
to  it.  For  tho'  the  Heart  may  be  honeft, 
it  is  but  by  Chance  that  the  Will  is  right 
if  theUnderftanding  be  ignorant  and  cloudy. 
And  what's  the  Reafon  that  we  fometimes 
fee  Perfons  unhappily  falling  off  from  their 
Piety ,  but  becaufe  'twas  their  Affe£Hons  , 
not  their  Judgment  ,  that  inclin'd  them  to 
be  religious  ?  Reafon  and  Truth  are  firm  and 
immutable :  She  who  bottoms  on  them  is  on 
fure  Ground.  Humour  and  Inclination  are 
fandy  Foundations,  and  fhe  who  is  fway'd 
by  her  Affections  ,  more  than  by  her  Judg- 
ment, owes  the  Happinefs  of  her  Soul,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  to  the  Temper  of  her  Body. 
Her  Piety  may  perhaps  blaze  high,  but  will 
noflaft  long-,  for  the  Affe&ions  are  various 
and  changeable,  m#v'd  by  every  Objeft, 
and  the  laft  Comer  eafily  undoes  whatever 
his  Predeceffor  had  done  before.  Such  Per- 
fons are  always  in  Extremes,  they  are  either 
violently  good,  or  quite  cold  and  indiffe- 
rent j  a  perpetual  Trouble  to  themfelves 
and  others,  by  indecent  Raptures,  or  unne- 
ceffary  Scruples :  There  is  no  Beauty  and 
Order  in  their  Lives,  all  is  rapid  and  unac- 
countable 5  they  are  now  very  furious  in 
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fijch  a  Courfe,  but  they  cannot  tell  why, 
and  anon  as  violent  in  the  other  Extreme. 
Having  more  Heat  than  Light ,  their  ZeaF 
outruns  their  Knowledge  ;  and  initead  of 
reprefenting  Piety  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  the  moft 
lovely  and  inviting  thing  imaginable,  they 
expofe  it  to  the  Contempt  and  Ridicule  of 
the  cenfbrious  World.   Their  Devotion  be- 
comes ricketted,  ftarv'd  and  contracted  in 
fome  of  its  vital  Parts ,  and  difproportion'd 
and  overgrown  in  lefs  material  Initanres  : 
Whilfl  one  Duty  is  overdone  to  commute 
for  the  NegleCt  of  another,  and  the  m ilia- 
ken  Perfon  thinks  the  being  often  on  her 
Knees,  atones  for  all  the  Milcarriages  of  her 
Converfation  :  Not  confidering  that  'tis  in 
vain  to  petition  for  thofe  Graces  which  we 
take  no  care  to  practice,  and  a  Mockery  to 
adore  thole  Perfections  we  run  counter  to  $ 
that  the  true  End  of  all  our  Prayers  and  ex- 
ternal Devotion,  is  to  work  our  Minds  to 
a  true  Chriftian  Temper ,  to  obtain  for  us 
the  Empire  of  our  Paffions,  and  to  reduce 
all  irregularlnclinations,  that  fo  we  maybe 
as  like  God  <n  Purity  and  all  his  imitable 
Excellencies ,  as  is  confident  with  the  Im- 
perfection of  a  Creature. 

Having  difcours'd  of  the  Advantages  of 
good  Underitanding  towards  the  regular 
Conduit  of  Life  :  Let  us  now  confider  how 
it  may  be  improv'd.    If  Perfection  confifts 
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in  the  Clearnefs  and  Largenefs  of  its  View  j 
it  improves  proportionably  as  its  Ideas  be- 
come clearer  and  more  extenfive  :  But  this 
is  not  fo  to  be  underftood ,  as  if  all  forts  of 
Notices  contributed  to  our  Improvement ; 
There  are  fome  things  which  make  us 
no  wifer  when  we  know  them,  others 
which  'tis  beft  to  be  ignorant  of.  But  that 
Underftanding  feems  to  be  mod  exalted, 
which  has  the  clearefl  and  moft  extenfive 
View  of  fuch  Truths  as  are  fuitable  to  its 
Capacity,  and  neceflary  and  convenient  to 
be  known  in  this  prefent  State  :  For  being 
as  we  are,  but  Creatures,  our  Underftand- 
ing, in  its  greateft  Perfection,  has  only  a  li- 
mited Excellency.  It  has,  indeed,  a  vaii 
Extent,  and  it  were  not  amifs  if  we  tarry'd 
a  little  in  the  Contemplation  of  its  Powers, 
and  Capacities,  provided  that  the  Profpe£i 
did  not  make  us  giddy,  that  we  remember 
from  whom  we  have  receiv'd  them,  and 
balance  thofe  lofty  Thoughts,  which  aView 
of  our  Intelleftuals  may  occafion,  with  the 
deprefling  ones  which  the  Irregularity  of  our 
Morals  will  fuggeft  -y  that  we  learn  from 
this  Infpection  how  indecorous  it  is  to  bufy 
this  bright  fide  of  us  in  mean  Things,  fee- 
ing it  is  capable  of  fuch  noble  ones. 

Human  Nature  is  a  wonderful  Compofure, 
admirable  in  its  outward  Structure,  but  much 
more  excellent  in  the  Beauties  of  its  inward  y 
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and  (he  who  confiders  in  whofe  Image  her 
Soul  was  created,  and  whofe  Blood  was  fhed 
to  redeem  it,  cannot  prize  it  too  much,  nor 
forget  to  pay  it  her  utmoft  Regard.  There's 
nothing  in  this  material  World  to  be  com- 
par'd  to  it.  All  the  gay  things  we  doat  on, 
and  for  which  we  many  times  expofe  our 
Souls  to  Ruin,  are  of  no  Confideration  in 
refpeit  of  it  :  They  are  not  the  Good  of 
the  Soul  :  Its  Happinefs  depends  not  on 
them,  but  they  often  deceive  and  with- 
draw it  from  its  true  Good.  It  was  made 
for  the  Contemplation  and  Enjoyment  of 
its  God,  and  all  Souls  are  capable  of  this, 
tho'  in  a  different  Degree,  and  by  Meafures 
fomewhat  different. 

Truth  in  general  is  theObje&  of  theUri- 
derllanding,  but  all  Truths  are  not  equally 
evident,  becaufe  of  the  Limitation  of  the 
human  Mind  >  which,  tho'  it  can  gradually 
take  fh  many  Truths,  yet  cannot,  any  more 
than  our  Sight,  attend  to  many  things  at 
once.  There  are  fome  particular  Truths  of 
which  God  has'not  thought  fit  to  commu- 
nicate fuch  Ideas  to  us,  as  are  neceffary  to 
the  Difquifitiomof  them  :  For  knowing  no- 
thing within  u^  but  by  the  Idea  we  have 
of  it,  and  judging  only  according  to  the  Re- 
lation we  find  between  two  or  more  Ideas : 
When  we  cannot  difcover  the  Truth  we 
fearch  after  by  Intention,  or  the  immediate 
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Comparifon  of  two  Ideas,  'tis  neceflary  tfiat 
we  fhou'd  have  a  third  by  which  to  com- 
pare them  3  but  if  this  middle  Idea  be  want- 
ing, tho'  we  have  fufficient  Evidence  of 
thofe  two  which  we  wou'd  compare,  be- 
caufe  we  have  a  clear  and  diftin£t  Conce- 
ption of  them  5  yet  we  are  ignorant  of  thofe 
Truths  which  wou'd  arife  from  their  Com- 
parifon, becaufe  we  want  a  third  by  which 
to  compare  them. 

To  give  an  Inftance  of  this  in  a  Point  of 
great  Confequence ,  and  of  late  very  much 
controverted,  tho' to  no  Purpofe,  becaufe 
we  take  the  wrong  Method,  and  wou'd 
make  that  the  Object  of  Science,  which  is 
properly  the  Objedt  of  Faith>  the  Do&rine 
of  the  Trinity.  Revelation,  which  is  but 
an  Exaltation  and  Improvement  of  Reafon, 
has  told  us,  That  the  Father  is  God,  the 
Son  is  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  God  y 
and  our  Idea  of  the  Godhead  of  any  olTe  of 
thefe  Perfons,  is  as  clear  as  our  Idea  of  any 
of  the  other  Both  Reafon  and  Revelation 
allure  us,  That  God  is  one  timple  Efience, 
Undivided  and  Infinite  in  all  Perfection  ; 
this  is  the  natural  Idea  whieh  we  have  of 
God  :  How  then  can  theVather  be  God, 
the  Son  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  God% 
when  yet  there  is  but  one  God  ?  That  thefe 
two  Propofitions  are  true,  we  are  certain, 
both  becaufe  God,  who  cannot  lye,  has  re- 
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veal'd  them,  and  ftecaufe  we  have  as  clear 
an  Idea  of  them,  as  it  is  poflible  a  finite 
Mind  fhou'd  have  of  an  infinite  Nature- 
But  we  cannot  find  out  how  this  fhou'd  be 
by  the  bare  Companion  of  thefe  two  Ideas, 
without  the  help  of  a  third  by  which  to 
compare  them  :  This  God  has  not  thought 
fit  to  impart  to  us,  the  Profpeft  it  wou'd 
have  given  us  wou'd  have  been  too  dazling^ 
too  bright  for  Mortality  to  bear,  and  we 
ought  to  acquiefce  in  the  divine  Will.  So 
then  we  are  all  afTur'd,  that  thefe  two  Pro- 
pofitions  are  true  $  Inhere  is  but  one  God^. 
and  there  are  three  fkrfons  in  the  Godhead  3 
but  we  know  not  the  manner  how  thefe 
things  are  :  Nor  can  our  Acquiefcence  be 
thought  unreafonable,  nor  the  Doftrine  we 
fubfcribe  to,  be  run  down  as  abfurd  and 
contradictory  by  every  little  warm  Difputer 
and  Pretender  to  Reafon,  whofe  Life  is, 
perhaps,  a  continual  Contradiction  to  it,  and 
he  knows  little  of  it  befides  the  Name.  For 
we  ought  not  to  think  it  ftrange,  that  God 
has  folded  up  his  own  Nature,  not  in  Dark- 
nefs,  but  in  an  adorable,  inacceflible  Light, 
fince  his  Wifdom  fees  it  fit  to  keep  us  igno- 
rant of  our  own.  We  know  and  feel  the 
Union  between  our  Soul  and  Body,  but 
who  amongft  us  fees  fo  clearly  as  to  find 
out  with  Certitude  and  Exaftnefs,  the  fecret 
Ties  which  unite  two  fuch  different  Sub- 
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fiances,  or  how  they  afe  able  to  a£t  upon 
each  other  ?  We  are  confcious  of  our  own 
Liberty  5  whoever  denies  it,  denies  that  we 
are  capable  of  Rewards  and  Punifhments, 
degrades  his  Nature,  and  makes  himfelf  but 
a  more  curious  Piece  of  Mechanifm ,  and 
none  but  Atheifts  will  call  in  queftion  the 
Providence  of  God,  or  deny  tfftt  he  governs 
All)  even  the  moft  Free  of  all  his  Creatures. 
But  who  can  reconcile  me  thefe  ?  or  adjuft 
the  Limits  between  God's  Prefciencc,  and 
Man's  Free-will  ?  Our  Underftandmgs  are 
fufficiently  illuminated  to  lead  us  to  the 
Fountain  of  Life  and#Light.    We  do,  or 
may  know  enough  to  fill  our  Souls  with 
the  nobleft  Conceptions,  the  humbleft .Ado- 
ration, and  the  cntireft  Love  of  the  Author 
of  our  Being,  and  what  can  we  defire  far- 
ther? If  we  make  fo  ill  aUfe  of  that  Know- 
ledge which  we  have,  as  to  be  puft  up  with 
it,  how  dangerous  wou'd  it  be  for  us  to  have 
more  Knowledge  in  a  State  in  which  we 
have  fo  little  Humility  ?    But  if  vain  Man 
will  pretend  to  Wifdom,  let  him  firlt  learn 
to  know  the  length  of  his  own  Line.  Tho' 
the  human  Intellect  has  a  large  Extent,  yet 
being  limited,  as  we  have  already  laid  5  this 
Limitation  is  the  Caufe  of  thofe  different 
•   Modes  of  thinking,  which,  for  Diftin&ion 
fake,  we  call  Faith,  Science  and  Opinion  : 
For  in  this  prefent  and  imperfect  State  in 
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which  we  know  not  anything  by  Intuition, 
or  immediate  View,  except  a  few  firft  Prin- 
ciples, which  we  call  Self-evident,  the 
moll  of  our  Knowledge  is  acquir'd  by  Rea- 
foning  and  Deduction  :  And  thefe  three 
Modes  of  Understanding ,  Faith,  Science 
and  Opinion,  are  no  otherwife  diftinguilh'd 
than  by  the  different  Degrees  of  Clearnefs 
and  Evidence,  in  the  Premifles  from  whence 
the  Conclufion  is  drawn. 

Knowledge,  in  a  proper  and  reftri&ed 
Senfe,  and  as  appropriated  to  Science,  figni- 
fies  that  clear  Perception  which  is  followed 
by  a  firm  Aflent  to  Conclufions  rightly 
drawn  from  Premifles  of  which  we  have  clear 
and  dillindt  Ideas  :  Which  Premifles  or 
Principles  muft  be  fo  clear  and  evident,  that 
luppofing  us  reafonable  Creatures,  and  free 
from  Prejudices  and  Paflions,  which,  for 
the  time  they  predominate,  as  good  as  de- 
prive us  of  our  Reafon,  we  cannot  withold 
our  Aflent  from  them  without  manifest  Vi- 
olence to  our  Reafon. 

But  if  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  be  fuch, 
as  that  it  admits  of  no  undoubted  Premifles  to 
argue  from,  or,  at  leail:,  we  do  not  at  pre- 
fect know  of  any,  or  that  the  Conclufion 
does  not  fo  necefiarily  follow,  as  to  give  a 
perfect  Satisfa&ion  to  the  Mind,  and  to  free 
it  from  all  Hefitation,  that  which  we  think 
1  is  then  call'd  Opinion. 

Again, 
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Again,  if  the  Medium  we  make  ufe  of  to 
prove  the  Propofition  be  Authority,  the 
C^nclufion  which  we  draw  from  it,  is  faid 
to  be  believ'd  :  This  is  what  we  call  Faith, 
and  when  the  Authority  is  God's,  a  divine 
Faith. 

Moral  Certainty  is  a  Species  of  Know- 
ledge, whofe  Proofs  are  of  a  compounded 
Nature,  in  part  refembling  thofe  which  be- 
long to  Science,  and  partly  thofe  of  Faith. 
We  do  not  make  the  whole  Procefs  our 
felves,  but  depend  on  another  for  the  imme- 
diate Proof  >  but  we  our  felves  deduce  the 
mediate  from  Circumftances  and  Principles 
as  certain,  and  almoft  as  evident  as  thofe  of 
Science,  and  which  lead  us  to  the  immediate 
Proofs,  and  make  it  unreafonable  to  doubt 
of  them.  Indeed,  we  do  not  feldom  de- 
ceive our  felves  in  this  Matter,  by  inclining 
alternately  to  both  Extremes.  Sometimes 
we  rejedt  Truths  which  are  morally  cer- 
tain, as  conjectural  and  probable  only,  be- 
cause they  have  not  a  phyfical  and  mathe- 
matical Certainty,  which  they  are  incapa- 
ble of :  At  another  time  we  embrace  the 
flightelt  Conjeftures,  and  any  thing  which 
looks  with  Probability,  as  moral  Certainties 
and  real  Virtues ,  if  Fancy,  Paflion  or  In- 
tereft  recommend  them.  So  ready  are  we 
to  be  determined  by  thefe,  rather  than  by 
folid  Reafon. 

3  In 
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In  this  Enumeration  of  the  feveral  Ways 
of  Knowing,  the  Senfes  are  not  reckon'd,  in 
regard  that  we  are  more  properly  faid  to  be 
confcious  of,  than  to  know  fuch  Things  as  we 
perceive  by  Senfation :  And  alfo  becaufe  that 
Light  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  let  into  our 
Ideas  by  our  Senfes,  is  indeed  very  dim  and 
fallacious,  and  not  to  be  rely'd  on  till  it  has 
paft  theTeft  of  Reafon  \  neither  is  there  a- 
ny  Mode  of  Knowledge  which  may  not  be 
reduc'd  to  thofe  already  mentioned.  Now, 
tho'  there  is  a  great  Difference  between  O- 
pinion  and  Science,  true  Science  being  im- 
mutable, but  Opinion  variable  and  uncer- 
tain 5  yet  there  is  not  fuch  a  Difference  be- 
tween Faith  and  Science  as  is  ufually  fup- 
pos'd  >  the  Difference  confifts  not  in  the 
Certainty,  but  in  the  W ay  of  Proof  the 
Obje&s  of  Faith  are  as  ^tionally  and  as 
firmly  prov'd  as  the  Obje£ts  of  Science, 
tho'  by  another  way  :  As  Science  demon- 
ftrates  Things  that  are  feen,  fo  Faith  is  the 
Evidence  of  fuch  as  are  not  feen  :  And  he 
who  rejefts  the  Evidence  of  Faith  in  fuch 
things  as  belong  to  its  Cognizance,  is  a*s 
-  unreafonable  as  he  who  denies  Propofitions 
in  Geometry  that  are  prov'd  with  mathema- 
tical Exa£tnefs. 

There  is  nothing  true  which  is  not  in  it- 
felf  demonftrable,  or  which  we  fhou'd  not 
pronounce  to  be  true,  had  we  a  clear  and 

intuitive 
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intuitive  View  of  it.  But,  as  was  faid  above, 
we  fee  very  few  things  by  Intuition,  neither 
are  we  furnifh'd  with  Mediums  to  make  the 
Procefs  our  felves  in  demonftrating  allTruths, 
and  therefore  there  are  fome  Truths,  which 
we  muft  either  be  totally  ignorant  of,  or 
elfe  receive  them  on  the  Teltimony  of  ano- 
ther Perfon,  to  whofe  Underftanding  they 
are  clear  and  manifeft,  tho'  not  to  ours. 
And  if  this  Perfon  be  one,  who  can  neither 
be  deceiv'd  nor  deceive,  we  are  as  certain  of 
thofe  Conclufions  which  we  prove  by  his 
Authority,  as  we  are  of  thofe  we  demonltrate 
by  our  ownReafon^  nay  more  certain,  by 
how  much  his  Reafon  is  more  comprehen- 
iive  and  infallible  than  our  own. 

Science  is  the  following  the  Procefs  our 
felves  upon  clear  and  evident  Principles. 
Faith  is  a  Dependence  on  the  Credit  of  a- 
nother,  in  fuch  Matters  as  are  out  of  View. 
And  when  we  have  very  good  Reafon  to 
fubmit  to  the  Teftimony  of  the  Perfon  we 
believe,  Faith  is  as  firm,  and  thofe  Truths 
it  difcovers  to  us  as  truly  intelligible,  and  as 
ftrongly  prov'd  in  their  kind  as  Science. 

In  a  Word,  as  every  Senfe,  fo  every  Ca- 
pacity of  the  Underftanding,  has  its  proper 
Obje&s.  The  Objects  of  Science  are  things 
within  our  View ,  of  which  we  may  have 
clear  and  diftinft  Ideas,  and  nothing  ihou'd 
be  determin'd  here  without  Clearnefs  and 

Evidence. 
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Evidence.  To  be  able  to  repeat  any  Perfons 
Dogma,  without  forming  a  diftmct  Idea  of 
it  our  felvesv.  is  not  to  know  but  to  remem- 
ber j  and  to  have  a  confus'd  indeterminate 
Idea,  is  to  conjecture,  not  to  underftand. 

The  Objects  of  Faith  are  as  certain,  and 
as  truly  intelligible  in  themfelves,  as  thofe 
of  Science,  as  has  been  faid  already  5  only 
we  become  perfuaded  of  the  Truth  of  them 
by  another  Method:  We  do  not  fee  them 
fo  clearly  and  diftin6tly  as  to  be  unable  to 
disbelieve  them.  Faith  has  a  Mixture  of  the 
Will,  that  it  may  be  rewardable  j  for  who 
will  thank  us  for  giving  our  AfTent  where  it 
was  impoflible  to  withold  it?  Faith  then 
may  be  faid  to  be  a  fort  of  Knowledge  ca- 
pable of  Reward,  and  Men  are  Infidels  not 
for  want  of  Conviction,  but  through  an  Un- 
willingnefs  to  believe. 

As  it  is  a  Fault  to  believe  in  Matters  of 
Science,  where  we  may  expe£t  Demonllra- 
tion  and  Evidence ,  fo  it  is  a  Reproach  to 
our  Underftanding,  and  a  Proof  of  our  Dif- 
ingenuity,  to  require  that  fort  of  Proceis 
peculiar  to  Science ,  for  the  Confirmation 
of  fuch  Truths  as  are  not  the  proper  ObjeCts 
of  it :  It  is  as  ridiculous  as  to  reje£t  Mufick 
becaufe  we  cannot  tafte  or  fmell  it ,  or  to 
deny  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Beauty  becaufe 
we  do  not  hear  it.  He  who  wou'd  fee  with 
his  Ears,  and  hear  with  his  Eyes,  may  in- 

Vol.  I.  X  deed 
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deed  fet  up  in  Bedlam  for  a  Man  of  extra- 
ordinary Reach,  a  fagacious  Perfon  who  will 
not  be  impofed  upon,  one  who  mull:  have 
more  authentic!*  Proofs  than  his  dull  Fore- 
fathers were  content  with.  But  Men  of 
dry  Reafon,  and  a  moderate  Genius,  I  fup- 
pofe,  will  think  Nature  has  done  very  well 
in  allotting  to  each  Senfe  its  proper  Em- 
ployment \  and  fuch  as  thefe  will  as  readily 
acknowledge,  that  it  is  as  honourable  for 
the  Soul  to  believe  what  is  truly  the  Obje6t 
of  Faith,  as  it  is  for  her  to  know  what  is 
really  the  Object  of  her  Knowledge.  And 
were  we  not  ftrangely  perverfe,  we  fhou'd 
not  fcruple  divine  Authority,  when  we  dai- 
ly fubmit  to  humane.  Whoever  has  not  fcen 
Parish  has  nothing  but  humane  Authority 
to  afllire  him  there  is  fuch  a  Place,  and  yet 
he  wou'd  be  laugh'd  at  as  ridiculous  who 
fhou'd  call  it  in  queftion  ,  tho'  he  may 
as  well  in  this  as  in  another  Cafe,,  pretend 
that  his  Informers  have  Defigns  to  ferve, 
intend  to  impofe  on  him,  and  mock  his  Cre- 
dulity. Nay,  how  many  of  us  daily  make 
that  a  matter  of  Faith,  which  indeed  belongs 
to  Science,  by  adhering  blindly  to  the  Di- 
lates of  fome  famous  Philofopher  in  Phy- 
fical  Truths ,  the  Principles  of  which  wc 
have  as  much  Right  to  examine,  and  to 
make  Dedu6tions  from  them  as  he  had  ? 
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In  a  Word  ,  We  may  know  enough  for 
all  the  Purpofes  of  Life ,  enough  to  bufy 
this  a&ive  Faculty  of  Thinking,  to  employ 
and  entertain  the  fpare  Intervals  of  Time, 
and  to  keep  us  from  Ruft  and  Idlenefs,  but 
we  mult  not  pretend  to  fathom  all  Depths 
with  our  fhort  Line*  we  ihou'd  be  wife  un- 
to Sobriety,  and  reckon  we  know  very  lit- 
tle, if  we  go  about  to  make  our  own  Rea- 
fon  the  Standard  of  all  iTruth.    It  is  very 
certain  that  nothing  is  true  but  what  is  con- 
formable to  Reafon  *  that  is  to  the  divine 
Reafon,  of  which  ours  is  but  a  fhort  faint 
Ray  >  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  there  are  ma- 
ny Truths  which  humane  Reafon .  cannot 
comprehend.    Therefore  to  be  thoroughly 
ienfible  of  the  Capacity  of  the  Mind ,  to 
difcern  precifelyits  Bounds  and  Limits,  and 
to  direct  our  Studies  and  Inquiries  accor- 
dingly \  to  know  what  is  to  be  known,  and 
to  believe  what  is  to  be  believ'd,  is  the  Pro- 
perty of  a  wife  Perfon.     To  be  content 
with  too  little  Knowledge,  or  to  afpire  to 
overmuch,  is  equally  a  Fault ;  to  make  that 
ufe  of  our  Underltandings  which  God  has 
fitted  and  defign'd  them  for,  is  the  Medium 
which  we  ought  to  take.   For  the  Diffe- 
rence between  a  Plowman  and  a  Doctor  does 
not  feem  to  confift  in  this,  that  the  Buii- 
nefs  of  the  one  is  to  fearch  after  Knowledge, 
and  that  the  other  has  nothing  to  do  with 
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it.  No,  whoever  has  a  rational  Soul,  ought 
furely  to  employ  it  about  fome  Truth  or  o- 
ther,  to  procure  for  it  right  Ideas,-  that  its 
Judgments  maybe  true,  tho'  its  Knowledge 
be  not  very  extenfive.  But  herein  lies  the 
Difference,  that  tho'  Truth  is  the  Obje6t 
of  every  individual  Underftanding ,  yet  all 
are  not  equally  enlarg'd ,  nor  able  to  com- 
prehend fo  much  y  and  they  whofe  Capa- 
cities and  Circumftances  of  living  do  not 
fit  them  for  it,  lie  not  under  that  Obliga- 
tion of  extending  their  View,  which  Per- 
fons  of  a  larger  Reach  and  greater  Leifure 
do.  There  is  indeed  frequently  a  Miftake 
in  this  matter.  People  who  are  not  fit,  will 
be  puzling  their  Heads  to  little  purpofe^ 
and  thofe  who  are,  prove  flothful,  and  de- 
cline the  Trouble.  Thus  will  it  be  if  we  do 
not  thoroughly  underftand  our  felves,  but 
Hiffer  Pride  or  Eafe  to  make  the  Eftimate. 

Having  confider'd  the  Capacity  of  the 
Underftanding  in  General,  #we  muft  de- 
scend to  the  view  of  .  our  own  Particular  5 
obfcrving  the  Bent  and  Turn  of  our  own 
Minds,  which  way  our  Genius  lies,  and  to 
what  it  is  moft  inclin'd.  I  fee  no  reafon 
why  there  may  not  be  as  great  a  variety  in 
Minds,  as  there  is  in  Faces  *  that  the  Soul 
as  well  as  the  Body  may  not  have  fome- 
thing  in  it  to  diftinguifh  it  ,  not  only  from  , 
all  other  intelligent  Natures,  but  even  from 
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thofe  of  its  own  kind.  There  are  different 
proportions  in  Faces,  which  recommend 
them  to  fome  Eyes  fooner  than  to  others  -f 
and  tho'  all  Truth  is  amiable  to  a  reafonable 
Mind,  and  proper  to  employ  it,  yet  why 
may  there  not  be  fome  particular  Truths 
more  agreeable  to  each  individual  under- 
ftanding  than  others  are  ?  Variety  gives 
Beauty  to  the  material  World,  and  why  not 
to  the  intelle&ual  ?  .We  can  difcern  the 
different  Abilities  which  the  wife  Author 
of  all  things  has  endow'd  us  with  >  the  dif- 
ferent Circumftances  in  which  he  has  pla- 
ced us,  in  reference  to  this  W orld,  and  the 
Concerns  of  an  Animal  Life,  that  fome  may 
be  continually  ufeful  5  and  that  fince  each 
fingle  Perfon  is  too  limited  and  confined  to 
attend  to  many,  much  lefs  to  all  things,  wre 
may  receive  from  each  other  a  reciprocal  Ad- 
vantage y  and  why  may  we  not  think  he 
has  done  the  fame  with  refpe£t  to  Truth  ? 
that  fince  it  is  too  much  for  one,  our  uni- 
ted ftrengthihouldbeemploy'd  in  thefearch 
of  her.  Efpecially  fince  the  divine  Being, 
who  contains  in  himfelf  all  Reality  and 
Truth,  is  Infinite  in  Perfection,  and  there- 
fore fhould  be  infinitely  ador'd  and  lov'd. 
And  if  Creatures  are  by  their  being  fo  unca- 
pable  of  rendring  to  their  Incomprehenfible 
Creator  an  Adoration  and  Love  that  is 
worthy  of  him,  it  is  but  decorous  that  they 
X  3       •  Ihould 


*\6i  Ignorance. 

fhould  haw  ever  do  as  much  as  they  can. 
All  that  variety  of  fublime  Truths,  of  beau- 
tiful and  wondrous  Obje&s  which  furround 
us,  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  various  difplay  of 
his  unbounded  Excellencies,  and  why  fhould 
any  of  them  pafs  unobferv'd  ?  why  fhould 
not  every  individual  Underftanding  be  in  a 
more  efpecial  manner  fitted  for  and  em- 
ploy'd  in  the  difquifltion  of  fome  particular 
Truth  and  Beauty  ?  'Tis  true,  after  all  our 
re-fearches ,  we  can  no  more  iufficiently 
know  God,  than  we  can  worthily  love  him  -y 
and  are  as  much  unable  to  find  out  all  his 
Works,  as  we  are  his  Nature.  Yet  this 
fhould  only  prompt  us  to  exert  all  our  Pow- 
ers, and  to  do  our  beft,  fince  even  that 
were  too  little,  cou'd  we  pofiibly  do  more. 
We  can  never  offer  to  him  fo  much  Praife 
as  he  defervesj  and  therefore  'tis  but  fit  he 
fhould  have  all  that  Mankind  can  poflibly 
render  him.  He  is  indeed  immutable  in  his 
own  Nature,  but  thofe  Difcoveries  we  dai- 
ly make  of  his  Operations,  will  always  af- 
ford us  fomewhat  new  and  furprizing  j  for 
this  all-glorious  Sun,  the  Author  of  Life 
and  Light,  is  as  inexhauftible  a  fource  of 
Truth,  as  he  is  of  Joy  and  Happinefs. 

If  then  we  are  convine'd  that  there  is 
fome  peculiar  Task  alotted  us ,  our  next 
Bufinefs  will  be  to  enquire  what  it  is.  To 
know  our  own  ftrength,  and  neither  to 

over 
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over  nor  under-rate  our  felves,  is  one  of  the 
moft  material  Points  of  Wifdom,  and  which 
indeed  we  are  moft  commonly  ignorant  of, 
elfe  we  fhould  not  reach  at  all,  how  unable 
foever  we  are  to  attain  it,  nor  make  lb  ma- 
ny fuccefllefs  Attempts,  and  be  forc'd  to  come 
off  with  that  pitiful  Apology,  I  was  mi- 
itaken,  I  did  not  think  it.  But  we  can 
fcarce  duly  eftimate  our  Underllandings, 
'till  we  have  regulated  our  Wills,  reform 'd 
felf-Love,  and  a^Train  of  unmortify'd  Paf- 
Cons,  which  engage  us  in  a  frequent  Error 
and  aptnefs  to  leften  the  human  Mind  to  de- 
traft  from  its  Grandeur,  and  abridge  its 
Powers,  when  we  confider  it  in  general, 
and  as  great  a  forwardnefs  when  we  look 
on  our  felves,  to  extend  our  Abilities  beyond 
their  bounds.  Are  we  confeious  of  a  de- 
fect? the  ihallownefs  of  Humane  Reafon  at 
large  muft  bear  the  blame.  We  harangue 
very  excellently  on  the  Ignorance  and  Va- 
nity of  Mankind,  and  it  were  well  if  we 
relied  here,  and  would  forbear  to  murmur 
even  at  our  Creator  himfelf  for  allowing  us 
fo  fcanty  a  Portion.  But  if  Reafon  has 
fhone  out,  difpelling  thofe  Clouds  which  e- 
clips'd  the  bright  Face  of  Truth ,  we  arro- 
gate all  to  our  felves.  My  Difcovery,  my 
Hypothecs,  the  Strength  and  Clearnefs  of 
my  Reafonings,  rather  than  the  Truth,  are 
what  we  would  expofe  to  views  'tis  that 
X  4  we 
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we  idolize  our  felves,  and  wou'd  have  eve- 
ry one  admire  and  celebrate.  And  yet  all 
this  is  no  more,  perhaps,  than  another  has 
done  before  us,  or  at  leaft  might  have  done 
with  our  Opportunities  and  Advantages. 
The  reverfe  of  this  Procedure  would  be- 
come us  better  >  and  it  were  more  glorious, 
as  well  as  more  juft ,  to  afcribe  the  Excel- 
lencies of  the.Mind  to  human  Nature  in  the 
Lump ,  and  to  take  the  Weakneflcs  to  our 
felvcs.  By  this  we  foou'd^both  avoid  Sloth, 
the  beft  ufe  we  can  make  of  our  Ignorance 
and  Infirmity  being  firft  to  be  humbled  for, 
and  then  feduloufly  to  endeavour  their  A- 
mendment,  and  alfo  fecure  our  Induftry 
from  the  Mixtures  of  Pride  and  Envy  \  by 
looking  on  our  own  Acquifitions  as  a  gene- 
ral Treafure,  in  which  the  whole  have  a 
Right,  we  lhould  pretend  to  no  more  than 
a  fhare  *,  and  confidering  our  felves  as  parts 
of  the  fame  whole ,  we  lhould  expert  to  find 
our  own  A  ccount  in  the  improvement  of  eve- 
ry part  of  it ;  which  would  reftrain  us  from 
being  puft  up  with  the  Contemplation  of 
our  own,  and  from  repining  at  our  Neigh- 
bour's Excellencies.  For  let  Reafon  fhine 
forth  where  it  may,  as  we  cannot  engrofs, 
fo  neither  can  we  be  excluded  from  fharing 
in  the  Benefit,  unlefs  we  wilfully  exclude 
our  felves  every  one  being  the  better  for 
true  worth  and  good  fenfe ,  except  the  lit- 
tle Souls  that  envy  them.  To 
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To  help  us  to  the  Knowledge  of  our  own 
Capacities,  the  Informations  of  our  Friends, 
nay  even  of  our  Enemies  ,  may  be  ufeful. 
The  former,  if  wife  and  true,  will  direft  us 
to  the  fame  Courfe  to  which  our  Genius 
points,  and  the  latter  will  induftrioufly  en- 
deavour to  divert  us  from  it.  We  cannot  be 
too  careful,  that  thofe  do  not  difguife  them- 
felves  under  the  fpecious  Appearance  of  the 
former,  to  do  us  an  ill  Turn  the  more  efFe- 
ftuallv.    For  it  is  not  feldom  feen ,  that 
fuch  as  pretend  great  Concern  for  us,  will 
prefs  us  on  to  fuch  Studies,  or  w7ays  of  Li- 
ving, as  inwardly  they  know  wre  are  unfit 
for,  to  gratify  thereby  their  fecretEnvy,  di- 
verting us  from  that  to  which  our  own  Genius 
difpofes  us,  and  in  which  therefore  they  have 
reafon  to  fuppofe  we  wou'd  be  excellent. 
But  tho'  we  may  make  ufe  of  the  Opinions 
of  both,  yet  if  we  will  be  fincere  and  in- 
genuous, we  cannot  have  a  more  faithful 
Direftor  than  our  own  Heart.    He  who 
gave  us  thefe  Difpofitions,  will  excite  us  to 
the  Ufe  and  Improvement  of  them  ,  and , 
unlefs  we  drive  him  from  us  by  our  Impuri- 
ty, or  thro'  Negligence  and  want  of  Atten- 
tion, let  flip  his  fecret  Whifpers,  this  Ma- 
tter within  us  will  lay  moll  in  our  View  fuch 
Leflbns  as  he  wou'd  have  us  take.  Our  Care 
then  rauft  ber  to  open  our  Eyes  to  that 
Beam  of  Light,  which  does  in  a  more  efpe- 
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cial  manner  break  in  upon  us  ;  to  fix  flea* 
dily,  and  to  examine  accurately,  thofe  No- 
tions  which  are  molt  lively  reprefented  to 
us,  and  to  lay  out  our  Thoughts  and  Time 
in  the  Cultivation  of  them.  It  may  be  our 
Humour  will  not  be  gratify'd,  nor  our  In- 
tereft  ferv'd  by  fuch  a  Method.  Other  Bu- 
fincfs  or  Amufements  put  on  a  finer  Garb, 
and  come  attended  with  more  Charms  and 
Grandeurs  thefe  recommend  us  to  the  World, 
make  us  belov'd  and  illuftrious  in  it:  Whillt 
the  Followers  of  Truth  are  deipis'd  and 
look'd  askew  on,  as  fantaftical  Speculatifts^ 
unfociable  Thinkers,  who  pretend  to  fee 
farther  than  their  Neighbours,  to  reftify 
what  Cultom  has  eftablifh'd ;  and  are  fo  un- 
mannerly, as  to  think  and  talk  out  of  the 
common  way.  He  who  fpeaks  Truth  makes 
a  Satyr  upon  the  greateft  part  of  Mankind, 
arid  they  are  not  over  apt  to  forgive  him. 
Their  Gall  istouch'd  proportionably  as  their 
Wounds  are  more  deeply  fearch'd  into,  tho* 
it  be  only  in  order  to  a  Cure.  They  there- 
fore who  love  Truth  {hall  be  hated  by  the 
molt;  who,  tho'  they  openly  pretend  to 
Honour,  yet  fecretly  malign  her,  becaufe  fhe 
reproaches  them.  And  as  a  plaufible  Life 
is  not  often  a  very  religious  one,  which  made 
the  heft  Judge  pronounce  a  Woe  on  thofe 
of  whom  all  Men  fhall  fpeak  well,  fo  nei- 
ther is  the  molt  juft  and  illuminated  Under- 
3  Handing, 
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Handing,  the  moft  admir'd  and  tru fled  to^ 
but  a  plaufible  Speaker,  as  well  as  a  plaufi- 
ble  Liver,  commonly  has  the  Applnufe  of  the 
World.  If  then  we  confult  our  Paffions 
and  Vanity,  we  fhall  go  near  to  determine 
amifs ,  and  make  that  ufe  of  our  Intellectu- 
als ,  which  Fancy  or  Intereft  pufhes  us  on 
to,  not  which  Nature  has  fitted  11s  for.  Hence 
it  is,  that  thofe  who  might  have  done  very- 
well  infome  Studies  and  Employments,  make 
but  bungling  Work  when  they  apply  them-* 
felves  to  others.  We  go  on  apace  y  when 
the  Wind  and  Tide  are  on  our  fide,,  but  it 
cofts  us  much  Labour ,  and  we  make  little 
fpeed,  when  we  row  againft  both. 

As  a  due  Confideration  of  our  particular 
Capacity  wou'd  put  us  right  in  our  Studies,, 
fo  wou'd  it  keep  us  from  ckfhing  with  our 
Neighbours,  whom  we  often  contend  with, 
not  fo  much  out  of  love  to  Truth,  as  thro' 
a  Humour  of  Contradiftion,  or  becaufe  we 
think  it  the  beft  way  to  file w  our  Pans,  and 
by  this  tryal  of  Skill  to  exalt  our  felves  above 
them.  If,  inftead  of  difputing  and  laughing 
with  them,  of  bending  all  the  Force  of  our 
Wit,  to  contradict  and  oppofe  thofe  Ad- 
vances which  they  make,  wye  wou'd  well 
underftand,  duly  employ,  and  kindly  com- 
municate  our  peculiar  Talent ,  how  much: 
more  Service  might  we  do  our  Lord  ?  how 
much  more  ufeful  might  we  be  to  one  ano- 
BE2:*  X  6  thsr? 
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ther  ?  We  fhouM  be  reftrain'd  from  afpi- 
ring  to  things  above  our  Reach,  and  not  a- 
bufe  thofe  good  Parts  which  were  given  us 
for  common  Benefit,  to  the  Deftru&ion  of 
our  felves  and  others. 

Becaufe  they  who*  need  Amendment  moft, 
are  commonly  leaft  difpos'd  to  make  fuch 
Reflexions  as  are  neceflary  to  procure  it, 
we  will  confider  a  little  for  them,  and  ob- 
ferve  the  molt  ufual  Defects  of  the  thinking 
Faculty. 

If  we  are  of  their  Opinion  who  fay,  the 
Under  (landing  is  only  paflive,  and  that  Judg- 
ment belongs  to  the  Will,  I  fee  not  any 
Defeat  the  former  can  have ,  befides  Nar- 
rownefs,  and  a  Difability  to  extend  it  felf 
to  many  things,  which  is  indeed  incident  to 
all  Creatures  >  the  brighteft  Intelligence  in 
the  higheft  Order  of-  AngeLs  is  then  defe- 
ctive ,  as  well  as  the  meaneft  Mortal ,  tho' 
in  a  lefs  degree.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  com- 
plained of,  fince  'tis  natural  and  neceflary  $ 
we  may  as  well  defire  to  be  Gods,  as  deflre 
to  know  all  things.  Some  fort  of  Ignorance 
therefore,  or  Non-perception ,  we  cannot 
help.  A  finite  Mind,  fuppofe  it  as  large  as 
you  pleafe,  can  never  extend  it  felf  to  infi- 
nite Truths. 

But  no  doubt  it  is  in  our  Power ,  to  re- 
medy a  great  deal  more  than  we  do ,  and 
probably  a  larger  Range  is  allow'd  us,  than 

the 


Ignorance.  469 

the  moft  a£tive  and  lively  Under  (landing  has 
hitherto  reach'd.  Ignorance  then  cannot  be 
avoided,  but  Error  may  3  we  cannot  judge 
of  things  of  which  we  have  no  Idea,  but  we 
can  fufpend  our  Judgement  about  thofe  of 
which  we  have,  tho'  Clearnefs  and  Evidence 
oblige  us  to  pafs  it.  Indeed,  in  ftri&nefs  of 
Speech,  the  Will,  and  not  the  Underftand- 
ing,  is  blameable  when  we  think  amifs, 
fince  the  latter  oppofes  not  the  Ends  for 
which  God  made  it,  but  readily  extends  it 
felf  as  far  as  it  can,  receiving  fuch  Impref- 
llons  as  are  made  on  it.  'Tis  the  former 
which  dire&s  it  to  fuch  Obje&s ,  that  fills 
up  its  Capacity  with  fuch  Ideas,  as  are  fo- 
reign to  its  Bufinefs,  and  of  no  ufe  to  it,  or 
which  does  not  at  leaft  oppofe  the  Incurfi- 
ons  of  material  Things,  and  deface,  as  much 
as  it  is  able,  thofe  Impreffions  which  fenfible 
Obje&s  leave  in  the  Imagination. 

They  who  apply  themfelves  to  the  Con- 
templation of  Truth ,  will  perhaps  at  fir  ft 
find  a  Contraction,  or  emptinefs  of  Thought, 
and  that  their  Mind  offers  nothing  on  the 
Subject  they  wou'd  confider,.  is  not  ready 
at  unfolding,  nor  in  reprefentingcorrefpon- 
dent  Ideas  to  be  compared  with  ity  is,  as  it 
were,  afleep,.  or  in.  a  Dream^  and  tho'  not 
empty  of  all  Thought,  yet  thinks  nothing 
'clearly  or  to  the  purpofe.  The  primary 
Caufe  of  this,  is  that  Limitation  which  all 
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created  Minds  are  fubje&  to,  which  Limi- 
tation appears  more  vifible  in  fome  than  in 
others  ,  either  becaufe  fome  Minds  are  en- 
dow'd  by  their  Creator  with  a  larger  Capa- 
city than  the  reft  j  or  if  you  are  notinclin'd 
to  think  fo,  then  by  reafon  of  the  bodily 
Indifpofition  of  the  Organs,  which  cramps 
and  contrails  the  Operations  of  the  Mind. 
That  Perfon  whofe  Capacity  of  receiving 
Ideas  is  very  little  >  whofe  Ideas  are  difor- 
der'd  ,  and  not  capable  of  being  fo  difpos'd 
as  that  they  may  be  compar'd ,  in  order  to 
the  forming  of  a  Judgment  ,  is  a  Fool ,  or 
little  better.  If  we  find  this  to  be  our  Cafe, 
and  that  after  frequent  Tryals  there  appeal's 
no  hopes  of  Amendment,  'tis  beft  to  defifty 
we  iliall  but  lofe  our  labour  y  we  may  da 
fome  good  in  an  aftive  Life,  and  Employ- 
ments that  depend  on  the  Body,  but  we  are 
altogether  unfit  for  Contemplation,  and  the 
Exercifes  ©f  the  Mind.  Yet  before  we  give 
out,  let  us  fee  whether  it  be  thus  with  us  in 
nil  Cafes:  Can  we  think  and  argue  rational- 
ly about  a  Drefs ,  an  Intrigue ,  an  Eftate  ? 
Why  then  not  upon  better  Subjects?  The 
way  of  considering  and  meditating  juftly,  is 
the  fame  on  all  Occafions.  'Tis  true,  there 
will  feweft  Ideas  rife,  when  we  woif  d  me- 
ditate on  fuch  Subj efts  as  we  have  been  lead, 
converfant  with;  but  this  is  a  Fault  which 
it  is  in  our  Power  to  remedy,  firft  by  Read- 
ing 
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I  ing  or  Difcourfing,  and  then  by  frequent 
;  unci  ierious  Meditation. 

As  thofe  we  have  been  fpeaking^of  are 
hinder'd  in  their  Search  after  Truth,  thro* 
a  want  of  Ideas ,  fo  there  are  another  fort , 
who  are  not  happy  in  their  Enquiries  ,  on 
account  of  the  multitude  and  Impetuofity  of 
theirs.  Volatilenefs  of  Thought,  very  per- 
nicious to  true  Science,  is  a  Fault,  which 
People  of  warm  Imaginations  anda£Hve  Spi- 
rits are  apt  to  fall  into.  Such  a  Temper  is 
readily  difpos'd  to  receive  Errors,  and  very 
well  qualify'd  to  propagate  them ,  efpecial- 
ly  if  a  Volubility  of  Speech  be  joyn'd  to 
it.  Thefe  ,  thro'  an  immoderate  Nimble* 
nefs  of  Thinking,  skip  from  one  Idea  to  a- 
nother,  without  obferving  due  Order  and 
Connexion.  They  content  themfelves  with 
a  fuperficial  View,  a  random  Glance,  and  de- 
pending on  the  Vigour  of  their  Imagination, 
are  taken  with  Appearance,  never  tarrying 
to  penetrate  the  Subjeft,  or  to  find  out 
Truth,  if  Ihe  floats  not  upon  the  Surface.  A 
multitude  of  Ideas,  not  relating  to  the  mat- 
ter they  defign  to  think  of,  rufh  in  upon 
them,  and  their  eafie  Mind  entertains  all 
Comers,  how  impertinent  foever  :  Inftead 
of  examining  the  Queftion  in  Debate,  they 
are  got  into  the  Clouds,  numbering  the  Ci- 
ties in  the  Moon,,  and  building  airy  CaiUes 
there.    Nor  is  it  eafy  to  cure  this  Defect, 
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fince  it  deceives  others,  as  well  as  thofe  that 
have  it,  with  a  fhew  of  Ingenuity.  The 
Vivacity  of  *fuch  Perfons  makes  their  Con- 
verfation  plaufible  with  thofe  that  confider 
not  much,  tho'  noL  with  the  Judicious.  It 
procures  for  them  the  Charadter  of  a  Wit,, 
but  hinders  them  from  being  wife  :  For 
Truth  is  not  often  found  by  fuch  as  will  not 
take  time  to  examine  her  Counterfeits,  to  di- 
ftinguifh  between  Evidence  and  Probability, 
Realities  and  Appearances,  but  who,  thro* 
a  Conceit  of  their  own  Sharp-fightednefs,, 
think  they  can  pierce  to  the  Bottom  with, 
the  firft  Glance. 

To  cure  this  Diftemper  perfe&ly,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  apply  to  the  Body  as  well  as 
to  the  Mind.  The  animal  Spirits  muft  be 
leflen'd,  or  render'd  more  calm  and  manage- 
able ,  at  leaft  they  muft  not  be  unnaturally 
and  violently  mov'd  by  fuch  a  Diet,  or  fuch 
Paflions,  Defigns  and  Divertifements,  as  are 
likely  to  put  them  in  a  Ferment.  Contem- 
plation requires  a  governable  Body,  a  fedate 
and  fteady  Mind  3  and  the  Body  and  the 
Mind  do  fo  reciprocally  influence  each  other, 
that  we  can  fcarce  keep  the  one  in  tune  if 
the  other  be  out  of  it.  We  can  neither  ob- 
ferve  the  Errors  of  our  Intelleft,  nor  the  Ir- 
regularity of  our  Morals,  while  we  aredar- 
ken'd  by  Fumes,  agitated  with  unruly  Paf- 
lions, or  carry'd  away  with  eager  Defires 

after 
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after  fenfible  Things  and  V anities.  We  muft 
therefore  withdraw  our  Minds  from  the 
World,  from  adhering  to  the  Senfes,  from 
the  Love  of  material  Beings,  of  Pomps  and 
Gaieties ;  for  'tis  thefe  that  ufually  fteal  a- 
way  the  Heart,  that  feduce  the  Mind  to 
fuch  unaccountable  Wandrings ,  and  fo  fill 
up  its  Capacity,  that  they  leave  no  room 
for  Truth,  fo  diftraft  its  Attention,  that  it 
cannot  enquire  after  her.  For  tho'  the  Bo- 
dy does  partly  occafion  this  Fault ,  yet  the 
Will,  no  doubt,  may  in  good  meafure  re- 
medy it ,  by  ufing  its  Authority  to  fix  the 
Underftanding,  on  fuch  Objefts  as  it  wou'd 
have  contemplated }  it  has  a  Rein  which  will 
certainly  curb  this  Wandring ,  if  it  can  but 
be  perfuaded  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Indeed  At- 
tention and  deep  Meditation  are  not  fo  a- 
greeable  to  our  animal  Nature,  do  not  flat- 
ter our  Pride  fo  well  as  this  agreeable  Re- 
veriej  which  gives  us  a  Pretence  to  Know- 
ledge without  taking  much  Pains  to  acquire 
it,  and  does  not  choak  us  with  the  humbling 
Thoughts  of  our  own  Ignorance,  with 
which  we  muft  make  fuch  ado  before  it  can 
be  enlightened :  Yet  without  Attention  and 
ftrift  Examination  we  are  liable  to  falfe 
Judgments  on  every  Occafion,  to  Vanity 
and  Arrogance,  to  impertinent  prating  of 
things  we  do  not  underftand  -y  are  kept  from 
making  a  Progrefs ,  becaufe  we  fancjr  our 
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felves  to  be  at  the  top  already,  and  can  ne- 
ver attain  to  true  Wifdom.  If  for  the  fu- 
ture then  we  wou'd  think  to  purpofe,  we 
mufl  fuffer  our  felves  to  be  convinc'd,  how 
oft  we  have  already  thought  to  none ,  fu- 
fpe£t  our  Quicknefs ,  and  not  give  our  de- 
fultory  Imagination  leave  to  ramble. 

That  we  may  the  better  reftrain  it,  let  us 
confider,  what  a  lofs  of  Time  and  Study 
fuch  irregular  and  ufelefs  Thoughts  occali- 
on,  what  a  Reproach  they  are  to  our  Rea- 
fon5  how  they  cheat  us  with  a  iliew  of  Know- 
ledge, which,  fo  long  as  we  are  under  the 
Power  of  this  giddy  Temper,  will  inevita- 
bly efcape  us.    And  if  to  this  we  add  a  fe- 
rious  Perufal  of  fuch  Books  as  are  not  loofe- 
ly  writ ,  but  require  an  attentive  and  awa- 
ken'd  Mind  to  apprehend ,  and  to  take  in 
the  whole  Force  of  them,  obliging  our  felves 
to  underftand  them  thoroughly,  fo  as  to  be 
able  to  give  a  juft  Account  of  them  to  our 
felves,  or  rather  to  fome  other  Perfon,  intel- 
ligent enough  to  take  it,  and  correft  our 
JMiftakcsj  'tis  to  be  hop'd  we  fhall  obtain 
a  due  Poife  of  Mind,  and  be  able  to  direft 
our  Thoughts  to  the  thorough  Difcuffion 
of  fuch  Obje£ts  as  we  wou'd  examine.  Such 
Books,  I  mean,  as  are  fuller  of  Matter  than 
Words,  which  diffufe  a  Light  thro'  every 
part  of  the  Subjed  treated  of,   do  not 
skim,  but  penetrate  it  to  the  Bottom  >  yet 
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,  fo,  as  to  leave  fomewhat  to  be  wrought  out 
•  by  the  Reader's  own  Meditation  ->  fuch  as 
are  writ  with  Order  and  Connexion,  the 
Strength  of  whofe  Arguments  cannot  be  fuf- 
:  ficiently  felt,  unlets  we  remember  and  com- 
pare the  whole  Syftem. 

Volatilenefs  of  Thought  occafions  Rafh- 
nefs  and  Precipitation  in  our  Judgements, 
as  alfo  a  too  great  Conceit  of  ourffelves: 
All  the  Irregularities  of  our  Will  proceed 
from  thefe  falfe  Judgments,  thro'  want  of 
Conlideration ,  or  a  partial  Examination 
when  we  do  confider.  For  did  we  confider 
with  any  manner  of  Attention ,  we  cou'd 
not  be  fo  abfur'd  as  to  call  Evil  Good,  and 
chufe  it  as  fuch ,  or  prefer  a  lefs  Good  be- 
fore a  greater,  a  poor  momentary  Trifle, 
before  the  Purity  and  Perfeftion  of  our 
Mind.  We  feet  no.  farther  than  the  firffc 
Appearances  of  Truth  and  Good:  Here  we 
flop,  allowing  neither  Time  nor  Thought 
to  fearch  to  the  bottom,  and  to  pull  off 
thofe  Difguifes  which  impofe  on  us.  This 
Precipitation  is  what  gives  Birth  to  all  our 
Errors,  which  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  hafty 
and  injudicious  Sentence,  a  miftaking  one 
thing  for  another,  fuppofing  an  Agreement 
or  Difparity  among  Ideas  and  their  Relati- 
ons, where  in  Reality  there  is  none,  occa- 
fion'd  by  an  imperfect  and  curfory  View  of 
them.    And  tho'  .there  are  other  things 
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which  may  be  faid  to  lead  us  into  Error,  1^ 
yet  they  do  it  only  as  they  lead  us  into  rafn.  1  \ 
and  precipitate  Judgments.  We  love  Gran-  1  ' 
deur,  and  every  thing  that  feeds  our  good  |  c 
Opinion  of  our  felves,  and  therefore  wou'd 
judge  off-hand  5  fuppofing  it  a  Difparage- 
ment  to  our  Underftandings  to  be  long  in 
examining  >  fo  that  we  greedily  embrace 
whatever  feems  to  carry  Evidence  enough 
for  a  fpeedy  Determination,  how  flight  and 
fuperficial  foever  it  be  5  whereas  did  we  calm-  I 
ly  and  deliberately  examine  our  Evidence,  ; 
and  how  far  thofe  Motives  we  are  a&ed  by 
ought  to  influence,  we  ihou'd  not  be  liable  B 
to,  this  Seduction  :   For  by  this  means  the  | 
Impetuofity  of  a  warm  Imagination  wou'd  1 
be  cooPd,  and  the  . Extravagancies  of  a  dis- 
orderly one  regulated.    We  fhou'd  not  be 
deceiv'd  by  the  Report  of  our  Senfes,  the 
Prejudices  of  Education,  our  own  private 
Intereft,  and  Readinefs  to  receive  the  Opi- 
nions, whether  true  or  falfe,  of  thofe  we  | 
love,  or  wou'd  appear  to  love,  becaufe  we  \ 
think  they  will  ferve  us  in  that  Intereft.  ] 
Our  inordinate  Thirft  after  a  great  Reputa- 
tion, or  the  Power  and  Riches,  the  Gran- 
deurs and  Pleafures  of  this  World,  wou'd 
no  longer  diflipate  our  Thoughts  and  di-  j 
flra£t  our  Attention,  for  we  fhou'd  be  then  j 
fenfible  how  little  Concern  is  due  to  them. 
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Whatever  falfe  Principle  we  embrace, 
[whatever  wrong  Conclufion  we  draw  from 
true  ones,  is  a  Difparagement  to  our  think- 
iing  Power,  a  Weaknefs  of  Judgment  pro- 
ceeding from  a  confus'd  and  imperfect  View 
;of  things,  as  that  does  for  want  of  Attenti- 
on, and  a  hafty  and  impartial  Examination. 
It  were  endlefs  to  reckon  up  all  the  falfe  Ma- 
xims and  Reafonings  we  fall  into ,  the  ge- 
neral Caufes  have  been  already  mention'd , 
the  Particulars  are  as  many  as  thofe  feveral 
Compolitions  which  arife  from  the  various 
Mixtures  of  the  Paffions,  Interefts,  Educa- 
tion, Converfation  and  Reading,  &c.  of 
particular  Perfons.  The  beft  way  I  can  think 
of  to  improve  the  Underftanding ,  and  to 
guard  it  againft  all  Errors,  whatever  Caufe 
they  proceed  from,  is  to  regulate  the  Will, 
whofe  Office  it  is  to  determine  the  Under- 
ftanding to  fach  and  fuch  Ideas,  and  to  flay 
it  in  the  Confideration  of  them  fo  long,  as 
is  necefiary  to  the  Difcovery  of  Truth  5  for 
if  the  Will  be  right,  the  Underftanding  can- 
not  be  guilty  of  any  palpable  Error.  We 
fhou'd  not  judge  of  any  thing  which  we  do 
not  apprehend ,  we  ftiou'd  fufpend  our  Af- 
fent,  till  we  fee  juft  Caufe  to  give  it ,  and 
determine  nothing,  till  the  Strength  and 
Clearnefs  of  the  Evidence  oblige  us  to  it. 
We  fhou'd  withdraw  our  felves,  as  much 
:  as  may  be,  from  corporeal  things,  that  pure 
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Reafonmay  be  heard  the  better.  We  fhou'd 
make  that  Ufe  of  our  Senfes  for  which  they 
were  defign'd  and  fitted,  the  Prefervation 
of  the  Body,  but  not  depend  on  their  Te- 
ftimony  in  our  Enquiries  after  Truth.  We 
fhou'd  particularly  diveft  our  felves  of  mi- 
ftaken  Self-love,  little  Ends,  and  mean  De- 
figns,  and  keep  our  Inclinations  and  Paffions 
under  Government.  We  fhou'd  not  engage 
our  felves  fo  far  in  any  Party  or  Opinion,  as 
to  make  it  in  a  manner  neceflary  that  that 
fhou'd  be  right,  left  from  wifhing  it  were, 
we  come  at  laft  to  perfuade  our  felves  it  is^ 
fo.  We  fhou'd  be  paffionately  in  Love  with* 
Truth,  as  being  thoroughly  fenfible  of  her 
Excellency  and  Beauty.  We  fhou'd  embrace 
her,  howoppofite  foever  fhe  may  fometimes 
be  to  our  Humours  and  Defigns,  to  bring 
thefe  over  to  her,  and  never  attempt  to 
make  her  truckle  to  them.  We  fhou'd  be 
fo  far  from  difliking  a  Truth  becaufe  it 
touches  us  home,  and  lays  open  our  tender- 
eft  and  deareft  Corruption,  as,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  prize  it  the  more,  by  how  much 
the  more  plainly  it  fhews  us  our  Errors  and 
Mifcarriages.  Thefe  are  the  Truths  it  con- 
cerns us  moll  to  know  :  It  is  not  material 
to  us  what  other  Peoples  Opinions  are,  any 
farther  than  as  the  Knowledge  of  their  Sen- 
timents may  correct  ourMiltakes:  And  the 
higher  our  Station  is  in  the  World,  fo  much 
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the  greater  Need  have  we  to  be  curious  in 
this  Particular. 

The  mean  and  inconflderable  often  (tum- 
ble on  Truth,  when  they.feek  not  after  her, 
but  fhe  is  commonly  kept  out  of  the  way, 
and  induftrioufly  conceal'd  from  the  Great 
and  Mighty,  either  out  of  Defign  or  Envy  $ 
for  whoever  wou'd  make  a  Property  of  ano- 
ther, muft  by  all  means  conceal  the  Truth 
from  him,  and  they  who  envy  their  Neigh- 
bour's Pre-eminence  in  other  things,  are 
willing  themfelves  to  excell  inExa&nefs  of 
Judgment,  which  they  think,   and  very 
truly,  to  be  the  greatelt  Excellency.  To 
help  forward  this  Deception,  the  Great, 
inftead  of  being  induftrious  in  finding  out 
theTruth,  are  generally  very  impatient  when 
they  meet  with  her.    She  does  not  treat 
them  fo  tenderly  and  familiarly  as  their  Flat- 
terers do.    There  is  in  her  that  which  us'd 
to  be  the  Character  of  our  Nation,  an  honeft 
Plainnefs  and  Sincerity,  Opennefs  and  blunt 
Familiarity.    She  cannot  mould  herfelf  into 
all  Shapes  to  be  render' d  agreeable,  but, 
Handing  on  her  native  Worth,  is  regardlefs 
of  Outlide  and  Varnifh. 

As  to  the  Method  of  Thinking,  we  fhall 
not  lend  you  farther  than  your  own  Minds 
to  learn  this  natural  Logick.  You  may,  if 
you  pleafe,  take  in  the  Afliftance  of  fome 
well  choien  Book,  but  a  good,  natural  Rea- 
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fon,  after  all,  is  the  beft  Dire&or :  With- 
out this,  you  will  fcarce  argue  well,  tho' 
you  had  the  choiceft  Books  and  Tutors  to 
itiflruft  you  >  but  with  it  you  may,  tho'  you 
happen  to  be  deftitute  of  the  other  :  For, 
as  the  judicious  Author  of  The  Art  of  Thinking 
well  obferves,  Thefe  Operations  of  'the  Mind 
proceed  merely  from  Nature,  and  that  fome- 
times  more  perfectly  from  thofe  who  are  alto- 
gether ignorant  ofLogicky  than  from  thofe  who 
have  learn" d  it. 

That  which  we  propofe  in  all  our  Medi- 
tations and  Reafonings,  is  either  to  deduce 
fome  Truth  we  are  in  fearch  of,  from  fuch 
Principles  as  we  are  already  acquainted  with, 
or  elfe  to  difpofe  our  Thoughts  and  Reafon- 
ings in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  con- 
vince others  of  thofe  Truths  which  we  our 
felves  are  convinc'd  of.  Other  Defigns,  in- 
deed, Mten  may  have,  fuch  as  the  Mainte- 
nance of  their  own  Opinions,  Actions  and 
Parties,  without  Regard  to  the  Truth  and 
Juftice  of  them,  or  the  Sedu£Hon  of  their 
unwary  Neighbours  5  but  thefe  are  mean 
and  bafe  ones,  beneath  a  Man,  much  more 
a  Chriftian,  who  is,  or  ought  to  be,  en- 
dow'd  with  greater  Integrity  and  Inge- 
nuity. 

NowReafoning  being  nothing  elfe  but  a 
Comparifon  of  Ideas,  and  a  deducing  of 
Concisions  from  clear  and  evident  Princi- 
ples, 
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pies,  it  is  in  the  firft  Place  requifite,  that 
our  Ideas  be  clear  and  juft,  and  our  Princi- 
ples true,  elfe  all  our  Difcourfe  will  be  Noi> 
fenfe  and  Abfurdity,  Falfhood  and  Error. 
That  our  Ideas  may  be  right,  we  have  no 
more  to  do  but  to  look  into  our  own  Minds, 
having,  as  was  faid  above,  laid  afide  all  Pre- 
judices, and  whatever  may  give  a  falfe 
Tin&ure  to  our  Light ;  there  we  fhall  find 
a  clear  and  lively  Reprefentation  of  what  we 
feek  for,  unfophifticated  with  the  Drofs  of 
falfe  Definitions  and  unintelligible  Expref- 
fions.  But  we  mull  not  imagine  that  a 
tranfient  View  will  ferve  the  turn ,  or  that 
our  Eye  will  be  enlighten'd  if  it  be  not  fix'd  : 
For  tho'  Truth  be  exceeding  bright,  yet 
iince  our  Prejudices  and  Paffions  have  dar- 
kened our  Eye-light,  it  requires  no  little 
Pains  and  Application  of  Mind  to  find  her 
out,  the  Negledt  of  which  Application  is 
the  reafon  that  we  have  fo  little  Truth,  and 
that  the  little  we  have  is  almoft  loft  in  that 
Rubbiih  of  Error  which  is  mingled  with  it. 
Since  Truth  is  fo  near  at  Hand,  fince  we 
are  not  oblig'd  to  tumble  over  many  Authors, 
to  hunt  after  every  celebrated  Genius,  but 
may  have  it  by  enquiring  after  it  in  our  own 
Breafts,  are  we  not  inexcufable  if  w^edo  not 
obtain  it  ?  Are  we  not  unworthy  of  Com- 
panion, if  we  fuffer  our  Underftandings  to 
be  over-run  with  Error  ?  Indeed  it  leems 
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moft  reafonable  and  moft  agreeable  to  the 
Wifdom  and  Equity  of  the  divine  Operati- 
ons, that  every  one  fhou'd  have  a  Teacher 
in  his  own  Bofom,  who  will,  if  they  feri- 
oufly  apply  themfelves  to  him  ,  immedi- 
ately enlighten  them  fo  far  as  is  necefTary, 
and  direct  them  to  fuch  Means  as  are  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  Inftru&ion,  both  in  human 
and  divine  Truths :  For,  as  to  the  latter, 
Reafon,  if  it  be  right  and  folid,  will  not 
pretend  to  be  our  fole  Inftru&or,  but  will 
fend  us  to  divine  Revelation  when  it  may 
be  had. 

God  does  nothing  in  vain  :  He  gives  no 
Power  or  Faculty  which  he  has  not  allotted 
to  fome  proportionate  Ufe  5  and  therefore 
if  he  has  given  to  Mankind  g  rational  Mind, 
every  individual  Underftanding  ought  to  be 
employ'd  in  fomewhat  worthy  of  it.  The 
meaneit  Perfon  fliou'd  think  as  juftly,  tho' 
not  as  copioully,  as  the  greatefb  Philofo- 
pher.  And  if  the  Underftanding  be  made 
for  the  Contemplation  of  Truth,  (and  I  know 
not  what  elfe  it  can  be  made  for,)  either  there 
are  many  Underftandings  who  are  never  able 
to  attain  what  they  were  defign'd  and  fitted 
for,  which  is  contrary  to  the  Supposition 
that  God  made  nothing  in  vain,  or  elfe  the 
very  meaneft  muft  be  put  in  a  way  of  at- 
taining it.  Now  how  can  this  be,  if  al! 
that  goes  to  the  Compofition  of  a  knowing 
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Man  in  the  Account  of  the  World,  be  necei- 
fary  to  make  one  fo  ?  All  have  not  Leifure 
to  learn  Languages,  and  pore  on  Books, 
nor  Opportunity  to  converfe  with  the  Lear- 
ned :  But  all  may  Think^  may  ufe  their  own 
Faculties  rightly,  and  confult  the  Matter 
who  is  within  them. 

By  Ideas  we  fometimes  underftand  in  ge- 
neral all  that  which  is  the  immediate  Object 
of  the  Mind,  whatever  it  perceives  }  and  in 
this  large  Senfe  it  may  take  in  all  Thought, 
all  that  we  are  any  ways  capable  of  difcern- 
ing  :  So  when  we  fay  we  have  no  Idea  of 
a  Thing,  'tis  as  much  as  to  fay  we  know 
nothing  of  the  matter.  Again,  it  is  more 
ftri£lly  taken  for  that  which  reprefents  to 
the  Mind  fome  Objeft  diftin£t  from  it,  whe- 
ther clearly  or  confufedly  :  When  this  is  its 
Import,  our  Knowledge  is  faid  to  be  as  clear 
as  our  Ideas  are  :  For  that  Idea  which  repre- 
fents a  Thing  fo  clearly,  that  by  an  attent 
and  fimple  View  we  may  difcern  its  Proper- 
ties and  Modifications,  at  leaftfo  far  as  they 
can  be  known,  is  never  falfe.  All  our  Cer- 
tainty and  Evidence  depend  upon  it ;  if  we 
know  not  truly  what  is  thus  reprefented  to 
our  Minds,  we  know  nothing.  Thus  the 
Idea  of  Equality  between  two  and  two  is 
fo  evident,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  doubt  of 
it  y  no  Argument  cou'd  convince  us  of  the 
contrary,   nor  be  able  to  perfuade  us  the 
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lame  may  be  found  between  two  and  1 
three. 

And  as  fuch  an  Idea  as  this  is  never  falfe, 
fo  neither  can  any  Idea  be  laid  to  be  fo,  if 
by  £jalfe  we  mean  that  which  has  no  Exi-  \ 
ftence.  Our  Idea  certainly  #xifts,  tho'  there 
be  not  any  thing  in  Nature  correfpondent 
to  it :  For  tho'  there  be  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
golden  Mountain,  yet  when  I  think  of  one, 
'tis  certain  I  have  an  Idea  of  it. 

Our  Ideas  are  then  faid  to  be  falfe,  or  ra- 
ther wrong,  when  they  have  no  Confor- 
mity to  the  real  Nature  of  the  tiling  whofe 
Name  they  bear.    So  that,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  it  is  not  the  Idea,  but  the  Judgment 
that  is  falfe.    We  err  in  fuppofing  that  our 
Idea  is  anfwerableto  fomething  without  us, 
when  it  is  not.    In  fimple  Perceptions  we 
are  not  often  deceiv'd,  but  we  frequently 
miftake  in  compounding  them,  by  uniting 
feveral  things  which  have  no  Agreement  ,  j 
and  feparating  others  which  are  efTential-  j 
ly  united.    Indeed  it  may  happen  ,    that  j 
our  Perceptions  are  faulty  fometimes,  thro' 
the  Indifpolition  of  the  Organs  or  Faculties. 
Thus  a  Man  who  has  the  Jaundice,  fees  e-  1 
very  thing  ting'd  with  yellow  }  yet  even 
here  the  Error  is  not  in  the  (Imple  Idea,  but  • 
in  the  compound  one  ->  for  we  do  not  mi- 
ftake when  we  fay  the  Objecl  appears  yellow 
to  our  Sight,  tho'  we  do,  when  we  affirm 
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that  it  does,  or  ought  to  do  fo  to  others.  So 
again,  when  the  Mind  does  not  fufficiently 
attend  to  her  Ideas,  nor  examine  them  on 
all  fides,  'tis  very  likely  ihe  will  think  amiis ; 
but  this  alio  is  a  falfe  Judgment,  that  which 
is  amifs  in  the  Perception  being  rather  the 
fnadequatenefs  than  the  Falfhood.  Thus, 
in  many  Cafes,  we  enquire  no  farther  than 
whether  an  A6tion  be  not  direftly  forbidden, 
and  if  we  do  not  find  it  abfolutelv  unlawful, 
we  think  that  fufficient  to  authorize  the 
Pra£Hce<of  it,  not  confidering  it  as  we  ought 
to  do,  cloath'd  with  the  Circumftances  of 
Scandal,  Temptation,  which  place  it 
in  the  fame  Clafles  with  things  unlawful,  at 
leaft  make  it  fo  to  us. 

Rational  Creatures  Ihou'd  endeavour  to 
have  right  Ideas  of  every  thing  that  comes 
under  their  Cognizance,  but  yet  our  Ideas  of 
Morality,  our  Thoughts  about  Religion  are 
thofe  which  we  fhou'd  with  greateit  Speed 
and  Diligence  rectify  ,  becaufe  they  are 
moft  important  >  the  Life  to  come,  as  v/ell 
as  the  Occurrences  of.  this,  depending  on 
them.  We  fhou'd  fearch  for  Truth  in  our 
moft  abftra£led  Speculations,  but  it  concerns 
us  nearly  to  follow  her  clofe  in  what  relates 
to  the  Conduct  of  our  Lives :  For  the  main 
thing  we  are  to  drive  at  in  all  our  Studies, 
and  that  which  is  the  greateft  Improvement 
of  our  Underftandings,  is  the  Art  of  Pru- 
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dcnce,  the  being  all  of  a  Piece,  managing 
all  our  Words  and  A£Hons  as  it  becomes 
wife  Pcrfons,  and  good  Chriftians. 

Yet  in  this  we  are  commonly  moft  faul- 
ty 3  for  befides  the  deceits  of  our  Paflions, 
our  Ideas  of  particular  Vcrtucs  and  Vices, 
Goods  and  Evils,  being  anaflemblage  of  di- 
vers {imple  Perceptions,  and  including  fe~ 
veral  Judgments,  are  therefore  liable  to  mi- 
itake,  and  much  more  fo,  confidering  how 
we  commonly  come  by  them.  We  hear 
the  word  that  ftands  for  fuch  a  thing,  fup- 
pofe  Honour  \  and  then  inltead  of  enqui- 
ring what  it  is  at  the  Fountain  Head,  the 
Oracles  of  God,  and  our  own,  or  the  impar- 
tial Reafon  of  the  wifell  and  the  bed  5  Cu- 
ftom  and  the  Obfervations  we  make  on  the 
pra&ice  of  flich  as  pretend  to  it,  form  our 
Idea,  which  is  feldom  a  right  one,  the  Opi- 
nions and  Pra&ices  of  the  World  being  ve- 
ry fallacious,  and  many  times  quite  oppofite 
to  the  dilates  of  Reafon,  wou'd  we  but 
give  ear  to  them.  For  what  a  ftrange  di- 
itorted  Idea  of  Honour  muft  they  needs 
have,  who  can  think  it  honourable  to  break 
a  Vow  that  ought  to  be  kept,  and  difho- 
nourable  to  get  loofe  from  an  Engagement 
that  ought  to  be  broken  ?  Who  can  bear 
to  be  tax'd  with  a  Lye,  *and  yet  never  think 
fit  to  keep  their  word  ?  What  do  they  think 
of  Greatnef^  who  fupport  their  Pomp  at 
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the  expence  of  the  Groans  and  Tears  of 
many  injur'd  Families  ?  What  is  their  Idea 
of  Heaven,  who  profefs  to  believe  fuch  a 
thing,  and  yet  never  endeavour  to  qualifie 
themfelves  for  the  enjoyment  of  it  ?  Have 
they  any  Idea  at  all  of  thele  things  when 
they  fpeak  of  them  ?  or  if  they  have,  is  it 
not  a  very  falfe  one  ? 

Now  that  we  may  avoid  miftake  the  bet- 
ter, and  becaufe  we  ufually  joyn  Words  to 
our  Ideas,  even  when  we  only  meditate,, 
we  fhould  free  them  from  all  equivocation, 
not  make  ufe  of  any  word  which  has  not  a 
diftinft  Idea  annex'd  to  it ;  and  where  Cu- 
flora  has  joyn'd  many  Ideas  to  one  word, 
carefully  feparate  and  diftinguifh  them .  For 
if  our  words  be  equivocal,  how  can  we 
by  pronouncing  fuch  and  fuch,  excite  the 
fame  Idea  in  another,  that  is  in  our  own 
Mind,  which  is  the  end  of  Speech  -y  and 
confequently  how  can  we  be  underftood  if 
fometimes  we  annex  one  Idea  to  a  word,, 
and  fometimes  another?  We  may  for  ever 
wrangle  with  thofe,  who  perhaps  wou'd  be 
found  to  agree  with  us  if  we  underftood 
each  other,  but  can  neither  convince  themy 
nor  clear  up  the  Matter  to  our  own  Mind. 
For  inftance,  ftiou'd  I  difpute  whether  Evil 
were  to  be  chofen  ?  without  defining  what 
I  mean  by  Evil,  which  is  a  word  cuiioma- 
rily  apply'd  to  Things  of  different  Natures* 
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and  fhould  conclude  in  the  affirmative* 
meaning  at  the  fame  time  the  evil  of  P*ins, 
or  any  Corporal  Lofs  or  Punifhment  \   I  ! 
were  not  miftakenj   tho'  another  Perfon  ! 
who  annexes  no  other  Idea  but  that  of  Sin 
to  the  word  Evil,  might  juftly  contradict 
me,  and  fay  that  I  was.    Or  if  in  the  pro- 
cefs  of  my  Difcourfe,  I  fhould  without  gi- 
ving notice  of  it,  fubftitute  the  Idea  of  Sin  i 
inftead  of  that  of  Pain,  when  I  mention  Evil, 
I  fhould  argue  falfly  •>  for  it  is  a  Maxim  that 
we  may  chufe  alefsEvil,  to  avoid  a  greater, 
if  both  of  them  be  Corporal  Evils,  or  if 
one  of  them  be  fo,  and  we  chufe  it  to  avoid 
a  Sin,  between  which,  and  the  Evil  of  Pain 
there  is  no  Companion  :  But  if  the  two 
Evils  proposed  to  our  Choice  be  both  of  | 
them  finful,  that  Principle  will  not  hold,  | 
we  muft  chufe  neither,  whatever  comes  of 
it.  Sin  being  eligible  no  manner  of  way. 

Thus  are  our  Ideas  often  thought  to  be 
falfe,  when  the  fault  is  really  in  our  Lan- 
guage 5  we  make  ufe  of  Words  without 
]oining  any,  or  only  lofe  and  indeterminate 
Ideas  to  them,  prating  like  Parrots  who 
can  modify  Sounds,  pronounce  Syllables, 
and  fometimes  martial  them  as  a  Man  wou'd, 
tho'  without  the  Ufe  of  Reafon,  or  under- 
Handing  any  thing  by  them.  Thus,  after 
a  long  Difcourfe,  and  many  fine  Words,  our 
Hearer  may  juftly  ask  us,  what  we  have  been 
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laying  ?  And  what  it  is  we  wou'd  be  at  ?  And 
fo  a  great  Part  of  the  good  Breeding  of  the 
World,  many  elegant  Complements  pafs 
for  nothing  $  they  have  no  Meaning,  or  if 
they  have,  'tis  quite  contrary  to  what  the 
Words  in  other  Cafes  fignifie. 

From  the  Comparifon  of  two  or  more 
Ideas  clearly  conceiv'd,  arifes  a  Judgment,, 
which  we  may  lay  down  for  a  Principle ,  and 
as  we  have  occafion,  argue  from  it:  Always 
obferving,  that  thofe  Judgments  which  we 
take  for  Axioms  and  Principles,  be  fuch  as 
carry  the  higheft  Evidence  and  Convi&i- 
on,  fuch  as  every  one  who  will  but  in  the 
lealt  attend,  may  clearly  fee ,  and  be  fully 
convinc'd  of,  and  which  need  no  other 
Idea  for  their  Demonftration.    Thus  from 
the  Agreement  which  we  plainly  perceive 
between  the  Ideas  of  God,  and  of  Goodnefs 
fingly  conflder'd,  wedifcern,  that  they  may 
be  join'd  together,  fo  as  to  form  this  Pro- 
pofition,  Thctf  God  is  Good  :  And  from  the 
evident  Difparity  that  is  between  God  and 
Injuftice>  we  learn  to  affirm  this  other  r 
That  he  is  not  UnjuB.    And  fo  long  as  v/e 
judge  of  nothing  but  what  we  fee  clearly* 
we  cannot  be  miftaken  in  our  Judgments  $ 
we  may  indeed  in  thofe  Reafonings  andDe- 
duftions  we  draw  from  them,  if  we  are  ig- 
norant of  the  Laws  of  Argumentation,  or 
negligent  in  the  Obfervation  of  them. 

Y  5-  The 
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The  firft  and  principal  Thing  therefore  to 
be  obferved  in  all  the  Operations  of  the  Mind 
is,  that  we  determine  nothing  about  thofe 
things  of  which  we  have  not  a  clear  Idea, 
and  as  diftin£t  as  the  Nature  of  the  Subjeft 
will  permits  for  we  cannot  properly  be  faid 
to  know  any  thing  which  does  not  clearly 
and  evidently  appear  to  us.  Whatever  we 
fee  diffcinctly,  we  likewife  fee  clearly,  Di- 
ilinftion  always  including  Clearnefs,  tho' 
Clearnefs  does  not  neceflarily  include  Di- 
stinction, there  being  many  Obje£ts  clear  to 
the  View  of  the  Mind,  which  yet  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  diftinft.  We  may  have  a 
clear,  but  not  a  diftinft  and  perfect  Idea  of 
God  and  our  own  Souls ;  their  Exiftence 
and  fome  of  their  Properties  and  Attributes 
may  be  certainly  and  indubitably  known  -y 
but  we  cannot  know  the  Nature  of  our 
Souls  diftinftly  ,  and  lefs  that  of  God  , 
becaufe  his  is  infinite.  Now  where  our 
Knowledge  is  diftin£t,  we  may  boldly  deny 
of  a  Subject,  all  that  which  after  a  care- 
ful Examination  we  find  not  in  it :  But 
where  our  Knowledge  is  only  clear,  and 
not  diftinct,  tho'  we  may  fafely  affirm 
whu  we  fee  5  yet  we  cannot,  without  a 
hardy  Prefumption,  deny  of  it  what  we  fee 
not. 

As  Judgments  are  form'd  by  the  compa- 
ring of  Ideas,  fo  Reafoning  or  Difcourfe 
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arifes  from  the  Comparifon  or  Combination 
of  feveral  Judgments.  Nature  teaches  us, 
when  we  cannot  find  out  what  Relation  one 
Idea  bears  to  another  by  a  Ample  View,  or 
bare  Comparifon,  to  feek  for  a  common 
Meafure,  or  third  Idea,  which,  relating  to 
the  other  two,  we  may,  by  comparing  it 
with  each  of  them,  difcern  wherein  they 
agree  or  differ.  Our  Invention  difcovers  it- 
felf  in  propofing  readily  apt  Ideas  for  this 
middle  Terms  our  Judgment  in  making 
choice  of  fuch  as  are  cleareft  and  mod  to 
our  Purpofe,  and  the  Excellency  of  our 
Reafoning  confifts  in- our  Skill  and  Dexte- 
rity in  applying  them. 

Invention  indeed  is  the  hardeft  Part: 
when  Proofs  are  found ,  it  is  not  very  diffi- 
cult to  manage  them  :  And  to  know  pre- 
cifely  wherein  their  Nature  confifts,  may 
help  us  fomewhat  in  our  Enquiries  after 
them.  An  intermediate  Idea  then  which 
can  make  out  an  Agreement  between  other 
Ideas,  rauft  be  equivalent  to,  and  yet  diftin6b 
from,  thofe  we  compare  by  it.  Where 
Ideas  agree,  it  will  not  be  hard  to  find  fuclr 
an  equivalent,  and  if,  after  diligent  Search, 
we  cannot  meet  with  any,  'tis  a  pretty  fure 
Sign  that  they  do  not  agree.  It  is  not  in- 
deed neceflary  that  our  middle  Idea  be  equi- 
valent in  all  Refpe&s  y  'tis  enough  if  it  be 
in  fuch  as  make  the  Comparifon :  And  when; 

Y  6  it 


49 i  Ignorance. 

it  is  fo  to  one  of  the  compound  Ideas,  but 
not  to  the  other,  that  is  a  Proof  that  they 
do  not  agree  among  themfelves. 

All  the  Commerce  and  Intercource  of  the 
World  is  manag'd  by  equivalent  Conver- 
sion, as  well  as  Traffick.  Why  do  we 
truft  our  Friends,  but  becaufe  their  Truth 
and  Honefty  appear  to  us  equivalent  to  the 
Confidence  wre  repofe  in  them  ?  Why  do 
we  perform  good  Offices  to  others,  but  be- 
caufe there  is  a  Proportion  between  them 
and  the  Merit  of  the  Perfon,  or  our  own 
Circumftances  ?  And  as  the  way  to  know  the 
Worth  of  things,  is  to  compare  them  one 
with  another,  fo  in  like  manner  we  come 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth  of  them  by 
an  equal  Balancing. 

But  becaufe  Examples  are  more  familiar 
than  Precepts,  as  condefcending  to  fhew  us 
the  very  manner  of  pra&ifing  them ,  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  make  the  matter  in  hand  as 
plain  as  I  can ,  by  fubjoyning  Inftances  to 
the  following  Rules. 

We  have  heard  already  that  a  Medium  is 
neceflary,  when  we  cannot  difcern  the  Re- 
lation that  is  between  two  or  more  Ideas , 
by  Intuition  or  fimple  View.  Cou'd  this  a- 
lone  procure  us  what  we  feek  after,  the 
Addition  of  other  Ideas  wou'd  be  needlefs ; 
fince  to  make  a  fhew  of  Wit,  by  tedious  Ar- 
guings  and  unneceffary  Flouriflies,  does  on- 
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ly  perplex  and  incumber  the  matter,  Intui- 
tion being  the  fimpleft,  and  on  that  account 
the  beft  way  of  knowing. 

Rule  I.  Acquaint  your  [elves  thoroughly 
with  the  ft  ate  of  the  Queftion  -y  have  a  diftintt 
Notion  of  your  Object ^  whatever  it  be^  and  of 
the  "Terms  you  make  ufe  of9  knowing  precifely 
what  it  is  you  drive  at. 

Rule  II.  Cut  off  all  needlefs  Ideas  ,  and 
whatever  has  not  a  necejfary  Connection  to  the 
Matter  under  Confideration  5  which  ferve  on- 
ly to  fill  up  the  Capacity  of  the  Mind,  and 
to  divide  and  diftra&  the  Attention.  From 
the  Negledt  of  this  come  thofe  cauflefs  Di- 
greffions,  tedious  Parenthefes,  and  imperti- 
nent Remarks,  which  we  meet  with  in  fome 
Authors:  For,  as  when  our  Sight  is  diffus'd 
and  extended  to  many  Objects  at  once,  we 
fee  none  of  them  diftin£tly$  fo  when  the 
Mind  grafps  at  every  Idea  that  prefents  it 
felf ,  or  rambles  after  fuch  as  relate  not  to 
its  prefent  Bufinefs ,  it  lofes  its  Hold ,  and 
retains  a  very  feeble  Apprehenfion  of  that 
which  it  ftiou'd  attend.  Some  have  added 
another  Rule ,  That  we  reafon  only  on  thofe 
things  of  which  we  have  clear  Ideas.  But  that 
is  a  Confequence  of  the  firft  $  for  we  can 
by  no  means  underfland  our  Subject,  or  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  State  of  the  Que- 
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494  Ignorance. 

ftion,  unlefs  we  have  a  clear  Idea  of  all  its 
Terms. 

Rule  III.  Conduff  your  Thoughts  by  Or- 
der ;  beginning  with  the  mo  ft  ftmple  and  eafy 
ObjeSlSy  and  afcendingj  as  by  Degrees r  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  more  composed.  Order  makes 
every  thing  eafy,  ftrongand  beautiful.  That 
Superflru&ure  whofe  Foundation  is  not  du- 
ly laid  5  is  not  like  to  laft  or  pleafe  :  Nor 
are  they  likely  to  folve  the  difficult  ,  who 
have  negle&ed,  or  flightly  pad  over  the  ea- 
fy Queftions. 

Rule  IV.  Leave  no  fart  of  your  Subject 
unexamined :.  It  being  as  neceflary  to  confi- 
der  all  that  can  let  in  Light,  as  to  fhut  out 
all  that  is  foreign  to  it.  We  may  ftop  fhort 
of  Truth,  as  well  as  over-ran  it  5  and  tho' 
we  look  never  fo  attentively  on  our  proper 
Objeft ,  if  we  read  but  half  of  it,,  we  may 
be  as  much  miftaken,  as  if  we  extended  our 
Sight  beyond  it.  Some  Obje6ts  agree  very 
well  when  obferv'd  on  one  fide,  which  up- 
on turning  the  other  {hew  a  great  Difpari- 
ty.  Thus  the  right  Angle  of  a  Triangle 
may  be  like  to  one  part  of  a  Square,  but 
compare  the  whole,  and  you  will  find  them 
very  different  Figures.  A"  moral  Action  may 
in  fome  Circumltances,  be  not  only  fit  but 
neceflary,  whicn  in  others ,  where  Time , 
3  Place, 
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Place,  and  the  like,  have  made  an  Alterati- 
on, wou'd  be  moll  improper  >  and  if  we 
venture  to  a6t  on  the  former  Judgment,  we 
ipay  eafily  do  amifs  j  if  we  wou'd  aft  as  we 
ought,  we  muftview  its  new  Face,  and  fee 
with  what  Afpe£t  that  looks  on  us. 

To  this  Rule  belongs  that  of  dividing  the 
Subject  of  our  Meditations  into  as  many  parts 
as  we  can^  and  as  Jhall  be  necejfary  to  under- 
fiand  it  perfectly.  This  indeed  is  moil:  necef- 
fary  in  difficult  Queftions,  which  will  fcarce 
be  unravelPd,  but  in  this  manner  by  pieces  : 
And  let  us  take  care  to  make  exa£t  Reviews, 
and  to  fum  up  our  Evidence  juftly,  be- 
fore we  pafs  Sentence  and  fix  our  Judg- 
ment. 

Rule  V.  Always  keep  your  Subject  direttly 
in  your  Eye^  and  clofely  pur  [tie  it  thro*  all  your 
Progrefs  3  there  being  no  better  fign  of  a 
good  tJnderftanding,  than  thinking  clofely 
and  pertinently,  and  reafoning  dependent- 
ly,  fo  as  to  make  the  former  part  of 
our  Difcourfe  fupport  the  latter  3  and  this 
an  Illurtration  of  that ,  carrying  Light  and  * 
Evidence  in  every  Step  we  take.  The  Ne- 
glect of  this  Rule,  is  the  Caufe  why  our 
Difcoveries  of  Truth  are  feldom  exaci,  that 
fo  much  is  often  laid  to  fo  little  purpofe  , 
and  many  intelligent  and  induftrious  Rea- 
ders, when  they  have  read  over  a  Book,  are 

very 
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very  little  wifer  than  when  they  began  it. 
That  the  two  laft  Rules  may  be  the  better 
obferv'd,  'twill  be  fit  very  often  to  look  o- 
ver  our  Procefs,  fo  far  as  we  have  gone* 
that  fo,  by  rendring  our  Subjeft  familiar, 
we  may  the  fooner  arrive  to  an  exaft  Know- 
ledge of  it. 

Rule  VI.  Judge  no  farther  than  you  per- 
ceive^ and  take  not  any  thing  for  Truth ^  which 
you  do  not  evidently  know  to  be  fo.  Indeed  in 
fome  Cafes  we  are  forc'd  to  content  our 
felves  with  Probability,  but  'twere  well  if 
we  did  fo  only ,  where  'tis  plainly  necefla- 
ry  y  that  is,  when  the  Subject  of  our  Me- 
ditation is  fuch,  as  we  cannot  poffibly  have 
a  certain  Knowledge  of  it,  becaufe  we  are  not 
furnifh'd  with  Proofs,  which  have  a  con- 
ilant  and  immutable  Connexion  with  the 
Ideas  we  apply  them  to  $  or  becaufe  we  can- 
not perceive  it ,  which  is  our  Cafe  in  fuch 
Exigencies,  as  oblige  us  to  aft  prefently  on 
a  curfory  View  of  the  Arguments  propos'd 
to  us ,  where  we  want  time  to  trace  them 
*  to  the  bottom ,  and  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
Means  as  wou'd  difcover  Truth. 

I  cannot  think  we  are  often  driven  to 
fuch  Straits  in  any  confiderable  Affair,  tho' 
I  believe  that  very  many  Subje6ts  may  be 
propos'd  to  lis,  concerning  which  we  can- 
not readily  pafs  our  Judgment ,  either  be- 
caufe 
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caufe  we  never  confider'd  them  before,  or 
becaufe  we  are  wanting  in  fome  Means  that 
lead  to  the  Knowledge  of  them.  In  which 
Cafe  5   Reafon  wills  that  we  fiifpend  our 
Judgment  till  we  can  be  better  inform'd  * 
nor  wou'd  it  have  us  remit  our  Search  af- 
ter Certainty,  even  in  thofe  very  Cafes  ,  in 
which  we  may  fometimes  be  fore'd  to  act 
only  on  probable  Grounds.    For  Reafon 
cannot  reft  fatisfy'd  with  Probabilities  where 
Evidence  is  pofhble  3  our  Paffions  and  Inte- 
refts  may ,  but  that  does  not  incline  us  to 
leave  off*  Inquiring,  left  we  happen  to  meet 
fomewhat  contrary  to  our  Defires.  No, 
Reafon  requires  us  to  continue  our  Enqui- 
ries with  all  the  Induftry  we  can,  till  they 
have  put  us  in  pofleffion  of  Truth,  and  when 
we  have  found  her ,  enjoyn  us  to  follow  her , 
how  oppofite  foever  fhe  may  caufe  our  lat- 
ter A£Hons  to  be  to  our  former.    But  by 
this  we  may  learn,  and  fo  we  may  by  every 
thing,  that  fuch  weak  and  fallible  Creatures 
as  we  are,  befure  to  think  candidly  of  thofe 
whofe  Opinions  and  A£lions  differ  from  our 
own  3  becaufe  we  do  not  know  the  Necef- 
fity  of  their  Affairs,  nor  in  what  illCircum- 
ftances  they  are  plac'd,  in  refpedt  of  Truth . 

The  State  of  the  Queftion  being  diftin£t- 
ly  known,  and  certain  Ideas  fix'd  to  the 
Terms  we  make  ufe  of,  we  {hall  find  fome- 
times, that  the  Difference  which  was  fup- 
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pos'd  to  be  between  the  things  themfelves* 
is  only  in  the  Words,  in  the  feveral  ways  we 
make  ufe  of  to  exprefs  the  fame  Idea. 

If,  upon  looking  into  our  felves,  we  di- 
fcern,  that  thefe  different  Terms  have  but 
one  and  the  fame  Idea,  when  we  have  cor- 
rected our  Expreflions,  the  Controverfy  is* 
at  an  end ,  and  we  need  inquire  no  farther. 
Thus  if  we  are  ask'd,  whether  God  is  infinite- 
ly perfett?  there  needs  no  intermediate  Idea,  I 
to  compare  the  Idea  of  God,  with  that  of 
infinite  Perfection,  fince  we  may  difcern  ; 
them,  on  the  very  firft  View,  to  be  one  and 
the  fame  Idea  differently  exprefs'd  y  which 
to  go  about  to  explain  or  prove,  were  on- 
ly to  cumber  it  with  needlefs  Words,  and  to 
make  what  is  clear ,  obfcure :  For  we  in- 
jure a  Caufe  inltead  of  defending  it,  by  at* 
tempting  an  Explanation  or  Proof  of  things 
fo  clear,  that  as  they  do  not  need,  fo  per- 
haps they  are  not  capable  of  any.  But  if  it 
be  a  Queftion,  Whether  there  is  &  God,  or  a, 
Being  infinitely  perfect?  we  then  are  to  ex- 
amine the  Agreement  between  our  Idea  of 
God,  and  that  of  Exiftence.  Now  this  may 
be  difcern'd  by  Intuition  for  upon  a  View 
of  our  Ideas,  we  find  that  Exiftence  is  a 
Perfection,  and  the  Foundation  of  all  other 
Perfections,  fince  that  which  has  no  Being, 
cannot  be  fuppos'd  to  have  any  Perfection. 
And  tho'  the  Idea  of  ExiftSnce  is  not  ade- 
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quate  to  that  of  Perfection,  yet  the  Idea 
of  Perfection  includes  that  of  Exiftence,  and 
if  That  Idea  were  divided  into  Parts  ,  one 
Part  of  it  would  exaCtly  agree  with  This. 
If  therefore  we  will  allow,  that  any  Being 
is  infinite  in  all  Perfections,  we  cannot  deny 
that  that  Being  exifts :  Exiftence  itfelf  being 
one  Perfection,  and  fuch  a  one  as  all  the  reft 
are  built  upon. 

If  unreafonable  Men  will  farther  demand^ 
Why  is  it  necejfary  that  all  Perfection  Jhou  d 
be  centered  in  one  Being  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that 
it  be  parcelled  out  among  many  ?  And  tho'  it 
be  true,  that  that  Being  which  is  all  Perfecti- 
on, mufl  needs  exijl,  yet  where  is  the  NeceJJi- 
ty  of  an  all-perfett  Being?  We  mull:  then 
look  about  for  Proofs  and  intermediate  Idea% 
and  the  Objection  itfelf  will  furnifh  us  wkh 
one.  For  thofe  Many,  whofe  particular  I- 
deas  itwou'd  havejoyn'd  together,  to  make 
a  Compound  one  of  all  Perfection,  are  no 
other  than  Creatures,  as  will  appear  if  we 
confider  our  Idea  of  particular  Being,  and 
of  Creature;  which  are  fo  far  from  having 
any  thing  to  diftinguifh  them,  that  in  all 
Points  theyrefemble  each  other.  Now  this 
Idea  naturally  fuggefts  to  us  that  of  Creation, 
or  a  Power  of  giving  Being  to  that,  which 
before  the  exerting  of  that  Power,  had  none  $ 
which  Idea,  if  we  ufe  it  as  a  medium ,  will 
ferve  to  difcover  to  us  the  Neceflity  of  an  all- 
perfeCt  Being.  What- 


500  Ignorance. 

Whatever  has  any  Perfe£tion  or  Excel- 
lency, which  is  all  we  mean  here  by  Perfe- 
ction, mull  either  have  it  of  itfelf,  or  de- 
rive it  from  fome  other  Being.   Now  Crea- 
tures cannot  have  their  Perfection,  becaufe 
they  have  not  their  Being  from  themfelves  % 
for  to  fuppofe  that  they  made  themfelves,  is 
an  Abfurdity  too  ridiculous  to  be  fcrioufly 
refuted  5  'tis  to  fuppofe  them  to  be,  and  not 
to  be,  at  the  fame  time,  and  that  when 
they  were  nothing,  they  were  able  to  do  the 
greatefi  Matter.    Nor  can  they  derive  their 
Being  and  Perfection  from  any  other  Crea- 
ture :  For  tho'  fome  particular  Beings  may 
feem  to  be  the  Caufe  of  the  Perfections  of 
others,  as  the  Watch-maker  may  be  faid  to 
be  the  Caufe  of  the  regular  Motions  of  the 
Watch  j  yet  trace  it  a  little  farther,  and 
you  will  find  this  very  Caufe  fhall  need  ano- 
ther,  and  fo  without  end  till  you  come  to 
the  Fountain  Head,  to  that  all  -perfeCt 
Being  ,    who  is  the  laft  Refort  of  our 
Thoughts,  and  in  whom  they  naturally  and 
neceflarily  terminate.    If  to  this  it  be  ob- 
jected,  that  we  as  good  as  affirm  that  this 
all-perfeCt  Being  is  his  own  Maker,  by  fay- 
ing he  is  felf-exillent ,   and  fo  we  fall  into 
the  fame  Abfurdity  which  we  imputed  to 
that  Opinion  which  fuppofes  that  Creatures 
were  their  own  Maker,  the  Reply  is  eafy  : 
We  do  not  fay  he  made  himfelf  >   we  only 

affirm 
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affirm  that  his  Nature  is  fuch,  that  thor  we 
cannot  fufficiently  explain  it,  becaufewe  can- 
not comprehend  it,  yet  thus  much  we  can 
difcern,  thatifhedidnotexiftof  himfelf,  no 
other  Being  could  ever  have  exifted.  Thus 
either  all  muft  be  fwallowed  up  in  an  infi- 
nite Nothing,  if  nothing  can  properly  have 
that  Epithet  >  and  we  muft  fuppofe  that  nei- 
ther we  our  felvefc  nor  any  of  thofe  Crea- 
tures about  us,  ever  had ,  or  ever  can  have 
a  Being  j  which  is  too  ridiculous  to  imagine, 
or  elfe  we  muft  needs  have  Recourfe  to  a 
felf-exifting  Being,  who  is  the  Maker  and 
Lord  of  allThings.  And  fince  Self-exiftence 
muft  of  Neceftity  be  plac'd  fomewhere,  is 
it  not  much  more  natural  and  reafonable  to 
place  it  in  infinite  Perfection,  than  among 
poor  frail  Creatures,  whofe  Origin  we  may 
trace ,  and  whofe  End  we  fee  daily  haften- 

inS? 

Since  there  are  innumerable  Beings  in  the 
World,  which  have  each  of  them  their  fe- 
veral  Excellencies  or  Perfections  3  fince  thefe 
can  no  more  derive  their  Perfections  than 
their  Being  from  themfelves,  or  from  any 
other  Creature  -y  fince  a  felf-exifting  Being 
is  the  Refult  of  our  Thoughts,  the  firlt  and 
only  true  Caufe,  without  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  that  any  thing  fhould  ever  have  exift- 
ed >  fince  Creatures  with  their  Being  receive 
all  that  depends  on  it,  from  him  their  Ma- 
i  kerj 
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ker  \  fince  none  can  give  what  he  has  not, 
and  therefore  he  who  communicates  an  in- 
numerable Variety  of  Perfe£tions  to  his  Crea- 
tures, even  all  that  they  enjoy,  mull:  needs 
entertain  in  himfelf  all  thofe  Beauties  and 
Perfections  he  is  pleas'd  to  communicate  to . 
inferior  Beings :  Nothing  can  be  more  plain 
and  evident  than  that  there  is  a  God ,  and 
that,  the  Exiftence  of  an  ^-perfe6t  Being  is 
abfolutely  neceflary. 

If  fome  are  better  pleas'd  with  the  ufual 
way  of  Syllogifms ,  and  think  an  Argument 
cannot  be  rightly  manag'd  without  one,  for 
their  Satisfaftion ,  we  will  add  another  In- 
ftance. 

Suppofe  the  Queftion  were  put,  Whether 
arichMan  is  happy?  By  a  rich  Man,  under- 
Handing  one  who  poflefles  the  Wealth  and 
good  things  of  this  World ,  and  by  happy, 
the  Enjoyment  of  the  proper  Good  of  Man  $ 
we  compare  the  two  Terms  Riches  and 
Happinefs  together,  to  difcern  if  they  be  fo 
much  one  and  the  fame,  that  what  is  affirmed 
of  the  one,  may  be  faid  of  the  other  5  but  we 
find  they  are  not.  For  if  Riches  and  Hap- 
pinefs were  Terms  convertible,  then  all  who 
are  happy  muft  be  rich ,  and  who  are  rich 
.  muft  be  happy .  To  affirm  the  laft  of  which, 
is  to  beg  the  Queftion ,  and  the  contrary 
appears  by  the  following  Argument,  which 
makes  ufe  of  Satisfaction  with  one's  own  Con- 
dition 
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dition  for  the  middle  Idea  ,  or  common 
Meafure. 

He  who  is  happy  is  fatisfy'd  with  his  Con- 
dition, and  free  from  anxious  Cares  and  Sol- 
licitude  ->  for  thefe  proceeding  from  the 
want  of  Good ,  he  who  enjoys  his  proper 
Good  cannot  be  fubje£fc  to  them.  But 
Riches  do  not  free  us  from  Anxieties  and 
Sollicitude,  they  many  times  encreafe  them : 
therefore  to  be  rich  and  to  be  happy  are  not 
one  and  the  fame  thing. 

Again,  if  there  are  fome  who  are  happy, 
and  yet  not  rich ,  then  Riches  and  Happi- 
nefs  are  two  diftinft  things.  But  a  good 
poor  Man  is  happy  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
God,  who  is  better  to  him  than  thoufands 
of  Gold  and  Silver*,  there  Riches  and  Hap- 
pinefs  are  to  be  diftinguifhed ,  and  we  can- 
not affirm  a  Man  is  happy  becaufe  he  is  rich, 
neither  can  we  deny  it.  Riches,  confider'd 
ablblutely  in  themfelves,  neither  make  a  Man 
happy,  nor  hinder  him  from  being  fo :  They 
contribute  to  his  Happinefs,  or  they  obftrudfc 
it,  according  to  the  life  he  makes  of  them . 

As  for  the  Common  Rules  of  Difputation^ 
they  more  frequently  entangle  than  clear  a 
Queftion  >  nor  is  it  worth  while  to  know 
any  more  of  them  than  may  help  to  guard 
us  from  the  Sophiftry  of  thole  that  ufe  them, 
and  affift  us  in  the  managing  of  fin  Argu- 
ment fairly,  fo  long  as  it  is  tenable,  and  till 

we 
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we  are  driven  from  it  by  the  mere  Dint 
of  Truth.  To  be  able  to  hold  an  Argu- 
men  right  or  wrong ,  may  pafs  with  fome, 
perhaps,  for  the  Chara&er  of  a  good  Dif- 
putant,  but  muft  by  no  means  be  allow'd  to 
be  that  of  a  rational  Perfon.  It  belongs  to 
fuch  to  dete£t,  as  foon  as  may  be,  the  Fal- 
lacies of  an  ill  one ,  and  to  eftablifh  Truth 
with  the  cleared  Evidence..  For  indeed 
Truth,  not  Vi£tory,  is  what  we  fhould  con- 
tend for  in  all  Difputes,  it  being  more  glo- 
rious to  be  overcome  by  her,  than  to  tri- 
umph under  the  Banner  of  Error.  And 
therefore  we  pervert  our  Reafon  ,  when 
we  make  it  the  Instrument  of  an  end- 
lefs  Contention,  by  feeking  after  Quirks 
and  Subtleties,  abufing  equivocal  Terms, 
and  by  pra&ifing  the  refl  of  thofe  little  Arts 
every  Sophifter  is  full  of,  which  are  of  no 
Service  in  the  Difcovery  of  Truth  y  all  they 
can  do  is  to  ward  off  an  Opponent's  Blow, 
to  make  a  Noife,  and  raife  a  Duft,  that  fo 
we  may  efcape  in  the  Hurry ,  our  Foil  be- 
ing undifcovered. 

It  were  endlefs  to  reckon  up  all  the  Fal- 
lacies we  put  on  our  felves,  and  endeavour 
to  obtrude  on  others.  On  our  felves  in  the 
firft  Place  y  for  however  we  may  be  pleas'd 
in  the  Contemplation  of  our  own  Craft,  or 
(to  ufe  thofe  fofter  Names  we  are  apt  to  give 
it)  our  Acutenefs  and  Ingenuity  *  whoe- 
ver 
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ver  attempts  to  impofe  on  others,  is  firft  im- 
pofed  on  himfelf  •,  he  is  cheated  by  fome  of 
thole  grand  Deceivers,  the  World,  theFleft, 
and  the  Devil,  and  made  to  believe  that 
vain  Glory,  fecular  Intereft,  Ambition,  or 
perhaps  Senfuality  or  Revenge,  or  any  the 
like  contemptible  Appetites,  are  preferable 
to  Integrity  and  Truth. 

It  is  to  little  Purpofe  to  guard  our  (elves 
againft  the  Sophifms  of  the  Head,  if  we  lie 
open  to  thofe  of  the  Heart.  One  irregular 
Paflion  will  put  a  greater  Obftacle  between 
us  and  Truth,  than  the  brighteft  Underftan- 
ding  and  cleared  Reafoning  can  eafily  re- 
move.  This  every  one  of  us  is  apt  to  dif- 
cern  in  others,  but  we  are  blind  to  it  in  our 
felves.  We  can  readily  fay  that  it  is  Pride 
or  Obftinacy ,  Intereft  or  Paflion  ,  or  in  a 
Word,  Self-Love,  that  keeps  our  Neigh- 
bour from  Convi&ion,  but  all  this  while  i- 
magine  our  own  Hearts  are  very  clear  of 
them>  tho'  more  impartial  Judges  are  of  a- 
nother  Mind. 

I  wiih  there  were  no  reafon  to  think, 
that  there  are  fome  who  attempt  to  main- 
tain an  Opinion  which  they  know  to  be 
falfe,  or  at  leaft  which  they  have  Caufe  to 
fufpect*  and  therefore  induftrioufly  avoid 
what  would  manifelt  their  Error.  'Tis 
hop'd  however,  that  the  greateit  part  of 
the  Difputers  of  the  World  are  not  of 
Vol.  I.  Z  this 
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this  Number,  and  that  the  Reafon  why 
they  offer  their  Neighbours  fophiftical  Ar- 
guments, is,  becaufe  they  are  not  aware  of 
it  themfelves-5  that  what  makes  them  fo  po- 
fitive  is,  their  firm  Perfuafion  that  they  are 
:a£ted  only  by  a  Zeal  for  God  ,  an  honeft 
Conftanoy  and  ftanch  Integrity  *  tho'  at  the 
very  fame  time  quite  different  Motives  move 
them  under  thefe  Appearances. 

And  indeed  he  muft  be  an  extraordinary 
good  Man,  a  Wonder  fcarce  produc'd  in  an 
Age,  who  has  no  irregular  Paffion  llirring, 
who  receives  no  manner  of  Tinfture  from 
Pride  and  vicious  Self-Love,  to  which  all 
are  fo  prone,  and  which  hide  themfelves  un- 
der fo  many  Difguifes.  Who  is  got  above 
the  World,  its  Terrors  and  Allurements,  has 
laid  up  hisTreafure  in  Heaven,  and  is  fully 
contented  with  his  prefent  Circumftances, 
let  them  be  what  they  will,  having  made 
them  the  Boundaries  of  his  Defires:  Who 
knows  iiow  to  live  on  a  little  very  happily, 
.and  therefore  receives  no  Biafs  from  his  own 
Conveniency ,  nor  is  weighed  down  by  the 
dead  Weight  of  his  Appetites  and  Interefts, 
which  ought  to  be  the  Temper  of  every 
Perfon  who  wou'd  find  out  Truth,  and  who 
defires  to  make  a  right  Judgment  in  all 
things  ?. 

'lis  true,  we  all  pretend  to  this,  and 
think  our  felves  injur'd  if  it  be  not  believ'd> 

we 
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we  are  difinterefted  and  free  from  Paffiom 
that  no  Humour  or  private  End,  nothing 
but  an  honeft  Zeal  for  Truth,  gives  Warmth 
to  our  Difcourfes  -y  and  yet  i.t  often  happens, 
that  before  we  conclude  them,  we  give  oc- 
cafion  to  have  it  thought,  that  how  large 
foever  our  Knowledge  in  other  things  may 
be,  we  are  not  well  acquainted  with  our 
own  Hearts.  All  which  confider'd,  how 
confidently  foever  we  are  perfuaded  of  our 
own  Integrity,  tho'  we  think  we  have  pe- 
netrated to  the  very  bottom  of  our  Hearts, 
it  wou'd  not  be  amifs  to  fufpect  our  felves 
fbmetimes,  and  to  fear  a  Biafs,  even  at  the 
very  inftant  we  take  care  to  avoid  one. 

For  Truth  being  but  one,  and  the  ratio- 
nal Faculties  not  differing  in  Kind  but  in  De- 
gree, tho'  there  may  be  different  Meafures 
of  Underftanding,  there  cou'd  not  be  fuch 
Contradictions  in  Mens  Opinions  as  we  find 
there  are,  even  in  thofe  who  examine,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  who  do  not,  were  they  a&- 
ed  only  by  the  Love  of  Truth,  and  did  not 
Self-Love  perfuade  them  that  theyfhall  find 
their  own  particular  Account  by  fuch  an 
Oppofition.  I  wou'd  not  be  fo  underilood, 
as  if  I  thought  that  in  all  Controverfies  one 
fide  mull  needs  be  criminal,  if  not  by  wil- 
fully oppofing  Truth,  yet  at  lealt  by  an  In- 
dulgence of  fuch  unmortify'd  Pallions  as  e- 
ftrange  them  farther.  No,  without  doubt, 
Z  z  great 
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great  allowances  are  to  be  made  onthefcore 
of  Education,  Capacity,  of  Leifure  and  that 
Opportunity  of  Information  we  have  had. 
But  this  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  had  we 
buta-modeft  Opinion  of  our  felves,  believe- 
ing  it  as  poflible  for  us,  as  for  thofe  who 
contradict  us,  to  be  miftakenj  did  we  be- 
have our  felves  anfwerable  to  fuch  a  Belief; 
were  we  lerioufly  convinced  that  nothing  is 
lb  much  our  Intereft,  as  a  readinefs  to  ad- 
mit of  Truth  from  whatever  Hand  it 'comes, 
the  greateft  part  of  ourDifputes  would  have 
a  better  ifliie  than  we  generally  find.  At. 
lead  if  we  cou'd  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  con- 
vince one  another,  our  Cornells  would  be 
manag'd  with  more  Temper  and  Modera- 
tion, wou'd  not  conclude  it  fuch  a  breach 
of  Charity,  or  at  bell;  in  fuch  aColdnels  for 
each  other,  as  they  ufually  do. 

If  we  confider  wifely,  we  fhall  find  it  tp 
be  our  prefent  Intereft,  as  well  as  our  fu- 
ture, to  do  that  in  reality  which  all  of  us 
pretend  to  5  that  is,  to  fearch  after  and  to 
follow  Truth  5  and  to  do  it  with  all  that 
Candour  and  Ingenuity  which  becomes  a 
true  Philofopher,  as  well  as  a  good  Chriftian  3 
making  ufe  of  no  Arguments  but  what  we 
really  believe,  and  giving  them  up  content- 
edly ,  when  we  meet  with  ftronger.  Our 
prefent  Intereft ,  is  what  weighs  moft  with 
the  generality ,    and  what  we  make  all 

other 
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other  Confiderati  ons  give  place  to.  For  what 
is  it  we  contend  for  ?  they  who  have  fo  little 
Souls  as  to  bgit  at  any  thing  beneath  the 
higheft  end,  make  Reputation  their  aimr 
and  with  it  that  Authority  and  Wealth  which 
ufually  attend  it.  But  now  Reputation  can- 
not be  acquir'd,  at  leaft  not  a  lading  one, 
by  fallacious  Reafonings.  We  may  perhaps 
for  a  while  get  a  Name  by  them  among  un- 
wary Perfons,  but  the  World  grows  too 
quick  fighted  to  be  long  impos'd  on.  If  a 
love  of  Truth  do  not,  yet  Envy  and  Emu- 
lation will  fet  other  Heads  a  work  to  dif^ 
cover  our  Ignorance  or  Fraud.  They  are 
upon  the  fame  defign,  and  will  not  fufferus 
to  go  away  with  the  Prize  undefervedly. 
And  befides,  with  how  ill  an  afpe£t  mull 
he  needs  appear,  who  does  not  reafon  fair- 
ly,  and  by  confequence  how  unlike  is  he  to 
gain  on  thofe  who  hear  him  ?  There  are 
but  three  Caufes  to  which  falfe  Arguments 
can  be  refer'd,  Ignorance,  Rafhnefs,  or  De- 
fign  5  and  the  being  fufpected  for  any  one 
of  thefe,  hinders  us  very  much  in  acquiring; 
that  Reputation,  Authority  or  Preferment 
we  defire.  I  muft  confefs,  were  we  fure 
the  Fallacy  would  not  be  detected,  and  that 
we  fhould  not  lie  under  the  fufpicion  of  it, 
we  might  gain  our  Point  $  for  provided  the 
Paint  do  not  rub  off,  good  Colouring; 
may  lerve  a  prefent  turn,  as  well  as  a  true 
Z  3  Com- 
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Complexion.    But  there  is  little  reafon  to 
hope  for  this,  becaufe  of  what  was  juft  now 
mention'd,  and  for  other  Reafons  that  might 
*  be  added. 

Now  what  can  be  more  provoking  than 
the  Idea  we  have  of  a  Defigning  Perfon? 
of  one  who  thinks  his  own  Intelleftuals  fo 
ftrong,  and  ours  fo  weak,  that  he  can  make 
us  fwallow  any  thing,  and  lead  us  where 
he  pleafes  ?  Such  an  one  feems  to  have  an 
intention  to  reduce  us  to  the  vileft  Slavery, 
the  Captivation  of  our  Underilandings, 
which  we  juftly  reckon  to  be  the  higheft 
Infolence.  And  fince  every  one  puts  in  for 
a  lhare  of  Senfe,  and  thinks  he  has  no  rea- 
fon to  complain  of  the  diftribution  of  it, 
whoever  fuppofes  that  another  has  an  over- 
weening Opinion  of  his  own,  mufl  needs 
think  that  he  undervalues  his  Neighbour's 
Understanding,  and  will  certainly  re-pay  him 
in  his  own  Coin,  and  deny  him  thofe  Ad- 
vantages he  feems  to  arrogate. 

The  molt  we  can  fay  for  our  felves  when 
the  weaknefs  of  our  Arguments  comes  to 
be  difcover'd,  is,  that  we  were  miftaken 
thro'  Rafhnefs  or  Ignorance  5  which,  tho* 
more  pardonable  than  the  former,  are  na 
recommending  Qualities.  If  we  argue  falfe- 
ly,  and  know  not  that  we  do  fo,  we  fhall 
be  more  pitied  than  when  we  do,  but  either 
way  difappointed.    And  if  we  have  added 
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rafti  Cenfures  of  thofe  who  are  not  of  our 
mind,  Pride  or  Pofitivenefc  to  our  Errors, 
as  we  cannot  fo  handfomly  retreat,  fo  nei- 
ther will  fo  fair  Quarter  be  allow'd,  as  thofe 
who  argue  with  Meekne(sy  Modefty  and: 
Charity  may  well  expe£fc.  When  we  have 
caft  up  our  Account,  and  eftimated  thepre- 
fent  Advantages  that  falfe  Arguings  bring 
tiSy  I  fear  what  we  have  got  by  a  pretence 
to  Truth,  will  not  be  found  to  countervail 
the  lofs  we  fliall  fufcain  by  the  difcovery 
that  it  was  no  more  \  which  may  induce  usr 
if  other  Confederations  will  not,  to  be  wa- 
ry in  receiving  ^ny  Propolition  our  felves* 
and  reftrain  u£  in  being  forward  to  impofe 
our  Sentiments  on  others. 

After  all,  'tis  a  melancholy  Reflection 
that  a  great  part  of  Mankind  ftand  in  need 
of  Arguments  drawn  from  fo  low  a  Motive 
as  Worldly  Interefi  ,  to  perfuade  them  to 
that  to  which  they  have  much  greater  In- 
ducements. It  is  flrange  that  we  ihould 
need  any  other  Confiderations  befides  the 
bare  performance  of  our  Duty,  and  thofe 
unfpeakable  Advantages  laid  up  for  all  fuch 
as  do  it  fincerely  hereafter  ->  when  we  have 
the  approbation  of  God,  and  the  infinite 
Rewards  he  has  propofed  to  thofe  who  ftu- 
dy  to  recommend  themfelves  to  him,,  for  our 
encouragement.  How  low  are  we  funk,  if 
the  applaufe  of  Men,  and  the  little  Trifles 
Z  4  which 
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which  they  can  beftow,  weigh  any  thing 
with  us  ?  I  am  therefore  almoft  afham'd  of 
propofing  fo  mean  a  Confideration,  but  the 
degeneracy  of  the  Age  reqiiir'd  it  j  and  they 
who  perhaps  at  firft  follow  Truth,  as  the 
Jews  did  once  for  the  Loaves  only,  may  at 
laft  be  attra&ed  by  its  own  native  Beauties. 

As  Nature  teaches  us  Logick^  fo  does  it 
inftruft  us  in  Rhetorick^  much  better  than 
Rules  of  Art  5  which  if  they  are  good  ones, 
are  nothing  elfe  but  thofe  Judicious  Obfer- 
vations  that  Men  of  Senfe  have  drawn  from 
Nature,  and  that  all  who  refledt  on  the 
operations  of  their  own  Minds,  will  find 
out  themfelves.  The  common  Precepts  of 
Rhetorick  may  teach  us  how  to  reduce  in- 
genious ways  of  fpeaking  to  a  certain  Rule, 
but  they  do  not  teach  us  how  to  invent 
them.  This  is  Nature's  Work,  and  fhe 
does  it  beft.  There  is  as  much  difference 
between  Natural  and  Artificial  Eloquence, 
as  there  is  between  Paint,  and  true  Beauty. 
All  that  is  ufeful  in  this  Art,  is  the  avoid- 
ing certain  evil  ways  of  Writing  and  Speak- 
ing, and  above  all,  an  Artificial  and  Rheto- 
rical Stile,  compos'dof  falfe  Thoughts,  Hy- 
perboles, and  forc'd  Figures,  which  are  the 
greateft  Faults  in  Rhetorick. 

I  fhall  not  therefore  recommend  under 
the  Name  of  Rhetorick^  an  Art  of  Speaking 
floridly  on  all  Subje&s,  and  of  drefiing  up 

Error 
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Error  and  Impertinence  in  a  quaint  and  ta- 
king Garb,  any  more  than  I  did  that  wrang- 
ling which  goes  by  the  name  of  LcgickT 
2nd  which  teaches  us  to  difpute  for  and  a- 
gain-ft  all  Propofitions  indefinitely,  whether" 
they  are  true  or  falfe.  It  is  an  abufe  both 
of  Reafon  and  Addrefs,  to  prefs  them  into- 
the  Service  of  a  Trifle  or  an  Untruth^  and; 
a  miftake  to  think  that  any  Argument  can  _ 
be  rightly  made,  or  any  Difcourfe  truly  e~ 
loquent,  that  does  not  illuftrate  and  inforce 
Truth/  For  the  defign  of  Rhetorick  is  to 
remove  thofe  Prejudices  that  lie  in  the  way 
of  Truth,  to  reduce  the  Paflions  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  Reafon,  to  place  our  Subject 
in  a  right  Light,  and  excite  our  Hearers  to 
a  due  confideration  of  it.  I  know  not  what 
exa&nefs  of  Method,  pure  and  proper  Lan- 
guage^ Figures,  infinuating  ways  of  Addre{% 
and  the  like  fignifie,  any  farther  than  as 
they  contribute  to  the  Service  of  Truths 
by  rendring  our  Difcourfe  intelligible,,  agree- 
able ,  and  convincing.  They  are  indeed: 
very  ferviceable  to  it,  when  they  are  duly 
manag'd  y  for  good  Senfe  lofes  much  of  its 
efficacy  by  being  ill  exprefs'd,  and  an  ill 
Stile  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  negle£t  of  foms 
of  thefe,  or  over-doing  others  of  them, 

Obfcurity  is  one  of  the  greateft  Faults  tm 
Writing,  and  does  commonly  proceed  from  ^ 
want  of  Meditation  >  for  when  we  pretendi 
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to  teach  others  what  we  do  not  undefftand 
our  felves,  no  wonder  we  do  it  at  a  forry 
rate.  'Tis  true,  Obfcurity  is  fometimes  de- 
fign'd,  to  conceal  an  erroneous  Opinion 
which  an  Author  dares  not  openly  own,  or 
which  if  it  be  difcover'd,  he  has  a  mind  to 
evade.  And  fometimes  even  an  honeft  and 
good  Writer,  who  ftudies  to  avoid  it,  may 
infenfibly  fall  into  it,  by  reafon  that  his 
Ideas  being  become  familiar  to  himfelf  by 
frequent  Meditation,  a  long  Train  of  them 
are  readily  excited  in  his  Mind,  by  a  word 
or  two  which  he  is  us'd  to  annex  to  them> 
but  it  is  not  fo  with  his  Readers,  who  are 
perhaps  Strangers  to  his  Meditations,  and 
yet  ought  to  have  the  very  fame  Idea  rais'd 
in  theirs  that  was  in  the  Author's  Mind,  or 
eife  they  cannot  under ftand  him .  If  therefore 
we  deli  re  to  be  intelligible  to  every  body,  our 
expreffions  muft  be  more  plain  and  explicit 
than  they  needed  to  be,  if  we  writ  only  for 
our  felves,  or  for  thofe  to  whom  our  frequent 
Difcourfe  has  made  our  Ideas  familiar. 

Not  that  it  is  neceflary  to  exprefs  at 
length  all  the  procefs  our  Mind  goes  thro' 
in  refolving  a  Queftion.  This  would  fpin 
out  our  Difcourfe  to  an  unprofitable  tediouf- 
neft,  the  operations  of  the  Mind  being 
much  more  fpeedy  than  thofe  of  the  Tongue 
or  Pen.  But  we  fhould  fold  up  our  Thoughts 
fo  clofely  and  neatly,  expreffing  them  in 

fuch 
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fuch  fignificant,  tho' few  words,  as  that  the 
Reader's  Mind  may  eafily  open  and  enlarge 
them.  And  if  this  can  be  done  with  faci- 
lity, we  are  perfpicuous  as  well  as  ftrong*- 
if  with  difficulty  or  not  at  all,  we  are  the 
perplex t  and  obicure  Writers. 

Scarce  any  thing  conduces  more  to  Clear- 
nefs,  the  great  Beauty  of  Writing,  thanex- 
adtnefs  of  Method,  nor  perhaps  to  perfua- 
fion$  for  by  putting  every  thing  in  its  pro- 
per place,  with  due  order  and  connexion,  the 
Reader's  Mind  is  gently  led  where  the  Wri- 
ter would  have  it.    Such  a  Stile  is  ealie  with- 
out foftnefs,  copious,  as  that  fignifies  the  o- 
miflionof  nothing  neceflary,  yet  notverbofe 
and  tedious,  nor  fluff 'd  with  naufeous  Repe- 
titions, which  they  who  do  not  think  before 
they  write,  and  difpofe  their  Matter  du\yy 
can  fcarce  avoid.  The  Method  in  Thinking 
has  been  already  fhewny  and  the  fame  is  to  be 
obferv'd  in  Writing}  which  if  it  be  what  it. 
ought,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  communica- 
ting to  others  the  refult  of  our  frequent  and 
deep  Meditations,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  wTe 
judge  moft  effectual  to  convince  them  of 
thofe  Truths  which  we  believe  3  always  re- 
membring  that  the  moft  natural  Order  is 
ever  beft.    That  we  muftfirft  prepare  their 
Minds  by  removing  thofe  Prejudices  and 
Paffions  which  are  in  our  way,   and  then 
propofe  our  Reafons  with  all  the  Clearnefs 
Z  6  and- 


yi6  Ignorance. 

and  Force  5  with  all  the  Tendernefs  and 
Good- nature  we  can. 

And  fince  the  Clearnefs  and  Connexion, 
as  well  as  the  Emphafis  and  Beauty  of  a 
Difcourfe,  depend  in  a  great  meafureon  the 
right  Ufe  of  the  Particles,  whoever  wou'd 
w?rite  well,  ought  to  inform  themfelves 
nicely  in  their  Proprieties  ;  an  And,  a  Thf^ 
a  But,  a  For •,  &c.  do  very  much  perplex  the 
Senfe  when  they  -are  mifplac'd ,  and  make 
the  Reader  take  it  many  times  quite  other- 
wife  than  the  Writer  meant  it. 

I  know  not  a  more  compendious  way  to 
good  Speaking  and  Writing,  than  to  chufe 
out  the  molt  excellent  in  either,  as  a  Model 
on  which  to  form  our  felves:  Or  rather,  to 
imitate  ^e  Perfection  of  all,  and  avoid  their 
Miftakes  >  for  few  are  fo  perfect  as  to  be 
without  Fault,  and  few  fo  bad  as  to  have 
nothing  good  in  them.  A  true  Judgment 
diftinguifhes,  and  neither  reje&s  the  Good 
for  the  fake  of  the  Bad,  nor  admits  the  Bad 
becaufe  of  the  Good  that  is  mingled  with 
it.  No  fort  of  Stile  but  has  its  Excel- 
lency*, and  is  liable  to  Defe£t.  If  Care  be 
not  taken  y  the  Sublime ,  which  fubdues  us 
with  Noblenefs  of  Thought  and  Grandeur 
of  Expreffion ,  will  fly  out  of  fight  5  and 
by  being  empty  and  bombaft,  become  con- 
temptible. The  Plain  and  Simple  will  grow 
dull  and  abjed,  the  Severe  dry  and  rugged^ 
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the  Florid  vain  and  impertinent,  the  Strong, 
inltead  of  routing  the  Mind,  will  diftracfc 
and  rntangle  it  by  being  oblcure*  even  the 
Eafy  and  Perfpicuous,  if  it  be  too  diffufe  or 
over-delicate ,  tires  us  inftcad  of  pleafing. 
Good  Senfe  is  the  principal  thing,  without 
which,  all  our  polifhing  is  of  little  worth  > 
'and  yet,  if  Ornaments  be  wholly  negle&ed, 
very  few  will  regard  us.  Studied  and  arti- 
ficial Periods  are  not  natural  enough  to 
pleafe$  they  fhew  too  much  Sollicitude  about 
what  does  not  deferve  it,  and  a  loofe  and 
carelefs  Stile  declares  too  much  Contempt 
of  the  Publick.  Neither  Reafon  nor  Wit 
entertain  us,  if  they  are  driven  beyond  a 
certain  Pitch  and  Pleafure  it  felf  is  offen- 
five  if  it  be  not  judicioufly  difpens'd. 

Every  Author  almolt  has  fome  Beauty  or 
Blemijh  remarkable  in  his  Style,  from  whence 
it  takes  its  Name  3  and  every  Reader  has  a 
peculiar  Tafte  of  Books  as  well  as  Meats. 
One  wou'd  have  the  Subject  exhaufted  5  a- 
nother  is  not  pleas'd  if  fome  what  be  not  left 
to  enlarge  on  in  his  own  Meditations  5  that 
afte£ts  a  grave ,  that  a  florid  Style  5  -one  is 
for  Eafinefs,  a  fecond  for  Plainnefs,  a  third 
for  Strength,  a  fourth  for  Politenefs5  and 
perhaps  the  great  Secret  of  Writing,  is  the 
mixing  all  thefe  in  fo  juft  a  Proportion, 
that  every  one  may  tafte  what  he  likes, 
without  being  difgulted  by  its  contrary  \  and 

may 
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may  find  at  once,  that  by  the  Solidity  of 
the  Reafon,  the  Parity  and  Propriety  of  the 
Expreffion,  and  insinuating  Agreeablenefs  of 
Addrefs,  his  Underftanding  is  enlighten'd, 
his  Afte&ions  fubdu'd,  and  his  Will  duly 
regulated. 

This  is  indeed  the  true  End  of  Writing, 
and  it  wou'd  not  be  hard  for  every  one  to 
judge  how  well  they  had  anfwer'd  it,  wou'd 
they  but  lay  afide  Self-love ,  fo  much  of  it 
at  leaft,  as  makes  them  partial  to  their  own 
Productions.  Did  we  confider  our  own 
with  the  fame  Severity,  or  but  Indifferency 
that  we  do  another's  Writing ,  we  might 
pafs  a  due  Cenfure  on  it,  might  difcern  what 
Thought  was  crude  or  ill  exprefs'd ,  what 
Reafoning  weak,  what  Paflage  fuperfluous, 
where  we  were  flat  and  dull,  where  extra- 
vagant and  vain ,  and  by  criticizing  on  our 
<elves,  do  a  greater  Kindnefs  to  the  World 
ihan  we  can  in  making  our  Remarks  on  o- 
thers.  Nor  fhou'd  we  be  at  a  lofs ,  if  we 
were  impartial  in  finding  out  Methods  to 
inform,  perfuade  and  pleafe  y  for  human  Na-  - 
ture  is  for  the  moft  part  much  alike  in  all , 
and  that  which  has  a  good  Efte&  on  us, 
will,  generally  fpeaking ,  have  the  fame  on 
others.  To  guefs  what  Succefs  we  are  like 
to  have,  we  need  only  fuppofe  our  felves  in 
the  Place  of  thofe  we  addrefs  to,  and  confi- 
ler  how  fuch  a  Difcourie  wou'd  operate  on 

us, 
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us,  if  we  had  their  Infirmities  and  Thoughts 
about  us. 

In  doing  this,  we  fhall  find  there  is  no- 
thing more  improper  than  Pride  and  Pofi- 
tivenefs,  nor  any  thing  more  prevalent  thrfh 
an  innocent  Compliance  with  their  Weak? 
nefs :  Such  as  pretends  not  to  didtate  to  their 
Ignorance,  but  only  to  explain  and  illuflrate 
what  they  did  or  might  have  known  before, 
if  they  had  confider'd  it,  and  fuppofes  that 
their  Minds  being  employ'd  about  fome  o- 
ther-  things,  was  the  Reafon  why  they  did 
not  difcern  it  as  well  as  we  :  For  human 
Nature  is  not  willing  to  own  its  Ignorance, 
Truth  is  fo  very  attra&ive,  there  is  fuch  a 
natural  Agreement  between  our  Minds  and 
it,  that  we  care  not  to  be  thought  fo  dull, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  find  out  by  our  felves 
fuch  obvious  Matters.  We  fhou'd  therefore 
be  careful,  that  nothing  pafs  from  us  which 
upbraids  our  Neighbours  Ignorance  ,  but 
fhidy  to  remove  it,  without  appearing  to 
take  notice  of  it,  and  permit  them  to  fancy, 
if  they  pleafe,  that  we  believe  them  as  wife 
and  good  as  we  endeavour  to  make  them, 
By  this  we  gain  their  Affedtions,.  which  is 
the  hardeft  part  of  our  Work,  excite  their 
Induftry,  and  infufe  a  new  Life  into  all  ge- 
nerous Tempers,  who  conclude  there  is 
great  hopes,  they  may  with  a  little  Pains  at- 
tain what  others  think  they  know  already , 

3  and 
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and  are  afham'd  to  fall  fhort  of  the  good 
Opinion  we  have  entertain'd  of  them. 

x4,nd  fince  many  wou'd  yield  to  the  clear 
Light  of  Truth,  were  it  not  for  the  Shame- 
of  being  overcome,  we  fhou'd  convince, 
but  not  triumph,  and  rather  conceal  our 
Conqueft  than  publifTi  it.  We  doubly  o- 
blige  our  Neighbours,  when  we  reduce  them 
into  the  right  Way,  and  keep  it  from  being, 
taken  notice  of  that  they  were  once  in  the 
Wrongs  which  is  certainly  a  much  greater 
Satisfaction,  than  that  Blaze  of  Glory  which 
is  quickly  out,  that  Noife  of  Applaufe  which 
will  foon  be  over.  For  the  gaining  our 
Neighbour  ,  at  leaft  the  having  honeftly 
endeavour'd  it,  and  the  leading  our  own 
Vanity  in  triumph,  are  real  Goods,  and 
fuch  as  we  fhall  always  have  the  Comfort 
of.  It  is  to  be  wifh'd,  that  fuch  Propor- 
tions as  are  not  attended  with  the  cleareft 
Evidence,  wfcre  deliver'd  only  by  way  of 
Enquiry,  flnce  even  the  brighteit  Truth , 
when  dogmatically  didated,  is  apt  to  offend 
our  Realbn ,  and  make  Men  imagine  their- 
Liberty  is  impos'd  upon>  fo  far  is  Pofitive- 
nefs  from  -bringing  any  body  over  to  our 
Sentiments.  Befides,  we  are  all  of  us  liable 
to  miftake,  and  few  have  Humility  enough 
to  confefs  themfelves  deceiv'd  in  what  they 
have  confidently  aflerted,  but  think  they  are 
oblrg'd  in  Honour  to  maintain  an  Opinion 

i  they 
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they  have  once  been  zealous  for,  how  defi- 
rous  foever  they  may  be  to  get  rid  of  it, 
cou'd  they  do  it  handfomely.  Now  a 
modeft  way  of  delivering  our  Sentiments 
affifts  us  in  this,  and  leaves  us  at  liberty  to 
take  either  fide  of  the  Queltion,  as  Reafon 
and  riper  Confideration  fhall  determine. 

In  fhort,  As  thinking  conformably  to  the 
Nature  of  things  is  true  Knowledge  y  fo 
the  expreffing  our  Thoughts  in  fuch  a  way, 
as  molt  readily,  and  with  the  greatelt  Clear- 
nefs  and  Life,  excites  in  others  the  very  fame 
Idea  that  was  in  us ,  is  the  belt  Eloquence. 
For  if  our  Idea  be  conformable  to  the  Na- 
ture of  the  thing  it  reprefents,  and  its  Re- 
lations duly  Itated,  this  is  the  molt  effe&u- 
al  way  both  to  inform  and  perfuade  5  fince 
Truth  being  always  amiable,  cannot  fail  of 
attracting,  when  fhe  is  plac'd  in  a  right 
Light,  and  thofe  to  whom  we  offer  her, 
are  made  able  and  willing  to  difcern  her 
Beauties.  If  therefore  we  thoroughly  tin- 
derltand  our  Subject,  and  are  zealoufly  affe- 
cted with  it,  we  fhall  neither  want  fuitable 
Words  to  explain,  nor  perfuafive  Methods 
to  recommend  it. 

True  Chriilians  have  really  that  Love  for 
others,  which  all  who  defire  to  perfuade,  mult 
pretend  to  :  They  have  that  Probity  and  Pru- 
dence^ that  Civility  and  JVlodelty,  which  the 
Mailers  of  this  Art  fay  a  good  Orator  mult 
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be  endow'd  with,  and  have  pluck'd  up  thofe 
vicious  Inclinations,  from  whence  the  moft 
diftafteful  Faults  of  Writing  proceed.  For 
why  do  we  chufe  to  be  obfcure,  but  be- 
caufe  we  intend  to  deceive,  or  wouM  be 
thought  to  fee  much  farther  than  our  Neigh- 
bour ?    One  fort  of  Vanity  prompts  us  to 
be  rugged  and  fevere,  and  fo  poflefs'd  with 
the  imagin'd  Worth  and  Solidity  of  our 
Difcourfe ,  that  we  think  it  beneath  us  to 
polifh  it :    Another  difpofes  us  to  elaborate 
and  affe£ted  ways  of  Writing ,  to  pompous 
and  improper  Ornaments  y  and  why  are  we 
tedioufly  Copious,  but  that  we  fancy  every 
Thought  of  ours  is  extraordinary  ?  Contra- 
di&ion  is  indeed  for  our  Advantage,  as  ten- 
ding to  make  us  wifer  y  yet  our  Pride  makes 
us  impatient  under  it,  becaufe  it  feems  to 
leflen  that  Efteem  and  Deference  we  defire 
fhou'd  be  paid  us.  Whence  come  thofe  {harp 
Reflexions,  thofe  imagin'd  Strains  of  Wit, 
not  to  be  endur'd  among  Chriftians,  and 
which  ferve  not  to  convince  but  to  provoke, 
now  arriv'd  to  a  more  fcandalous  Degree  of 
Rage  aiid  Infolence  than  ever?  whence 
come  they  but  from  111- nature  and  Revenge, 
from  a  Contempt  of  others,  and  a  Defire  to 
fet  forth  our  own  Wit  ?   Did  we  write  lefs 
for  our  felves ,  we  ftiou'd  fooner  gain  our 
Readers,  who  are  many  times  difgulted  at  a 
well  writ  Difcourfe,  if  it  carrys  a  twang  of 

Oiten- 
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Oftentation :  And  were  our  Temper  as  Chri- 
itian  as  it  ought  to  be ,  our  Zeal  wou'd  be 
fpent  on  the  mod  weighty  Things,  not  oa 
little  Differences  of  Opinions. 

I  have  made  no  Diftinftion  in  what  has 
been  faid  between  Speaking  and  Writing, 
becaufe  tho'  they  are  Talents  which  do  not 
always  meet,  yet  there  is  no  material  Diffe- 
rence between  them.  They  write  beft  y 
perhaps,  who  do  it  with  the  gentle  and  ea- 
fy  Air  of  Converfation  5  and  they  talk  beft, 
who  mingle  Solidity  of  Thought  with  the 
Agreeablenefs  of  a  ready  Wit.  As  for  Pro- 
nunciation 9  tho'  it  takes  more  with  fome 
Auditors  many  times  than  good  Senfe  -y  there 
needs  little  to  be  faid,  in  a  Difcourfe  which 
is  not  addrefs'd  to  thofe  that  have  Bufinefs 
with  the  Pulpit ,  the  Bar,  or  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel;  but  to  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  efpe- 
daily  the  latter,  whom  Nature  does  for  the 
molt  part  furnifhwith  fuch  a  muficalTone, 
perfuafive  Air  ,  and  winning  Addrefs ,  as 
renders  what  they  fay,  fufficiently  agreeable 
in  private  Converfation.  And  as  to  Spellings 
which  they  are  faid  to  be  defe£Hve  in ,  if 
they  do  not  believe,  as  they  are  ufually 
told ,  that  it  is  fit  for  them  to  be  fo ,  and 
that  to  write  exactly  is  too  pedantick ,  they 
may  foon  correct  that  Fault ,  by  pronoun- 
cing their  Words  aright,  and  fpelling  them 
accordingly.  I  know  this  Rule  will  not  al- 
ways 
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ways  hold  ,  becaufe  of  an  Imperfe&ion 
in  our  Language,  which  has  been  often 
complain'd  of,  but  is  not  yet  amended: 
However,  a  little  Obfervation  in  this  Cafe, 
or  recourfe  to  Books,  will  affiffc  us  and  if 
at  any  time  we  happen  to  miltake,  by  Spel- 
ling as  we  pronounce,  the  Fault  will  be 
very  venial,  and  Cuftom  rather  to  blame 
than  we. 

Nothing  has  been  faid  of  Grammar^  tho' 
we  cannot  write  properly  if  we  tranfgrefs  its 
Rules ,  fuppofing  that  Cuftom ,  and  the 
reading  of  EngHJh  Books,  are  fufficient  to 
teach  us  the  Grammar  of  our  own  Tongue, 
if  we  do  but  in  any  meafure  attend  to  them. 
And  tho'  the  Ladies  are  generally  accus'd  of 
writing  hKeEnglifh,  if  I  may  fpeak  my  o wn 
Experience,  their  Miftakes  are  not  fo  com- 
mon as  are  pretended,  nor  are  they  the  on- 
ly Perfons  guilty.  What  they  moil  com- 
monly fail  in,  is  the  Particles  and  Connexion  $ 
and  that  generally  thro'  a  Bnsknefs  of  Tem- 
per which  makes  them  forget  >  or  Hafte  , 
which  will  not  fuffer  them  to  read  over  a- 
gain  what  went  before.  And  indeed,  thofe 
who  fpeak  true  Grammar,  unlets  they  arc 
very  carelefs,  cannot  write  faife,  iince  they 
need  only  perufe  what  they  have  writ,  and 
confider  whether  they  wou'd  exprefsthem- 
f elves  thus  in  Converfation. 
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H  E  Sobriety  of  the  Soul  ftands 
in  a  right  governing  its  Paffi- 
ons  and  x^ffe<5tions,  and  to  that 
there  are  many  Virtues  requi- 
red. Humility  may^jpll  have 
the  firft  Place ,  not  only  in  refpect  of  the 
Excellency  of  the  Virtue,  but  alfo  of  its 
Ufefulnefs  towards  the  obtaining  of  all  the 
red:  5  this  being  the  Foundation  on  which 
all  the  others  mull  be  built :  And  he  who 
hopes  to  gain  them  without  this,  will  prove 
like  the  foolifh  Builder  who  built  his  Houfe 
upon  the  Sand.      .  y:) ,\  •  V 

There  are  two  forts  of  Humility:  As, 
the  having  a  low  and  mean  Opinion  of  our 
felves,  and  the  being  content  that  others 
fhou'd  have  fo  of  us.  The  former  is  con- 
trary to  Pride,  the  latter  to  Vain-Glory* 

both 
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both  are  as  abfolutely  neceflary  to  Chriftians , 
as  it  is  to  avoid  the  contrary  Vices. 

The  Sin  of  Pride  is  fo  great,  that  it  caft  the 
Angels  out  of  Heaven  -y  and  if  we  may  judge 
of  the  Sin  by  the  Punifhment,  it  was  not  only 
the  firft  but  the  greateft  Sin  that  ever  the  De- 
vil himfelf  has  been  guilty  of.  We  need  no 
better  Proofs  of  its  Heinoufnefs ,  than  that 
it  is  fo  extremely  hateful  to  God,  as  befides 
that  Inftance  of  his  punifhing  the  Devil,  we 
may  frequently  find  in  the  Scriptures,  Eve- 
ry one  that  is  proud  in  Heart  is  an  Abomina- 
tion to  the  Lord:  Again,  God  refiftetb  the 
Proud.  Several  other  Texts  might  be  quo- 
ted to  the  fame  purpofe ,  but  'tis  needlefs , 
the  Tenour  of  the  Divine  Writ  being  fo  en- 
tirely againft:  this  Vice,  that  none  who  ever 
read  itf^can  be  ignorant  of  the  great  Hatred 
God  bears  to  this  Sin  of  Pride.  Now  fince 
it  is  certain  God,  who  is  all  Goodnefs, 
hates  nothing  but  as  it  is  Evil,  it  muft  needs 
follow,  that  where  God  hates  in  fo  great  a 
Degree,  there  muft  be  a  great  Degree  of 
Evil. 

Pride  is  not  more  fiiiful  than  'tis  dange- 
rous :  How  many  other  Sins  does  it  draw 
us  into  ?  As  Humility  is  the  Root  of  all  Vir- 
tue, fo  is  this  of  all  Vice.  He  that  is  proud 
fets  himfelf  up  as  his*  own  God,  and  lb  can 
never  fubmit  himfelf  to  any  other  Rules  or 
Laws  than  what  he  makes  to  himfelf.    7 he 
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Xfngodly  is  fo  proud  that  he  careth  not  for  God. 
The  Royal  Pfalmift  tells  us,  'tis  his  Pride 
that  makes  him  defpife  God  *  and  when  a 
Man  is  once  come  to  tljat,  he  is  prepared  for 
!  the  Gommiffion  of  all  Sins.    I  might  in- 
Hance  in  a  Multitude  of  particular  Sins  which 
,,  naturally  flow  from  this  of  Pride  3  as  Anger ^ 
j  which  the  wife  Man  fets  as  the  Effect  of 
!  Pride,  calling  it  proud  Wrath  \  Strife  and 
Contention^  which  he  again  notes  to  be  the 
'  Offspring  of  Pride  ,    Only  by  Pride  co- 
1  meth  Contention:  And  both  thefe  are  indeed 
!  the  moft  natural  Effects  of  Pride.    He  who 
:  thinks  very  highly  of  himfelf,  expe£ts  much 
:  Submiffion  and  Obfervance  from  others,  and 
therefore  cannot  but  rage  and  quarrel  when- 
ever he  thinks  it  not  fufficiently  paid.  It 
I  wou'd  be  infinite  to  mention  all  the  Fruits 
of  this  bitter  Root.    Pride  not  only  betrays 
us  to  many  Sins,  but  alfo  makes  them  incu- 
!  rable  in  us ,   for  it  hinders  the  working  of 
j  all  Remedies.  Thofe  Remedies  muft  either 
come  from  God  or  Man:   If  from  God, 
i  they  mull  be  either  in  the  way  of  Meeknefs 
■  and  Gentlenefs,   or  elfe  of  Sharpnefs  and 
j  Punifhment.  Now  if  God  by  his  Goodnefs 
i  effays  to  kad  a  proud  Man  to  Repentance, 
i  he  quite  miitakes  God's  Meaning,  and  thinks 
I  all  the  Mercies  he  receives  are  but  the  Re- 
ward of  his  own  Defert,  and  fo  long  'tis 
j  (lire  he  will  never  think  he  needs  Repen- 
tance. 
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tance.  But  if  on  the  other  fide  God  ufes 
him  more  fharply,  and  lays  Afflictions  and 
Punifhments  upon  him,  thofe  in  a  proud 
Heart  mark  nothing  but  Murmurings  and 
hating  of  God,  as  if  he  did  him  Injury  in 
thofe  Punifhments.  As  for  Remedies  that 
can  be  us'd  by  Man,  they  again  muft  be  ei- 
ther by  way  of  Corre£tion  or  Exhortation. 
Corrections  from  Men  will  fure  never  work 
more  on  a  proud  Heart  than  thofe  from  God  > 
for  he  that  can  think  God  unjuft  in  them , 
will  much  rather  believe  it  of  Man.  And 
Exhortations  will  do  as  little  5  for  let  a  proud 
Man  be  admonifti'd ,  tho'  never  fo  mildly 
and  lovingly,  he  looks  on  it  as  a  Difgrace, 
and  therefore  inftead  of  confefllng  or  amend- 
ing the  Fault,  he  falls  to  reproaching  his 
Reprover^,  as  an  over-bufy  or  cenforious 
Perfon,  and  for  that  greateit  and  mod  pre- 
cious A6t  of  Kindnefs,  looks  on  him  as  his 
Enemy.  Now  one  that  thus  flubbornly  re- 
fills all  Means  of  Cure,  muft  be  concluded 
in  a  moft  degenerate  State.  The  Punifh- 
ment  that  attends  the  Sin  of  Pride,  will  need 
little  Proof,  when  it  is  confider'd  that  God 
is  the  proud  Man's  profefl:  Enemy,  that  he 
hates  and  refifts  him,  there  can  then  be  lit- 
tle doubt  that  he  who  has  fo  mighty  an  Ad- 
verfary  ihall  be  fure  to  fmart  for  it.  How 
feverely  is  this  Sin  threatned  in  Scripture? 
Pride  goeth  before  Defirudiion^  and  an  haughty 
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Spirit  before  a  Fall.  Again,  fpeaking  of  the 
Proud,  the  Wife  Man  aflures  us,  Though 
Hand  joyn  in  Hand,  yet  they  Jball  not  be  un- 
f  unified.  The  Decree,  it  feems,  is  unalte- 
rable, and  whatever  Endeavours  are  us'd  to 
preierve  the  proud  Man,  they  are  but  vain, 
for  he  Jball  not  go  unpuniJJfd.  This  is  very 
remarkable  in  the  Story  of  Nebuchadnezzar, 
who  ,  tho'  a  King,  the  greateft  in  the 
World ,  yet  for  his  Pride  was  driven  from 
among  Men  to  dwell  and  feed  with  Beafts. 
And  it  is  moft  frequently  feen,  that  this  Sin 
meets  with  very  extraordinary  Judgments  e- 
ven  in  this  Life.  But  if  it  ihould  not,  let 
not  the  proud  Man  think  he  has  efcap'd 
God's  Vengeance,  for  it  is  fure  there  will 
be  a  molt  lad  Reckoning  in  the  next.  If 
God  fpared  not  the  proud  Angels,  but  caft 
them  into  Hell,  let  no  Man  hope  to  fpeed 
better. 

The  Folly,  as  well  as  the  Sin  of  this 
Vice,  will  appear,  if  we  confider  the  feve- 
ral  things  of  which  Men  are  wont  to  be 
proud,  as  the  Goods  of  Nature,  the  Goods 
of  Fortune,  or  the  Goods  of  Grace. 

By  the  Goods  of  Nature  are  meant  Beau- 
ty, Strength,  Wit,  and  the  like  5  and  the 
being  proud  of  any  of  thefe  is  a  great  piece 
of  Folly.  We  are  very  apt  to  miftake,  and 
think  our  felves  handlbme  or  witty  when 
we  are  not,   and  then  there  cannot  be  a 
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more  ridiculous  Folly  than  to  be  proud  of 
what  we  have  not  ,  and  fuch  every  one  e- 
fteems  it  in  another  Man,  tho'he  never  fup- 
pofes  it  his  own  Cafe,  and  fo  never  difcerns 
it  in  himfelf.  Wherefore  there  is  nothing 
more  defpicable  amongft  all  Men,  than  a 
proud  Fool  3  yet  no  Man  that  entertains 
high  Opinions  of  his  own  Wit,  but  is  in 
Danger  to  be  thus  deceiv'ds  a  Man's  own 
Judgment  of  himfelf  being  of  all  others  the 
leaft  to  be  trufted.  But  fuppofe  we  be  not 
out  in  judging,  yet  what  is  there  in  any  of 
thefe  natural  Endowments  which  is  worth 
the  being  proud,  there  being  fcarce  any  of 
them  which  fome  Creature  or  other  has 
not  in  a  greater  Degree  than  Man  ?  How 
much  does  the  Whitenefs  of  the  Lilly,  and 
the  Rednefs  of  the  Rofe  exceed  the  White 
and  Red  of  the  fairell  Face?  What  a  Multi- 
tude of  Creatures  is  there  that  far  furpafs 
Man  in  Strength  and  Swiftnefs  ?  And  feve- 
ral  others  there  are,  which  as  far  as  con- 
cerns any  ufefui  Ends  of  theirs ,  aft  much 
more  wTifely  than  moft  of  us.  They  are 
therefore  often  proposed  to  us  in  Scripture, 
by  way  of  Example,  and  'tis  then  furely 
great  Unreafonsblenefs  for  us  to  think  high- 
ly of  our  felves,  for  fuch  things  as  are  com- 
mon to  us  with  Beads  and  Plants.  But  if 
they  were  as  excellent  as  we  farcy  them , 
yet  they  arc  not  at  all  durable.  They  are 
3  impaired 
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impaired  and  loft  by  divers  Means :  A  Fren* 
zy  will  dertroy  the  rareft  Wit ,  a  Sicknefs 
decay  the  freflieft  Beauty  ,    the  greateft 
Strength ;  or  however  old  Age  will  be  fure 
to  do  all.    And  therefore  to  be  proud  of 
them  is  again  a  Folly  in  this  refpect,  what- 
ever they  are,  we  gave  them  not  our  felves. 
No  Man  can  think  he  did  any  thing  towards 
the  procuring  his  natural  Beauty  or  Wit, 
and  fo  will  have  no  Reafon  to  value  himfelf 
for  them.   The  Folly  is  as  great  to  be  proud 
of  the  Goods  of  Fortune,   by  which  are 
meant  Wealth,  Honour,  and  the  like.  For 
it  is  fure  they  add  nothing  of  true  Worth  to 
the  Man;  Somewhat  of  outward  Pomp  and 
Bravery  they  may  help  him  to,  but  that 
makes  no  Change  in  the  Perfon.   You  may 
load  an  Afs  with  Money,  or  deck  him  with 
rich  Trappings,  yet  ftill  you  will  not  make 
him  a  whit  the  nobler  kind  of  Bealt  by  ei- 
ther of  them.    Befides,  thefe  are  things  we 
have  no  hold  of,   they  vanifh  often  before 
we  are  aware.    He  who  is  rich  to  day  may 
be  poor  to  morrow ,   and  then  will  be  the 
lefs  pity'd  by  all  in  his  Poverty,  the  prouder 
he  was  when  he  was  rich.    We  have  them 
all  but  as  Stewards,  to  lay  out  for  our  Ma- 
iler's Ufe,  and  therefore  fnou'd  rather  think 
how  to  make  up  our  i\ccounts,  than  pride 
our  felves  in  our  Receipts.    Whatever  of 
thefe  we  have,  they,  as  well  as  the  former, 
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a^e  not  owing  to  our  felves  \  but  if  they  be 
lawfully  gotten  we  owe  them  only  to  God, 
whofe  Blefling  it  is  that  maketh  rich  j  if 
unlawfully,  we  have  them  upon  fuch  Terms 
that  we  have  very  little  Reafon  to  brag  of 
them. 

By  the  Goods  of  Grace  we  mean  any  Vir- 
tue a  Man  has.  Thefe  things  muft  be  own'd 
to  be  very  valuable,  they  being  infinitely 
more  precious  than  all  the  World,  yet  to 
be  proud  of  them  is,  of  all  the  reft,  the 
higheft  Folly,  not  only  in  the  foregoing 
Refpect  that  we  help  not  our  felves  to  them, 
Grace  being  above  all  things  moft  immedi- 
ately God's  Work  in  us}  but  efpecially  in 
this,  that  the  being  proud  of  Grace  is  the 
fure  way  to  lofe  it.  God,  who  gives  Grace 
to  the  Humble,  will  take  it  from  the  Proud. 
For  if,  as  we  fee  in  the  Parable,  the  Talent 
was  taken  from  him  who  had  only  put  it  to  no 
Ufe  at  all,  how  fhall  we  hope  to  have  it  con- 
tinued to  him  that  has  put  it  to  fo  ill  Ufes, 
inltead  of  trading  with  it  for  God,  has  traf- 
ficked with  it  for  Satan?  And  as  he  will 
lofe  the  Grace  for  the  future,  fo  will  he  lofe 
all  the  Reward  of  it  for  the  time  paft.  For 
let  a  Man  have  never  fo  many  good  Acts, 
yet,  if  he  be  proud  of  them,  that  Pride 
ihall  be  charg'd  on  him  to  his  Definition, 
but  the  Good  lhall  never  be  remembred  to 
his  Reward.  This  proves  it  to  be  a  molt 
i  wretched 
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wretched  Folly  to  be  proud  of  Grace  5  'tjs 
like  that  of  Children,  that  pull  thofe  things 
in  pieces  they  are  moil  fond  of  >  but  yet 
much  worfe  tlian  that  of  theirs,  for  we  not 
only  lofe  the  thing,  and  that  the  moft  pre- 
cious that  can  be  imagin'd,  but  we  muft  al- 
fo  be  eternally  punifh'd  for  doing  fo ,  there 
being  nothing  that  (hall  be  fo  fadly  reckon'd 
for  in  the  next  World  ,  as  the  Abufe  of 
Graces  and  certainly  there  can  be  no  grea- 
ter Abufe  of  it,  than  to  make  it  ferve  for  an 
End  fo  dire&ly  contrary  to  that  for  which 
it  was  given,  it  being  given  to  make  us 
humble,  not  proud  \  to  magnifie  God,  not 
our  felves. 

The  Neceflity  of  flying  this  Sin  mufl 
therefore  be  apparent  to  all  good  Chriftians, 
who  are  fo  ferioufly  to  conflder  what  has 
been  already  faid  concerning  it,  as  may  work 
in  them  not  fome  flight  Diflike,  but  a  deep 
and  irreconcileable  Hatred  to  the  Sin :  To 
make  them  watchful  over  their  own  Hearty 
that  they  may  not  cherifh  any  Beginnings  of 
it,  nor  fuffer  them  to  feed  on  the  Fancv  of 
their  own  Worth  >  but  whenever  any  fuch 
Thought  arifes,  to  beat  it  down  immediate- 
ly with  the  Remembrance  of  fome  of  their 
Follies  or  Sins,  and  fo  make  this  very  Mo- 
tion of  Pride  an  Occafion  of  Humility.  In 
order  to  this,  they  muft  never  compare  them- 
felves  with  thofe  they  think  more  foolifh  or 
A  a  3  more 
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more  wicked  than  they  are,  that  they  may 
riot  be  like  the  Pharifee,  and  extol  them- 
felves  for  being  better.  But  if  they  will 
needs  make  Companions,  let  them  do  it  with 
the  Wife  and  Godly,  and  then  they  will 
find  they  come  fo  far  fhort,  as  it  may  help 
to  pull  down  their  high  Efteem  of  them- 
felves.  Let  them  alfo  be  earneft  in  Prayer 5 
that  God  would  root  out  all  Degrees  of  this 
Sin  in  them ,  and  make  them  one  of  thofe 
poor  in  Spirit^  to  whom  the  Rleffing  even  of 
Heaven  itfelf  is  promis'd. 

'Tis  obfervable  that  God,  who  has  made 
of  one  Blood  all  Nations  of  the  Earthy  has  fo 
equally  diftributed  all  the  moft  valuable  Pri- 
vileges of  human  Nature,  as  if  he  defign'd 
to  preclude  all  infulting  of  one  Man  over  a- 
nother.  Neither  has  he  only  thus  infinua- 
ted  it  by  his  Providence,  but  has  enforced 
it  by  his  Commands.  We  find  in  the  Le- 
vitical  Law  what  a  peculiar  Care  he  takes 
to  moderate  the  Anger  of  judicial  Correcti- 
on upon  this  very  Account,  left  thy  Brother 
be  defpifed  in  thine  Eyes.  So  unreafonable 
did  he  think  it,  that  the  Crime  or  Mifery 
of  one  fhould  be  the  Exaltation  of  another. 
Pride  is  never  more  apt  to  exert  itfelf  than 
by  afluming  a  Superiority  over  the  Guilty 
and  Unfortunate.  St.  Paul  brands  it  as  a 
great  Guilt  of  the  Corinthians ,  that  they> 
upon  Occafion  of  the  inceftuous  Perfons , 
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were  puffed  up  when  they  JJjould  have  mourn* 
ed.    When  we  fee  a  dead  Corpfe,   we  do 
not  infult  over  it,  or  brag  of  our  own  Health 
and  Vigour,   but  it  rather  damps  us,  and 
makes  us  reflect,  that  it  may,  we  know  not 
how  foon,  be  our  own  Condition.  And 
certainly  the  Spectacles  of  fpiritual  Mortali- 
ty fhou'd  have  the  fame  Operation.  We 
havfc  the  fame  Principle  of  Corruption  with 
our  lapfed  Brethren,  and  have  nothing  but 
God's  Grace  to  fecure  us  from  the  lame  Ef- 
fects, which  by  all  infulting  Reflections  we 
forfeit,  for  he  gives  Grace  only  to  the  Hum* 
ble.    St.  Paul  fays,  If  any  Man  he  ovzrtafon 
in  a  Faulty  re  ft  ore  fuch  a  one  in  the  Spirit  or 
Meeknefsy  confidering  thy  felf  lejl  thou  aljb  fa 
tempted.    The  Falls  of  others  ought  to  ex- 
cite our  Pity  towards  them,  our  Caution  to 
our  felves,  and  our  Thankfulnefs  to  God, 
if  he  has  preferv'd  us  from  the  like:  For 
who  made  thee  to  differ  from  another.  But 
if  we  fpread  our  Sails,  and  triumph  over 
their  Wrecks,  we  expofe  our  felves  to  worfe. 
Other  Sins,  like  Rocks,  may  fplit  us,  yet 
the  Lading  be  fav'd :  But  Pride,  like  a  Gulph, 
fwallows  us  up.    Our  very  Virtues,  when 
fo  leven'd,  becoming  Weights  andPlumets,- 
to  fink  us  to  the  deeper  Ruin.    The  A- 
poftle's  Counfel  is  therefore  very  pertinent 
to  this  Matter,  Be  not  high-minded  5  but  fear. 
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As  in  all  thefe  Reflexions  we  have  had 
particular  Regard  to  the  weaker  Sex,  fo 
muftwe  particularly  in  this  Article  of  Pride. 
Not  that  we  woifd  not  recommend  to  them, 
to  encourage  that  generous  Spirit  which  dif- 
dains  the  falfe  Flattery  of  Men  ,  and  is  a 
good  Guard  of  their  Virtue  and  Honour: 
But  fince  they  have,  not  without  fome 
Reafon,  been  charg'd  with  Vanity  and*Af- 
feCtation,  as  Frailties  more  peculiarly  theirs 
than  the  other  Sexes,  who  are,  however, 
far  from  being  free  from  them,  we  muft 
with  more  than  ordinary  Earneftnefs,  give 
them  Caution  again  ft  Vanity,  which  for  the 
moft  part  is  attended  by  AffeCtation,  info- 
much  that  one  can  hardly  tell  how  to  di- 
vide them.  I  will  not  call  them  Twins,  be- 
caufe  more  properly,  Vanity  is  the  Mother, 
and  Affectation  the  darling  Daughter.  Va- 
nity is  the  Sin,  and  Affectation  the  Punifh- 
ment.  The  firft  may  be  call'd  the  Root  of 
Self-love ,  the  other  the  Fruit.  Vanity  is 
never  at  its  full  Growth  till  it  fpreads  into 
AffeCtation,  and  then  it  is  compleat. 

Not  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  Defini- 
tion of  them,  we  will  pals  to- the  Means  and 
Motives  to  avoid  them.  In  order  to  it,  the 
Sex  aretoconfider,  that  the  World  challen- 
ges the  Right  of  Efteem  and  Applaufe  >  and 
where  any  affume,  by  their  fingle  Authority, 
to  be  their  own  Carvers ,  it  grows  angry , 
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and  never  fails  to  feek  Revenge.  If  we  mea- 
fure  a  Fault  by  the  Greatneis  of  the  Penal- 
ty, there  are  few  of  a  higher  Size  than  Va- 
nity^ as  there  is  fcaree  a  Puniftiment  which 
can  be  heavier  than  that  of  being  laught 
at. 

Vanity  makes  a  W oman,  tainted  with  it, 
fo  top  full  of  her  felf ,  that  fhe  fpills  it  up- 
on the  Company  and  becaufe  her  own 
Thoughts  are  entirely  employ'd  in  Self-Con- 
templation, fhe  endeavours,  by  an  unhappy 
Miftake,  to  confine  her  Acquaintance  to  the 
fame  narrow  Circle  of  that  which  only  con- 
cerns her  Ladyfliip,  forgetting  Ihe  is  not  of 
half  that  Importance  to  the  World,  that  fhe 
is  to  her  felf  5  fo  much  out  is  fhe  in  her 
Value,  by  being  her  own  Appraifer.  She 
will  fetch  fuch  a  Compafs  in  Difcourfe ,  to 
bring  in  her  beloved  Self,  and  rather  than 
fail,  her  fine  Petty  coat,  that  there  can  hard- 
ly be  a  better  Scene,  than  fuch  aTryal  of  ri- 
diculous Ingenuity.  It  is  a  Pleafure  to  fee 
her  angle  for  Commendations  y  and  rife  fo 
diflatisfy'd  with  the  ill-bred  Company,  if 
they  will  not  bite.  To  obferve  her  throw- 
ing her  Eyes  about  to  fetch  in  Prifoners. 
She  cruizes  like  a  Privateer,  and  is  fo  out 
of  Countenance,  if  fhe  returns  without 
Booty,  that  it  is  no  ill  Piece  of  Comedy. 
She  is  fo  eager  to  draw  Refped,  that  fhe  al- 
ways mifles  it  j  yet  thinks  it  £b  much  her 
A  a  f  Duer 
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Due,  that  when  {he  fails  fhe  grows  wafpifii, 
not  confidering  that  it  is  itnpoffible  to  com- 
mit a  Rape  upon  the  Will  >  that  it  muft  be 
fairly  gain'd,  and  will  not  be  taken  by  Storm  > 
and  that  in  this  Cafe  the  Tax  ever  rifes  high- 
eft  by  a  Benevolence.  If  the  World,  in- 
itead  of  admiring  her  imaginary  Excellen- 
cies, takes  the  Liberty  to  laugh  at  them, 
Hie  appeals  from  it  to  herfelf,  for  whom 
fhe  gives  Sentence,  and  proclaims  it  to  all 
Companies.  On  the  other  fide ,  if  encou- 
raged by  a  civil  Word,  fhe  is  fo  obliging 
that  fhe  will  give  Thanks  for  being  laugh'd 
at,  in  good  Language.  She  takes  a  Com- 
plement for  a  Demonflration,  and  fets  it  up 
as  an  Evidence  even  againft  her  Looking- 
Glafs.  But  the  good  Lady  being  all  this 
while  in  a  moft  profound  Ignorance,  for- 
gets that  Men  would  not  let  her  talk  upon 
them,  and  throw  fo  many  fenfelefs  Words  at 
their  Head ,  if  they  did  not  intend  to  put 
her  Perfon  to  Fine  and  Ranfom  for  her  Im- 
pertinence. Good  Words  for  any  other  La- 
dy are  fo  many  Stones  thrown  at  her :  She 
can  by  no  means  bear  them  $  they  make  her 
fo  uneafy  that  fhe  cannot  keep  her  Seat,  but 
up  fhe  rifes,  and  goes  home  half  burft  with 
Anger  and  ftrait  Lacing.  If  by  great  Chance 
{tie  fays  any  thing  that  has  Senle  in  it ,  ihe 
experts  fuch  an  Exceflive  Rate  of  Commen- 
dations, that,  to  her  thinking,  the  Com- 
pany 
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panyever  goes  away  in  her  Debt.  She  looks 
upon  Rules  as  things  made  for  the  common 
People,  and  not  for  Perfons  of  her  Rank  > 
and  this  Opinion  fometimes  tempts  her  to 
extend  her  Prerogative  to  the  difpenfing  with 
the  Commandments.  If  by  great  Fortune 
fhe  happens  in  fpite  of  her  Canity  to  be  ho- 
nefb,  fhe  is  fo  troublefome  with  it,  that  as 
far  as  in  her  lies  fhe  makes  a  fcurvy  thing  of 
it.  Her  bragging  of  her  Vertue  looks  as  if 
it  coft  her  fo  much  Pains  to  get  the  better 
of  herfelf,  that  the  Inferences  are  very  ridi- 
culous :  Her  good  Humour  is  generally  ap- 
ply'd  to  the  laughing  at  good  Senfe.  It 
would  do  one  good  to  fee  how  heartily  fhe 
delpifes  any  thing  that  is  fit  for  her  to  do, 
The  greatelt  part  of  her  Fancy  is  laid  out  in 
choofing  her  Gown  ,  as  her  Difcretion  is 
chiefly  employed  in  not  paying  for  it.  She 
is  faithful  to  the  Fafhion,  to  which  not  on- 
ly her  Opinion  but  her  Senfes  are  wholly 
refign'd.  So  obfequious  fhe  is  to  it,  that 
Ihe  would  be  reconcil'd  even  to  Virtue  , 
with  all  its  Faults,  if  fhe  had  her  Dancing- 
Mailer's  Word  that  it  was  pra6tic'd  at  Court. 

To  a  Woman  fo  compos'd ,  when  Affe- 
ctation comes  in  to  improve  her  Charadter^ 
it  is  then  rais'd  to  the  higheft  Perfection : 
She  firft  fets  up  for  a  fine  thing,  and  for 
that  Reafon  will  diflinguifh  herfelf,  right 
or  wrong,  in  every  thing  fhe  does,  She 
A  a  6  wou'd 
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wou'd  have  ir  thought  that  fhe  is  made  of 
fo  much  the  finer  Clay,  and  fo  much  more 
lifted  than  ordinary  ,  that  {he  has  no  com- 
mon Earth  about  her.  To  this  End  fhe 
muft  neither  move  nor  fpeak  like  other  Wo- 
men,  becaufe  it  would  be  vulgar,  and  there- 
fore muft  have  a  Language  of  her  own, 
fince  ordinary  Englijb  is  too  coarfe  for  her. 
TheLooking-Glafs  in  the  Morning  dilates 
to  her  all  the  Motions  of  the  Day,  which 
by  how  much  the  more  ftudy'd,  are  fo  much 
the  more  miftaken.  She  comes  into  a  Room 
as  if  her  Limbs  were  fet  on  with  ill-made 
Screws,  which  makes  the  Company  fear 
the  pretty  thing  fhould  leave  fome  of  its 
artificial  Perfon  upon  the  Floor.  She  does 
not  like  herfelf  as  God  Almighty  made  her, 
but  will  have  fome  of  her  own  Workman- 
ship, which  is  fo  far  from  making  her  a 
better  thing  than  a  Womar*,  that  it  turns 
her  into  a  worfe  Creature  than  a  Monkey. 
She  falls  out  with  Nature,  againft  which 
fhe  makes  War  without  admitting  ar  Truce, 
thofe  Moments  excepted  in  which  her  Gal- 
lant may  reconcile  her  to  it.  When  ihe 
has  a  mind  to  be  foft  and  languiftung,  there 
is  fomething  fo  unnatural  in  that  affected 
Eaflnefs  ,  that  her  Frowns  cou'd  not  be 
by  many  Degrees  fo  forbidding.  When  fhe 
wou'd  appear  unreafonably  humble,  one  may 
fee  fhe  is  fo  exceflively  proud  that  there  is 
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no  enduring  it :  There  is  fuch  an  imperti- 
nent Smile  ,  fuch  a  fatisfy'd  Simper  y  when 
fhe  faintly  difowns  fome  fulfome  Commen- 
dation a  Man  happens  to  beftow  upon  her 
againft  his  Conference,  that  her  Thanks  for 
it  are  more  vifible  under  fuch  a  Difguife^ 
than  theycou'd  be  if  fhe  fhou'd  print  them, 
If  a  handfbmer  Woman  takes  any  Liberty  of 
Drefling  out  of  the  ordinary  Rules,  the  mi- 
flaken  Lady  follows  without  diftinguiiliing 
the  unequal  Pattern,  and  makes  herfelf  ug- 
lier  by  an  Example  mifplac'd,  either  forget- 
ing  the  Privilege  of  good  Looks  in  another, 
or  prefuming  without  fufficient  Reafon  up- 
on her  own.  Her  Difcourfe  is  x  fenfelete 
Chime  of  empty  Words,  a  Heap  of  Com- 
pliments, fo  equally  apply'd  to  different 
Perfons,  that  they  are  neither  valu'd  nor 
believ'd.  Her  Eyes  keep  pace  with  her 
Tongue ,  and  are  therefore  always  in  Mo- 
tion. One  may  difcern  that  they  generally 
incline  to  the  compaffionate  fide  >  and  that, 
notwithflanding  her  Pretence  to  Vertue,  fhe 
is  gentle  to  difirelt  Lovers,  and  Ladies  that 
are  merciful.  She  will  repeat  the  tender 
part  of  a  Play  fo  feelingly  y  that  the  Com- 
pany may  guefs  without  Injultice  fhe  was 
not  altogether  a  difinterefted  Spectator.  She 
thinks  that  Paint  and  Sia  are  concealed  by 
railing  at  them.  Upon  the  whole,  being 
divided  between  the  two  oppofites  of  Pride, 
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her  Beauty  and  her  Vertue,  fhe  is  often 
tempted  to  give  broad  Hints  that  fomebody 
is  dying  for  her  \  and  of  the  two  fhe  is  left 
unwilling  to  let  the  World  think  fhe  may 
be  fometimes  profan'd,  than  that  fhe  is  ne- 
ver worfhipp'd. 

Very  great  Beauty  may  perhaps  fo  dazle 
for  a  time,  that  Men  may  not  fo  clearly  fee 
the  Deformity  of  thefe  Affe&ations  5  but 
when  the  Brightnefs  goes  off,  and  the  Lo- 
ver's Eyes  are  by  that  means  fet  at  Liberty 
to  fee  things  as  they  are,  he  will  naturally  re- 
turn to  his  Senfes,  and  recover  the  Miftake 
into  which  the  Ladies  good  Looks  had  at 
firft  engag'd  him.  When  he  is  once  unde- 
ceived, he  ceafes  to  worfhip  that  as  a  God- 
defs  which  he  fees  only  an  artificial  Shrine, 
mov'd  by  Wheels  and  Springs  to  delude  him. 
Such  Women  pleafe  only  like  the  firft  open- 
ing of  a  Scene,  that  has  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it  but  the  being  new.  They  may  be 
compared  to  Flies,  that  have  pretty  fhining 
Wings  for  two  or  three  hot  Months,  but 
the  firft  cold  Weather  makes  an  End  of 
them  y  fo  the  latter  Seafon  of  thefe  flutter- 
ing Creatures  is  difmal.  From  their  neareft 
Friends  they  receive  a  very  faint  Refpeft, 
from  the  relt  of  the  World  the  utmoft  De- 
gree of  Contempt. 

This  Pi6ture,  as  gay  as  it  is,  is  moft  like- 
ly to  have  an  Effe£t  on  the  Minds  of  thofe 
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gay  Ladies  that  can  make  a  Jeft  of  good 
Counfel,  but  cannot  bear  to  be  made  a  Jeft 
of  themfelves,  which  Vanity  and  Affe6tati- 
on  will  certainly  do.  Their  Deformity  well 
confider'd  is  Inftru&ion  enough,  for  the 
fame  Reafon  that  the  Sight  of  a  Drunkard 
is  a  better  Sermon  againft  that  Vice,  than 
the  beft  that  was  ever  preach'd  upon  it. 

After  having  faid  thus  much  againft  Va- 
nity, we  mult  remind  the  Ladies  that  we 
do  not  intend  to  apply  the  fame  Cenfure  to 
Pride  well  plac'd  and  rightly  defin'd.  It  is 
an  ambiguous  Word  ;  one  kind  of  it  is 
as  much  a  Virtue  as  the  other  is  a  Vice- 
But  we  are  naturally  fo  apt  to  chufe  the 
worft ,  that  it  is  become  dangerous  to  re- 
commend the  beft  fide  of  it. 

A  Woman  is  not  to  be  proud  of  her  fine 
Gown,  nor  when  fhe  has  lefs  Wit  than  her 
Neighbours  to  comfort  herfelf  that  flie  has 
more  Lace.  Some  Ladies  put  fo  much 
Weight  upon  Ornaments,  that,  if  onecou'd 
fee  into  their  Hearts,  itwou'd  be  found  that 
even  the  Thoughts  of  Death  are  made  lefs 
heavy  to  them ,  by  the  Contemplation  of 
their  being  laid«but  in  State  and  honourably 
attended  to  the  Grave. 

One  may  come  a  good  deal  fhort  of  fuch 
an  Extream,  and  yet  ftill  be  fufficiently  im- 
pertinent, by  fetting  a  wrong  Value  upon 
Things  which  ought  to  be  uled  with  more 
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Indifference.  A  Lady  muft  not  appear  fol*- 
licitous  to  engrofs  Refpe6t  to  herfelf ,  but 
be  content  with  a  reafonable  Diftribution, 
and  allow  it  to  others,  that  {he  may  have  it 
returned  to  her.  She  is  not  to  be  trouble  - 
fomely  nice,  nor  to  diftinguifh.  herfelf  by 
being  too  delicate,  as  if  ordinary  things  were 
too  coarfe  for  her.  This  is  an  unmannerly 
and  offenfive  Pride,  and  where  it  is  pra6tis'd 
deferves  to  be  mortify'd,  of  which  it  feldom 
fails.  She  is  not  to  lean  too  much  upon  her 
Quality,  much  lefs  to  defpife  thofe  that  are 
below  it.  Some  make  Quality  an  Idol,  and 
then  their  Reafon  muft  fall  down  and  wor- 
fhip  it.  They  would  have  the  World  think 
that  no  Amends  can  ever  be  made  for  the 
want  of  a  great  Title,  or  an  ancient  Coat  of 
Arms.  They  imagine  that,  with  thefe  Ad* 
vantages,  they  ftand  upon  the  higher  Ground^ 
which  makes  them  look  down  upon  Merit 
and  Vertue  as  things  inferior  to  them.  This 
Miftake  is  not  only  fenfelefs  but  criminal 
too ,  in  putting  a  greater  Price  upon  that 
which  is  a  piece  of  good  Luck,  than  upon 
things  which  are  valuable  in  themfelves. 
Laughing  is  not  enough  for  fuch  a  Folly, 
it  muft  be  feverely  whip'd,  as  it  juftly  de- 
ferves. It  will  be  confeft,  there  are  fre- 
quent Temptations  given  Perfons  of  Rank 
to  be  angry,  and  by  that  to  have  their  Judg- 
ments corrupted  in  thefe  Cafes,    But  they 
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are  to  be  refitted,  and  the  utmoft  that  is  to 
be  allow'd,  is,  when  thefe  of  a  new  Editi- 
on will  forget  themfelves,  fo  as  either  to 
bragg  of  their  weak  fide,  or  to  endeavour 
to  hide  their  Meannefs  by  their  Infolence, 
to  cure  them  by  a  little  feafonable  Raillery, 
a  little  Sharpnefs  well-plac'd,  without  dwel- 
ling long  upon  it. 

Thefe  and  many  other  Kinds  of  Pride  are 
to  be  avoided. 

That  which  is  to  be  recommended  to  La- 
dies, is  an  Emulation  to  raife  themfelves  to 
a  Character,  by  which  they  may  be  diftin- 
guifh'd,  an  Eagernefs  for  Precedence  in  Ver- 
tue, and  all  fuch  other  things  as  may  gain 
them  a  greater  Share  of  the  good  Opinion 
of  the  World.  Efteem  to  Vertue  is  like 
cherifliing  Air  to  Plants  and  Flowers,  which 
makes  them  blow  and  profper^  and  for  that 
Reafon  it  may  be  allow'd  to  be  in  fome  De- 
gree the  Caufe,  as  well  as  the  Reward  of  it. 
That  Pride  which  leads  to  a  good  End  can- 
not be  a  Vice,  fince  it  is  the  beginning  of  a 
Vertue,  and  to  be  pleas'd  withjuft  Applaufe 
is  fo  far  from  a  Fault ,  that  it  would  be  an 
ill  Symptom  in  a  Woman,  who  fhould  not 
place  the  greateft  part  of  her  Satisfa£lion  in 
it.  Humility  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  Virtue, 
but  it  ceafes  to  be  fo  when  it  is  afraid  to 
fcorn  an  ill  thing.  Againft  Vice  and  Folly 
'tis  becoming  Ladies  to  be  haughty,  but 
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they  mud  not  carry  the  Contempt  of  things 
to  Arrogance  towards  Perfons ;  and  it  mull 
be  done  with  fitting  Diftin£tions ,  elfe  it 
may  be  inconvenient  by  being  unfeafonable. 
A  Pride  that  raifes  a  little  Anger,  to  be  out- 
done in  any  thing  that  is  good,  will  have  fo 
good  an  Effe£t^  that  it  is  very  hard  to  allow 
it  to  be  a  Fault. 

It  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  carry  even  between 
thefe  two  differing  Kinds  of  Pride }  but 
they  ihould  remember  that  'tis  fafer  for  a 
Woman  to  be  thought  too  proud  than  too 
familiar. 

The  Folly  and  Wickednefs  of  this  Vice 
having  been  thus  expkin'd,  as  well  with 
Refpeft  to  our  Condu£i  in  Civil  Life,  as  in 
a  Chriftian :  It  will  appear  not  only  fo  hei- 
nous, but  fo  ridiculous,  that  were  our  Con- 
cern for  this  World  only,  methinks  enough 
has  been  faid  to  make  all  reafonable  People 
to  deteft  it. 
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Chriftianity  the  beft-naiur*  d  Institution,  436. 
Churches,  the  Ladies  are fs  for  them,  68. 
Clamour  fuccefsful  in  Women,  and  why,  25^ 
Clearnefs,  the  Caufe  of  it  in  'Thinking,  490  What 

moft  conduces  to  it,  fl^. 
Clemency,  the  Abufe  of  it,  1 30. 
Clovflcrs ,  the  Virginity  of  them  not  Praifc '-worthy , 

Iff? 

Company,  good  againft  Lewdnefs,  174. 
,  Companion  bred  by  Charity,  270. 
Contemplation,  what  requijite  to  it,  472. 
Contradiction,  Men  delight  in  it,  467. 
Converfation  gay  and  merry,  the  Danger  of  k,  1 3, 
Cofth  Apparel,  when  criminal,  106, 

Curiofltv. 
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-Curiofity,  too  much  of  it  criminal,  2iy.  How  it 
Jhould  be  employed,  218  &  feq.  Vicious  when 
it  enquires  into  the  Works  of  the  Creation  with  a 
Sprit  of  Scepticifm ,  230,  231.  Begot  by  Envy 
and  Idlenefs,  232.    A  Caufe  of  Scandal,  417. 

Cuflom  not  to  be  our  Guide  in  giving  Alms,  318. 
The  Mtfchiefs  of  it,  441,  442. 

D. 

Dancing,  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  it,  63. 
Dxvia^T  Wickednefs  after  his  Adultery,  160, 
Decency  makes  Converfation  ufeful,  131. 
Debates  religious,  with  what  Animofity  carry* don, 

373- 

Debtors,  the  Uncharitablenefs  of  ufing  them  ill,  300. 
Directions  for  their  giving  Alms,  327. 

Defamation ,  thofe  that  are  guilty  of  it  fear  it  mojl, 
369.  Pride  a  great  Caufe  of  it,  378.  Mojl  fcan-. 
dalous  in  Men  otherwife  virtuous,  403. 

Delicacy  neceffary  in  the  Ufe  of  Wit,  56. 

Dejigning  Perfons  hateful,  570. 

Detraction  never  carry* d  to  fuch  an  Extravagance  , 
as  now,  35*8.  A  flat  Contradiction  to  Charity , 
3^9.  Various  Kinds  of  it,  ^6$,  &feq,  'Blame  able 
when  true,  37^.  Envy  a  great  Promoter  of  it, 
379.    The  poor  Gains  that  is  made  of  it,  420. 

Difcourfe,  how  fpoilt  by  Affectation,  5*41 . 

Difcretion,  what  is  imply  d  hi  it,  12J.  The  Advan- 
tages of  it,  131.  It  confifls  in  timing  things,  ib. 
How  to  be  obferv'd  in  Acts  of  Charity,  332. 

Difputation,  the  common  Rules  perplexing,  ^03. 

Diftin&ion  to  be  obferv* d  between  the  good  and* bad, 
210. 

Divinity,  Sophiflicators  of  it  feduce  Women,  245*. 
Dodor  and  Plowman,    in  what  the  Difference  be- 
tvjeen  them  confifls,  45-9.  Drefs, 
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Drefs,  theDefign  of  it,  6  J  Errors  in  it,  68  &  feq. 
regulated  by  wife  States ,  72.  No  Affectation  in 
it  mifjes  its  End,  79.  Rules  for  it  out  of  Scripture^ 
82.  Rich  Cloaths  not  forbidden,  84.  Neatnefs 
commendable,  99.  Criminal  if  it  tempts,  though 
without  Dejign,  101,  102.  Time  not  to  be  waft- 
ed about  it,  104.    The  Power  of  it^  109. 

Drinking,  the  beaftlinefs  of  it  in  Women,  190.  And 
the  Danger,  191. 

Dryden,  yerjes  of  his  againfl  Women,  3. 

Duellifts  in  a  State  of  Damnation,  278, 279,  &  feq* 

Dunners,  how  fcandalous  to  the  Great,  73. 

E. 

Earth,  the  fiviftnefs  of  its  Motion,  22$. 
Eafinefs  of  Temper  as  had  as  Inflexibility,  243. 
Education ,  the  Mifchief  of  its  Prejudices  in  ReJigi* 

on,  242 .    How  Women  have  improved  by  it,  435, 
Effronterie,  of  vicious  Women,  not  to  be  corrected 

by  Lectures,  194. 
Eloquence,  the  beft,  in  what  it  conjifts,  $21. 
Employment  necefjary  for  the  Great ,  14.    A  Duty 

in  all,  29. 
Emulation  in  Virtue  recommended,  54$*. 
Enemies  to  be  beloved,  2jf,  311. 
Envy  its  o  wn  Punijhment,  35-1.    The  bafeji  of  all 
Crimes^  3^2.    No  body  will  own  it,  ib. 
Equivalent,  Converfation  fo,  as  well  as  Commerce, 

492. 

Ejlates,  Ladies  JJjould  be  acquainted  with  their  Huf- 

bands,  20. 
Examples,  the  Force  of  them,  387. 
Experiments,  upon  others  Fame,  dangerous,  371. 
EtXpoftulations  on  the  Duty  of  Charity,  348,  349. 
Eye  and  Hand  to  be  kept  chafte,  167. 

F. 
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F. 

Faith,  its  Objects  as  rationally  proved  as  thofe  of  Sci- 
ence, 45^.    Has  a  Mixture  of  the  Will,  4^7. 

■Fall  of  others  ought  to  excite  our  Pity,  53$;. 

Fame,  public  k,  the  Meafure  of  Good  and  Evil,  237. 
How  dear  tt  ftiould  be  to  every  one,  360.  How 
the  Great  have  courted  it,  %6i. 

Family,  not  to  he  neglected  for  the  Poor,  297,  298. 

Fancy,  not  to  be  indulged  in  Uncleannefs,  167.  'The 
Tyrant  of  Luft,  2CI.  Of  Women,  how  ill  em- 
ployed, 539. 

Fajhions,  the  Caufe  of  Vanity  in  Drefs,y^,  Followed 

m  Worjhip,  129. 
Fa/Is,  how  abused,  36,  131." " 

Faults  of  others  are  fome times  to  be  publijlfd,  377, 

But  not  lightly,  384. 
Filthy  Difcourfe  criminal,  169. 
Flattery  dangerous  to  Women,  195*. 
Foppery  avoided  not  for  the  Sin  but  the  Folly  of  it , 

70,  81. 

Foppijh  Airs  impudent  in  Women,  198. 

Fortune  no  Plea  for  Idlenefs,  12.  Good  of  Things , 
not  to  be  proud  of,  5-31. 

French  Authors,  how  they  abufe  the  Women,  f. 

French  Ladies,  the  great  Freedom  they  take,  188. 

Friends,  their  Advice  of  great  Advantage,  465". 

Friendjhip  with  the  Wicked fcandalous  among  the  Pa- 
gans, 207. 

Frugality,  decent,  a  Virtue,  149.  A  Duty  for  the 
.    fake  of  Charity,  333. 

G. 

Gallant  Authors,  the  Danger  of  reading  them,  if. 
Gaming  ,  how  far  allowable  in  Women,  61.  How 

it 
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it  provokes  Anger ,  265.    The  Gains  to  be  given 
to  the  Poor ;  322. 
Genius  to  be  conjulted,  460. 

God,  the  Necejfity  of  his  Being  pro  ved,  499,  500, 
&  feq. 

Goodnefs  makes  all  other  Perfections  excellent,  354. 
Government  for  the  Good  of  the  People,  213. 
Grammar,  Ladies  fiould  learn  it,  17.    May  do  it 

in  Engliih  Books,  J24. 
Gratitude  and  Love  to  God,  ExpreJ/ions  of  them , 

Gregory  Nazianzen  ,  his  Saying  of  a  charitable 

Man,  342. 
Grudging  Jpoils  Charity,  295^  296. 

H. 

Hannibal ,  his  Saying  of  MarcellusV  Perverfenefs, 
252. 

Hatred  not  fo  bafe  as  Envy,  3^2. 

Haughtinefs  in  Almjgiving  condemned,  339. 

Heaven  a  Scene  of  Content,  261. 

Herbert  Mr.  his  Saying  of  Talkativenefs,  1S1. 

Hifiory  Jbould  be  read  by  Ladies,  20,  22. 

Honour,  miftaken  Notions  of  it,   \$.    The  Mif chief 

they  have  done,  360. 
Houfekeepers,  poor,  the  bejl  Objects  of  Charity,  320. 
Humility  the  diflinguijbing  Character  of  good-  Mini- 

fters,  236.    The  mojl  excellent  Cure  for  Anger , 

263.    Two  forts  of  it,  5-25*. 
Humour  mujl  never  be  our  Guide  y  12  f. 
Husband,  fecond,  when  not  to  be  marry* d,  237. 
Husbands  not  to  be  engaged  by  Drefs,  117, 
Hypocrify  in  Scandal,  434. 

Bb  I. 
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I 

Ideas,  what  is  underftood  by  them,  483,  484.  How 
we  are  deceived  in  them  ,486.  How  to  govern 
them,  487. 

Idleness,  the  Sin  of  it,  7.  All  the  Chrijlian  Ver- 
mes againft  it,  9. 

Jealoufy,  the  Torments  of  it,  201 . 

Jefus  Chrift  his  Life  a  glorious  Recommendation  of 
Charity ,  343. 

Jew  eh,  to  wear  them  not  Jinful,  84,  85*. 

Jews,  the  Proportion  of  their  Charity  to  their  Ejlates, 
336- 

Impiety  increaft  by  Defamation,  386. 

Ignorance  the  Mother  of  Vice,  439. 

Impudence  in  Women  the  great  Vice  and  Deformi- 
ty of  it,  189,  192. 

Indifcretion  as  deftruilive  to  Reputation  as  Guilt, 
211. 

Induftryof  vicious  People  to  corrupt  others,  443. 
Infidelity  and  Uncle annefs  go  together,  203. 
Informer,  in  what  an  odious  Character,  429. 
Injuries  to  Reputation  theworfl  of  any,  363. 
Inauifitivenefs  into  other  Mens  Affairs  condemned, 
266. 

Inter  eft  worldly,  the  great  Argument,  $11. 

Invention,  what  is  its  Office,  491. 

Judging  ill  of  our  Neighbour,  the  Fault  of  it,  391, 

393- 

Judgment  of  the  Great  Day  not  to  be  anticipated, 

"Ad- 
judgment, what  it  is  deceived  by,  Arifes  from 

Comparifon  of  Ideas,  489. 
Juftlce,  when  it  may^ceafe  to  be  refpetted ,  1 29. 

How  it  has  relation  to  Charity,  ^06. 

J  K. 
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K. 

Knowledge  defined,  4^3  > 


Labour,  a  Command  and  Punijhment,  fo.  A  Re- 
medy againft  Ltift,  170. 

Ladies,  Inftrutlions  for  their  Reading  and  Studies,  1 7. 

Lady,  a  great  one  drew  her Husband' }s 'Writings,  18. 

Language  often  in  Fault  when  we  think  Ideas  are 
4§8. 

Languages  a  neceffary  Accomplipment  for  Ladies,  23, 

Languiping  Airs  finful,  197. 

Laughing,  heed  to  be  taken  in  it,  422.    An  Atte?i~ 

dant  to  Vanity,  538. 
Law ,   haw  far  Ladies  jhould  acquaint  them} elves 

with  it,  18.    Againjl  Adulterers,  163. 
Levelling  Principles,  how  far  every  one  is  fubjefl  to 

them,  35-5-. 

Libellers,  how  they  Jin  aguinfl  Chanty,  273. 
Liberality  a  neceffary  Qualification  of  Charity,  301, 
Liberty,  the  Love  of  it  rewarded  with  Fame,  362 
Library  Ladies,  the  Defign  of  it,  I,  6. 
Lightnefs  of  Carriage  criminal,  194. 
Liftners  condemned,  214. 

Litigioufnefs,  how  blame  able  in  Minifters,  310, 
Logic k  natural,  what  it  is,  479. 
Looking-Glafs  the  IVomens  Guide,  5-40. 
Love  lawful,  muft  not  be  us* d  immoderately,  iff 
LuciferV  Envy  loft  him  Heaven,  35-6. 
Ludicrous  'Terms  the  only  way  of  Reproof,  178, 
Luft,  the  Filthinefs  of  it,  1^8. 
Lycurgus  his  Saying  about  Levelling,  40^. 
Lyes,  our  modern  Libellers  great  Dealers in  them,%66, 
B  b  2  Lying 
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hying  Sprit  gone  out  among  us,  433. 

M. 

Magnificence  in  A  Sis  of  Charity  condemned,  294, 316. 

Man,  how  wonderfully  he  is  made,  216,  217.  An 
Enemy  to  God  by  his  Works,  277.  What  a  De- 
pendent he  is  on  God,  344,  345*. 

Man-haters,  380. 

Manflaughter  too  foft  a  Name  and  Punijlrment  for 

Murther,  278. 
Marriage  hallowed  by  Chrift  into  a  Myjlery,  161. 

TheAbufeofit,  177. 
Mafon  the  Preacher,  Women  fedufd  by  him,  244. 
Meditation  burthenfome  to  Nature,  473. 
Meeknefs  a  Woman's  beft  Ornament,  114,  240,  & 

feq. 

Men  as  well  as  Women  faulty  in  revealing  Secrets , 
187. 

Mercy  without  Alms  a  Duty ,  314.    What  are  the 

Works  of  it,  315'. 
Merry  Humours  will  be  gratiffd at  any  Ex-pence, 

374- 

JSlicrofcopes ,  what  wonderful  things  to  be  viewed 

with  them,  228. 
Mien,  Gravity  enjoyed  in  it  by  Scripture,  238. 
Milton,  Verfes  of  his  againft  Women,  2, 
Mind  to  be  advanced  before  the  Body,  116.  Its  Great- 

nefs  conjifis  in  wijhing  the  Happinefs  of  others^ 

353- 

JShferable  not  to  be  infulted,  $34. 
Miftrefs  of  a  Family  jhould  be  frugal,  I  $0. 
Moderation,  the  great  Virtue  of  it,  285*. 
Modefly  in  Drefs  not  to  be  avoided  but  moderated, 
93,  &  feq. 

Modefly,  the  great  Grace  and  Virtue  of  it,  1 79.  It 

wins 
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wins  more  than  'Beauty  198.  A  Branch  of  So- 
briety, 212. 

Monkijh  Foundations  no  A  its  of  Charity,  316. 

Moon,  its  Extent  and  Diflance  from  the  Earth  y 
220,  &  feq. 

Moral  Philofophy,  Ladies  Jhould  be  taught  it,  22. 
Mortifications  torpor al,   too  much  infifted  on  by  the 

the  Papifts  and  others,  172. 
Murther ,  the  great  Sin  of  it,  278.    Not  punijh^d 

fever ely  enough y  ib. 
Mafic  k,  the  Danger  and  Ufe  of  it,  if, 

K. 

Nakednefs  not  to  be  exposed  or  pryyd  into,  23  & 

Nature  humane,  delights  in  Charity,  328,  Unwil- 
ling to  own  its  Ignorance,  5*19. 

Naylor  the  Quaker,  his  Blafphemies,  244. 

Nebuchadnezzar  punijhedfor  his  Pride,  J29; 

Neighbour ,  the  Extenfivenefs  of  our  Love  to  him^ 
269.  The  Duty  of  our  Concern  for  his  Soul,  287. 
And  for  his  Body,  289,  290.  And  Eftate,  291, 
And  Reputation,  303.  »fejames\r  Royal  Law^oy, 

Nicenefs  unneceffary,  a  Fault,  146. 

Noify  Nonfenfe  of  Men  not  to  be  fuffe-fd  by  Women*, 
440. 

Novelty  expelled  even  in  Lejfons  of  Religion,  12,2, 
O; 

Obedience  of  Wives  made  a.  jefi  of,   135*,  Thought 

a  great  Hard/hip,  ib. 
Obfcurity  affe&ed,  and  why,  $14. 
Offenders  open,  to  be  reproved,  394. 
Operas,  the  Danger  of  frequenting  them,  16*. 
Opinion  governs  the  World,  395-. 
Otway,  Verfes  ofhis  againft  Women  r  2,  3r4« 

B  b  3  ~  Paint t 
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p. 

Taint,  in  Women,  the  Folly  and  Sin  of  it,  98* 
parley  mufl  be  avoided  by  Women,  199. 
Partiality,  every  Marf s  to  himfelf,  388,  397. 
Particles  ill  us  d  perplex  Difcourfe,  $16. 
PaJJion  enflam^d  by  Words,  261.    Predominant  in 
all,  fc6. 

Peace-making,  the  Duty  of  it,  309. 

Peevijhnefs  affected  by  Women,  142. 

Pity  to  the  Poor,  the  Duty  of  it,  325-.  To  our  Neigh- 
bours Faults,  41 1 . 

Philopoemen,  his  great  Virtue,  197. 

Phocion,  his  Advice  again  ft  Haftinefs,  264. 

Play-Houfe  Difcipline,  what  a  help  to  Impudence,  188. 

Poetry,  hovj  far  Ladies  Jhould  be  indulged  in  the  ftu- 
dy'of,  27. 

Poor  not  to  be  infulted  when  relieved,  340. 
Poverty  fins  againfl  Chaftity  as  well  as  Riches,  171. 
Praife,  Mens  Averfion  to  it,  431. 
Prayer  for  thofe  that  labour,  53.    For  the  Rich,  54.. 

Againfl  Vanity,  149.    For  Purity  of  Mind,  if  I. 

A  Remedy  againfl  Luft ,  ijf.    Againfl  Anger , 

l6j.    Charity  one  of  its  Wings,  326. 
Preachers,  their  Railing  uncharitable  a  damnable 

Sin,  276. 

Pride,  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Sin,  5*26.  Its  Punijh- 
rnent,  ^28.  Folly,  5*29.  The  Necejfity  of  flying 
it,  5-33.  When  a  Vertue,  5*43.  Hard  to  carry  it 
even  between  the  two  kinds  of  it,  $4.6. 

Principles  of  Women  vitiated  by  Men,  202. 

Prodigality  a  Companion  of  Idlenefs,  34. 

Pronunciation,  where  it  takes  more  than  good  Senfe, 

Proportions  of  Charity  confidered,  337,  338. 
Proflitutejj  their  Slavery  and  Wretcbednefs,  199. 

Pru- 
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Prudence,  a  Qualification  more  neceffary  than  Urit  , 
j-6.  As requijite  as  Innocence,  to  prejerve  the  La- 
dies Characters  for  Virtue,  211.  The  ufe  of  it  in 
Charity,  299.  The  great  Improvement  of  ourUn- 
derjlanding,  485". 

Puritans,  their  Law  againft  Adulterers,  164. 

Q. 

Quakers,  theit  Miftake  in  Drefs,  85*.  Their  Error 
about  Women's  preaching,  182.  Expect  Reverence 
the1  they  will  not  pay  it,  236. 

Qualities  of the  Mind  get  like  Habits  of  the  Body  by  ufe, 
120. 

Quality,  the  Crime  of  making  an  Idol  of  it,  5-44. 
Quarrels  arijing  from  Detraction,  the  terrible  Effects 

of  them,  364,  43J'. 
Queen  Mary,  her  divine  Character  for  Charity  to 

Men's  Souls,  2S8. 
Quiet  Spirit,  the  Praifes  of  it,  141. 

R. 

Railing,  the  Offence  of  it,  432,  &  feq.  Common 
Vice,  ibid. 

Reafon,  Humane,  very  p  allow,  463.    Cannot  be 

engrofs'd,  464.  Refer s  to  Revelation,  482.  What 

it  requires  of  us,  497. 
Reafonmg  defined,  480.    The  ufe  of  it,  481.  Rules 

for  it,  493,  &  feq. 
Recreations,  the  Ufe  and  Danger  of  them,  5-9,  64. 
Reformation  of  Manners ,  the  Piety  of  that  Defign, 

289. 

Religion,  none  without  Virtue ,  123.    Tainted  by 

Scandal,  372. 
Reports  Defamatory,  Reflexions  on  them,  36$.  Ho  w 

they  fpread,  389. 

I  Reproach, 
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Reproach,  the  fear  of  it  the  Caufe  of  Sin,  40IV 
Reproof  when  lawful,  430. 
Revelation  to  be  prefer }dto  Reafon,  45*0,  4^1. 
Revenge,  a  moft  wicked  and  mifchievous  Pajfion,  280* 
Reverence  due  to  Minifters,  236.    When  they  forfeit 
it,  ibid, 

Revilers,  half  witted People,  402. 

Rhetoric k,  taught  us  by  Mature,  fiz*    The  Dejign 

of  it,  5-13. 
Riches,  no  Sin  to  lay  them  up,  88,  89. 
Robbers  may  give  Alms,  317. 
Roman  Ladies  not  allow*  d  to  talk  inpublick,  181 , 
Romans,  how  fond  they  were  of  Fame y  361* 
Rule,  the  beft  of  Reafon  and  Religion,  125*. 

s. 

Sacrament  of  the  hordes  Supper,  too  much  exposed  t$ 
Adulterers  and  Whoremongers,  166. 

Saturn,  Planet,,  its  Bignefs  and  Diftance  from  the 
Earth,  222. 

Satyr,  more  effectual  than  Inftruftion  towards  a  Re- 
formation, 178. 

Scandal,  the  damnable  Sin  of  it,  273, 

Scandalous  Chronicles among  the  Great,  184* 

Science,  what  it  isy  4^6. 

Scolding,  the  Shame  of  it,  400^ 

Seat,  a  fine  one  defined,  218,  &  feq. 

Secrets  reveal* d  by  Women,  186,  406.  Of  State  not 
to  be  officioufly pry* d  into,  213. 

Self-hove,,  inconjiflent^ojith  Charity ,  312.  The  Root 
and  Fruit  of  it,.  5:36. 

Servants,  how  they Jhorf dfpendtheirTime,  49. 

Senfes,  their  Light  fallacious,  454,  45-5*. 

Shamefacednefs,  the  Beauty  of  it  in  Women,  179, 

Shew,  Women  mijledby  it,  ^y\. 


Silena 
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Silence  in  Churches,  enjoyed  Women  by  the  GofpcL 

182.  An  excellent  Remedy  againjl  Cenfure,  427. 
Sin,  the  Spit  cf nine  ft  of  it,  208.    Shod  d  create  Shame, 

234.    The  moft  fertile  Womb  of  it,  401.  How 

vccqfion'd by  Pride,  fij. 
Singularity,  the  Pride  of  it,  92. 
Slander,  the  great  Vice  of  it,  184.    It  grows  in  all 

Soils,  372.    A  Weed  of  the  qmckefl  Growth,  38$*. 
Sobriety  of  the  Soul,  in  what  it  conjijls,  flf. 
Society,  with  the  Wanton  to  be  avoided,  208. 
Socrates,  what  he  faid  of  his  own  Knowledge,  183. 
Solomon,  his  Defcription  of  Difcretion,  131.  His 

diftinguijhing  Character  of  a  foolijh  Woman,  2  57 . 
Solon,       Saying  of  Happinefs  to  Croefus,  204. 
Sophifms,  of  the  Heart  and  Head,  ^04,  ^Of. 
v5Wj",  their  Company  to  be  avoided,  36. 
Souls  of  Women  negleSled  for  their  Bodies,  203. 
Spelling,  Faults  in  it  eajily  corrected,  5^3 . 
Spirit,  inwhat  the  Greatnefs  of  it  conjijls,  2fl.  The 

Happinefs  of  a  contented  one,  280. 
Starrs,  their  Magnitude  and  Dijlancefrom  the  Earth, 

224,  &  feq. 
State  Jug/ers,  afraid  of  being  obferv^d,  213. 
Statue,  a  fine  one,  preferable  to  a  fine  foolijh  Woman 

119. 

Strength,  every  one  Jhouldconfult  his  own,  462. 
Style,  every  Author  has  fomething  remarkable  in  it , 

Subjection  of  Women,  its  Expediency,  25*0. 
Sun,  its  Bignefs  and  Dijlance  from  the  Earth,  22 I? 
&  feq. 

Superiors,  the  Refpett  due  to  them,  233. 
Swearing  in  Women,  the  Shame  and  Stn  of  it,  189. 
Syllogifm,  $Q2. 
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T. 

Talebearer  not  to  be  fuffer*d,  i6f. 

Talkativenefs,  the  great  IVeaknefs  of it,  ff,  5*6, 1  Si, 
183.    A  Caufe  of  Defamation,  383. 

Tat  ling,  fupported  by  Scandal \  i8f,  382.  Scanda- 
lous, 390 

Teachers  of  Novelty,  apt  to  fe  due  e  Worn  en,  244. 
Temper,  Women  Zhou* d have  a  great  Guard  upon  it, 

144.    The  Value  of  a  malleable  one,  249, 
Temptations,  by  Drefs  criminal \  1 53.    Not  to  be 

argued  with,  1 70. 
Termes,  Mifiakes  in  them  the  Caufe  of  Debate,  497, 

Termigant  Spirtt,  fwful,  147. 

Time,  to  be  improved  and  accounted  for,  32.  Mis- 
employ* d  by  Great  Men,  38.  How  fpent  by  vain 
Ladies,  42.    Directions  for  them,  44. 

Tongue,  the  Leprofy  of  it  apt  to  fpread,  404.  Men 
loth  to  be  cur  d  of  it,  419. 

Tradesmen,  the  Folly  and  Sin  of  their  being  idle,  15*. 

Treasures  in  Heaven,  laid  up  by  Charity  on  Earthy 
294,  &  feq.  35-0. 

Trencher  Guefts,  great  Detr after s,  381. 

Triflers,  to  be  avoided,  36. 

Trinity,  Reflections  on  the  Myftery  of  it,  4^0. 

Trufl,  Prejudices  of  all  Kinds  taken  up  upon  it,  396, 

Truth,  of  our  Neighbour  not  to  be  faid  at  all  times , 
410.  The  Objett  of  our  Under/landing,  449.  Its 
Followers  defpis^d,  466.  It  makes  a  Contraction 
of  Thought,  469.  Why  we  jhotCd  be  in  love  with 
it,  478.  Offends  the  Great,  479.  It  is  but  one, 
foj.    Our  pre fent  Inter efl  to  fe arch  after  it,  ^08. 

Tyrants  and  their  Minifters,  why  they  defpife  Fame, 

V, 


Index, 

v. 

Vain  Men  moft  pleased  with  Scandal,  378. 

Vanity  of  Drefs,  96.  Love  fometimes  kindled  by  Va- 
nity, 196.  It fpoils  the  Duty  of  Alms-giving,  341. 
May  help  to  cure  Envy,  35-7.  Of  Authors,  522. 
How  it  expofes  Women,  537. 

Variety  gives 'Beauty  to  the  intellectual  as  well  as  ma- 
terial World,  461. 

Verfes  on  the  Operations  of  Nature,  216. 

Vicious  Perfons,  when  no  Objects  of  Charity,  3 1 9, 3  34. 
Always  in  an  alarm,  408 . 

Virginity  a  great  Help  to  a  religious  L  ife,  iff.  Forced 
Virginity  not  meritorious,  1 6. 

Virtue,  at  firfl  more  eafily  kept  by  Women  than  loft, 

193- 

Virtues  lofe  their  Power  for  want  of  Conduit,  129. 
We  Jhou*d  not  be  proud  of  them,  532. 

Vifits,  unneceffary  ones  finful,  41. 

Uncleannefs,  the  Parent  of  all  Sins,  1 62 . 

Underftanding ,  the  Meeknefs  of  it  explained,  241. 
T'he  Extent  of  it,  448.  Sufficiently  illuminated  x 
4f2.  Muft  not  be  be  complained  of,  468.  How 
to  examine  it,  470.    "To  improve  it,  477. 

Univerfe  made  for  Man,  the  le aft  thing  God  has  done 
for  him,  229. 

Voice,  regulated  by  Modefty,  i3o. 
Volatilenefs  of  Thought,  very  pernicious,  471, 

w. 

Wantonness  in  Women  fpoils  Beauty  and  Wit,  206. 
Wicked  People  vjorfd  have  their  Relations  Virtuous, 

W Uf»l  People  never  f'tfd,  248 . 

S  Will, 


Index. 


Will,  Meeknefs  of  it  explained,  246,  247.  Whence 

its  Irregularities  proceed,  475. 
Wit,  the  Character  of  it  affiled  by  both  Sexes,  ff. 

When  moft  mifappty  d,  423. 
Wifdom,  preferable  to  Beauty  in  Marriage,  78. 
Wives,  may  take  more  Liberty  in  Drefs  than  Virgins, 

99.    But  not  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Husbands, 

I IO,  1 1 1 .  What  will  render  them  amiable  to  them^ 

139. 

Women,  a  great  Injuflice  to  have  Books  of  Knowledge 
kept  from  them,  1.  Verfes  againft  them,  2,  3 ,  4, 
flowabus'd  by  French  Authors,  f.  Incline  to  be 
idle,  16.  Should  not  be  talkative,  180.  They  ri- 
val one  another  in  Drefs,  20  f.  Mojl  exposed  to 
Cenfure,  207.  Seduced  by  ill  Preachers,  243,  & 
feq.  The  Coolnefs  of  their  Conftitution,  2^4.  Apt 
to  delight  in  Scandal,  407.  Curiojity  their  worfl 
Character,  42 1 .  In  what  unjuftly  caWdthe  wea- 
ker Sex,  438.    Take  up  Religion  as  a  Mode,  44^. 

World,  vifible,  the  Miracles  of  it,  218,  &  feq. 

Worjhip,publick,Indecencies  of  Ladies  init,  228.  The 
Reverence  that porfdbeobferv* din  it,  23^. 

Writing,  the  true  End  of  it,  518.  Little  Difference 
between  that  and  fpeaktng,  5*23. 

X. 

Xantippe,  a  Plague  to  her  Husband  Socrates,  if  6. 
Z. 

Zeal  promotes  Scandal,  399.  Apt  to  outrun  Know- 
ledge, 447. 

Zeno,  His  Definition  of  Mode  fly,  179.  What  he 
faid  to  a  talkative  Youth,  184. 
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